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160 stores open daily 10-9, Sunday 12-5. 


—=\~ywF 
WESTROADS 


102nd & West Dodge Road « Omaha, NE. ¢ (402)397-2398 


10 


CONTENTS 


June/July 1988 = Volume 8, Number 5 


THE ENDLESS GAME By Mark Owens 


Nebraska's spring game left some unanswered questions. 


A SECOND CHANCE By Rod Henkel 
Offensive tackle Bob Sledge first said ‘‘no.”’ 


20 A REFLECTION 8y Don Bryant 102 BEST & WORST OF BIG EIGHT 
Tom Osborne talks about more than football. Sports writers rate the league — off the field. 
26 REALISTIC BUT COMPLEX 8y Mark Owens 108 AUTOGRAPHS By Mark Owens 
Steve Taylor takes life seriously. They're fun for both fans and players. 
33 BIG EIGHT PREVIEW 110 MIGHTY JAKE YOUNG By Mike Babcock 
Huskers brace against OU, Cowboys. Nebraska's center is more than a ‘‘potential’’ star. 
69 ALL-BIG EIGHT TEAM 114 EXPERIENCE VS. TALENT By Bil! Callahan 
Thomas and Taylor rank as the league’s best. Osborne, Paterno, Edwards discuss their views. 
78 PERSONALITIES 126 ALL-SPORTS WRAP-UP 
Find out what's up with some former NU stars. Men's gymnastics takes the NCAA title. 
82 WHERE DREAMS COME TRUE 8y Don lee 130 TOP 20 By Clay Henry 
Kent Pavelka yearned to broadcast the Huskers. Huskers chase Florida powerhouses. 
84 BASEBALL By Chuck Poo! 138 NATIONAL LOOK 


A rundown of the top players by position across the couniry. 


BIG EIGHT BASKETBALL 8y A\ Eschbach 
The league cashes in on its 1988 success. 


Coach John Sanders reviews the state of college ball. 


90 A GRIN’S FAIRY TALE By Skip Bayless 154 
A wild and highly improbable vision of the 1988 football season. 


94 NON-CONFERENCE WOES... . By Mark Owens 
Rating the Big Eight’s non-league opponents. 


MBBS ie ee a Sow Boe ees ee ee 
8 LETTERS 74 RECRUITING BY REGIONS/James Hale 


14 STATE OF THE: HUSKERS/Mark Owens 81 ASK TOM 
18 CONFIDENTIALLY 120 HUSKER HOOPS/Mike Babcock 


with an experienced and explosive offense. Photo by John Bills 


On the cover: Tom Osborne heads into his 16th season 


4 Preseason Annual 


LUCK. 


Don't depend on it 
when it comes to protecting 
your pets and livestock. 


For the most reliable animal care, see your 
veterinarian. By training and experience, 
he is best qualified to protect your animals 
against sickness and disease. 


Helping in this important work is 
Norden Laboratories. From our Lin- 
coln headquarters, we have been 
supplying the nation’s veterinarians - 
with quality biologicals and phar- 
maceuticals for more than 60 years. 
Many of our products are veterinar- 
ians’ number one choice for con- 
trolling common animal diseases. 
Norden’s rabies vaccines and ca- 
nine heartworm tablets, for exam- 
ple, are used by more veterinari- 
ans than any competitive products 
manufactured for the same di- 
seases. 


Other Norden products are for use 
in food-producing animals. ‘Scour- 
Guard 3’ and ‘Life-Guard’ are used 
extensively in cattle country for 
controlling neonatal scours, a chief 
cause of calf mortality. In the swine 
belt, ‘PR-Vac’ is recognized as the 
most effective vaccine for immuniz- 
ing pigs against pseudorabies, a 
costly disease of the central ner- 
vous and respiratory system. 


These and other fine Norden prod- 
ucts are available through your 
veterinarian. Contact him for the 
game plan best suited to ensur- 

ing your animals’ health and pro) 
ductivity. ; 


z 


NORDEN 


LABORATORIES 


Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 U.S.A. 


Join The Fight! Huskers Dhistrated 
Help Knockout Childhood Cancer 


The children of St. Jude Children’s Research 
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918/250-6799. Reproduction or use of 
editorial or graphic content in any manner 
without permission is prohibited, 
Photographs and manuscripts for 
publications are welcomed, but will not be 
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documents over ordinary phone lines in just SO eukaoae: ies unsolicited 
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Donald R. Peterson, FirstTier, Omaha 


Throw us your 
toughest curve. 


Tough curves. Odd angles. Intricate shapes. 


They can add up to a severe production 
headache. 
Snyder Industries has the cure for headaches 
like this. We can take our customers’ tough curves 
and odd angles and turn them into lightweight, 
durable plastic parts. Parts that can't rust, corrode 
or come apart at the seams. And, we can save 
them money in the process. 
The secret to the Snyder cure is rotational 
molding. 
We're the leader in rotational molding, with the 
largest and most advanced facility of its kind in the 
world. And no one has more experience or more 
expertise in the application of state-of-the-art plastics ~ 
technology than the engineers in our Custom ~ 
Engineered Products Division. 
And we do it right here in Nebraska. 


AT] SNYDER 
INDUSTRIES, /NC. 


Professionals in Plastics for over 25 years. 
P.O. Box 4583 = Lincoln, Nebraska 68504 
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Kathy McMichael, Husker Heaven, Omaha just married, pride plies 

: growing business, get the 
Covering, Omaha most out of life... 


Kelly J. Wills, Exhaust Pros, Omaha innovative Life Insurance 
from Guarantee Mutual Life. 


Where Life just got better! got ETTER 


Call your Guarantee Mutual Life 


Karen Shockey, Air Midwest Inc., Wichita, Kan. agent today and make your life, Guarantee Mutual Life 
Jerry Sims, York Manufacturing, York, Neb. a whole lot better! Company 


Paul Fisher, Mark V, Ltd., Omaha 
Jim Foley, Mark V, Ltd., Omaha 


Kusiel Wayt, Spartshadss, inc., White: Oak, tex Guarantee Centre, 8801 Indian Hills Drive, Omaha, NE 68114 (402) 390-7300 
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TAPE DELAY 
Dear Huskers; 

Iam trving to find any VHS cas- 
sette tape of the 1984 Orange Bowl. 
This 50th classic was the greatest 
game I’ve ever seen. If you could get 
me an address of anyone who could 
get me a copy, I would really appreci- 
ate it, 

Ryan Butler 
2914 Irene St. 
Omaha, NE 78147 


Ryan: We don’t keep a file on fans 
who have game tapes, but we en- 
courage anyone who can help with 
the search to write the above address. 


HATS OFF TO OZ 
Dear Huskers: 

When I first heard seven Corn- 
huskers were being held out of spring 
practice, I shuddered as the “Big 
One” was about to end my earthly an- 
goings. | couldn't figure why Coach 
Osborne would hold out seven key 
players unless they had committed 
some pretty atrocious crimes. 

Then I learned that Osborne was 
taking a stand on academics, and now 
it is clear we have a very intelligent 
maneuver. The toughest injury is an 
academic injury because there's no 
amount of rehabilitation that can 
bring an ineligible plaver back onto 
the playing field once he's been 
grounded. 

Therefore, 1 applaud Coach Os- 
borne’s forethought. 

Edward Mann 
Chadron, Neb. 


MISSING PERSONS REPORT 
Dear Huskers: 

After John Cooper took the Ohio 
State coaching job last winter, what 
happened to Gene Huey? Did he stay 
at Arizona State or move to Ohio with 
Cooper? With a whole new coaching 
staff at ASU, I would have thought 
that keeping Huey would have been 
a smart thing to do. I've always 
thought Huey was a top-of-the-line 
coach, 

Also, I hear from the media and 
friends that the Sun Devils will be 
tougher this year than last, Only this 


time, they have to come to Lincoln. and answer your questions. Please ad- 
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LETTERS 


I hope it snows. 
KW. Gallup 
Bakersfield, Calif. 


KW: Yes, Cooper offered the former 
Nebraska assistant a job in Columbus, 
and Huey took it. Judging from 
Huey’s jobs at impressive football 
schools, college coaches must agree 
with your assessment. 


PASSED TENSE, PART Il 
Dear Huskers: 

Tam probably one of the biggest 
Husker fans you'll ever meet, but Um 
getting real nervous already because 
I'm so seared people like Texus A&M, 
UCLA and Arizona State are going to 
pass us to death. I'm just petrified by 
our secondary, 

After what [saw in the Fiesta Bowl, 
Tam convinced something must be 
done, even if it means having the new 
freshmen help out. [ find it hard to 
believe George Darlington, who said 
in your last issue that he expects the 
secondary to be as good as it’s been 
in years. Aren't most of those guys the 
same ones who got blitzed in Tempe? 

Also, I do not agree with your ex- 
planation from the bowl game that 
Danny McManus of FSU simply had 
the best game of his career, and sim- 
ply write it off'as a fluke. The secon- 
dary was consistently beaten, and that 
scares the socks off me. 

David Thornstein 
North Platte, Neb. 


David: One way to put the Fiesta 
Bowl into perspective is to turn the 
tables and look at Nebraska's success 
against UCLA last fall. Steve Tavlor 
certainly had a “career day” against 
the Bruins, but does that mean that 
10-2 UCLA had a weak secondary 
just because Nebraska passed for 217 
yards and five TDs? With 22 football 
plavers on the field, there are a lot of 
variables in passing success/failure: 
the pass rush, puss coverage, pass pro- 
tection, quarterback ability, receiver 
ability and coaching. As vou can see, 
the pass coverage of a defensive team 
makes up only one-sixth of the ingre- 
dients. 


We want to hear your comments 


dress them to “Letters.” PO. Box 
§3222. Lincoln, NE 68501.8 


Pre-Game Hype... 

Members of Californians for 
Nebraska will host a “Husker Hud- 
dle” at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena 
when Nebraska plays UCLA next 
Sept. 10. 

“We want this to be the largest pre- 
game rally ever.’ savs Loren Zimmer- 
man, Chairman of the 1988 Huddle, 
which is again scheduled at Brookside 
Park Golf Course, just outside the 
Rose Bowl. 

The Huddle is scheduled to start at 
1:30 p.m., but that is subject to 
change because of TV. Huddle reser- 
vations, at $24 per person, and ord- 
ers for game tickets, at $21 each, are 
being taken by Jerry and Eloise Hea- 
ton, 1900 Canyon Dr, Fullerton, CA 
92633; (714) 526-6019. CFN_ has 
received a commitment from the 
UCLA Ticket Office for 3,000 tickets 
in the Nebraska rooting section. 

Zimmerman, a Los Angeles Police 
Department homicide detective, was 
in charge of security during the 1984 
Huddle, and he’s already contacted 
Pasadena officials for permits to stage 
this year’s massive event. Now, he 
would like those interested in making 
the pienic and rally an even bigger 
success than 1984 to call him at 
(818)337-2619, 

“The CFN Board has set the 
wheels in motion, and now it’s ime 
to go to work,” he says. “Most of the 
details are being worked out, but 
we're counting on volunteers to help 
in the planning and during the rally 
itself on game day. 

“We'll need at least seven commit- 
tees, each consisting of five or six am- 
bitious ‘doers’ to make this a success, 
Many already have expressed an in- 
terest in helping, and, as time draws 
near, we will be calling people about 
meetings and how they can help.” 

Zimmerman says that admission to 
the pre-game picnic and rally will be 
free to the CFN member who 
recruits 10 new members before- 
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Sometimes the simplest pleasures in life 
take the most work to achieve. 


{hl NORWEST BANKS 
irts NEBRASKA 


Mark Owens 
——ti‘(‘<‘é‘=O™O 


he Endless Gam 


NEBRASKA'S INTRASQUAD GAME ENDED WITH A 
RED WIN, BUT THE SCORE STILL WASN'T SETTLED ON THE 
BIG ISSUE — WILL NU BE GREAT, OR JUST VERY GOOD? 


Will the real Nebraska please stand 
up? 

Ah, there’s a marvelous specimen 
of a national championship brute 
starting to rise, and he’s almost up, 
and. . .he’s back down, 

Next to him is a guy starting to 
stand, but he’s more of a Top 10 be- 
hemoth, so that must mean it’s Sugar 


Bow] time since he looks like he’s go- 
ing to... hmm.. .sit back down. 

But what about that mysterious fel- 
low who’s bobbing up and down? Is 
he the real Nebraska? 

Wait a minute! There goes the 
brute. But the behemoth is inching up 
now. Then it’s the brute. The be- 
hemoth. The mystery man, the brute, 


Fans who 
thought the 
Red-White 
game was dull 
probably 
didn’t ask what 
these guys 
thought. 
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the behemoth, the brute. Geez! Will 
somebody please just point out the 
honest-to-goodness Nebraska football 
team for 1988? 

Nobody, not even Coach Tom Os- 
borne, could point with certainty to 
the real Nebraska or the top 44 or so 
players who will open the season next 
August 27, even though spring prac- 
tice had ended with a real game — 
a 37-14 Red win over the Whites — 
which only proved that Nebraska re- 
mains talented and deep. 

How talented and how deep will 
not be known until autumn. 

Offensively, the Red-White atten- 
tion grabber was Terry Rodgers, NU’s 
wingback-sized I-back who zipped his 
5-foot-7 and 170-pound frame 
through the defenses of both teams 
for 105 yards on 25 carries, split 
almost equally between the squads. 

For the second year in a row, Rod- 
gers Was a spring game star. In 1987, 
he rushed for 80 yards and two touch- 
downs and caught a 76-yard TD pass, 
which prompted light-hearted predic- 
tions from the media that Rodgers is 
on track to become Nebraska’s all- 
time leading rusher and scorer in 
Red-White games. 

But if NU’s rash of minor injuries 
that plagued spring practice con- 
tinues into next fall, the durable lit- 
tle back could be rushing and scoring 
in varsity games. He proved his phys- 
ical toughness by taking more snaps 
than any of Nebraska's I-backs during 
the month-long dry run and by show- 
ing some gutsy charges into the teeth 
of defenders in the spring game. 


Otherwise, the announced crowd of 


30,000 watched a more or less vanil- 
la game that was void of star perfor- 
mances, which contrasts with last 
year’s highlight film affair in which 
Keith Jones ran for 206 yards, Jamie 
Worden caught an 80-yard TD pass, 
Tvreese Knox ran for 100 yards and 
Dante Wiley punted into the lower 
stratosphere. 

The Red squad, comprised of start- 
ers and fourth teamers, played a 
sleepy-eyed first 15 minutes, and the 
Whites took advantage with quarter- 
back Jerry Dunlap scoring on a 
15-yard run in the first quarter to 
mount its only lead of the game. The 
rather lethargic Reds had mustered 
only 30 total offense yards while the 
scrappy Whites had almost 130. 

But the contest slowly moved 
toward its out-of-reach expectations as 
the Reds scored on a 74-yard inter- 
ception return by linebacker Scott 
Kurtz and a 59-yard punt return by 
ultra-smooth split end Morgan 
Gregory in the second quarter. The 
Red offense sputtered along to fi- 
nally take the life out of the Whites, 
quarterbacked mostly by Dunlap, af- 
ter intermission. 

If anything, the halftime show was 
almost as spectacular as the game. Os- 
borne earlier had made a state-wide 
invitation to school agers to attend the 
Red-White affair and join him for a 
pledge against substance abuse. Once 
the players had cleared the field, Os- 
borne stepped to a speaker’s podium 
and took turns with quarterback Steve 
Taylor in reading a say-no-to-drugs 
script. Osborne, Taylor and school 
officials who were gathered on the 
field were surrounded by thousands 


of wiggling and squirming children of 


various ages, all of whom made a 
courageous stab at repeating the code 
of behavior. 

Even with several of its top players 
out with assorted aches and pains, 
Nebraska proved it still has enormous 
depth at what are often called the 
“skill” positions. But since football re- 
quires “skill” no matter where one 
plays, it might be more accurate to 
talk about NU’s “possession” players, 
those who regularly touch the ball. 

At wingback, when the Husker 


operatives touched the ball here, they 
regularly made something happen. 
Senior Dana Brinson turned in 
breath-taking efforts with a 35-yard 
kickoff return and a 33-yard punt 
return, plus a couple of receptions (14 
and 16 yards) for the Whites. 
Redshirt freshman Nate Turner (6-1 
and now 220 pounds, but still quick 
and elusive despite outweighing the 
veteran Brinson by almost 50 pounds) 
thrilled onlookers in the third period. 
He helped set up the Whites’ last 
scoring drive when he made an over- 
the-shoulder catch from Dunlap, 
which was good for 31 yards and a 


As advertised, 
quarterback 
Mickey Joseph 
was quick - he 
left the game 
after only 
three minutes. 


barrage of high fives and backslaps 
from teammates. 

And that doesn’t even take into ac- 
count Richard Bell and Jamie Wor- 
den, who generally held the top two 
spots on the depth chart throughout 
spring practice. 

The top players at tight end were 
generally holding the various injured 
and hurting parts of their bodies in- 
stead of any prestigious position on 
the depth chart. Projected starter 
Todd Millikan hardly practiced at all 
and didn’t even suit up for the game 
because of a persistent groin pull, and 
one of Nebraska’s promising reserves, 
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sophomore Chris Garrett, hardly 
broke a sweat before injuring a shoul- 
der which later required surgery. That 
left Monte Kratzenstein and Chris 
O’Gara as the highest ranking tight 
ends. Kratzenstein responded with 
three catches for 30 yards and 
O’Gara, formerly a center, made two 
receptions for 12 yards. 

Receivers coach Ron Brown indi- 
cates the Huskers will be outstanding 
with a healthy Millikan and a solid 
backup next fall, or they could be 
dangerously average without that kind 
of lineup. After the Red-White game, 
there was an air of danger surround- 
ing the tight end position, even 
though both Millikan and Garrett are 
supposed to be healthy next fall, ac- 
cording to the NU training room. 


____ The Endless Game 
SSeS 


At quarterback, Dunlap handled 
most of the chores for the Whites, and 
he hit 10 of 19 passes for 122 yards. 
Tom Hasse and Keithen McCant 
showed some pinpoint passing as 
Hasse hit 5 of 8 and McCant connect- 
ed on 5 of 6 tosses for the Reds as they 
entered the game quicker than ex- 
pected when starter Mickey Joseph 
left with a knee strain after two snaps. 

All told, Nebraska actually did pass 
more than usual. A total of five differ- 
ent quarterbacks hit a combined 21 
of 40 passes for 262 yards, which 
meant that the run-pass ratio was 
about 7-to-3 in the spring game. This 
compares to last year’s contest which 
featured a 75-25 blend of running and 
passing. 

Of course, none of those intra- 


I-back Terry 
Rodgers 
proved he 
was more 
than tough 
enough. 


squad battlers will probably be throw- 
ing next fall in varsity games. Taylor 
nursed his sore thigh most of the 
spring, rarely practiced and watched 
the Red-White game in street clothes. 
He will be unchallenged in August. 
Gerry Gdowski and Joseph duked it 
out for No. 1 honors in Taylor’s ab- 
sence, but Gdowski missed the wrap- 
up game with an injury and Joseph, 
as mentioned, barely made an ap- 
pearance. 

Considering that Taylor has taken 
and probably will take a pounding 
from enemy defenders, the heir- 
apparent to this California senior will 
be important but remains unsettled. 

On defense, the play of noseguard 
Mike Murray plus a host of lineback- 
er types drew the attention of Husker 
coaches. 

Even late in the game, with the out- 
come decided, the 5-10, 240-pound 
Murray blazed away with his motor 
stuck in overdrive. He showed out- 
standing quickness on pass rushes 
and across-the-field pursuit. 

Defensive Coordinator Charlie 
McBride also noted the Flying- 
Bambino-Brothers act that featured 
such young and mobile linebackers as 
Pat Tyrance, Chris Caliendo, Kenny 
Walker (who looked bigger than his 
listed 6-4 and 230 pounds), Mike 
Croel, Mark Hagge and Jeff Mills. 
This doesn’t even include the solid 
play from projected starters Randall 
Jobman (weak side) and LeRoy 
Etienne (strong side). The youngsters, 
especially, were all over the field on 
a chilly, cloudy afternoon. 

This left little doubt that Osborne 
may head into the 1988 season with 
the quickest, most talented and 
deepest set of inside and outside line- 
backers he’s had. The starters on the 
outside positions, Broderick Thomas 
and Jon Marco, played sparingly. 

But the question mark at defensive 
tackle was not replaced with an en- 
thusiastic exclamation mark by 
spring’s end, which had been hoped 
for. Ray Valladao, Kent Wells and Jim 
Wanek were cited by Osborne after 
the game for their dry-run_perfor- 
mances, but each of these gents were 
on the Whites, basically made up of 
second and third teamers. 
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The first team duo of Paul Brun- 
gardt and Willie Griffin held its own 
at times, but at other times they were 
stifled by even single blocking from 
Nebraska’s second and third team 
offensive linemen. Admittedly, 
Husker coaches did not employ their 
usual array of exotic defensive 
schemes, which took pressure from 
the offenses. 

Still, the defensive tackle situation 
did not clear up, leaving it wide open 
for some up-and-down movement on 
the depth chart next August. 

With the No. 1 offensive line con- 
tinuing to jell, it appeared (despite 
the lack of slick maneuvering up and 
down the field) Nebraska’s offense 
contains enough individual talent to 
be overpowering, even with a spring 
time question mark at tight end and 
depth in the line. 

Definitely this spring, Nebraska's 
success and lack thereof depended a 
lot on injuries, which conceivably 
could be the case next fall. 

For instance, the much ballyhooed 
Husker I-back depth was reduced to 
not much more than Rodgers, George 
Achola and Ray Coleman by the end 
of spring. Projected starter Tyreese 
Knox, indeed, withstood his 
challengers but finally succumbed to 
a troublesome hamstring pull which 
kept him out of the final game. Junior 
Ken Clark was healthy until aggravat- 
ing a hip pointer after rushing only 
once and returning two kickoffs. 

Because of a shoulder injury, Leo- 
dis Flowers sat out the game. 

So, much of the Huskers’ heralded 
individual talent was not on display or 
only in brief spurts, which only added 
to the frustration of getting a clear fo- 
cus on Nebraska. 

When injuries rained, they seem- 
ingly came in gully-washers. Early in 
the first quarter, All-American 
Broderick Thomas, now an outside 
linebacker, knelt motionless on all 
fours. With Joseph having writhed in 
pain only moments before, any die- 
hard Husker fan couldn’t have been 
blamed for agonizing as Thomas 
pulled his 250-pound self up on one 
knee. Evidently none the worse for 
the wear, although he would not play 
again, finally, Thomas stood up. 


Tom Osborne asked for and got a halftime pledge from parents 
and children to fight substance abuse. 
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Spring Theme — Missing in Action 


INJURIES, DISCIPLINE AND PRECAUTIONS MADE NEBRASKA'S 
SPRING INCONCLUSIVE, ENCOURAGING AND INTENSE 


Rights to “Nebraska Spring Foot- 
ball: The Movie” haven't been bought 
up yet, presumably because enter- 
tainment moguls don’t know if it will 
have a happy ending. But if it were 
ready for summer release, assuredly 
the current tale of Husker foothall 
would be titled, “Missing In Action.” 

Coach Tom Osborne shook his 
head during spring drills, saying, “I 
don’t think I’ve had a spring with this 
many key plavers out?’ and if it 


weren't for Nebraska's wonderland of 


depth, the session could have been 
lost. 

As it was, NU came out of off- 
season workouts mostly unscathed (as 
far as major injuries were concerned) 
and with a higher regard for its line- 
backers (both inside and outside 
types), plus the same high expecta- 
tions of its ball-handling phenoms. 
Mostly it was depth in the offensive 
line and a_ less-than-take-charge 
defensive front that sobered the affair. 

The first missing persons report 
was issued before spring practice 
when Osborne announced that seven 
players — some of them starters — 
would miss all or part of off-season 
drills for academic or disciplinary 
reasons. 

The action centered mostly around 
academics. A revised university poli- 
cy on eligibility would make it all but 
impossible for a student-athlete with 
poor grades to salvage his fall eligibil- 
ity by going to summer sessions. Os- 
borne took a stand that players would 
have to succeed in the classroom be- 
fore they could even try to win on the 
field. 

Two defensive tackle prospects, 
juniors Ray Valladao and Kent Wells, 
were among the missing seven, and 
their absence certainly added to the 
muddled picture at that position. 


The question still remained: 
Was veteran offensive lineman 
Bob Sledge licking his chops at 

the chance to get at NU’s 
tender defensive tackles? 


Wells sat out two weeks and Valladao 


returned for only the last week of 


spring drills. Valladao, of course, was 
Nebraska's “swing tackle” last year, 
playing both the left and right sides 
when the starters needed rest and 
since-departed Lee Jones was unable 
to answer the call because of his al- 
batross of an ankle problem, 

Both Osborne and Defensive Coor- 
dinator Charlie McBride said several 
times that the army of inexperienced 
tackles who did practice a lot endured 
frustration simply because of their 
limited grasp of Nebraska's schemes, 
assignments and_ responsibilities. 
With Valladao and Wells out so long, 


Willie Griffin (6-foot-3, 275) emerged 
as the No. 1 left tackle and sophomore 
Paul Brungardt (6-7, 255) moved to 
top right tackle spot, and they, in fact, 
started the Red-White game. It is from 
this quartet that Nebraska will prob- 
ably find its front-line tackles next fall. 
Exactly who will start and who will 
hold the critical backup slots is still 
open. 

Valladao (6-3, 250) has the strength 
and speed to play against Big Eight- 
caliber offensive linemen. His weight- 
room feats are second among defen- 
sive linemen only to maniac lifter 
Mike Murray. 

Griffin has bounced from tight end 
to defensive tackle to noseguard and 
back to tackle and possesses the 
natural talent to be a fine player. But 
McBride has insisted that the senior 
from Monrovia, Calif., must hit the 
weight room this summer to hone 
those talents before he can expect the 
strength and stamina needed to suc- 
ceed against NU’s rugged 1988 
schedule. 

In late scrimmages, Wells (6-5, 285) 
showed some impressive ability, lead- 
ing McBride to say, “Brungardt could 
be the key for us as the fourth defen- 
sive tackle. Valladao, Griffin and Wells 
look solid, but we need four guys 
there.” 

That need for quality starters and 
backups was evident last season when 
Nebraska was blessed with first-round 
draft pick Neil Smith, fourth round- 


er Tim Rother and the swift Jones, as : 


well as Valladao, Listed as the official 
preseason starter, Jones quickly strug- 
gled with a lame leg, forcing Rother 
into action, and by season’s end even 


Smith was hobbled by injuries and re- 


quired breathers. 
So, all four linemen from last year 
played considerably, and Valladao 
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(probably ranked behind the others 
last August) made only six fewer tack- 
les than Jones. Had only three been 
available, the physical pain of the in- 
jured regulars and the emotional pain 
of the coaches probably would have 
increased significantly. 

To dip much further for tackles 
next fall would mean rushing the 
progress of some talented but young 
and lightish prospects such as Joe 
Sims and LeAndre Anderson and 
others, If, indeed, the defensive tackle 
fog clears and some slobber-knockers 
take charge, then the Huskers should 
be set for years; Griffin is the only 
senior. 

And Valladao has at times looked 
awesome, Nebraska's tackle situation 
isn’t desperate, just unsettled and, he- 
cause of early fights with Texas A&M 
and UCLA, worrisome. 

Also missing the spring practice 
dinner bell were wingback Dana 
Brinson, fullback Randy Williams, I- 
back Ken Clark, tight end Chris 
O’Gara and cornerback Charles 
Fryar, All but Williams returned. 

If Nebraska could afford to excuse 
players at any position without bleed- 
ing to death it was at linebacker, And 
LeRoy Etienne, as per his annual 
spring ritual, was up to mischief again. 
NU coaches took him out of practice 
for disciplinary reasons before letting 
the All-American candidate return, al- 
beit temporarily demoted from the 
first team. 

Truly one of Nebraska's defensive 
studs, Etienne may find his occasional 
comings and goings to the Big Red 
dog house more costly, regardless of 
the enthusiastic effort with which he 
always seems to return, Now, the 
Huskers seem to be neck deep in 
linebacker types. At the outside po- 
sitions Broderick Thomas and Jon 
Marco (both seniors) are solid-to- 
sizzling. Backups Jeff Mills and Mike 
Croel may not be far behind. Tremen- 
dous gains were made at the inside 
spots, where Etienne’s absence 
proved less than critical. The size and 
speed is outstanding. Randall Jobman 
(6-3, 230), Chris Caliendo (6-2, 225), 
Pat Tyrance (6-1, 230), Kenny Walker 
(6-4, 230) plus several others helped 
make linebacker a pleasant spring 


practice surprise. 

The missing bodies in the secon- 
dary were at the same time important 
and unimportant. Fryar, of course, 
missed the first two weeks, but he’s 
a two-time returning starter with 
plenty of experience. Still, he never 
did rise back to the No. 1 spot at lett 
cornerback. The other absentee was 
senior safety Mark Blazek whose 
groin pull still hasn’t healed proper- 
ly, and the best medicine was com- 
plete rest. But he’s also experienced 
and probably didn’t suffer much by 
missing the learning sessions of 
spring. 

Nebraska came out of spring prac- 
tice with plenty of talent and depth 
in the secondary. Coach George 
Darlington maintained that juco 
recruit Bruce Pickens and several 
freshmen could help next fall, but his 
pool of defenders looks solid with the 
likes of rapidly improving strong sate- 
ty Reggie Cooper, corners Lorenzo 
Hicks and Fryar, free safety Tim Jack- 
son and “swing” safety Wendell 
Wooten, 

And that’s good. Rumors abound 
out of California that UCLA and Troy 
Aikman plan to launch a massive air 
attack on the Huskers, presumably 
because Bruin coaches watched the 
Fiesta Bowl and liked what they saw. 
Last year when Nebraska roughed up 
UCLA, the Bruins were preoccupied 
with rushing the ball with Heisman 
candidate Gaston Green and suffered 
for it. Their approach seems to be that 
the Husker secondary will be pre- 
sumed guilty until proven innocent. 
This doesn’t take into account that 
NU’s previously youthful backs 
should be better, and that Cooper (a 
true sophomore who replaces two 
departed seniors) may be the most 
physically gifted of the lot. Neither 
does it consider that Nebraska, in re- 
cent battles, has never lost to four of 
this year’s top passing quarterbacks: 
Tommy Hodson of LSU, Todd Ellis of 
South Carolina, Mike Gundy of Ok- 
lahoma State and Aikman. Of course, 
those wins were over the past two 
years, and the verdict is still out on 
NU’s pass rush for 1988. 

The final disappearing act on 
defense was performed at noseguard. 


Murray, a 5-10, 240-pound junior, took 
control as starter when Lawrence 
Pete, his chief rival, left the team mid- 
way through drills for personal rea- 
sons and is not expected back next 
fall. Sean Putnam missed all of spring 
practice while recovering from off 
season foot surgery. While Murray has 
Herculean strength and the reactions 
of a caffeine freak, he has few proven 
backups to rest him, There was talk 
after the spring game that recruit 
Dave Jensen of Omaha could get a 
look at both defensive tackle and 
noseguard next fall. 

All told on defense, though, Os- 
borne and McBride said their players 
showed as much enthusiasm and 
hard-hitting masochism as any Black 
Shirt unit in years. Even with several 
key players missing during off-season 
drills, it’s conceivable the Huskers 
may not drop off much from last year’s 
crew that was led by Smith and 
Rother. If Thomas and Etienne reach 
their predicted All-American form 
and other players come through in the 
line, Nebraska could again field a Top 
10 defense, Or better. 

All-American quarterback Steve 
Taylor hardly practiced at all as he 
nursed a thigh pull that had haunted 
him throughout winter conditioning. 
It proved both good and bad. On one 
hand, it gave Gerry Gdowski and 
Mickey Joseph chances to get repeti- 
tions with the first-team offensive line 
as they battled to claim the important 
backup role for next fall. However, 
Taylor's leadership was a conspicuous 
loss, and Nebraska lost continuity in 
drills. 

Still, as a two-year starter and 
senior, Taylor didn’t need much pol- 
ish this spring, and had he not missed 
practice, Joseph and Gdowski might 
have been hurting — which they al- 
ready were physically — for much 
needed experience. Despite the ‘Tay- 
lorless opportunity, both of Nebraska's 
young and aspiring quarterbacks 
suffered their own nagging injuries. 
Joseph struggled with turf toe, a sore 
ankle and assorted ailments. Gdowski 
hurt a shoulder pretty good and didn't 
even make the Red-White game. 

For whatever reason, they started 
spring with less-than-spectacular 
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passing efforts. In three early scrim- 
mages, Gdowski hit Ll of 27 passes (41 
percent) and Joseph hit 9 of 26 aeri- 
als (35 percent), which was a remark- 
able improvement from his 2-13 effort 
in the first two scrimmages. Both, 
however, showed outstanding quick- 
ness in running Nebraska's option. 

“We were really hurting at quarter- 
back,” Osborne said, referring liter- 
ally to the many aches and pains. 

That does not mean, though, that 
Nebraska's in trouble. Taylor should 
enter fall camp 100 percent healthy, 
as should Gdowski and Joseph, both 
of whom have the talent to develop 
into solid backups in time. 

In the offensive line, another 
Husker strength, the starting unit of 
left tackle Bob Sledge, left guard 
Andy Keeler, center Jake Young, right 
guard John Nelson and right tackle 
Doug Glaser appears set. It’s not 
farfetched to think that Nebraska may 
dominate next year’s All-Big Eight 
offensive line awards like Oklahoma 
did in 1987. Young could possibly 
make All-American without even 
making all-conference (because OU 
returns last year’s all-star center) 
much like guard John McCormick did 
last year. With some media hype, per- 
sonal improvement and good breaks, 
Sledge, Keeler and Glaser could also 
win post-season honors. 

But Coach Milt Tenopir made no 
bones about Nebraska’s concern with 
depth. NU was fortunate last season 
that only backup John Roschal was 
lost with a major injury, but if that 
luck should run out under current 
conditions, the Huskers could see a 
real dropoff with backup players. Jeff 
Anderson appears solid as a double- 
duty center and tackle, but Nebraska 
will still go into fall drills looking for 
help, Things could be better, but they 
could also be much worse. 

In the receiver corps, the “Missing 
In Action” problem grew. Brinson 
missed a couple of weeks, but came 
back in spectacular fashion although 
he did not officially unseat Richard 
Bell as the No. 1 wingback. With Bell, 
Brinson, versatile senior Jamie Wor- 
den and slick freshman Nate Turner 
at wingback, Nebraska is, at that po- 
sition alone, reasonably close to 


Husker coaches noted, more 
than anything, this spring was 
one of the most aggressive 
ever. 


challenging Auburn as the college 
team with the most receiving talent. 
Because of the continued develop- 
ment of Morgan Gregory and Chip 
Bahe at split end, the Huskers ap- 
peared to be loaded there. 

However, the big concern after 
spring practice was at tight end, 
where part-time returning starter 
Todd Millikan went through drills at 
anywhere from one-half to three- 
quarter speed because of a leach-like 
groin pull that he hasn't been able to 
shake since last fall. 

Should he be 100 percent next fall, 
there’s little doubt NU could be out- 
standing at tight end. The hope is that 
backups such as Chris Garrett and 
Chris O’Gara can help. In Nebraska's 
frequently used two-tight end forma- 
tions, the second end is critical, and 
both O’Gara and Garrett had some 
problems, O’Gara missed the first few 
weeks of practice because of academ- 
ic concerns and Garrett suffered a 
shoulder injury early in the spring 
game that required surgery. He 
should be full speed by fall. That left 
Monte Kratzenstein, who rose as high 
as No. 2 on the depth chart, as about 


the only tight end who made most of 
spring practice. 

At fullback, swift Bryan Carpenter 
and Sam Schmidt remained relative- 
ly healthy all spring, and that gives 
Nebraska a solid one-two punch, both 
with running and blocking. 

Once Clark returned after missing 
the first two weeks of practice, he 
quickly moved to No, 2 at I-back, but 
just about that time, projected start- 
er Tyreese Knox suffered a stout ham- 
string pull and rested the last two 
weeks. Leodis Flowers, Terry Rodgers, 
George Achola and Ray Coleman all 
looked good at times, but Flowers and 
Achola also struggled with injuries 
(Flowers a shoulder and Achola a 
knee) and missed valuable repetitions. 

That leaves Nebraska with a 
pleasant problem. Running back 
coach Frank Solich seems to have a 
stable of backs (should they stay 
healthy) that can give each other 
breathers. Knox’s performances the 
last two years were clear examples of 
what fresh I-backs can do. In 1987, 
Knox entered late against UCLA, Ar- 
izona State, lowa State and Colorado; 
in each case he splattered foes, thanks 
in large part to fresh legs. [t would ap- 
pear Nebraska could go as far as three 
or four deep at I-back next fall and 
still get outstanding results. If that’s 
the case, NU fans may not see a 
1,000-yard I-back next fall; they could 
see three or four 500-yarders, though. 

Ace kicker Chris Drennan and two- 
year starting punter John Kroeker 
were not counted among the “Miss- 
ing In Action” and should be solid. 

Nebraska historically starts well 
each fall. Husker coaches rarely 
change playbook horses in mid- 
stream, so each new version of Big 
Red enters two-a-days with a good no- 
tion of what to expect. NU’s systemat- 
ic, revolving door approach leads to 
the natural evolution of key reserves- 
to-starters. And 1988 should be little 
different. The Huskers have talent on 
campus. Plenty of it. And there'll be 
even more next fall when some capa- 
ble recruits arrive. 

Should Nebraska's springtime miss- 
ing ingredients be found, Husker 
football in 1988 should have a 
reasonably happy ending. 
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BEEF DINNER FOR DOG>_ 


ALPO* announces a new creation. ALPO Lite, with all the 
real meat, great taste and complete nourishment adult dogs 
require. And 25% less calories than our regular canned 
dog food. 


Low Calories, High Interest. 


With 3 out of 5 American dogs tending toward overweight, 
the potential market for ALPO Lite is already huge. And 
with a 28% annual growth rate among low-calorie dinners, 
the future for Lite looks very bright indeed. 


. 
Lite Food, Heavy Support. 
In the first 6 months alone, ALPO is putting a ton of media 
and promotional weight behind a fully tested advertising 
program. Between network TV, consumer magazines 
and Sunday inserts, the average consumer will be seeing 
the Lite 17 times between February and July. 

For further details, contact your ALPO broker today. 
This opportunity 


won't strike twice. * 1 is looking out for you. 


© 1987 ALPO Petfoods. Inc 


Recruiting rules annually change 
for football coaches at institutions 
governed by the NCAA. 

Dave Gillespie, Nebraska on- 
campus recruiting coordinator, said 
Cornhusker coaches dealt with one 
major rule alteration in 1987-88 and 
must adjust to another change next 
season. 

Unlike previous years when the 
coaches’ evaluation period lasted 
from Aug. | to Dee. 1, high school 
players can now be watched only dur- 
ing the month of November. 


The rule limited the number of 


personal visits made by Nebraska 
coaches last fall, Gillespie says. 

“We think it’s really a detrimental 
rule,’ he adds. “It doesn’t give us a 
chance to go out and see them play. 
It even hurts schools like ours more 
because we're in a geographic area 
where 90 percent of the teams are 
done by November 1.” 

Nebraska high school football 
teams normally complete their regu- 
lar season the final week of October. 
Only state playoff qualifiers continue 
action into November. 

A month of evaluation severely 
limits the number of players studied 
and quality of evaluations prior to 
Dec. 1, when coaches can legally be- 
gin making personal contact with 
high school athletes. 


Plus, Nebraska coaches have 
another worry besides the evaluation 
period. 


“During the month of November, 
we can’t go out and travel very far.’ 
Gillespie says. “We're still playing.” 

The rule limiting the evaluation 
period to 30 days “certainly can” af- 
fect the quality of a recruiting class, 
according to Gillespie. 

“Everybody is supposedly on equal 
footing, but I don’t think that’s neces- 
sarily true,” says Gillespie, noting that 
teams in the eastern United States 
and densely populated areas have an 
advantage. 

Colleges and their football pro- 
grams are not the only ones affected 
by the shorter evaluation period. 

Gillespie claims high school ath- 
letes can be cheated. “It’s detrimen- 
tal to the student athlete,” he says. 

“Maybe the kid hasn’t blossomed 
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until his senior season. Sometimes 
they’re going to get overlooked. We 
aren't going to see the kid we don’t 
know is a great player.” 

Tom Osborne and other NCAA 
head football coaches cannot make as 
many personal visits to prospects be- 
ginning Aug. 1, 1988. 

Head coaches will then be allowed 
to visit a recruit outside of their col- 
lege campus just once during the 
recruiting period, Gillespie says. 

A total of three contacts, including 
the one allowed for a head coach, are 
permitted off campus with each 
prospect. One contact is allowed 
within the athlete’s school. . . 

Not all Nebraska recruits receive 
scholarships. Husker coaches en- 
courage selected athletes not offered 
scholarships to walk on and attempt 
to make the team and eventually earn 
a scholarship. 

Within the last decade, Nebraska 
coaches have limited the number of 
athletes they allow to walk on. Before 
that decision, “it used to be anyone 
who wanted to,” Gillespie says. 

“It became logistically difficult to 
manage. We had to limit it to the (ath- 
letes) we felt we wanted to walk on.” 

Granted, top-notch talent may oc- 
casionally escape the Huskers be- 


cause the players are denied a chance 
to walk on. By monitoring the annual 
number of walkons, though, facilities 
and equipment do not become 
problems. 

“The benefits outweigh the possi- 
bility of that happening,” Gillespie 
says. ““We may miss some. I’m sure we 
do. That’s just part of it.” 

Although he said colleges are not 
allowed to release the names of 
walkons, Gillespie estimated 40 stu- 
dents have been invited to go out at 
Nebraska. The list of of 1988 walkons, 
according to Gillespie, is 95 percent 
finalized. . . 

Also in recruiting, Gillespie has al- 
ready begun to view films of Nebras- 
ka seniors-to-be for next season. 

Claiming there’s a lot of good play- 
ers in the state, Nebraska’s on-campus 
recruiting coordinator could not ac- 
curately rate the crop. 

“I haven't seen enough to make a 
judgment," Gillespie says. “‘It’s 
difficult to say at this point. .?” 

Darwin Snyder, member of the 
1986 recruit class, has most likely 
seen the last of his Husker playing 
days. The scholarship player from 
Winnebago, who rushed for 2,217 
yards his senior high school campaign 
and became the first running back 
from an eight-man team to earn all- 
class, all-state honors, developed 
health problems, according to 
Gillespie. 

“The odds are very high he won't 
be back out,” Gillespie says. . . 

Dan Lohmeier, 1987 recruit from 
Omaha Creighton Prep, missed 
spring practice because of knee 
surgery, 

“T'll be back in the fall,” says Loh- 
meier, who started catching passes 
again about April 1. 

A doctor estimated Lohmeier in- 
jured his interior cruciate ligament 
during the Air Force freshman game 
when the tight end was clipped. The 
first time Lohmeier realized he was 
injured, he says, was the following 
Tuesday when he planted hard and 
his knee popped. 

Lohmeier underwent major recon- 
structive surgery on Oct. 27 and re- 
mained on crutches for two months, 
he says. 
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Rehabilitation will continue for 
Lohmeier until his injured left knee 
returns to 100 percent. He estimat- 
ed the knee to be 80-85 percent at 
the end of spring practice. 

The Bally All-American and two- 
time all-class, All-State selection was 
certain he would return to the team. 

“T always knew I was going to come 
back,” he says. “I knew it was just a 
matter of time and how much dedi- 
cation I put into it. I’ve seen a lot of 
people here come back from it. . .” 

Ernie Chambers, Nebraska state 
senator, proposed a bill during the re- 
cent session of the Unicameral, call- 
ing for the state to pay Nebraska 
football players. The bill, which would 
not have gone into effect until other 
states with Big Eight schools adopt- 
ed similar legislation, was vetoed by 
Gov. Kay Orr. 

Broderick Thomas, NU defensive 


standout, agrees with the concept of 


Chambers’ bill, but not the terms. 

“T can’t totally agree with the guy, 
but I wouldn’t mind being paid,’ Tho- 
mas says. “I don’t think we should be 
paid (money). I think we should be 
paid in other ways.” 

Thomas suggested the state pay 
players’ rent or buy passes for enter- 
tainment such as movies. 

Giving cash directly to players 
could cause problems, Thomas says, 
not necessarily at Nebraska but for 
college football. 

“T can go with them giving us a few 
dollars extra. But you give (football 
players) an extra $100, you’re asking 
for more drug problems in college, 
more alcoholism,” he says. 

Andy Keeler, NU’s starting offen- 
sive left guard, adds, “I think we 


should be getting paid a little bit if 


they’re giving us scholarships and not 
allowing us to work. I’m all for it. 
“T would have liked it about four 


years ago. It doesn’t matter now, un- 
less I can sue for back pay...” 

Although an All-American on the 
Walter Camp Foundation team and 
twice an All-Big Eight selection, Tho- 
mas switched “positions” during 
spring practice. 

Nebraska now calls Thomas (and 
other players at his position) an out- 
side linebacker, rather than a defen- 
sive end. It’s only a semantic change. 
The responsibilities remain basically 
the same, Thomas says, including pass 
rush, blitz and dropping back into 
pass coverage. 

“It frees me up to go and find the 
football,” he says. 

Thomas claims he has been rated 
with the wrong players when it came 
to post-season honors. He’s a line- 
backer, not a lineman. 

“l’m happy they did it;’ Thomas 
says. “I'd been waiting for it since day 
one when I got here.’ 
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1,000’s of Big Red Items Write for Catalog 


OPENING SOON IN Li @iN 


Downtown-Centrum Mall-2nd Floor 


Officially Licensed Products 


© Genuine Husker T S-XL $10.95 Sweat avail. $22.95 

© NU Shorts 50/50 Poly-Cotton S-XL $15.95 

@ 27” Pennant Clock $29.95 

© Herbie Jam Shorts 50/50 Poly Cotton Lined S-XL $19.95 
© Herbie Boxer Shorts—unlined $9.95 


© 100% Acrylic Sweat Jams—front & back print S-XL $17.95 


© “Lion Crest” UNL Sweatshirt—S-XL $23.95 T avail. $10.95 


© “Husker Crunch Club” T-shirt S-XL $10.95 

© Mascot T-shirt S-XL $10.95 

© Panel Sweatshirt S-XL $25.95 

Metal License Plate Frames $10.00 pair red or white 
© Blackshirt T-shirt S-XL $10.95 2X $12.95 

© Helmet Lamp $29.95 


© Plush Bears by Dakin—Cheerleader/Football Player/Fan $9.95 


© Garfield by Dakin—"Football is my life" on shirt back $21.95 


© Furry Ice Mitts—red or white $7.95 
© 12” Thermometer $17.95 


3926 N. 90th * Omaha, NE 68134 
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A Reflection 


TOM OSBORNE PAUSES TO TALK ABOUT WHAT'S 
ON HIS MIND, ON THE FIELD AND OFF 


Tom Osborne has come a long way 
during the past 15 years. So far, in fact, 
that his: actions or pronouncements 
on a particular subject can cause rip- 
ple effects across Nebraska and the 
nation. 

He certainly hasn't achieved elder- 
statesman status as yet because he’s 
still a young, vigorous, enthusiastic, 
dedicated and successful major col- 
lege football coach. But people do 
seek his opinions, his advice and his 
counsel on a wide range of subjects. 

It wasn’t always that way. Dr. Tom 
spent the first few years of his head- 
coaching career struggling to escape 
the Bob Devaney legend. All of his 
defeats — which were not many — 
and many of his victories were com- 
pared to the ultimate measuring stick 
in Nebraska: What would Bob have 
done in that game? 

Devaney, of course, is still the chair- 
man of the board for Nebraska foot- 
ball, so to speak, serving as a highly 
successful athletic director and Corn- 
husker Hall of Fame guru. 

Tom Osborne, meanwhile, has 
forged his own coaching legend and 
carved his own niche in the yet-to-be- 
written history books as one of the 
most successful coaches in the college 
football ranks. 

It hasn’t been easy, either. Tom has 
had to establish a football program, 
based on “his way;” not his predeces- 
sor’s — although he is firmly indebted 
to Devaney and knows full well his 
roots stem from those glory years of 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

In doing so, the Husker coach has 
had to traverse a path frequently 
blocked by personal and institution- 
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al barriers that would have tested 
even the strongest of men. Most 
would have been found wanting and 
tossed in the towel, but Tom has kept 
his head, stiffened his back, mapped 
his strategy and battled diligently 
toward a successful program. 

Who would have bet anyone could 
have succeeded Bob Devaney and 
lasted 15 years with 15 bowl games, 
15 Top 10 finishes and 15 seasons 
with nine or more wins? How many 
people could overcome the grief that 
follows tragic deaths for two players 
and one coach? How many men can 
shake off heart-bypass surgery and 
return to robust living that included 
running and the stress of recruiting 
and college football coaching? 

Countless organizations across 
Nebraska seek Osborne as the “head” 
of their fund drives or causes and he 
seldom says no to those requests he 
deems worthy. He maintains strong 
ties with his church, and is a leader, 
locally and nationally, in the Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes, 

Dr. Tom is also quick to jump to the 
front, with forceful opposition, if he 
feels his football team or the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska is being badly used. 
He has been a force within the Col- 
lege Football Association from its in- 
ception and he has continually sought 
legislation favorable to student- 
athletes within the NCAA arena. 

The following are Tom Osborne’s 
thoughts on a number of issues per- 
tinent to the talked-about activities in 
the world today as he heads into his 
27th year at the University of Nebras- 
ka, the last 15 as head football coach. 

HI: If everything goes well, Nebras- 
ka should be fighting for the Big Eight 
title next November, right at election 
time when the presidential race will 
steal some thunder from college foot- 
ball. On this rather serious subject, 
how closely have you followed the 
campaigns so far? 

Osborne: I follow the political cam- 
paigns fairly close. 

HI: Have you talked with Jack Kemp 
at all during the races? 

Osborne: I have not talked to Jack 
Kemp during the campaigns. He oc- 
casionally drops me a note, but we 
have not visited personally for some 


time. 

HI; Several sports figures have got- 
ten into politics. Recruiting, a strong 
point for you, is a lot like campaign- 
ing. Have you ever considered public 
office? 

Osborne: No. 

HI: On the flipside, do you think Er- 
nie Chambers would make a good foot- 
ball coach? 

Osborne: I don’t think so, but Er- 
nie Chambers doesn’t think I would 
make a good football coach either. 

HI: How well do you know Senator 
Chambers? Did that whole ‘“‘pay-for- 
play” episode in the legislature change 
your feelings on the effectiveness of our 
government, especially in light of the 
bill’s requirement that other Big Eight 
“states” must also pass similar rules? 

Osborne: I know Chambers fairly 


well. | agree in principle with the bill 
proposed before the Nebraska state 
legislature that athletes should be 
given more financial consideration 
than they currently are under NCAA 
rules. However, I believe that the 
NCAA and the universities them- 
selves are the proper forum for decid- 
ing on these issues and I am against 
deciding NCAA issues in state or fed- 
eral legislation. 

HI: If rules like that should become 
common in the next decade, it’s possi- 
ble that “big-time” schools could get 
“bigger” and smaller football pro- 
grams could slip in comparison. And, 
frankly, that might only help Nebras- 
ka. But “big-time” football can also 
produce “big-time” headaches for 
head coaches as they deal with the off- 
the-field duties that come with it. 
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Along those lines, have you ever con- 
sidered what it would have been like 
to have coached at a smaller college? 
Do you think coaching might be more 
fun if you had more time to give to the 
players and coaches, instead of the me- 
dia, boosters, bureaucrats and TV? 

Osborne: I believe that if schools 
are given a free reign to pav athletes 
in accordance with their ability to pay, 
obviously tremendous inequities 
would very quickly occur. The 
University of Michigan, with 105,000 
people in attendance every week, 
would theoretically be in a better po- 
sition to pay their athletes than 
schools averaging 15,000 to 20,000 in 
attendance. 

It does seem that over the last 10 
years that the number of off-the-field 


details that have to be taken care of 


have certainly become more evident, 
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and it does appear that coaching at 
a smaller school would minimize 
some of those headaches. 

HI: Let’s talk a little about the me- 
dia. Strictly from a coach's viewpoint, 
how would you describe the “perfect” 
sportswriter or sports broadcaster? 
Nebraska, in general, and you, in par- 
ticular, seem to have a good relation- 
ship with the media. From what you've 
seen, does that “perfect” sports jour- 
nalist exist? 

Osborne: I don’t know exactly what 
a perfect journalist might be. The 
qualities that I appreciate most are 


people that have the qualities of 


honesty and integrity in reporting; 
where a journalist goes out of his or 
her way to make sure that he or she 
has all the facts, that he or she has ex- 
amined all sides of an issue and has 
been very precise on the quotes. [also 


appreciate a sense of fairness, in that 
occasionally we come to feel that a 
journalist has a point of view to estab- 
lish when he or she begins the inter- 
viewing process and, as a result, really 
is not open to exploring the issue in 
a fair manner, Generally I find most 
of the journalists that I deal with are 
accurate and fair. 

HI; What about yourself? Do you 
think it would be fun after coaching 
to sit at a typewriter or in a broadcast 
booth to describe what you used to do? 

Osborne: [ wouldn't mind doing 
some commentating at some time 
about football. T don’t know that I 
would want to write a column about 
it. 

HI: How often do you read the 
sports pages or watch sports on tele- 
vision? Do you ever watch your own 
replay shows? 

Osborne: I watch sports programs 
frequently, read the sports pages quite 
regularly, but usually I do not have 
time to watch my own television 
replay show, 

Hl: Your teams at Nebraska have 
had a lot of on-the-field success, and 
that translates into fond memories, But 
what would you say has been your 
fondest memory from the practice 
field, which really is where you spend 
most of your time with the team? 

Osborne: The most satisfaction that 
I get out of football is seeing players 
who appear to be of average or below 
average ability become great players 
through hard work and effort. I also 
enjoy very much seeing players who 
have had personal difficulties or aca- 
demic problems turn these areas of 
their lives around. 

HI: Since you have spent most of 
your working life with young men, do 
you think there'll ever be a day when 
you're in a classroom, teaching histo- 
ry or English to high school or college 
students? 

Osborne: I believe that there is a 
possibility that I might one day return 
to the classroom at least on a part 
time basis. I did enjoy teaching very 
much and believe that this is one area 
that I would enjoy again. 

HI: What about your writing 
career? With “More Than Winning” 
behind you, do you have any other 
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books in the works? 

Osborne: I have no other books 
planned. Actually the book, More 
Than Winning, was written in con- 
junction with Jack Roberts, and I 
thought Jack did a fine job of putting 
the book together. 

HI: What does Tom Osborne like to 
read these days? Any particular 
authors you keep up with? 

Osborne: I read mostly non-fiction, 
I am interested in books on theology, 
philosophy, and psychology. I also do 


A Reflection 


—— SSS 


some reading of 
material. 

HI: Besides your replay show, 
what's the best viewing on TV, in your 
opinion? 

Osborne: The best viewing on tel- 
evision, as far as 1am concerned, are 
some of the in-depth news programs, 
such as “60 Minutes.” and some 
sports programs. 

HI: Television really is having an im- 
pact on education, and some schools 
even use it extensively in teaching. Do 


biographical 
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you think there might be a day when 
television and video recorders might 
become a big part of college football 
so that the VCR and a tape might be 
just as common as today’s typical 
playbook? 

Osborne: We have switched over 
from the use of film to video tape, and 
I believe that the use of the VCR and 
tape is becoming more and more im- 
portant in training players. 

HI; Pittsburgh's Craig Heyward re- 
cently was drafted by an NFL team, 
even with a year of college eligibility 
left. What impact will that have on col- 
lege football do you think? Have you 
talked to any of the pro scouts about 
Heyward’s decision? Do they seem to 
feel comfortable with this develop- 
ment? 

Osborne: I don’t know much about 
Craig Heyward’s situation. I believe 
that most college football coaches are 
uneasy with the admission of players 
who have not completed their eligi- 
bility under the NFL draft. Jackie 
Sherrill, Joe Paterno and I visited with 
Pete Roselle and others from the NFL 
office a year ago about this matter. 

HI; Heyward seems to be just 
another example of certain greediness 
that’s gotten a lot of media attention. 
Of course, it doesn’t compare to some 
of the “ethical mistakes” that have 
been made on Wall Street, in govern- 
ment and even among TV evangelists. 
The national media give plenty of at- 
tention to these events, which have be- 
come more common in the past couple 
of years. Do you think there’s some- 
thing to be learned by society from the 
moral miscues of people like Ivan 
Boesky, Jim and Tammy Bakker, Jim- 
my Swaggart, Gary Hart, plus Iran- 
Contra, etc? 

Osborne: There is no question that 
the amount of money being made by 
professional athletes in various sports 
programs has complicated ethical is- 
sues in athletics. It is difficult to de- 
termine sometimes what the “right” 
answers are. It does seem that ethi- 
cal considerations are looming larger 
and larger in our country at the 
present time, and hopefully all of us 
can benefit from some of the mistakes 
that have been made by people in 
public life in recent months. 


HI: Along those lines, do you think 
college football could someday become 
too successful? That is, college football 
could generate so much money and 
media exposure and fan interest that 
it becomes very much like profession- 
al football. It’s already putting a 
tremendous strain on the “amateur” 
status of college ball. 

Osborne: I’m not real sure that col- 
lege football will become like profes- 
sional football. We are beginning to 
see a recession in television money 
available because of the proliferation 
of college football on television. There 
is no question, though, that there are 
professional aspects to the college 
game. 

HI: If you were to find a magic bot- 
tle with an NCAA genie inside, what 
three wishes would you ask for as it 
relates to NCAA rules and_ policy 
making? 

Osborne: I would like to see the en- 
tire Pell Grant exempted so that a col- 
lege athlete with a maximum need 
would receive the full $2,100 Pell 
Grant instead of $1,400 as he now 
does. Also, I would like to see some 


type of monthly stipend of $50 or so | 


for revenue producing sport athletes, 
if this were possible. And I would like 
to see the divisions within the NCAA 
further refined so that schools with 
like playing and economic conditions 
were matched up as far as voting 
privileges. We currently have many 
schools in Division I who are so dis- 
similar to other schools in Division I 
that there is not enough common 
ground, I am sure that this occurs also 
in other divisions. 

HI: Overall, in 10 years, do you 
think the college game (from X’s and 
O’s to fan support) will be better or 
worse off? 

Osborne: I believe that most of the 
major legislation that is needed has 
been passed. Proposition 48 should 
have an impact on academics. Drug 
testing should have a positive impact. 
I believe that NCAA rules will be and 
are in the process of being made more 
rational. One big problem that still 
needs to be addressed is that of the 
sports agents. Overall, I think that the 
game will be better off in 10 years 
than it is today. 
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Realistic But Complex 


A MAN OF EXTREMES AND SUPERLATIVES, 
STEVE TAYLOR FIGHTS TO FIND HIS HAPPY MEDIUM. 


For the unsuspecting, a chat with 
Steve Taylor can quickly change from 
harmless patter to the equivalent of 
sticking one’s emotional fork into the 
plugged-in toaster of life. 

After the meltdown, there sits Tay- 
lor, smiling, leaning back, comfort- 
able and still waiting. You see, even 
the quickest wits strain figuring what 
to say to a guy who has just looked 
them in the eye and said as if it were 
nothing more than his social security 
number, “I’m a stud.” 

Unarmed folk stagger off, assuming 
Taylor suffers from some Napoleonic 
delirium, having missed his point. In- 
side, he’s pleading: “Play with me! 
Let’s go! Let’s have some fun. I want 
your best shot. Tease me back!” 

Taylor, Nebraska’s senior quarter- 
back and Heisman Trophy candidate, 
can be misunderstood at first glance. 
But at second glance, it’s easier to see 
a fairly realistic, but complex, Cali- 
fornian who's got a decent shot at 
leading NU to the enchanted land of 
national title showdowns, which in 
1988 will also be realistic but 
complex. 

The reality of Taylor’s day-to-day 
life starts each morning with his ad- 
diction — a savage competitive spirit, 
demanding extreme results, mostly 
good, now and then bad. Tucked away 
in his Lincoln apartment closet sits a 


Largely because of Taylor (9), 
Nebraska should have its most 
potent offense in years. 
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Monopoly board game, and scrawled 
on the box is Steve Taylor — Monop- 
oly King. 

“T wrote that,’ he says. “You can 
have a good time winning lots of 
money, and nobody gets hurt or in- 
jured like they do in football. Football 
can be fun, and I really do love it, but 
I also love Monopoly and other games 
or sports that aren’t as serious.” 

But Monopoly can be serious. Just 
ask little Scott. 

Scott Semrad, 13, and l-year-old 
Jeff are the truly “little” brothers that 
Taylor has yearned for. They’re the 
sons of Dan and Sue Semrad of Lin- 
coln, and this family remains a home- 
away-from-home for Taylor long after 
the Lincoln Parents program ended. 
That’s how they met. Even though 
that support group for athletes end- 
ed in 1986, the Semrads and Taylor 
actually grew closer. 

Scott’s seen his “big brother’ at the 
Monopoly board. 

An eighth-grader, Scott sums up 
Taylor with the charming candor only 
kids dish out: “When I first met Steve, 
he was real nice and polite, but now 
he’s just like a normal brother. Steve's 
real good at Monopoly, and he doesn’t 
like to lose. One time he was playing 
with Jeff and a friend when the other 
kid started to buy property Steve 
wanted, and Steve kind of went crazy.’ 

Scott recalls last summer’s tennis 
grudge matches between Taylor and 
former teammate Hendley Hawkins. 
Says Scott, “Hendley is really good, 
and I guess he beat Steve most of the 
time, even though Steve is real good, 
too. He wanted to beat Hendley pret- 
ty bad, and when he did this one time, 
Steve was so happy he said he was go- 
ing to carve a big ‘X’ in his tennis rac- 
quet so he'd always remember.’ 

“Well,” says Taylor, “Hendley is a 
tournament-caliber player.” 

The 6-foot and 195-pound Taylor 
regularly looks for “the game,” and it 
could be as simple as playing pool 
with junior wingback Richard Bell, or 
it could be more serious. 

In the case of Oklahoma quarter- 
back Jamelle Holieway, that competi- 
tive urge loomed ominous, and Taylor 
paid an emotional price for it. 

First, some background. Taylor 


Yes, there’s a 
good reason 
why Taylor 
wears 
baseball 
caps. 


played well enough as a freshman to 
qualify as “phenom” material, showed 
streaky brilliance as a sophomore 
starter and broke records as a junior. 
Who’s kidding who? Nebraska quar- 
terbacks rank as hot media topics 
even if they talk and play like Winnie 
the Pooh. So, the articulate Taylor 
found himself in the media often 
enough to rank with the big boys. 
That included Holieway, who led OU 
to a national title in 1985 as a 
freshman. 

The comparison “game” had been 
brought out of the closet, and Taylor 
instinctively coiled, ready to strike. 

“The media hounded Steve about 
Jamelle;’ says Ray Hooper, Taylor’s 
high school coach, sometime legal 
guardian and confidant. But more on 
that later. “Steve is so competitive he 
wants to win at anything. My wife 
Nancy is a fine bowler, and when she 
and Steve would bowl against each 
other when he stayed with us in San 
Diego back in high school, my gosh, 


I'd just stand back. Something just 
clicks inside of him. 

“So, when it came to comparisons 
with Jamelle, nobody defended Steve 
in the press. He was alone. I honestly 
feel — and we talked right after the 
game — that Steve heard about 
Jamelle so much that he finally felt he 
had to be the one to say it. 

“That’s when the Missouri quotes 
came out.” 

What the newspapers didn’t print 
were the words to a song: 

Here I go again on my own 

Goin’ down the only road I’ve ever 

known 

Like a drifter, I was born to walk 

alone 

And I’ve made up my mind 

I ain’t wastin’ no more time 

So here I go again 

Here I go again 

Here I go 

— Whitesnake 

Finding a crumb of truth in that 

song, some of Taylor’s friends say this 
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independent, hard-working and ag- 
gressive lad had little choice. Tempt- 
ed with a verbal shot at the Sooner 
QB, Taylor simply could not, “Just say 
no comment.” 

Here’s what Taylor says: 


“That episode is a very real part of 


my life, and I probably made a mis- 
take by saying what I said, and I 
should have used more tact. But I’m 
going to learn from it and go on. 

“The team came out of that game 
on a high. The team played well, and 
I played well, with four touchdown 
passes and a long run for another one. 
Everyone was excited. After the game, 
we were mobbed by the press, and it 
was crowded and loud, which made 
the atmosphere wild. A reporter 
asked me if I thought I was faster and 
better than Jamelle. And they asked 
if | thought we were better than Ok- 
lahoma. 

“I said what I felt. My first couple 
of years, the comparisons with 
Jamelle bothered me, but last year I 
felt our performances on the field said 
it all. Now I see that nobody, includ- 
ing me, can accurately compare us 
because of the teams and offenses we 
work with. Jamelle is good at running 
the wishbone, and I’m good at what 
I do. It’s like comparing Jamelle to a 
BYU quarterback. 

“It came out in the papers like the 
first thing I said out of the dressing 
room was ‘I’m better than Jamelle’ 
But I only answered a question, and 
that was a mistake. It was an unan- 
swerable question.’ 

And Taylor likes answerable ques- 
tions, the kind he might ask about 
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Four years out 
of high school, 
Taylor still 
remains close 
to his coach, 
Ray Hooper. 


jazz, fashion, business, law, Mozart, 
football, the Nebraska state flower or 
anything that’ makes him smarter, 
more self-sufficient. “I can learn 
something new from anybody,” says 
Taylor, who has many of those answers 
in his one-bedroom apartment, sim- 
ple but highly personal. 

“Here are my Nagels;’ he says 
proudly of two prints on the wall. Jazz 
by Najee is his music of choice. His 
aquarium hosts a peaceful, goldfish- 
gulping Moby Dick. The kitchen cup- 
boards feature Taylor’s personal 
menu. The drawers hold his favorite 
cooking utensils. Awards hang in the 


bedroom, as he resists the advice of 


fast friend and all-star teammate 
Broderick Thomas to showcase those 
honors in the front room. The 
bathroom tile shines disgustingly. In 
the closet are well-thought-out Steve 
Taylor fashions and the Monopoly 
game. 

“T could stay in my apartment all 
day,” Taylor says of his craving for soli- 
tude in the small home he personally 
decorated. “The other day I did. I just 
stayed home and cleaned the apart- 
ment, which isn’t unusual for me be- 
cause I don’t feel pressure to go out 
every Friday and Saturday. I also like 
cooking and watching a movie or 
listening to music, Najee or maybe 
Jonathan Butler.’ 

Or Mozart? 

“Well, I don’t have Mozart tapes in 
my car or listen to him before games, 
but I feel better now that I’ve taken 
a music appreciation class and know 
what he did for music. Here I was in 
college, and I didn’t know who he 


was, so I felt out of it when his name 
came up. Now I know,’ 

Steve Taylor: Mister Curious. 

LaRu DeKock was Lincoln High 
School librarian when Taylor, then a 
junior, became her aide. 

“LaRu made me a more balanced 
person,” says Taylor. “She exposed me 
to a lot of educational and cultural op- 
portunities.” 

DeKock, still at Lincoln, only 
laughs. “I didn’t expose him to any- 
thing,” she says. “It was more that he 
right away asked a lot of questions. 
Steve has a lot of interests. He want- 
ed to know about music, theater and 
architecture and, during football 
recruiting, he wanted to know about 
the weather in Nebraska, what kind 
of city Lincoln was and what plants 
and trees grew there.” 

Today, Taylor eye-balls every home 
he’s in, looking for an architectural 
idea he'll use someday in his own 
dream house. He scans magazines for 
styles he can wear and afford. Weeks 
later, a Steve Taylor “look,” perhaps 
as simple as curled jean cuffs, sprouts 
on campus. ‘Honestly, I didn’t mean 
to do that,” he says. “Guys on the 
team even hated it at first. 

“I just keep an eye out for new 
things. You can learn from anybody, 
I talk football with Gerry Gdowski 
and Mickey Joseph, and even though 
I’m the starter and they’re the back- 
ups, I learn from them all the time.” 

What Taylor has learned deep in- 
side is that the world can be a hard, 
cold place and it takes hard work to 
survive, and in his bluntly realistic 
world, he wants dearly to survive. He 
takes life seriously. 

“In high school, Steve was like a 
30-year-old man in a 17-year-old’s 
body,’ says Ed Outlaw, an LHS team- 
mate who's now a Husker. They were, 
and still are, close. “He didn’t go to 
a lot of parties, and he didn’t want to 
be a celebrity. You could even say he 
stayed aloof?’ 

Hooper, a big influence on Taylor, 
encouraged that. He wanted Taylor to 
be above the crowd. The crowd, 
where Taylor was from, was vicious. 

“Southern California doesn’t have 
real ghettos,” says Hooper. “But West 
Fresno, where Steve grew up, is as 


28 Preseason Annual 


close as you can get. The drugs were 
incredible. I had to drive players 
home after practice so they wouldn't 
get beat up.” 

Hoop, as Taylor calls him, is a big 
man with a big voice. This giant 
coached Taylor at Edison High School 
in Fresno before moving to San Die- 
go as Lincoln head coach before Tay- 
lor’s junior year. A second decision 
needed to be made, Thinking of Tay- 
lor’s football career and well-being, 
Hoop asked the teen star to join him. 
He did. After soul-searching with his 
mother Dulcena, he moved to San 
Diego, lived with Hoop (who became 
his legal guardian), went home only 
on holidays and played two years at 
LHS. 

“T think I got him out in the nick 
of time,” says Hooper. 

Taylor often repeats a haunting 
message: “That area was wild — the 
gangs, drugs, sex, crime.” 

Better to be above the crowd than 
devoured by it. 

Though almost 450 miles from his 
mother, Taylor grew up for two years 
with her fiery brand of discipline still 
inside him, right next to Hoop’s 
demanding influence. 

Dulcena’s words as a young, 
divorced mother became her son’s 
reality. She was a repetitious mom: 
work, work, work, work. 

Taylor idolizes his mom for that. 

This winter, he saw a typical Oprah 
Winfrey TV show, this one about 
young mothers on government aid 
and walking the welfare tightrope. He 
got on the phone. 

“Mom, I didn’t realize we might 
have been considered poor.’ 

“Steven, we had what we needed 
and some of what we wanted.” 

“But you weren't on aid and you 
worked all the time, two jobs.” 

“Yes, I did.’ 

Dulcena, who laughs and talks as 
quickly and smoothly as her son runs, 
recalls her burden of raising six chil- 
dren alone with fondness. The Taylors 
really weren't poor. They were always 
a good 50 cents above poverty level. 
Plenty of money to buy her a winter 
coat. It just had to last six years. Lots 
of cash to buy the second-oldest child 
a clarinet. Only the next four kids also 


had to launch their music careers on 
a hand-me-down clarinet. 

Taylor is just as frugal. 

“Tt seems so crazy for someone to 
get out of college owing money,” he 
says. “There are students who take 
out personal loans and get credit 
cards so that the first thing they do 
out of school is pay off bills. That’s one 
thing I can say — I don’t owe any 
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Quite possibly you'll be getting a lot of extras somewhere in business, 

; ; ; no one else can provide. We wemake more sense than 

WithVectorOne’ mobile — were formerly part of AT&7, — anewset of tires. 

phone service, you can the company that invented 333-5060 

Call one customer while Cellular service. Our factory- 

driving fo see another. You —_ trained specialists can — 

can rearrange appoint- provide expert installation ss crumanwoae pwone seevce 


money and I’m not going to owe any- 
body money. That’s why I find it hard 
to see why players take money from 
agents. They don’t give you money. 
They want you indebted to them. 
“TI wonder about pro football and 
what agents do to deserve five or 10 
percent of a player’s money. You're 
talking about tens of thousands of dol- 
lars, and for what? If I get a chance 


GGG 


in any kind of car. And our 
customer service represeni- 
atives will make sure you 
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to deal with a pro contract, ['m go- 
ing to make sure I know all the de- 
tails and know what I'm getting. I 
probably could do some of it myself” 

But Taylor is open-minded enough 
to look beyond pro football. As seri- 
ously as he takes life, Tavlor knows 
there’s fun to be had. 

He's the consummate teaser. 

“Steve got a lot of that from our 


Realistic But Complex 


house,” says Hoop, who had two teen- 
age kids of his own plus countless 
drop-in football players. “I love to 
tease. If you played a bad game, you 
might as well brace yourself when you 
come home.” 

He booms out a laugh. 

“If you didn’t tease back at our 
place, we'd have you in tears.” 

Taylor rarely teared. 


GREAT PEOPLE 
GREAT COPIES 
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16th & Douglas 


114th & Davenport 
333-3390 


48th & Vine 
466-8159 


Once, he came close. 

You see, Dulcena, her son and 
Hoop talked at length about Taylor 
bettering himself in San Diego. It was 
a group decision and a tough one. Far 
from home in a different world, it be- 
came too tough for the 16-vear-old. 
Dulcena’s phone rang. 

“Mom, | want to come home.” 

“Steven, before you left, | asked if 
you really wanted to go. You're voung, 
but you knew it was going to be total- 
ly different. But you said ‘Yes, I want 
to go. You decided that before you 
left.” 

She told her son, “No.” 

Dulcena’s stand was 


firm. You 


| shouldn't give up. You must give it 


vour best shot. 

“It didn’t seem right at the time.” 
she recalls. “But if Thad let him come 
home, he probably couldn’t have ac- 
complished what he has, I'm glad 1 
wasn't a weak mother” Her son 
learned the raw reality of making and 
keeping promises. 

The stark reality most Husker fans 
enjoy is Taylor’s almost boundless ath- 
letic skill. 

Taylor returns in ’88 as Nebraska's 
first All-American quarterback since 
1976. He owns rushing and passing 
records. The Huskers are 18-4 in 
games he’s started. 

But that just scratches the surface, 

Dulcena has either stored away or 
thrown away countless awards for 
basketball, soccer, track, marbles plus 
football. A great baseball player, Tay- 
lor was drafted by the pros out of high 
school, never goes anywhere without 
a baseball cap and intends to play for 
NU next spring. And that doesn’t take 
into account Taylor’s “leisure’’ success 
at billiards, tennis and even diving. 

Still, his skill he takes most pride 
in is more mental and emotional than 
physical. It’s leadership. 

Coach Tom Osborne talks about it 
constantly. Taylor lives and breathes 
it. His teammates respect it. 

Outlaw remembers it even in high 
school. “In a lot of ways, Steve is fun- 
ny and can be a real joker, but he also 
knows that it’s hard to kid around and 
and be buddy-buddy with your team- 
mates. As a leader, they won't respect 
you because they think you're just 


one of the guys. 

“Steve took his role as team leader 
very seriously. Sometimes too serious- 
ly, He felt so responsible to the team 
that he would take the game on his 
shoulders. Not in a selfish way. Not 
trying to be a star. But just to win, He 
knew what his talents were and knew 
that he could win a game by himself?” 

Joe Outlaw was Ed’s father and 
Hoop’s close friend. He also coached 
at LHS and, as a retired Army 
colonel, was an expert on leadership, 
And Steve Taylor. 

“To the average person, Steve 
almost seemed selfish.” he explains, 
“He wanted to do what was right. He 
made decisions that were right for the 
team and right for him. He was a no- 
nonsense person.” 

For example, Taylor did not smoke 
pot, but some Lincoln teammates did. 
He told them that’s wrong and it hurt 
the team. They told him that’s weird 
and he hurt their high. Suspecting it 


himself, Hoop later confronted Tay- 
lor, “Are these guys on drugs?” 


Having given fair warning, Taylor 


wasn't going to lie. 

“I’m not a squealer,” he says. “I’m 
not going to run to coaches and tell 
on people like little kids tell on each 
other. But Hoop asked me a question, 
and I answered him.’ 

Hoop issued his reprimand, and 
there was no more pot smoking, “At 
least not around Steve and I,” says the 
voung Outlaw. 

In spring practice, with Taylor out 
injured, Nebraska's backup quarter- 
backs struggled and Osborne men- 
tioned time and again how Taylor's 
leadership was missed. It was his 
leadership that led NU to wins over 
such foes as UCLA, Arizona State and 
Oklahoma State last year, plus Flori- 
da State and Louisiana State in 1986 
while pushing OU to wit’s end. 

“Yes, I take my role as a leader seri- 
ously,” says Taylor. “And, yes, by ex- 
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ample. I've got to go to class. I've got 
to be at practice. I've got to stay out 
of bad activities. It’s critical to get 
along on the team, even if you don’t 
like someone personally. You can still 
get along professionally. To me, suc- 
cess is my team’s success. I'm proud 
of my accomplishments, and I’m 
proud of my team," 

Ultimate leadership to Taylor is 
bouncing back, whether it's from 
football defeats, broken hearts or 
crushed egos, Being resilient, 

“Tm not perfect,’ he says. ‘“No- 
body’s perfect. I've made mistakes. 
But all I ean do is look at what makes 
Steve Taylor happy. That's all anyone 
can do — concentrate on the goals 
and standards you set for yourself. 
And, of course, there'll be times when 
I fall short, which is part of life. But 
Pl just bounce back?’ 

So here | go again 

Here I go again 


Here I go. @ 
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Oklahoma State’s New Math 
Still Adds Up To Big Two 


It’s just real hard to swallow. Seems 
every few years the U.S. Census 
Bureau proclaims that the average 
American household contains 2.3 
children or some such whole number 
plus change. That point-three stuff al- 
ways gets a laugh. Some dad will say, 
“My youngest boy sure eats like he’s 
more than three-tenths of a kid. Yuk, 
yuk.” 

The latest temperature-taking of 
the Big Eight seems to indicate Ok- 
lahoma and Nebraska may be joined 
by an enfant de force. Sort of like one 
more hungry mouth to feed at the 
McDonald’s drive-through window of 
Big Eight championships. The point- 
three in 1988 could be Oklahoma 
State. 

He's only a junior, but Cowboy 
quarterback Mike Gundy seems like 
he’s been in the Big Eight since the 


THE 1988 RACE 


1, Nebraska: Now this is the offense 
of the future — a blend of running 
and passing that defies comprehen- 
sion, Trendy college teams may find 
they’re passing more and enjoying it 
less. Tom Osborne could have his best 
offense, well worth imitating, 

2. Oklahoma: Losing five All- 
Americans has sent OU to the emer- 
gency room for repairs. The patient 
is still alive. Trouble is, most of the 
good news comes from pediatrics. 
They'll be talented but very young. 

3. Oklahoma State: With their ta- 
lent, the Cowboys should easily go to 
one of the “conceptual” bowls: Free- 
dom, Liberty, All-American, Holiday. 
O-State’s still short of reaching the 
wear-it-eat-it bowls: Orange, Cotton, 
Sugar. 

4. Colorado: The Buffs learned in 
their much-ballyhooed rematch with 
Nebraska that you don’t fool with 
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early ’80s. It would take a full career 
for most guys to set as many school 
records as Gundy has in only a sea- 
son and a half. And he might even be 
a Heisman Trophy candidate some- 
day. No fooling. He'd be the Big 
Kight’s best right now if OU and 
Nebraska had mere mortals at quar- 
terback instead of Jamelle Holieway 
and Steve Taylor. Which relates to the 
old saw about what a frog wouldn’t 
bump on a log when he jumped if he 
had wings. Comical but impossible. 

So, it doesn’t matter that OSU has 
fly-paper split end Hart Lee Dykes, 
star runner Barry Sanders, stealth 
bomber David Bailey, plus the Green 
Hornet and Kato in the secondary. It’s 
still unrealistic to think Coach Pat 
Jones and OSU can beat the Big Reds. 

Here’s why, 

There’s no argument here that Ok- 


Mother Nature. Dick Vitale can 
promise to stick his tongue in a 
220-volt outlet if Colorado beats one 
of the Big Reds, and he'll still be safe. 

5. Missouri: After the Tigers played 
so well last year against Syracuse, In- 
diana and Oklahoma, it’s clear they 
weren't half bad. They could even 
leapfrog past Colorado this fall if 
Coach Woody Widenhofer gets his 
Tony. 

6. Iowa State: If Earl Bruce had 
returned to Ames, the Cyclones could 
have really started to make things in- 
teresting in the Big Eight. He didn’t 
and they won't. 

7. Kansas State: A college football 
astrologer said now is a good time to 
pick KSU someplace other than last. 

8. Kansas: If Earl Bruce had taken 
the KU job, he would have been cra- 
zy. New coaches and a new 
philosophy should help, but it'll take 
time. Eons, perhaps. 


lahoma and Nebraska lost tons of 
great talent, the Huskers in their 
defensive line, and the Sooners here, 
there and yon. But who could deny 
that both schools lead the league by 
far in overall depth? Nobody except 
Jimmy Johnson during his OSU days 
of over-rating the Pokes and under- 
rating the rest. 

Both return their starting quarter- 
backs and centers (excellent players 
in each case). Nobody left the Big Red 
coaching staffs. The only returning 
All-Americans in the league wear red 
on Saturdays, and, as of press time, the 
networks still weren't scrambling to 
negotiate the OU-OSU or Husker- 
Cowboy games for TV. 

Still, Oklahoma State looks relative- 
ly strong in 1988, and the Big Reds 
cannot hide their slightly chinked ar- 
mor. It may be close. 

Throughout the conference, 
though, offense is hot and defense is 
not. Big Eight publicists and coaches 
are bringing tasty morsels to the me- 
dia feeding trough: 

“Our running backs are the fastest 
we've ever had.’ 

“Our receivers can catch anything.” 

“Our quarterback is the greatest 
thing since sliced bread.’ 

“Our quarterback is the best ath- 
lete ever born.” 

“Our right tackle was born in a log 
cabin in Illinois and walked nine 
miles to school everyday.” 

“Our tight end was born in. ..” 

Well, you know the rest. 

Most likely, any running back, new 
or used, that Oklahoma suits up will 
be a jet. Whether it’s injured-but- 
healing Holieway or Charles Thomp- 
son, the Sooner quarterback of choice 
should be deadly. In the offensive line, 
they’ve got All-Conan returnees An- 
thony Phillips and Bob Latham. 
Points, points, points. 


» *» 
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It’s the same up north. Always cor- 
dial Nebraska offers a choice of how 
to get your eyes gouged out. Would 
you like some sizzling Steve Taylor? 
Perhaps some wingback au jus? Try 
the Big Red mousse, courtesy of line- 


men Jake Young and Bob Sledge. Of 


course, there’s always the buffet, com- 
plete with ample servings of I-backs. 

But there’s more. 

O-State may not miss an offensive 
beat, even after losing All-American 
Thurman Thomas, 
Sanders who, along with returning 
Mitch Nash, filled in admirably dur- 
ing Thomas’ ho-hum 1986 campaign. 
Iowa State returns three All-Big Eight 
players on offense — that’s the most 
in the league. Missouri boasts of its 
slickest backfield in years, and 
Colorado is likewise loaded with 
backs. Both also return their quarter- 
backs and centers. 

Even the Big Eight’s version of a 
three-toed sloth — Kansas, Kansas 
State and Iowa State — returns some 
of the better offensive players they've 
had in a while. 

So, look for the Sooners and 
Huskers to be “hanging a_half-a- 
hundred”’ as usual, and don’t be sur- 
prised if CU, OSU and MU score in 
droves while KU, KSU and ISU “hang 
half-a-gallon.” 


because of 


The Big Eight spotlight could be 
a tight squeeze for Nebraska 
and Oklahoma if Oklahoma 
State continues to improve. 


Another reason to expect high- 
scoring conference games is because 
the Big Eight lost so many defensive 


all-stars. Only Broderick Thomas of 


Nebraska returns as an all-league first 
teamer from 1987. Certainly, there’s 
plenty of defensive talent around — 
much of it young and inexperienced 
— but most schools are still thinking, 
“If our defense comes along, we'll be 


okay.” 

If that is the case, the Big Eight 
could make a big splash nationally in 
1988. Oklahoma and Nebraska, of 
course, should adorn most Top 20 
polls up where the little numbers are. 
Oklahoma State finished just a hair 
out of the wire services’ Top 10 last 
January, and the Pokes are bound to 
draw plenty of preseason votes. It will 
take a lot of sick people to get Colora- 
do and Missouri in anybody’s presea- 
son Top 20, but that could change by 
October. That the Buffs (at 7-4) didn’t 
go to a bowl last year was a shame, 
plus Ole Mizzou may have been one 
of the best 5-6 teams in the country. 
Big Eight officials should be op- 
timistic. 

Up where they play hardball, Ok- 
lahoma and Nebraska entertain some 
guarded hopes of national champion- 
ships. They both teeter on the edge 
of greatness. With a little shove, either 
could tumble into the green pastures 
of a New Year’s Day clash for No. 1, 
or, if injuries swarm and young studs 
stub their toes, either could chew on 
the tasteless cud of a three-loss 
season. 

And who knows, there might even 
be a dramatic but surprising mid- 
autumn clash between No. 1 and 


No. 2.3. 
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Big Eight Preview 


COLORADO BUFFALOES 
a 


Troubled Buffs Must Survive 
On Dazzling Backs, Young Defense 


Paranoia in the Rockies. 

Coach Bill McCartney should have 
adopted that slogan for his Colorado 
football program last season. 

It would have been appropriate. 

When the Big Eight Conference 
Skywriters assembled in a meeting 
room at Folsom Field to hear McCart- 
ney’s assessment of his 1987 team, a 
student assistant taped newspapers 
over slogans on the wall and made 
certain that plays diagrammed on a 
chalkboard were hidden. 

Taping newspapers on the wall 
might have been an attempt to make 
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the writers feel at home. But cover- 
ing the chalkboard was obviously a 
precaution against spies posing as 
Skywriters. 

What other explanation could 
there have been for those actions? 

Did McCartney really think 
Skywriters understand, much less 
care, what all those Xs and Os mean? 

But wait, there’s more. In the Buffa- 
lo locker room was a schedule on 
which the Nov. 28 game. against 
Nebraska in Boulder had been high- 
lighted in bold, red letters. McCart- 
ney was asked about it. “I refuse to 


Quarterback 
Sal Aunese (8) 
has been in 
the Colorado 
dog house, but 
if unleashed, 
he'll lead a 
quick and 
dangerous 
backfield. 


comment,” he said. 

The Skywriters laughed. 

McCartney didn’t. 

Paranoia in the Rockies? 

It’s probably an indication that 
McCartney has turned Colorado’s 
program around. Now that he’s estab- 
lished a solid base, he can begin wor- 
ryving about the little things. 

The symbolic indication that the 
Buffaloes have turned the corner un- 
der McCartney came two seasons ago, 
when they upset Nebraska in Boulder, 
20-10. The victory, Colorado’s first in 
the series since 1967, gave legitima- 
cy to what McCartney is doing. 

His first four teams lost to Nebras- 
ka, Colorado’s McCartney-designated 
No. | rival, by scores of 40-14, 69-19, 
24-7 and 17-7. 

The upset “showed we were on- 
target to do what we wanted to do.’ 
said McCartney, who's in his seventh 
season at Colorado. He ranks third in 
longevity among Big Eight coaches, 
behind Oklahoma's Barry Switzer and 
Nebraska's Tom Osborne. 

Even though the Buffaloes are on- 
target, “we don’t entertain any 
thoughts that we’ve caught (Nebras- 
ka)?” McCartney said. 

That was apparent last season, 
when the Cornhuskers returned to 
Boulder and won 24-7 to dash Colora- 
do’s hopes of a bowl invitation. 

Colorado was coming off back-to- 
back, post-season bow] appearances, 
losing to Baylor 21-9 in the 1986 Blue- 
bonnet Bowl and losing to Washing- 
ton 20-17 in the 1985 Freedom Bowl. 

Everything points to the fact that 
the Buffaloes. who were 1-10 in 1984, 
are on the right track. “We're Big 
Fight-strong. We don’t have to apolo- 
gize for the size or strength of our kids 
anymore,’ McCartney said. 

The Buffaloes have the team speed 
to compete in the Big Fight. And “our 
staff is Big Eight-worthy.’ said 
McCartney. He and his assistants are 


much more knowledgeable about the 
wishbone offense than they were 
three years ago when they installed it. 

Off the field, a seven-person aca- 
demic support system has been estab- 
lished for the players. And fan interest 
is on the rise. ‘Finally, when you 
come in here and play, the crowd is 
a factor,’ McCartney said. 

He really didn’t have any reasons 
for being paranoid. But you know how 
coaches can be... 

McCartney’s paranoia must have 
flared up during spring drills, which 
ended without either of the Buffaloes’ 
top two quarterbacks practicing. 

Sal Aunese, the returning starter, 
never began spring practice. The 
5-foot-10, 195-pound junior from Vis- 
ta, Calif., was suspended by McCart- 
ney following a dormitory altercation. 
Aunese will return to action in the 
fall. But he “lost ground” by missing 
spring practice, according to 
McCartney. 

With Aunese out, Marc Walters 
stepped into the No, 1 spot. The 6-3, 
175-pound redshirt sophomore from 
Carson, Calif., missed all of last sea- 
son because of a knee injury suffered 
in spring drills. 

Two weeks into last spring’s prac- 
tice, Walters suffered a similar injury, 
to his other knee. During a scrim- 
mage, he planted his left foot and was 
hit high, causing the anterior cruci- 
ate ligament in his left knee to tear. 

“He was really having an excellent 
spring,” said McCartney. “It’s such an 
unfortunate thing to happen to Marc, 
especially since he worked so hard to 
rehabilitate his other knee.” 

Gary Barnett, the Buffaloes’ quar- 
terback coach, said he didn’t have any 
hope Walters could play this fall. 

Walters, however, disagreed, vow- 
ing to go through a strenuous rehabili- 
tation program before deciding 
whether he would give it a try. Form- 
er Colorado defensive tackle Curt 
Koch played last season with a simi- 
lar injury. 

But the demands on a quarter- 
back’s mobility are different than 
those of a defensive lineman, leaving 
Walters’ status seriously in question. 

Freshmen Charles Johnson from 
Detroit and Mike Wahlert from 


Brush, Colo., finished the spring as 
Colorado's first-team quarterbacks. 
They'll, no doubt, step aside for Au- 
nese in the fall. 

Aunese, who became the starter 
three games into last season, led the 
Buffaloes in rushing, passing and scor- 
ing to earn the honor as the Big 
Eight’s Offensive Newcomer of the 
Year. 

Aunese ranked eighth in the con- 
ference in rushing, gaining 612 yards 
and scoring six touchdowns on 122 
carries, 

He also led the conference in pass- 
ing efficiency, completing 23 of 51 for 
522 yards and three touchdowns. He 
was intercepted only once. 

McCartney would like Aunese, who 
didn’t have enough attempts to quali- 
fy in the Big Eight and NCAA pass- 
ing efficiency statistics, to be a more 
effective passer this season. 

“We want to have more of a two- 


Powerful Buff 
fullback Erich 
Kissick (33) 
returns as CU’s 
most 
productive 
running back. 
. He lost only 
one yard last 
year. 


dimensional attack, where we can 
throw the ball out of formations that 
lend themselves to passing the foot- 
ball in passing situations,’ McCartney 
said, 

He also wants the ball in the hands 
of his talented young running backs 
more often this fall. “We'll do that by 
employing a variety of formations, in- 
cluding the I-formation,” he said. 

All three running backs return: 
halfbacks Eric Bieniemy, a 5-6, 
185-pound sophomore, and J.J. Flan- 
nigan, a 5-1, 185-pound junior; and 
fullback Erich Kissick, a 5-1, 
205-pound sophomore. However, 
Anthony Weatherspoon, a two-year 
starter at fullback, will not return be- 
cause of disciplinary action. 

Kissick, Bieniemy and Flannigan 
combined to rush for nearly 1,500 
yards last season in a running attack 
that ranked third in the Big Eight and 
fourth in the nation, averaging 306.4 
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Coach Bill McCartney (top) 
enters his seventh season, the 
last three of which have been 

winners. He’ll count on halfback 

J. J. Flannigan, with the best 

yards-per-carry average among 
CU's halfbacks. 
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rushing yards per game. 

Michael Simmons, a_ 5-5, 
195-pound sophomore fullback, start- 
ed the first six games last season, giv- 
ing Colorado quality depth at that 
position, 

And the Buffaloes are so stocked 
with good young halfbacks, among 
them 5-11, 170-pound sophomore 
Mike Pritchard and 5-10, 155-pound 
redshirt freshman Brent Branch, that 
OC. Oliver, a 5-10, 180-pound junior, 
moved to the secondary during spring 
practice. 

At the same time, George Heming- 
way, a 6-0, 230-pound sophomore 
who started at tight end last season, 
moved to halfback, the position at 
which he was recruited out of high 
school. 

Hemingway's replacement at tight 
end will be either John Perak, a 6-6, 
235-pound junior, or Tom Stone, a 
6-4, 235-pound senior who moved 
over to the offense from linebacker, 

Colorado's other returning starters 
on offense are center Erik Norgard, 
a 6-1, 270-pound senior; and guards 
Darrin Muilenberg, a 6-4, 280-pound 
junior who played tackle last season, 
and Joe Garten, a 6-3, 270-pound 
sophomore. 

Back-up guards Scott Rasmussen, 
6-4, 265, and Dean Davis, 6-5, 280, 
are two-year letterman seniors, 

Norgard, all-conference honorable 
mention a year ago, is considered one 
of the top centers in the Big Eight. He 
started every game last fall after sit- 
ting out the previous season because 
of a broken ankle. 

The offensive tackles will come 
from a group that includes: Bill Cole- 
man, a 6-4, 270-pound junior; Mark 
Vander Poel, a 6-8, 270-pound sopho- 
more; Greg Gould, a 6-5, 260-pound 
junior; and Randy Hartzler, a 6-5, 
265-pound sophomore. 

Colorado has a pair of experienced 
split ends in Jo Jo Collins, a 6-0, 
190-pounid senior and three-year let- 
terman, and Jeff Campbell, a 5-9, 
160-pound junior. Campbell was the 
team’s leading punt returner last sea- 
son, averaging 8.5 yards for 20 returns. 

M.J. Nelson, another converted 
running back, also figures in at split 
end. 


Colorado Buffaloes 


Colorado ranked 24th in the nation 
in total offense last season. McCart- 
ney is looking for improvement. 

“What I would expect is, when we 
do play the real strong defenses, to be 
more effective from here on in;” he 
said. “I think that would be a natural 
maturation with this offense. 

“T accept the criticism that we 
don’t get our young backs the ball 
enough and agree with that. It’s 
something we'll have to do a better 
job at in 1988." 

McCartney's biggest concern on 
defense is inexperience. The Bufta- 
loes have only five defensive players 
with starting experience, and one of 
those, linebacker Don DeLuzio, 
missed last season following knee 
surgery. 

DeLuzio is a 6-2, 235-pound senior 
who could be a candidate for All-Big 
Eight honors if he’s healthy. 

Another of the returning defensive 
starters, 6-3, 235-pound senior Tom 
Reinhardt, has moved from outside 
linebacker to middle guard. 

The others, all at the same posi- 
tions they played last year, are end 
Kanavis McGhee, a 6-5, 230-pound 
sophomore; tackle Arthur Walker, a 
6-4, 255-pound junior; and lineback- 
er Michael Jones, a 6-0, 225-pound 
junior who was second on the team 
in tackles with 13]. 

Alfred Williams, a 6-6, 225-pound 
sophomore end, is another solid 
defensive player though not a return- 
ing starter. He led the team in quar- 
terback sacks with six for 31 yards in 
losses. 

He’s credited with having 4.7 speed 
in the 40-yard dash. 

Colorado is extremely inex- 
perienced in the secondary. Dave 
McCloughan, a 6-0, 175-pound 
sophomore, and Keith Pontiflet, a 6-0, 
170-pound junior, are the top candi- 
dates at cornerback, with senior Wil- 
liam Harvey and Oliver, the converted 
halfback, also figuring in. 

Sam Sutherland, a 5-l, 195-pound 
sophomore, is the projected replace- 
ment for All-Big Eight performer 
Mickey Pruitt, with junior Bruce 
Young and redshirt freshman Greg 
Thomas among those competing at 
free safety. 


With Ariel Solomon, a 6-6, 
255-pound sophomore tackle, moving 
to offense, Cole Hayes, a 6-4, 
250-pound junior, and Lee Brunelli, 
a 6-2, 280-pound senior, could play 
more prominent roles at that defen- 
sive position. 

Defensively, “we lost a lot to gradu- 
ation,’ McCartney said. “But we do 
have a good nucleus to work with. In- 
experience is my biggest concern.” 

That’s one of his biggest concerns 
in the kicking game, too, where the 
Buffaloes must replace All-American 
punter Barry Helton. That task falls 
on the foot of Keith English, a highly 
regarded senior who's languished in 
Helton’s shadow. English often 
matched Helton for distance in prac- 
tice, He just needs to be consistent. 

Colorado has proven placekickers 
in Ken Culbertson, who handled 
kickoffs last season, and Dave Han- 
nah, who kicked field goals and extra 
points. 

Hannah made four of five field goal 
attempts and was 16 of 17 on extra 
points. Culbertson attempted 13 field 
goals and made four. 

A vear ago, McCartney hinted that 
his goal was to be playing in the 
Orange Bowl on New Year’s Davy. That 
yoal, of course, wasn't realized, The 
Buffaloes didn’t even play in a post- 
season bowl, a fact that drew some 
criticism. 

But “as long as I’m here, we're go- 
ing to have high goals and great ex- 
pectations,” McCartney countered. 
“We're going to point for big games, 
so you can get used to that. 

“You put a lot more pressure on 
yourself when you make them (goals) 
public. Anybody can talk behind 
closed doors. There’s no question in 
my mind that we could have won 
more games this year, and we'll set out 
to do that next vear. We'll have high 
goals and great expectations again, 
and anybody who wants to hear, we'll 
tell them. 

““That’s 
operate.” 

McCartney figures the direct ap- 
proach is best . . . except, maybe, 
when the Skywriters come to town. 

Sometimes, you have to be careful. 

Spies can be lurking anywhere. 


how we're going to 


C 


Light Grey: returning starter 
Dark Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Black: returning All-American 


1987 RECORD (7-4) 

7 Oregon 10 
31. Stanford 17 
26 Washington State 17 
29 Colorado State 16 
17. Oklahoma State 42 
35 Kansas 10 
6 Oklahoma 24 
42  lowa State 10 
27 ~~ Missouri 10 
41 Kansas State 0 
7 Nebraska 24 
THE EXTREMES 


Colorado will go 9-2 if... 
elts offensive line develops 
and opens holes for a bevy 
of good backs. 

eAunese shows no ill effects 
from missing spring practice. 


Colorado will go 6-5 if... 

eYoung players on defense 
don’t mature quickly. 

elt gets blown out against 

lowa. 


SPRING DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
SE Jeff Campbell 5-9 
Jo Jo Collins 6-0 
LT Bill Coleman 6-4 
Greg Gould 6-5 
LG Joe Garten 6-3 
Scott Resmussen 6-4 
C Erik Norgard 6-1 
Jay Leeuwenburg 6-1 
RG Darrin Muilenburg 6-4 
Dean Davis 6-5 
RT Mark Vander Poel 6-8 
Ariel Solomon 6-6 
TE John Perek 6-6 
Tom Stone 6-4 
QB Charles Johnson 5-9 
Mike Wahlert 6-0 
FB Erich Kissick 5-1 
Michael Simmons 5-8 
LHB J.J. Plennigan 5-11 
George Hemingway 6-0 
RHB Eric Bieniemy 5-6 
Mike Pritchard 5-11 
PK Eric Hannah 6-0 


DEFENSE 


LE Alfred Williams 
Lamarr Gray 

LT Arthur Walker 
Brad Robinson 

MG Tom Reinhardt 


Lee Brunelli 


RT Okland Salavea = 
Cole Hayes - 
RE Kanebie McGhea 
Paul Rose - 


LLB Terry Johnson 
David Brown 


an! DRARRAARARAAKAAAAHA Ww 
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RLB Michael Jones = 
Jon Boman = 
LCB Keith Pontiflet . 
O.C. Oliver 5 
SS Tim James - 
Sam Sutherland 5-11 
FS Bruce Young 5-10 
Rich Morgan 5-22 


RCB Dave McCloughan 6-0 
David Gibbs 5-8 
P Keith English 6-3 
Mark Henry 6-2 
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IOWA STAT 


Big Eight Preview 


Sprinkled With Stars, 
ISU Smiles With Hope 
of Youthful Rebound 


Clay Stapleton succeeded under 
similar circumstances. But we're talk- 
ing about 1959, not 1988. It was easi- 
er then. 

Stapleton, the head football coach 
at Iowa State from 1958 to 1967, went 
7-3 with a squad of 30 players in 1959. 
The Cyclones’ single-wing offense 
featured All-American tailback 
Dwight Nichols. 

The team was nicknamed the 
“Dirty 30,’ although Stapleton rare- 
ly used more than 18 of the 30. 

And they weren't really dirty. They 
just played hard. 

Those were the days of one-platoon 
football, prior to rules allowing un- 
limited substitution. The same peo- 
ple played offense and defense, so 
coaches didn’t need nearly as many 
players then as they do now. 

But Stapleton had a small squad, 
even for that time. 

Jim Walden, who's preparing for his 
second season as lowa State’s head 
coach, might take heart from the 1959 
team, except that college football has 
changed dramatically in 30 years. 

Walden has more than twice as 
many scholarship players as Stapleton 


Second-year coach Jim Walden 
(top) expects big things from 
All-Big Eight receiver 
Dennis Ross (middie) and the 
Cyclones’ top defender, 
safety Jeff Dole. 


had in 1959, but he’s still well below 
the NCAA limit of 95, for a two- 
platoon game. And it'll be a long time 
before lowa State reaches the maxi- 
mum... if it ever does while Walden 
is coach. 

Prior to last season, Walden sug- 
gested that new coaches in situations 
similar to his be allowed to give more 
scholarships to increase the number 
of players they have, because not only 
do they have fewer players from 
whom to pick, but they also have a 
more difficult time practicing. 

For example, the Cyclones didn’t 
have enough surplus offensive line- 
men for a scout team last fall. 

“T’m saying let me have 30 for the 
next three years like every coach 
who's ever made a coaching change 
has had. Barry Switzer would get 
more satisfaction stoning me with 90 
guys than he would with 60," Walden 
said in pleading his case. (Oklahoma 
defeated Iowa State 56-3 last season.) 

“No coach wants to kick a one- 
legged man when he’s hurt.” 

The NCAA, which had changed 
the scholarship limit from 30 to 25 in 
January of 1987, relented this year 
and permitted every school to sign a 


maximum of 30 players to letters of 


intent. But the maximum is slated to 
revert to 25 next year. 

That’s 20 fewer scholarships over 
four years, which makes reaching the 
95 maximum more difficult. And “20 
guys make a lot of difference,” accord- 
ing to the out-spoken Walden. 

“Any guy in his right mind who 
says, ‘I’m going to take 60 guys and 
do what Barry Switzer, or (Kansas 
State’s) Stan Parrish, does with 95; has 
to be pretty egotistical?’ Walden said. 
“T’ve never felt I could take a third 
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less than you and beat you in an 
equal-opportunity game.” 

Even so, Iowa State won three 
games last fall, two more than Walden 
told the Big Eight Conference 
Skywriters he expected to win in his 
first season. 

The Cyclones should be a little bet- 
ter this season, now that they’ve had 
time to absorb Walden’s system. 

His offense poses preparation 
problems for opposing defenses. 

“We'll still run a little bit of every- 
thing,” said Walden, whose reputation 
as a riverboat gambler is well- 
deserved. “Our offensive guys have 
fun because they never know what 
we're going to try next.” 

Even though the Cyclones ranked 
sixth in the conference in both rush- 
ing offense and total offense, tailback 
Joe Henderson managed to become 
the first Iowa State ball carrier to gain 
1,000 yards in a season since 1981. He 
rushed for 1,232 yards, to rank third 
in the conference and 15th in the 
nation. 

The last Cyclone to rush for 1,000 
yards in a season was Dwayne Crutch- 
field, who gained 1,189 yards. 

Henderson, a 6-foot, 205-pound 
senior from Chicago, was chosen Big 
Eight Offensive Player of the Week af- 
ter carrying 33 times for 226 yards in 
a 42-28 victory over Kansas. His total 
was the third-best in school history. 

He ran for 190 yards in a 16-14 vic- 
tory over Kansas State and goes into 
his final season in 10th place on Iowa 
State’s all-time rushing list. 

Henderson was first-team All-Big 
Eight, as was split end Dennis Ross, 
who caught 53 passes for 673 yards 
and four touchdowns. He averaged 
12.7 yards per reception and 5.3 
receptions per game, to rank 17th in 
the nation. 

Ross, a 6-3, 197-pound senior from 
Detroit, has caught 79 passes for 
1,023 yards during his collegiate 
career. 

He and Henderson “are among the 
finest (offensive players) in the 
league,’ according to Walden. 

He shouldn't get many arguments. 

How effective Henderson and Ross 
will be this season depends on the 
players around them, of course. 


They're among nine returning 
starters on offense. The others are 
tackles Ben Mitchell, a 6-4, 
297-pound junior, and Gene Williams, 
a 6-2, 307-pound sophomore; guards 
Trent Van Hoosen, a 6-3, 230-pound 
junior, and Rich Moore, a_ 6-5, 
260-pound senior; center David 
Heyn, a 6-1, 252-pound senior; tight 
end Mike Busch, a 6-5, 220-pound 
junior; and running back Edwin 
Jones, a 5-H, 185-pound sophomore. 

Though not listed as a returning 
starter, Rick Wells, a 6-3, 269-pound 
senior guard, could crack the lineup 
this fall. He has started. 

In addition, Keith Sims, a 6-3, 
309-pound senior from Watchung, 
NJ, and two-year starter, returns after 
missing most of last season because 
of a turf toe problem. He'll join the 
others to give Cyclone fans some rea- 
son for optimism up-front. 


Keith Sims is a 
two-year 
starter, and 
he'll be joined 
by four other 
ISU offensive 
linemen with 
starting 
experience. 


Flanker Eddie Brown, a 5-10, 
175-pound senior, also returns after 
sitting out a hardship season. 

The transfer from Dodge City, 
Kan., Community College, a former 
junior college All-American, is one of 
the fastest players on the team, hav- 
ing run 4.5 in the 40-yard dash. He 
caught nine passes for 159 vards and 
three touchdowns two seasons ago. 

Busch, a 6-5, 220-pound junior 
from Donahue, Iowa, was the Cy- 
clones’ fourth leading receiver and 
was tied for Ith in the conference last 
season, catching 21 passes for 253 
vards. 

Walden has high expectations for 
him. “He certainly could be one of 
the best here since Keith Krepfle (a 
standout from 1971 to 1973) and one 
of the best in the nation,’ Walden 
said. 

Busch played baseball two springs 
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ago but gave it up to concentrate on 
football, an indication that he’s seri- 
ous about developing the potential 
implicit in Walden’s remarks. 

Jones, a speedster from Lake View 
Terrace, Calif. was second on the 
team to Henderson in rushing last 
season, Juniors Paul Thibodeaux and 
Sylvester Nickerson both have big- 
play ability as back-up running backs. 

Thibodeaux, 6-0 and 195, had the 
Cyclones’ longest run from serim- 
mage last season, in fact, a 73-varder 
for a touchdown in the victory over 
Kansas. 

Tyrone Williams, a redshirt fresh- 
man, and Troy Moore, a sophomore, 
are the top back-ups at wide receiver. 

Iowa State’s other first-team All-Big 
Eight performer also is an offensive 
threat, placekicker Jeff Shudak. 

The sophomore from Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, led the conference and 
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lowa State Cyclones 


ranked third in the nation in field 
goals, setting a school record by mak- 
ing 20 of 25 attempts. He kicked at 
least one field goal in every game, in- 
cluding a school-record four in his 
first varsity appearance, an opening 
(25-12) loss to Tulane in which he ac- 
counted for all of the Cyclones’ 
points. 

He was 17-of-17 on extra points. 

Shudak won two games with field 
goals last season — Northern Iowa 
(39-38) and Kansas (16-14) — and 
“Tm looking forward to him winning 
some more games for us.” Walden 
said. 

lowa State’s biggest question on 
offense is quarterback: Who's going to 
replace Brett Sadek? 

The apparent answer is: Derek De- 
Gennaro, a 6-3, 207-pound senior 
from Fort Lauderdale, Fla.. who was 
Sadek’s back-up last season. 


lowa State 
running back 
Joe Henderson 
(33) rushed for 
more yards in 
1987 than any 
Big Eight back 
returning this 
year. 


He played in all LL games, complet- 
ing 37 of 73 passes for 450 vards and 
one touchdown. The 64-varder was 
Iowa State’s longest pass of the sea- 
son. He was intercepted five times 
and ranked ninth in the conference 
in passing efficiency. Sadek ranked 
fifth. 

DeGennaro earned Walden’s praise 
last spring. “He's shown tremendous 
improvement in his approach to the 
game.” Walden said. 

“He's always had the physical ta- 
lent, but now his mental tenacity and 
overall effectiveness are good, too. 
Derek’s problem is sometimes him- 
self. He’s got to understand that to be 
the (No. 1) quarterback at this school, 
there’s more than just learning the 
plays and then going out and running 
them. 

“You've got to concentrate every 
day. You've got to have better control 
of your emotions,” said Walden. 

If DeGennaro’s concentration be- 
gins to lag, John Glotfelty and Bret 
Oberg should be ready to step in. 

Glotfelty, a sophomore from Ames, 


is a better runner than passer. 


Oberg, a junior college transfer, is 
considered adept at both. He'll enroll 
in the fall. 

Although eight plavers with start- 
ing experience return, Iowa State’s 
defense is more of a concern. The Cy- 
clones ranked 103rd (out of 104) in 
the nation in total defense last season, 
allowing an average of 484.3 vards per 
game and 69 yards per scrimmage 
play. 

They ranked No. 104 in the coun- 
try in rushing defense (310.5 yards) 
and No. 100 in scoring defense (35.3 
points). 

Strong safety Jeff Dole was one of 
the few bright spots, tving for the 
team lead in tackles with 98, includ- 
ing a team-high 58 unassisted. The 
6-1, 195-pound senior from Grundy 
Center, lowa, earned All-Big Eight 
honorable mention and was chosen as 
the Cyclones’ outstanding defensive 
player. 

Four other players who have start- 
ed return in the secondary: corner- 
backs Lopey Williams, a 5-10, 
180-pound senior; Ray Carreathers, a 
6-2, 180-pound senior; and Marcus 


Robertson, a 6-2, 175-pound sopho- 
more; and free safety Tim Baker, a 
6-2, 190-pound junior. 

The other returning defensive 
starters are tackles Alan Patten, a 6-3, 
250-pound senior, and Randy Bern, a 
6-3, 258-pound junior; and lineback- 
er Anthony Hoskins, a 6-1, 231-pound 
senior. 

Hoskins was credited with 70 tack- 
les last season. He'll be joined by line- 
backers from a group that includes 
junior Mike Shane and Charles Von- 
dra, both of whom have started; 
senior Chris Hentges; redshirt fresh- 
man Larry Ratigan; and junior college 
transfers Robert Landino and Phil 
Navarro. 

Both defensive ends must be 
replaced. Don Edwards, a 6-2, 
225-pound junior, started some last 
season, and walkon Mark Foley, a 6-3, 
226-pound sophomore, has improved 
markedly. Sophomores Pete Doering 
and John Cinefro also should figure 
in the picture somewhere. 

The defense is loaded with 
youngsters. 

Judge Johnston, a junior from 
Scottsdale, Ariz., returns as the pun- 
ter. He averaged about 36 yards per 
punt and ranked fifth in the confer- 
ence last fall. Iowa State, however, was 
seventh in net punting. 

Except for Shudak’s_placekicking, 
the Iowa State kicking game needs to 
improve substantially. The Cyclones 


Light Grey: returning storter 
Dork Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Block: returning All-American 
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39 
17 
42 
10 
3 

16 
27 


1987 RECORD (3-8) : 


Tulane 

lowa 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma 
Northern lowa 
Missouri 
Kansas 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma State 


THE EXTREMES 


lowa State will go 4-7 if... 
eHenderson and Ross stay 


healthy. 


*The Cyclones can pull one 


upset. 


SPRING DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 


SE Dennis Ross 
Ty Williams 
Ben Mitchell 
Dave Benoit 
Rick Wells 
Trent Van Hoosen 
David Heyn 
Chris Mussman 
Keith Sims 
Rich Moore 
Gene Williams 
Mike Ernest 
Derek DeGennaro 
John Glotfelty 
Joe Henderson 
Sylvester Nickerson 
Edwin Jones 
Paul Thibodeaudx 
Mike Busch 
Craig Mahoney 
Eddie Brown 
Troy Moore 
Jeff Shudak 
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lowa State will go 2-9 if... 


finished last in conference in kick- ; 
ed last in the conference k elts mistakes are commen- 


DEFENSE 


off returns and punt returns. They 
were, in fact, last in the nation in the 
former category, averaging only 14.9 
yards per kickoff return. 

And if their defense isn’t signifi- 


cantly better, they'll have plenty of 


chances to return kickoffs. 

The Cyclones’ strengths are obvi- 
ous: Henderson, a veteran offensive 
line, game-breaking wide receivers, 
an unpredictable offense, and Shudak. 

Their weaknesses are equally obvi- 
ous: lack of numbers and_ inex- 
perience, particularly on defense. 

But Walden hasn’t tried to hide 
anything. In fact, during spring drills, 
the athletic department placed an ad 
in the student newspaper, encourag- 
ing spectators to come out and watch 
practice. 


surate with its youth. 


LDE Mark Foley 
Dan Daly 
LDT Alan Patten 
Pete Doering 
RDT Mathew Rehberg 
Don Edwards 
RDE Randy Bern 
Dean Ahlers 
SLB Robert Lendino 
Larry Ratigan 
MLB Mike Shane 
Phil Mavarro 
WLB Anthony Hoskins 
Charles Vondra 
RCB Ray Carreathers 
Joe Blankenship 
LCB Marcus Robertson 
Lopey Williams 
SS Jeff Dole 
Casey Marinez 
FS Tim Baker 
Adam Beck 
P = Judge Johnston 


CON S=NFBOONO-=NYNEEH—-KROURERW 


Yo 
te ONS 


Aaa 
chara 


Preseason Annual 43 


KANSAS JAYHAWKS 
Sr 


Big Eight Preview 


While Big Reds Again Reload, 
Jayhawks Brace Against Relapse 


Kansas football. Que sera, sera. 
What will be, will be. 

And what will be this season is 
what has been. The Jayhawks won't 
be much different under new head 
coach Glen Mason than they were un- 
der Bob Valesente, who was fired last 


season. 

Mason will attempt to provide 
some stability to a program that’s now 
had five head coaches in Ll years. 


Over the last 10 seasons, Kansas has 
compiled a record of 37-59-6. The 
Jayhawks’ only winning season during 
that stretch came under Don Fam- 
brough in 1981, when they finished 
with an 8-4 record. 

Valesente’s two teams were a com- 
bined 4-17-1. Last season, Kansas 
went 1-9-1, its lone victory coming at 
the expense of Southern Illinois, 


16-15. 


Halfback 
Arnold Snell 
(22) has been 
KU’s leading 
rusher for the 
past two years. 


44 Preseason Annual 


It’s easy to understand why 
Valesente was fired after the season. 

The Jayhawks didn’t win a Big 
Eight game under Valesente, the resi- 
dent optimist in the conference. He 
could make Bishop Fulton Sheen 
seem like a chronic complainer by 
comparison. 

“T don’t like negative stuff or nega- 
tive people around me,’ said 
Valesente, who also was an optimist 
of considerable proportion. 

“T have a dream, and someday it 
may come true,” he said. “I don’t 
know when the hell it’s coming true. 
But I have a dream that someday KU 
is playing for the national champion- 
ship, in the Orange Bowl, and wins 
the damn thing. 

“T don’t know if that'll ever happen. 
But I want to set a foundation.” 

Unfortunately, a positive attitude 
doesn’t ensure success, as Valesente 
found out. If Kansas plays for the na- 
tional championship in the Orange 
Bowl, he won’t be the head coach. 

Mason, at 38 the youngest coach in 
the conference, may be more of a 
realist than his predecessor. He cer- 
tainly brought the Jayhawks back to 
reality last spring. Prior to the begin- 
ning of the month of practices, Mas- 
on told them everyone’s job was up for 
grabs. 

And after a particularly frustrating 
first practice, he had them report at 
6 oclock the next morning to run the 
steep hills around the Kansas campus. 

“I wasn’t real pleased with the way 
the first practice went;’ Mason ex- 
plained. “I'll say this. We didn’t prac- 
tice well, but they ran well.” 

Mason came to Kansas from Kent 
State, which ironically handed the 
Jayhawks a 31-17 loss in Lawrence last 
fall. He played at Ohio State and was 
a Buckeye assistant under the late 
Woody Hayes. 

Mason’s first team at Kent State 


finished with a 5-6 record. His se- 
cond, the one that defeated Kansas. 
was 7--4. 

“You'll never hear me use the word 
rebuilding. I hate that word?” said 
Mason, who signed a five-year con- 
tract worth a reported $78,000 per 
vear. 

Given the monumental task with 
which he’s faced, he’s probably not 
going to be overpaid. 

“The No. 1 priority is that we've got 


to change the attitude. I don’t care if 


you're 11-0 or 0-11, you've got to have 
the right attitude,” Mason said. 

He also has changed the Javhawks* 
offensive and defensive schemes in his 
efforts to give Kansas’ national cham- 
pionship basketball team a football 
program it can be proud of. 

“Needless to say, the appointment 
of Glen Mason represents a very posi- 


tive step forward in the University of 


Kansas football program,” Athletic 
Director Bob Frederick said the day 
Mason’s hiring was announced, 

“Beyond his success in the won-loss 
column, Coach Mason also insists on 
productive academic and moral be- 
havior, above reproach, from his 
players.” 

The thing is, Valesente gave Kan- 
sas all but the success in the won-loss 
column. And look where it got him. 

Que sera, sera. 

Mason inherited II starters, six on 
offense and five on defense. 

He experimented with a wishbone 
offense during the spring, utilizing 
senior flanker Willie Vaughn as a ball 
carrier. “Willie’s a good athlete with 


For Kansas to rebound in 1988, 
the Jayhawks must get results 
from a trio of key returning 
starters: defensive back 
Clint Normore (left), center 
Chip Budde (center) and 
receiver Willie Vaughn. 


extremely good agility,” according to 
Pat Ruel, the offensive coordinator. 

Vaughn, who earned first-team All- 
Big Eight recognition as a sophomore, 
caught 25 passes for 672 vards and 
four touchdowns last season. He 
ranks third on the all-time Kansas 
reception list with 94 catches and 
fifth on the receiving vardage list with 
1,545. 

Vaughn has proved he knows what 
to do with the ball after he catches it. 
That’s why Mason was interested in 
trying him as a ball carrier. 

“When he’s running the counter, 
which creates a lot of one-on-one sit- 
uations because you're going the op- 
posite way of most of the defense, he 
seems to pick up a lot of yardage.” said 
Ruel. 

That’s something Kansas didn’t do 
very often last season. The Javhawks 
ranked 101st in the nation in both to- 


tal offense and scoring offense. 

They were most effective throwing 
the ball, but Mason de-emphasized 
the pass during spring practice. 

Quarterback Kelly Donohoe, 
another of the returning starters, is 
better at running the option than he 
is at passing. The 6-foot, 180-pound 
junior from Harrisonville, Mo., com- 
pleted 72 of 143 passes for 951 yards 
and three touchdowns last season. 
But he was intercepted a conference- 
high 12 times. 

His only competition at quarter- 
back during the spring, sophomore 
Kevin Verdugo, quit the team, giving 
Donohoe the No. 1 job all to himself 
going into fall camp. 

Lance Flachsbarth, a 6-5, 
210-pound redshirt freshman from 
Lawrence, was recruited as a quarter- 
back, but he was moved to linebacker 
in the spring. 

“Tt was really his idea?’ Mason said. 
“Because of his size and growth 
potential, we thought that his moving 
wouldn't be such a bad idea.” 

Arnold Snell, a 6-0, 200-pound 
senior running back from Mt. Vernon, 
NY., led Kansas in rushing as a junior, 
gaining 691 yards and scoring three 
touchdowns. He finished the season 
strong, gaining 100 or more yards in 
three of the final five games. His best 
game was against Iowa State — he ran 
for 154 vards and two touchdowns in 
a 42-28 loss. 

Snell ranks 14th on the Jayhawks’ 
all-time rushing list with 1,363 vards. 

He’s also 14th on the school’s 
career pass catching list with 45 
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Veteran Rick Clayton (33) will team with Big Eight Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year Curtis Moore to give KU 
a solid linebacking corps. 


receptions, IL of them coming last 
season. 

Tight end John Baker, a 6-4, 
235-pound junior from Boonville, 
Ind., led Kansas and ranked fifth in 
the Big Eight in receiving, with 27 


catches for 300 yards. Nineteen of 


those receptions caine in the final five 
games. 

The other returning offensive start- 
ers are linemen; guard Jay Allen. a 
6-3, 260-pound senior, and center 
Chip Budde, a 6-2, 260-pound 
sophomore. 

With the exception of guard Dave 
Grattan, a 6-2, 250-pound senior, and 
tackle Bill Hundelt, a 6-6, 270-pound 
junior, the rest of the offensive line 
will be young and inexperienced. 

David Dunne, a sophomore letter- 
man tackle who went into. spring 
practice No. | on the left side, quit the 
team, compounding the problem 
up-front. 

Tackles Smith Holland and Chris 
Perez and guards Chris Nielsen aud 
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Russ Bowen all are redshirt freshmen. 

Quintin Smith, a 5-H, 175-pound 
junior, figures to be the No. 1 wide 
receiver, with either Maurice Hooks, 
a 6-0, 200-pound sophomore, or 
Roger Robben, a 6-0, 210-pound red- 
shirt freshman, at fullback. 

Robben, who's from Bishop Carroll 
High in Wichita, had an outstanding 
spring. 

Another key player on offense is 
running back Frank Hatchett, a 5-10, 
185-pound sophomore trom El Dora- 
do, Kan. 

Hatchett, who won the Kansas 
Class 5A) high school 100- and 
400-meter dashes as a junior, is one 
of the Javhawks’ fastest plavers, hav- 
ing been timed at 44 in the 40-yard 
dash. 

His confidence matches his speed. 

“T see myself starting no matter 
who I'm competing against,” he says. 
“Whether it’s him (Snell) or some- 
body else, it doesit matter. 

“T know T can get the job done.” 


Even if he and the rest of the Kan- 
sas offense get the job done, that 
won't solve the defensive problems 
besetting the Javhawks last season, 

Their problems were particularly 
acute against the run, Kansas ranked 
103rd, out of 104, in rushing defense. 
giving up an average of 295.9 vards 
per game. 

In an attempt to shore up the 
defense, Mason changed schemes. 
“We'll run some variations of the 52 
package, which means that depth at 
linebacker will be important,” he said. 

Inside linebacker Curtis Moore 
gives Mason someone with whom to 
start. The 6-1, 230-pound sophomore 
from Wichita was the Big Fight 
Defensive Newcomer of the Year last 
fall after becoming the first freshman 
to lead Kansas in tackles in more than 
20 vears. 

Moore, a walkon, was credited with 
103 tackles. including five for losses. 
He had 10 or more tackles in a game 
six times, with a season-high LO un- 
assisted tackles in the Jayhawks’ lone 
victory. 

The other returning defensive 
starters are middle guard Mark 
Konez, a 6-5, 260-pound junior; out- 
side linebacker Kyle Schenker, a 6-4, 
220-pound sophomore; cornerback 
Rodney. Harris, a 5-10, 190-pound 
senior; and free safety Clint Normore, 
a 6-0, 200-pound senior. 

Normore, who played guard on the 
Jayhawks’ NCAA’ championship 
basketball team, came on strong at 
the end of last season, recording half 
of his 62 total tackles in the final three 
games. 

The transfer from Wichita State led 
the secondary in tackles. He also in- 
tercepted two passes and blocked two 
extra point kicks. 

Though not returning starters, out- 
side linebacker Rick Clayton, 6-3 and 
235, and inside linebacker Mike 
Long, 6-0 and 210, are three-year let- 
termen. Clayton was moved from the 
inside. 

Among the other candidates at 
linebacker are junior Mike Pirrie, 
sophomore Tony Barker and fresh- 
men Paul Zaffaroni and Mark Vrbas. 

The top defensive tackles include 
sophomore lettermen Mike Dinnel, 


6-3, 230; David Gordon, 6-4, 245; and 
Dave Walton, 6-8, 240; with Mongo 
Allen, a 6-1, 235-pound redshirt fresh- 
man, in the picture at middle guard. 

Normore and Harris will be joined 
in the secondary by some combina- 
tion of John Autenreith, a 6-0, 
185-pound redshirt freshman; Mike 
Page, a 6-0, 185-pound sophomore; 
Bill Sutter, a 5-11, 180-pound sopho- 
more; and seniors Troy Gregory, 5-9, 
180, and Rob Newsom, 6-0, 185. 
“Right now, our numbers in the 
defensive line and secondary are a 
concern,” Mason said. 

Placekicker Louis Klemp, a junior, 
and punter John Brehm, a senior, give 
Kansas experience in the kicking 
game. 

Klemp was 14-of-14 on extra-point 
kicks and made seven of 13 field goal 
attempts, including three of four from 
40 yards or more. 

Brehm averaged 41.7 yards per 
punt on 15 punts as a back-up last 
season. 

One plus is the new system. “Tt’s 
a different atmosphere around here 
with all the new coaches,” said Snell. 
“That's helped me a lot. I feel fresh- 
er. Plus, with the new offense, I can 
see the creases a lot better” 

Still, prior to spring practice, Mas- 
on declined to identify his team’s 
strengths. “Being a new coach, I’m 
not in a position to make a judgment 
concerning our strengths,” he said. 

It certainly remained to be seen af- 
ter one intrasquad scrimmage during 
the spring. A White team, which be- 
gan with only two regular starters, 
defeated a Blue team, which began 
with all the other starters, 31-28. 

“Obviously, it should have come 
out a lot different than it did, but 
those guys (on the White team) be- 
lieved in themselves,’ Mason said. 

The two defense units gave ap 911 
yards of total offense, an average of 
nearly eight yards per play, during 
that particular scrimmage. 

“The defensive play concerned me 
a little bit?’ Mason said. 

Clearly, one of his personal 
strengths is tact. In other words, if you 
can’t say something nice about a 
team, don’t say anything at all. Right 
Coach? 


O 


Light Grey: returning storter 
Dark Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Block: returning All-Americen 


1987 RECORD (1-9-1) 


Auburn 

Kent State 
Louisiana Tech 
Southern Illinois 
Nebraska 
Colorado 

lowa State 
Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma State 
Missouri 


THE EXTREMES 


Kansas will go 3-8 if... 
elts new offense clicks the 
way it should with skill peo- 
ple like Vaughn, Snell and 
Hatchett. 


Kansas will go 0-11 if... 
elt doesn’t get up for games 
with New Mexico State, 
lowa State and rival Kansas 
State. 


SPRING DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

WR Quintin Smith 
Jim New 

LT Chris Nielsen 
Bryan Cohane 

LG Russ Bowen 
Lance Snyder 

C Say Allen 
Marino Vidoli 

RG Dave Gattan 
Smith Holland 

RT Bill Hundelt 
Chris Perez 
Dan Newbrough 
John Baker 
Kelly Donohoe 
Arnold Snell 
Frank Hatchett 
Roger Robben 
Maurice Hooks 
Willie Vaughn 
Byron Hornung 
Louis Klemp 
Brad Fleeman 


DEFENSE 


OLB Lance Flachsbarth 
Mark Vrbas 

ST Wolf Blaser 
Mark Konez 

MG Mike Whittaker 
Mike Dinnel 

RT David Gordon 
David Walton 

OLB Rick Clayton 
Kyle Schenker 

ILB Curtis Moore 
Paul Zaffaroni 

ILB_ Tony Barker 
Mongo Allen 

CC Rodney Harris 
Bill Sutter 

FS Geoff Wehrman 
Rob Newsom 
Jason Priest 
John Autenreith 
Peda Samuel 
Troy Gregory 
John Brehm 


‘ 
_ 


180 j 
188 
278 
245 
245 
251 
247 
236 
246 
250 fr. 
269 j 
276 
228 fr. 
237 jr. 
181 j 
210 
185 
216 
180 
192 
180 sr. 
212 j 
161 


239 
225 
248 so. 
257 j 
240 
232 
244 
238 
231 
228 
230 
220 
239 
233 
190 
180 
189 
185 
170 
200 
170 
17] 
185 
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Big Eight Preview 


WILDCATS 


Wildcats Cling to Swim 
As Only Hope of Survival 


What is reality? 

For the Kansas State football pro- 
gram it’s losing and finishing last in 
the Big Eight. That's an established 
fact, not the basis for a philosophical 
discussion. The Wildcats have had 
only five winning seasons since 1937, 
the first year of the Big Six. 

During those 5] years, Kansas State 
has finished last or tied for last in the 
conference 31 times. According to 
NCAA records, the Wildeat football 
program has posted the worst record, 
based on winning percentage, among 
major colleges since 1896. 

The Wildcats have won only 36 
percent of their games, all-time. 

A Kansas State football highlights 
film would, of necessity, be brief, 
Aside from the 1982 season under Jim 
Dickey, which culminated in the 
school’s only bowl appearance (a 14-3 
loss to Wisconsin in the Indepen- 
dence Bowl), and the 1969 season un- 
der Vince Gibson, which included a 
59-21 victory over Oklahoma, there 
hasn't been a lot in recent Wildcat 
history to cheer, 

That’s why most of his friends tried 
to dissuade Stan Parrish from becom- 
ing Kansas State’s 25th football coach 
two years ago. And that’s also why a 
lot of people thought Parrish must 
have been a little bit crazy when he 
said the Wildeats could be winners. 

“Every program can win,” he said. 

Well, almost every program . . 

Parrish came to Kansas State from 
Marshall University, which had 
suffered through 20 consecutive los- 
ing seasons prior to his arrival. 

He immediately turned Marshall 
into a winner, with a pass-oriented 
offense and a gambling style. 

“You've got to be willing to roll the 
dice,’ said Parrish, a Parma, Ohio, na- 
tive who grew up at a time when foot- 
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Wildcat Coach Stan Parrish 
enters his third season intent on 
ending KSU’s 16-game 
winless streak. 


ball there meant Ohio State, Woody 
Hayes and three-vards-and-a-cloud- 
of-dust. “I’m not afraid of failing,’ 

But, he added, “I feel we can win. 
It’s not wishful thinking that we can 
compete with some of the teams on 
our schedule.’ 


Exactly which teams Parrish meant 
is unclear. That was two years ago, and 
Kansas State has won only twice, 
defeating Western Illinois (35-7) and 
arch-rival Kansas (29-12) in his first 
year. Last season, the Wildcats avoid- 
ed the ignominy of an 0-L1 record by 
tying Kansas, 17-17. 

For the record, it was the eighth 
time a Kansas State football team has 
gone winless during an entire season. 
In 1896, though, the Wildcats lost 
only once — they were 0-1-1. That 
would be an improvement these days. 

Parrish can’t reasonably expect to 
see much improvement in his Kansas 
State career record of 2-19-1 this 
season. 

He’s a realist. At the time he was 
hired, Parrish pointed out the obvi- 
ous: “If you live and die with the 
thought of beating Oklahoma and 
Nebraska, you'll be in a coffin at the 
end of the season.” 

But the Wildcats’ impossible 
dream of a winning season may be 
laid to rest long before they play back- 
to-back games against the Sooners, in 
Norman, and the Cornhuskers, in 
Manhattan, this fall. That’s reality at 
Kansas State. 

The Wildcats have 33 lettermen 
returning, among them Il who have 
starting experience. 

Six of the returning starters are on 
defense, with the most prominent 
being Erick Harper, a 6-foot, 
210-pound junior strong safety from 
Denison, Tex. 

Harper has led the Kansas State 
secondary in tackles each of the last 
two seasons. A year ago, he made 88 
tackles, including 39 unassisted, and 
intercepted three passes, one of 
which he returned 64 yards for a 
touchdown in the tie with Kansas. 

It was the second year in a row he 


had an interception return for a 
touchdown against the Jayhawks. 

Harper also recovered three 
fumbles. 

His best individual-game_ efforts 
came against Nebraska, 15 tackles, 
and Oklahoma State, 14 tackles. 

Harper, an arts and sciences major, 
was a Big Eight All-Academic selec- 
tion and received all-conference 
honorable mention. 

The other returning defensive 
starters are Jim Oehm, a_ 6-3, 
245-pound tackle; Bobby Lawrence, 
a 6-2, 240-pound noseguard; Lorne 
Whittle, a 6-2, 200-pound inside line- 
backer; Marcus Miller, a 5-10, 
175-pound cornerback; and Tvreese 
Herds, a 5-10, 200-pound cornerback. 

With Robert Easterwood, a 6-2, 
185-pound senior and two-year letter- 
man at free safety, the secondary 
should be the strength of the defense. 

Eight of the top 10 tacklers return 
there. And they can figure to be busy 
again this season. 

Oehm, a three-year letterman, was 
credited with 59 tackles last season, 
tops among the defensive linemen, 

Doug Blackbourne, a 6-4, 
250-pound senior, probably will be 
the other tackle. He has started. 

Kansas State was hit hard by gradu- 
ation losses at linebacker. Matt 
Wallerstedt, Grady Newton, Dewayne 
Baziel and David Wallace all are gone. 

Whittle, a junior from Riverside, 
Calif., is a quality plaver. He'll proba- 
bly be joined inside by Vantz Single- 
tary, a 6-0, 235-pound senior. 

Singletary is the nephew of Chica- 
go Bears’ All-Pro linebacker Mike 
Singletary and a cousin to Broderick 
Thomas, Nebraska’s All-American 
candidate at outside linebacker. 

James Enin-Okut, a 6-1, 205-pound 
sophomore letterman, also figures in 
at inside linebacker, with the outside 
linebackers coming from a group that 
includes Alan Smith, a 6-3, 210-pound 
senior; Jeff Lowe, a 6-0, 215-pound 
junior; and Rod Johnson, a 6-4, 
220-pound sophomore. 

No matter who forms the nucleus 
from Kansas State’s defense this sea- 
son, they won't have far to go to im- 
prove over last season. The Wildcats 


finished last in the Big Eight and 101st 
in the nation in scoring defense, al- 
lowing an average of 38.3 points per 
game. 

(If you're curious, there were 104 
teams in Division I of the NCAA.) 

And they ranked seventh in the Big 
Eight — Iowa State was No, 8 — and 
98th in the nation in total defense, al- 
lowing an average of 445.5 vards per 
game. It can’t get much worse, 

The same can be said of Kansas 
State’s offense, last in the conference 
and 102nd in the country in yards 
gained, The Wildcats managed an 
average of only 269.9 total yards per 
game. 

Those yards translated into an aver- 
age of 12.3 points per game, which 
placed Kansas State last in the Big 
Fight and 10Ist in the nation in scor- 
ing offense. 


Talented 
Maurice Henry 
(28) has been 
switched from 

fullback to 
linebacker, 
where he’s 
now a starter, 
dishing out hits 
instead of 
taking them. 


If there’s any reason for optimism 
about the offense, it would have to be 
that four of five starters return in the 
interior line, headed up by Russ 
Stange, a 6-7, 260-pound tackle, 

The senior from Cypress, Calif, a 
transfer from Fullerton Community 
College, was sidelined late in the sea- 
son by mononucleosis and missed the 
final two games. Stange didn’t allow 
a sack, and Kansas State ball carriers 
averaged four vards per carry running 
his direction last fall. 

Overall, the Wildcats averaged a 
scant 3.3 vards per carry to rank 
seventh in the conference. They 
scored only five touchdowns on the 
ground. 

The other returning starters in the 
line are Eric Zaeblin, a 6-1, 


275-pound junior guard; Chad 
Faulkner, a 6-2, 270-pound junior 
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Juco transfer quarterback Gary Swim has a year of Big Eight 
experience behind him, and KSU’s offensive improvement will 
depend on him. 


center; and Will) McCain, a 6-4, 
260-pound junior tackle. 

The remaining starter probably will 
be Rob Goode, a 6-1, 250-pound 
guard. The senior from Manhattan is 
a three-year letterman and a convert- 
ed center, who also has starting ex- 
perience. 

The Wildcats have some sem- 
blance of depth in the offensive line, 
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as well, with lettermen Bob Pacchio- 
li, Paul Yniguez, Shawn Fleming, Don 
Anderson, and Rick Mears. Pacchio- 
li, Fleming and Mears are 
sophomores. 

Yniguez, a 6-3, 280-pound junior 
transfer from Fullerton, Calif, Com- 
munity College, received an injury 
redshirt last season. 

The starting tight end figures to be 


either Russ Campbell, a 6-5, 
230-pound, redshirt freshman; or 
Alan Friedrich, a 6-4, 230-pound 
senior letterman. 

None of Kansas State’s top. six 
receivers return. The starting 
wideouts will come from a group that 
includes seniors Lawrence Tolbert 
and Darrell Wyatt, junior Greg 
Washington and redshirt freshman 
Walt Alexander. 

Gary Swim returns at quarterback, 
following a junior season in which he 
completed 115 of 235 passes for 1,304 
vards and eight touchdowns. 

He was intercepted Il times. But 
his passing vardage was the seventh 
best single-season total in school 
history. 

Thanks to Swim, the Wildcats 
ranked fourth in the Big Eight in pass- 
ing offense last season, one of their 
few statistical bright spots. 

Nevertheless, Swim was pushed 
during spring practice. Among the 
pushers was Paul Watson, a highly 
regarded redshirt freshman who 
passed for more than 5,000 yards and 
52 touchdowns during his high school 
career in Kansas City, Mo. 

Running back is as wide-open as 
receiver because of the departures of 
Tony Jordan and Rick Lewis, who 
rushed for a combined 1,053 yards 
last season. They accounted for all but 
341 vards of the Wildcats’ rushing 
total. 

Jordan finished asthe No. 3 rush- 
er in Wildcat history. Obviously, 
replacing him won't be easy. 

Among those who will try are L. C. 
Timms, a 6-1, 215-pound redshirt 
freshman; and Antoine Dulan, who 
sat out last season because he failed 
to meet eligibility requirements un- 
der the NCAA’s Proposition 48. 

Dulan, a 6-2, 180-pounder from 
Topeka, Kan., was rated among the 
top 25 running backs in the country 
by Collegiate Sports of America as a 
senior at Washburn Rural High 
School. 

The top fullbacks are Lee Pickett, 
a 5-11, 230-pound senior, and Curtis 
Madden, a 6-1, 220-pound redshirt 
freshman who was a Denison, Tex., 
High School teammate of Harper. 

Madden rushed for more than 


1,000 yards his senior year in high 
school. 

Pickett, a transfer from Northwest 
Mississippi Community College, 
played in eight games last fall, carry- 
ing 35 times for 157 yards, a credita- 
ble average of 4.5 yards per carry. 

Mark Porter, a three-year letter- 
man, returns to handle the place- 
kicking duties. He currently ranks 
eighth on the school’s all-time scor- 
ing list. He was 8-of-15 field goals last 
season. 

Either Shane Pouch or David 
Kruger is expected to do the punting, 
for the Wildcats’ sake, hopefully bet- 
ter than the 31.2 yards per punt they 
averaged last season. 

Kansas State’s coverage wasn’t very 
good, either. The Wildcats were last 
in the nation in net punting, averag- 
ing only 26.9 yards per kick. 

Junior Tom Dillon, a candidate at 
tailback, ranked third in the Big Eight 
in kickoff returns last season, averag- 
ing 20.59 yards per return on 17 kick- 
offs. Mark Austin, a_ senior 
cornerback, ranked fifth in the con- 
ference in kickoff returns, with an 
18.44 yards per return average. 

Despite their efforts, Kansas State 
ranked sixth in the conference in 
kickoff returns. 

The Wildcats will be young, 
“maybe the youngest team in the con- 
ference,’ according to Parrish. The 
roster includes 20 redshirt freshmen, 
many of whom are being counted on. 

Remember last season, when Kan- 
sas State opened with a 26-22 loss to 
Austin Peay, at home? Recovery from 
something like that is impossible. 

The Wildcats’ key to success, 
which would be a couple of victories, 
is developing young players and work- 
ing them into the lineup as quickly as 
possible. Kansas State could be 
stronger offensively this season, but 
as indicated earlier, that might not 
mean much. The Wildcats lack ex- 
perience, depth and numbers in their 
program. 

And, oh yes, there’s the matter of 
tradition. In Kansas State’s case, that’s 
a formidable obstacle. 

Things haven’t changed much in 
Manhattan, Kan., in nearly 100 
years. 


OFFENSE O 


Light Grey: returning starter 
Dark Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Black: returning All-American 
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Austin Peay 
Army 

lowa 

Tulsa 
Missouri 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
Kansas 
lowa State 
Colorado 


THE EXTREMES 


Kansas St. will go 3-8 if... 
Everything falls into place. 


eGary Swim has a hot hand. 


*The Wildcats upset lowa 
State in Manhattan and 
beat Kansas. 


Kansas St. will go 0-11 if... 


elt loses to Louisiana Tech in 
Manhattan in the fourth 
game of the season. 


Kansas State 
University 


SPRING DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


WR 


PK 


DE 
LT 
NG 
RT 
LB 
LB 


Lawrence Tolbert 
Mark Austin 
Russ Stange 
Don Anderson 
Shawn Fleming 
Bob Pacchioli 
Paul Yniguez 
Chad Faulkner 
Eric Zabelin 
Doug Warren 
Will McCain 
Rick Mears 
Russ Campbell 
Alan Friedrich 
Gary Swim 
Paul Watson 
Lee Pickett 
Curtis Madden 
Tom Dillon 

L. C. Timms 
Greg Washington 
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Andy Cunninghane 6-0 


Mark Porter 


DEFENSE 


James Enin-Okut 
Bill Snyder 

Jim Oehm 

Doug Blackbourne 
Rob Goode 

Bob Lawrence 
Alan Smith 

Tim Simoneau 
Dan Needham 
Gregg Holcomb 
Jeff Lowe 

Vantz Singletary 
Erick Harper 
Lorne Whittle 
Maurice Henry 
Jeff Allison 
Tyreese Herds 
Chris Thompson 
Marcus Miller 
Rob Easterwood 
Emmett Bradford 
Dimitrie Scott 
Shane Ponch 


6-0 


RH howd 


PPG nn 
LEAL LL ARAARARAARAARAARARMH 
SSO—-NO—CN—=NODOCONONW 


Preseason Annual 51 


MISSOURI TIGERS 


Big Eight Preview 


Offensive Line, Speedy Backs 
Give Tigers Shot at Dignity 


This is one type of alumni involve- 
ment the Missouri football program 
can tolerate . . . encourage, even. 

Woody Widenhofer not only at- 
tended Missouri and played football 
there, but he’s now the Tigers’ head 
coach. 

“T’ve always been a Missouri fan,” 
Widenhofer says. 

During 12 seasons of coaching in 
professional football, “I’d run into the 
Kellen Winslows, the James Wilders, 
the Eric Wrights, the Johnnie Poes 
and the Kurt Petersons (all former 
Tiger athletes)?’ Widenhofer said. 


“We'd talk about Missouri football be- 
cause they knew I was a Missouri 
graduate, and I always thought Mis- 
souri had those kind of players all the 
time.” 

When he replaced Warren Powers 
as the Tigers’ head coach in 1985, 
however, “I was really disappointed,” 
he said. 

“T always thought of Missouri as be- 
ing a pretty talented football team 
that overachieved and played well all 
the time.’ 

Boy, was he ever wrong, 

Widenhofer’s perception has been 


Missouri 
quarterback 
John 
Stollenwerck 
(9) won the 
starting job 
last year after 
transferring 
from SMU. 
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contradicted by the harsh reality of 
three consecutive losing seasons. And 
he’s become one of Missouri’s most 
frustrated alums. 

But things have gotten better un- 
der Widenhofer. His first Tiger team 
went 1-10. His second went 3-8. And 
last year’s team went 5-6. 

Apparently, he’s getting the pro- 
gram turned around. 

Still, finishing fifth in the Big Eight, 
the way Missouri did last fall, isn’t 
good enough for any alum, much less 
Widenhofer. “I don’t think Missouri 
should ever be any worse than No. 3 
in this league because of the facilities, 
the product, being the only (NCAA 
Division IA) university in the state, 
and the population — 5,500,000 peo- 
ple when you include Kansas City, 
Kan., and East St. Louis, Ill. There’s 
a lot of reasons why Missouri should 
always be in the top three,’ Widen- 
hofer said when he was hired. 

His point is well-taken. Widenhofer 
is sitting on top of a gold mine of high 
school football talent. The problem 
has been, many of the state’s best 
players haven’t been attracted to Mis- 
souri. They've gone elsewhere. 

That’s what made the successful 
recruitment of Tony VanZant so sig- 
nificant. VanZant was one of the most 
publicized high school players in the 
state’s history. 

Asa senior, he led Hazelwood Cen- 
tral to Missouri’s large-school title. He 
was the Parade Magazine High School 
Player of the Year after rushing for 
2,738 yards and scoring 36 touch- 
downs. During his career, he rushed 
for more than 6,000 yards and scored 
91 touchdowns, the fifth-best total 
ever nationally at that time. 

He wasn’t faster than a speeding 
bullet, but he reportedly had 4.3 
speed in the 40-yard dash, and though 


no one claimed to have seen him do 
it, he no doubt was able to leap tall 
buildings in a single bound. 

An estimated 300 colleges tried to 
recruit VanZant, who settled on Mis- 
souri, after only two visits, to Oklaho- 
ma State and Michigan. 

He canceled a trip to Arizona State 
and announced he would attend Mis- 
souri, hoping that would alleviate the 
ceaseless pressure from recruiters. 
The only schools that backed off 
without being told, though, were 
those concerned about whether Van- 
Zant could meet NCAA eligibility re- 
quirements. And that became a moot 
point after he injured a knee during 
a high school all-star game. He didn’t 
enroll at Missouri until January of 
1987. 

VanZant’s debut as a player last fall 
didn’t exactly match his build-up. He 
played in 10 games as a back-up, gain- 
ing 177 yards and scoring one touch- 
down on 37 carries. With the 
departure of Darrell Wallace and 
Robert Delpino, this could be the sea- 
son VanZant finally emerges. 

If he does, Widenhofer will be one 
happy alum. 

VanZant, who was sidelined during 
the spring by a knee injury, could be 
a pivotal figure in Missouri's year-old 
flexbone offense. 

Seven starters return on offense, in- 
cluding three of five interior linemen, 
all seniors: tackle Carl Bax, 6-foot-5, 
275; guard Chris Lowe, 6-2, 276; and 
center Curtis Wilson, 6-3, 273, 

Wilson, a co-captain, ranks as one 
of the best centers in the Big Eight. 
He’s among Missouri's strongest ath- 
letes and is credited with 4.6 speed 
in the 40-yard dash. He started all I 
games last season, after redshirting in 
1986. 

Wide receiver Craig Lammers, a 
5-9, 163-pound senior, and tight end 
Tim Bruton, a 6-4, 237-pound sopho- 
more, both started last season. 

Lammers caught 16 passes for 253 
yards and one touchdown. Bruton had 
13 receptions for 174 yards and three 
TDs. 

Quarterback John Stollenwerck, a 
6-0, 200-pound junior, threw most of 
those passes. He completed 60 of 137 
passes for 831 yards and five touch- 


Only a junior, 
Adrian Jones 
is one of 
the best 
cornerbacks 
in the 
Big Eight. 


downs and carried 77 times for 176 
yards and another touchdown, His 
best day passing was against Oklaho- 


ma State, when he completed 14 of 


23 for 189 yards. 

Stollenwerck became the starter 
five games into the season. The trans- 
fer from Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity should be settled in this season. 

He’s joined in the backfield by full- 
back Tommie Stowers, a 6-3, 
216-pound junior who was the Tigers’ 
second-leading rusher a year ago. 
Stowers gained 707 yards on 151 car- 
ries — he was Missouri's busiest run- 
ner — and scored one touchdown. 

VanZant will be joined in the com- 
petition at running back by several 
quality athletes, among them Smiley 
Elmore, a 5-9, 202-pound junior, and 
Sean Moore, a 6-0, 194-pound sopho- 
more; as well as a pair of redshirt 
freshmen — Chris Hall, 5-10, 200, 
and Charles Quint, 5-10, 180. 

Michael Jones, a 6-1, 202-pound 
sophomore letterman, figures to share 
time with Stowers at fullback. 

Bruton’s back-up at tight end will 
be Larry Linthacum, a_ 6-7, 
237-pound sophomore, or Chris Jen- 
sen, a 6-2, 237-pound senior and con- 


verted fullback. 

Upgrading the passing attack is one 
of Widenhofer’s priorities. The Tigers 
ranked 13th in the nation in rushing 
offense last season, averaging 256.4 
yards per game. But they were 98th 
in the country in passing offense. 

“Our No. 1 goal last year was to be 
very conservative, to run the football 
and learn as we went along as much 
about the (flexbone) offense as we 
could learn,” Widenhofer said. 

“We're at a point right now where 
we can open it up a little bit more and 
be a little more complex.” 

In addition to Lammers, he has 
junior Ron Pointer, a back-up last sea- 
son, and senior Ronnie Cameron at 
wideout. 

Cameron began last season as the 
No. 1 quarterback. In fact, he was 
supposedly one of the main reasons 
Widenhofer decided to go to the 
flexbone. 

With Cameron moving to wide 
receiver, Widenhofer had hoped 
spring practice would produce a clear 
cut back-up for Stollenwerck. That 
didn’t happen, although redshirt 
freshmen Corey Welch and Skip 
Leach performed well in the Black- 
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Tiger Coach Woody Widenhofer 
(top) has upped the Missouri 
win total by two games each of 
the past two seasons. As MU tries 
to go from five victories to 
seven this fall, they'll rely on 
hefty offensive linemen 
Rob Dryden (middie) and 
Curtis Wilson. 
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Gold intrasquad game. 

Welch, who's from Kansas City's 
Wyandotte High School, joined Brad 
Fitzmaurice, a sophomore from 
Jefferson City, Mo., to lead the Black 
team to a 21-6 victory. 

Leach, who's from Louisville, Kty,, 
accounted for the Gold team’s only 
points by throwing a 20-vard touch- 
down pass to Bruton. 

“Skip and Corey are the two fastest 
quarterbacks (on the team), and they 
both have a lot of athletic ability, To 
run that double- and triple-option, 
you. need that speed~’ said 
Widenhofer. 

“We were rooting for somebody to 
step up in the spring but nobody did?” 

As a result, Fitzmaurice goes into 
the fall as the No. 1 back-up. 

The remainder of the offensive line 
probably will come from a group that 
includes: Bob Dryden, a 6-9, 
341-pound sophomore; Andy Lock, a 
6-3, 238-pound junior; Pete Scott, a 
6-4, 285-pound junior; Rick Trum- 
bull, a 6-6, 273-pound sophomore; 
Miles Leisman, a 6-2, 262-pound 
junior; David Washington, a 6-2, 
277-pound junior; and Jeff Gardner, 
a 6-2, 269-pound senior. 

No matter which players emerge, 
Missouri should have a large line. 

One of the Tigers’ most signficant 
losses on offense was Tom Whelihan, 
who holds most of Missouri's career 
placekicking records. He also handled 
the punting. He ranked second in the 
conference, averaging 40.75 yards per 
punt, and that enabled the Tigers to 
rank third in net punting. 

Among the candidates for kicking 
jobs are junior Mike Rookstool and 
sophomore walkon Mark Plunkett. 

Widenhofer’s No. 1 concern on 
defense is improving the pass rush, 

“We went to a four-man front last 
year, mixed our defense and improved 
tremendously. We went from giving 
up 29 points a game to 19 a game and 
want to even improve on that.” he 
said. “Our No. 1 priority is to rush the 
passer and do a better job in the 
secondary.” 

Cornerback Adrian Jones, a 6-0, 
184-pound junior from Hollywood, 


Fla, gives Widenhofer someone with 
whom to begin. Jones, a former Big 
Bight Defensive Newcomer of the 
Year, was second-team all-conference 
last season, making 76 tackles and 
breaking up a conterence-high 12 
passes, 

He intercepted three passes, giving 
him eight in his brief career. 

Jones is being touted by Missouri 
as a candidate for All-American and 
Thorpe Award recognition. He’s 
among the best in the nation at his 
position, 

Another Tiger defender who 
figures to get consideration for All-Big 
Eight honors is senior Steve Van- 
degrift, a 6-4, 277-pound tackle. He 
was honorable mention — all- 
conference last season, his first as a 
defensive down lineman. 

He had been a linebacker but was 
asked to move when Widenholer and 
his coaches decided to go to a four- 
man front. 

Vandegrift, a defensive co-captain, 
made 62 tackles last season, includ- 
ing 30 unassisted and nine for losses 
totaling 30 yards. He's some 20 
pounds heavier than a year ago. 

The other returning defensive 
starters are inside linebackers Jerold 
Fletcher, a 6-2, 230-pound junior, and 
Darren MacDonald, a 6-1, 193-pound 
junior; cornerback Pat Ray, a 5-10, 
179-pound senior and three-year let- 
terman: weak safety Charles Murphy, 
a 6-1, 198-pound junior; end Ben 
Corl, a 6-2, 233-pound senior; and 
tackle Darryl Darling, a 6-2, 
276-pound senior. 

MacDonald was the team’s leading 
tackler, making 101, 33 of them unas- 
sisted and LI for 56 yards in losses. He 
was credited with seven sacks for loss- 
es of 42 yards. 

Darling missed all of spring prac- 
tice following knee surgery. He in- 
jured the knee eight games into last 
season and was replaced in the lineup 
by Kevin White, a 6-4, 263-pound 
sophomore who recovered three fum- 
bles last season. 

End Lee Johnson, a 6-1, 273-pound 
junior, also could be considered a 
returning starter since he stepped in 


for Corl in the final three games. 

Among the other players who could 
figure prominently in the defensive 
line this fall are tackles Chris Russell, 
a 6-0, 241-pound sophomore; Harold 
Anderson, a 6-2, 280-pound junior; 
and Don Wright, a 6-3, 237-pound, 
redshirt freshman. 

MacDonald and Fletcher will be 
joined at linebacker by Brian Reeves, 
a 6-2, 208-pound junior; Mike Logan, 
a 6-4, 215-pound sophomore and con- 
verted running back; Ron Walters, a 
6-2, 240-pound sophomore who start- 
ed three games last season; and A.J. 
Miller, a 6-1, 241-pound junior who sat 
out last season after transferring from 
SMU. 

Miller is highly regarded and could 
be a key to shoring up the line- 
backing. 

“Tf he’s as good as we think he is, 
then that’s going to strengthen our 
linebacking corps,’ Widenhofer said. 

The fourth starter in the secondary 
probably will be Harry Colon, a 6-0, 
196-pound sophomore who backed 
up All-Big Eight strong safety Erik 
MeMillan last season. Among the 
other defensive backs on whom the 
Tigers are counting are senior corn- 
ers Jesse Holmes, 5-10, 178, and Ken- 
ny King, 5-11, 187, and junior safeties 
Cordell McKinney, 5-10, 197, and 
Darrell Bryant, 5-11, 186. 

All are lettermen except Bryant, a 
junior college transfer who could 
push Colon for the strong safety job. 

“T think the major strength we have 
is young talent, both on offense and 
defense,’ Widenhofer said. “We have 
17 starters back, and I think that out 
of our top 60 players last year, only 
about seven were seniors. Both the 
offensive and defensive lines would be 
our strongest positions. 

“We have a lot of skilled players at 
the running back positions since we 
signed eight running backs a year ago. 
We're young at the running back po- 
sitions, but there’s some quality and 
quantity there,” said Widenhofer. 

He seems optimistic about the 
Tigers’ prospects this fall. But then, 
at this time of year, hope springs eter- 
nal for just about every alum. 
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Light Grey: returning starter 
Dark Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Black: returning All-Americon 


1987 RECORD (5-6) SPRING DEPTH CHART 
23 Baylor 18 OFFENSE 
28 Northwestern 3 SE Craig Lammers 5-9 163 sr. 
17. “Indiana 20 Ronnie Cameron 6-] 207 sr. 
LT Carl Bax 6-5 275 sr. 
A rae. t Rick Trumbull 6-6 273 so. 
ansas stare LG Rob Dryden 6-9 241 so. 
42 lowa State 17 Pete Scott 6-4 285 jr. 
20 Oklahoma State 24 Cc ets Wilson 6-3 273 vt 
Brad Walters 6-3 245 fr. 
fe Nee Be RG Chris Lowe 6-2 276 sr. 
Jay Greenwood 6-4 284 jr. 
13. Oklahoma 17 | RT Andy Lock 6-3 269 jr. 
= Pete Scott 6-4 285 jr. 
TE Tim Bruton 6-4 237 so. 
THE EXTREMES Larry Lintbacum 6-7 237 so. 
QB John Stollenwerck 6-0 200 jr. 
Missouri will go 7-4 if... Brad Fitzmaurice 6-0 182 fr. 
«The defense continues to FB Tommie Stowers 6-3 216 jr. 
improve Chris Hall 5-10 200 fr. 
VanZ 3, f LHB Michael Jones 6-2 202 so. 
*VanZant's per ormance Tony VanZant 6-2 183 so. 
comes close to his billing. RHB Smiley Elmore 5-9 202 jr. 
en } Jim White 5-11 203 jr. 
Missouri will go 5-6 if... PK Jim Weir 6-0 240 so. 
eThe passing game doesn’t Mark Plunkett 6-1 193 so. 
improve. 
*VanZant isn’t full-speed. DEFENSE : 
LE Steve Vandegrift 6-5 277 sr. 
Ken Christiansen 6-4 239 fr. 
LT Darryl Darling 6-2 282 sr. 
Chris Russell 6-0 241 so. 
RT Kevin White 6-4 263 jr. 
Meredith Johnson 6-2 280 jr. 
RE Lee Johnson 6-1 273 fr. 
Ben Corl 6-2 233 sr. 
OLB A. J. Miller 6-1 241 jr. 
Jerold Fletcher 6-2 230 jr. 
MLB Darren MacDonald 6-1 193 jr. 
Ron Walters 6-3 242 so. 
OLB Mike Logan 6-4 215 so. 
Brian Reeves 6-2 208 jr. 
LC Adrian Jones 6-0 184 jr. 
Jesse Holmes 5-10 178 sr. 
SS Harry Colon 6-0 196 so. 
Darrell Bryant 6-2 200 jr. 
WS Sharron Washington 6-0 185 fr. 
Charles Murphy 6-1 198 jr 
RC Pat Ray 5-10 179 sr 
Kenny King 6-0 187 sr 
P= Mike Rookstool 6-2 205 j 
John Campbell 6-3 
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Big Eight Preview 


Even With Awesome Offense 
Black Shirts Remain Husker Key 


It’s what’s up-front that counts. 

And that’s of concern to Nebraska's 
Tom Osborne as he goes into his 16th 
season as head football coach. 

“We're still obviously searching in 


some spots,” he said at the end of 


spring practice. The most critical, 
without a doubt, is defensive line. 

“It all goes back to up-front be- 
cause vou can have all the great plav- 
ers behind them, but if you can’t do 
reasonably well with your up-front 
people, you’re going to get the ball 
run down your throat,” said Osborne, 
“Your pass defense, everything is af- 
fected.” 

The Cornhuskers ranked sixth in 
the nation in scoring defense and 
eighth in total defense last season, 
with a defensive line that included a 
pair of All-Big Fight tackles, Neil 
Smith and Tim Rother, Smith was an 
All-American and _ first-round NFL 
draft pick. Rother was drafted in the 
fourth round. 

In addition, Lee Jones was a solid 
third tackle, with Lawrence Pete and 
Mike Murray sharing time in the 
middle. 

Only Murray. a walkon from Chica- 


go, remains. Jones completed his 
eligibility, along with Smith and 
Rother, and Pete quit the team just 
before the final week of spring drills, 
making the situation worse. 

Essentially, Defensive Coordinator 
Charlie McBride, who coaches the 
line, has had to start from scratch. 

“Tt gets to be discouraging once in 
a while watching it.” he said, “You've 
got to be patient. You can’t expect 
everything at once.” 

But with an Aug. 27 opener against 
Texas A&M in the Kickoff Classic, 
there’s a sense of urgency in solving 
the problem. Without a good defen- 
sive front, “vou’re out of business,” 
McBride said, echoing Osborne. 

Nebraska's only experienced defen- 
sive tackle is  6-foot-3, 250- 
pound Ray Valladao, a junior 
from Atwater, Calif., who was held out 
of the first three weeks of spring prac- 
tice to get some academic problems 
cleared up. 

Missing so much of the spring will, 
no doubt, impede Valladao’s develop- 
ment. But he’s expected to play a key 
role. 

Another of the top candidates at 


All-American blood flows 
through two key Huskers: |-back 
Terry Rodgers (left) and 
cornerback Charles Fryar. Terry is 
the son of Heisman wingback 
Johnny Rodgers and Charles is 
the cousin of All-American 
wingback Irving Fryar. 


56 Preseason Annual 


defensive tackle, Kent Wells, also was 
withheld from part of spring practice. 
He's a 6-5, 285-pound junior. 

With Valladao and Wells sidelined, 
McBride was left with a group of in- 
experienced tackles, among. them 
Willie Griffin and Paul Brungardt, 
who spent the spring as the No. Is. 

Although the 6-3, 275-pound 
Griffin is a senior, he didn't become 
a defensive tackle until the beginning 
of spring practice two vears ago. He 
was recruited as a tight end. 

Inexperience at the position isn’t 
Griffin’s biggest problem, though. 

“Willie has enough instincts to 
where he makes up for a lot of mis- 
takes,” said McBride. “He’s just out of 
shape. 

“To be effective, he’s going to have 
to do things he hasn't done before, get 
in the weight room, lose some weight, 
get in great shape.” 

Griffin’s summer was mapped out. 
“AIL Willie’s sacrifices will have to 
come off the field?” McBride said. 
“He's really going to have to get after 
itz" 

Griffin could play a significant role 
this fall. So could Brungardt, a red- 


shirt sophomore from Battle Creek, 
Neb., who saw limited action with the 
varsity last season after sitting out his 
first fall with a broken foot. 

The 6-7, 255-pound Brungardt has 
had the benefit of two springs of prac- 
tice, and as a result, “he’s a little far- 
ther along (than the other young 
tackles),” McBride said. 

“He's the guy who has to come on 
and do it. That’s the big key, right 
there, because Willie, Valladao and 
Wells should give us pretty good sup- 
port coming back (from last season).” 

None of Nebraska's other defensive 
tackles have varsity experience. 

Joe Sims, 6-4, 265, and LeAndre 
Anderson, 6-5, 250, are sophomores, 
as are Brian Brown and Greg Koell- 
ner, a middle guard on the junior var- 
sity last fall. Brown and Koellner are 
logical candidates to redshirt, but “we 
probably won't declare redshirts un- 
til later on,” said McBride. 

The Cornhuskers’ other defensive 
tackles include Kurt Skradis, Joe 
D’Alesio, Tve Doll and Kurt Hasley. 
All are walkons except Hasley, who 
got a look at middle guard after Pete 
quit. 

The loss of Pete threw what had 
seemed a solid position into turmoil. 

Nebraska came away from spring 
drills without a clear cut back-up for 
Murray, with Brian Edgren, Pat En- 
gelbert, Jim Wanek and Junior 
Monarrez all in the picture at middle 
guard. 

Edgren, 6-1, 260, is a redshirt 
sophomore walkon from Holdrege. 
Engelbert, who had been projected 
as a redshirt, is a 6-2, 235-pound 
sophomore from Columbus, Neb. Wa- 
nek, a 6-0, 240-pound sophomore, is 
a converted center, and Monarrez, 6-1, 
265, is a highly publicized junior col- 
lege transfer. 

McBride has indicated that 
incoming freshmen Dave Jensen from 
Omaha Creighton Prep and Kevin 
Ramaekers from Norfolk (Neb.) 
Catholic will get a serious look with 
the varsity defensive line during fall 
camp. 

The situation is frustrating, for the 
players as well as their coach. 


“Tt’s difficult until they get a lot of 


repetition,” said McBride. 


And while they're learning the sys- 
tem, “they become so hesitant about 
everything they do, they just get 
knocked around in there.’ 

It’s easy for the coach, and for his 
players, to get discouraged. 

“You have to understand where 
they're at. It just takes time, some- 
times a vear, sometimes two, to get 
things to where they really feel con- 
fident in what theyre doing,’ 
McBride said. 

Nebraska can’t wait, of course. The 
Cornhuskers need to find three or 
four reliable defensive tackles. “This 
vear’s going to be a real struggle with 
that whole bunch,” said McBride. 

Broderick Thomas, Nebraska’s All- 
American defensive end — or outside 
linebacker, as he prefers — isn’t so 
sure. “I think things are going to work 
out for the best,” he said. 

“The tackles? I'm not worried 
about them. They're the last four peo- 
ple I’m worried about. People can say 
they aren't ready, but I’ve been out 
there with Willie and Brungardt. 


They're getting better by the day. 

“They're great athletes. I think they 
can be as good as the tackles we had. 
I’m not going to count ‘em out. I'll be 
behind ’em 100 percent.” 

Thomas, 6-3, 235, is optimistic 
about the defense. “Even though we 
might not have the talent we had last 
year, I think our defense might end 
up being better,” he said. “We've got 
a lot of guys trying to prove them- 
selves. 

“Last vear, we had a whole bunch 
of all-stars, and it was like everybody 
was almost waiting around for some- 
body else to do something every 
week.” 

Thomas, of course, again will be a 
key figure among the Cornhusker 
Black Shirts. His goal is to “finish up 
my senior season as great as I would 
like to be. I don’t want it to sputter. 

“T want to be one of the best play- 
ers in the country. And I have some 
other high goals I'd rather not com- 
ment on.” 

A national championship is one, 


Nebraska wingback Dana Brinson (33) uses his 4.37 speed as one 
of the Big Eight’s most exciting all-purpose players. 
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and Nebraska could make a run at it. 

With the notable exception of the 
line, the Cornhusker defense is solid. 

Though only three other defensive 
starters besides Thomas return, 
Nebraska has experience at just about 
every position. At outside linebacker, 
for example, there are three other 
players “who can do about anything 
I can do;’ Thomas said. 

The three are Jon Marco, a 6-1, 
220-pound senior; Jeff Mills, a 6-3, 
220-pound junior; and Mike Croel, a 
6-3, 215-pound sophomore who saw 
limited action with the varsity as a 
freshman. 

LeRoy Etienne, a 6-1, 230-pound 
senior, is the best of the inside line- 
backers and figures to contend for all- 
conference and All-American honors. 

Among the most prominent of the 
other inside linebackers are Randall 
Jobman, a 6-3, 230-pound junior; Pat 
Tyrance, a 6-1, 230-pound sophomore; 
Kenny Walker, a 6-4, 230-pound 
sophomore; and Chris Caliendo, a 
6-2, 225-pound junior. 

Mark Hagge, a 5-11, 230-pound 
sophomore had a good spring and 
could figure in the picture, as could 
Brad Ferguson, a 6-1, 215-pound 
junior. 

The Cornhusker secondary has the 
potential to be as strong as it’s been 
in a long time. Senior cornerbacks 
Charles Fryar, 5-10, 175, and Loren- 
zo Hicks, 5-11, 195, are returning 
starters, as is free safety Mark Blazek, 
a 6-2, 200-pound senior. 

Strong safety Reggie Cooper, a 6-3, 
200-pound sophomore, is one of the 
hardest hitters on the defense. Sever- 
al other defensive backs are good 
enough to start, including Tim Jack- 
son, a 6-0, 195-pound senior; John 
Custard, a 5-8, 170-pound senior; Ta- 
haun Lewis, a 5-11, 170-pound sopho- 
more; and Marvin Sanders, a 6-0, 
185-pound junior; Cartier Walker, a 
5-10, 175-pound senior; Wendell 
Wooten, a 6-1, 205-pound senior; and 
Jon Crippen, a 5-10, 165-pound 
sophomore. Competition in the 
secondary during the spring was 
intense. 

Five offensive starters return, in- 
cluding All-Big Eight quarterback 
Steve Taylor, who's being touted as a 


Nebraska Cornhuskers 
SS 


With just two games starting 
experience, noseguard 
Mike Murray (74) stands out as 
Nebraska's veteran defensive 
lineman. 


Heisman Trophy candidate. 

Taylor rushed for 659 yards last sea- 
son, a school record for quarterbacks. 
He also completed 57 of 123 passes 
for 902 yards and 13 touchdowns, in- 
cluding a school-record five in a 42-33 
victory over UCLA. 

The 6-0, 200-pound senior from 
Fresno, Calif., should be ready to go, 
after sitting out spring practice with 
a severe thigh pull. 


Among the many weapons at Tay- 
lor’s disposal are wingback Dana 
Brinson and tight end Todd Millikan. 

Brinson, a 5-9, 170-pound senior, is 
the fastest player on the team, having 
been timed in 4.37 in the 40-yard 
dash. He used that speed to rank se- 
cond in the conference in kickoff 
returns, third in punt returns and fifth 
in all-purpose yards. He also caught 
13 passes for 189 yards and one 
touchdown. 

Millikan, a 6-3, 235-pound senior, 
caught 13 passes for 287 yards and 
three touchdowns last season. 
Healthy, he’s as good as there is in the 
nation, according to Osborne. The 
problem is, Millikan was slowed all of 
last fall by a severe groin pull that also 
kept him out of spring practice. 

With Millikan, the Cornhuskers are 
“very good” at tight end, Osborne 
said. Without him, however, they're 
average, at best. 

Nebraska has three starters return- 
ing in the offensive line: center Jake 
Young, a 6-4, 260-pound junior; guard 
Andy Keeler, a 6-3, 265-pound senior; 
and tackle Bob Sledge, a 6-2, 
270-pound senior. Young and Sledge 
were both second-team All-Big Eight 
last fall. 

They'll be joined by Doug Glaser, 
a 6-7, 290-pound junior tackle, and 
John Nelson, a 6-0, 265-pound senior 
guard. 

Jeff Anderson, a 6-3, 265-pound 
junior walkon, also is regarded as a 
starter. He’s the No. 1 back-up at both 
center and tackle and the top deep 
snapper. 

Going into. the fall, the Corn- 
huskers’ biggest concern in the offen- 
sive line is back-ups. Among the top 
candidates at tackle are Tom Punt, a 
6-7, 260-pound sophomore; Steve 
Engstrom, a 6-3, 275-pound sopho- 
more; Terry Eyman, a 6-6, 265-pound 
sophomore; and Brad Rother, a 6-3, 
240-pound junior. 

The back-up guards include Bill 
Bobbora, a 6-3, 260-pound junior; 
Mark Antonietti, a 6-2, 265-pound 
senior; John Roschal, a_ 6-3, 
260-pound junior; and R.G. Arneson, 
a 5-L1, 270-pound junior. 

Morgan Gregory, a 6-0, 185-pound 
junior, appears to be the clear cut No. 
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1 at split end, with Chip Bahe, a 5-9, 
160-pound sophomore, among the 
backups. 

The starting I-back job is wide 
open, with Tyreese Knox, a 5-10, 
215-pound senior; Ken Clark, a 5-9, 
200-pound junior; and Terry Rodgers, 
a 5-7, 175-pound sophomore the top 
candidates. 

Rodgers, the son of former Corn- 
husker Heisman Trophy winner John- 
ny Rodgers, had an excellent spring 
and appears ready to assert himself af- 
ter redshirting last season. 

Knox rushed for 428 yards and 
three touchdowns last season. Clark 
ran for 344 yards and scored five 
touchdowns. 

Bryan Carpenter, a 5-9, 200-pound 
junior, and Sam Schmidt, a 6-0, 
225-pound junior, are slated to share 
the fullback responsibilities. 

The deepest position on offense 
may be wingback, where Brinson 
must compete with several plavers to 
keep his job. The stiffest challenge has 
come from Richard Bell, a 6-0, 
195-pound junior who started in the 
Fiesta Bowl. 

Nate Turner, a 6-1, 220-pound 
sophomore, and Jamie Worden, a 
5-10, 175-pound senior, also can do 
the job. 

Taylor is ably backed up by Gerry 
Gdowski, a 6-1, 195-pound junior, and 
much-publicized Mickey Joseph, a 
5-10, 170-pound sophomore. 


“We're going to have quite a bit of 


speed at quarterback,” said Osborne. 
“They all run really well.” 

Junior John Kroeker will again be 
the punter, with Chris Drennan, 
another junior, and sophomore Gregg 
Barrios giving Nebraska two outstand- 
ing placekickers. 

Drennan kicked 53 of 53 extra 
points and made six of eight field goal 
attempts, including four from 40 yards 
or farther. 

“T think we have about an average 
number of starters and lettermen 
returning,” Osborne said. “We lost 
some great players, but we normally 
do that every year. Overall, the main 
concern we have going in would prob- 
ably be the defensive line and then, 
offensively, tight end.” 

It all starts up-front. 


Light Grey: returning starter 
Dark Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Black: returning All-American 
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56 Utah State 

42 UCLA 

35 Arizona State 
30 South Carolina 
54 Kansas 


35 Oklahoma State 


56 Kansas State 
42 Missouri 

42  lowa State 
7 Oklahoma 
24 Colorado 
28 Florida State 


THE EXTREMES 


Nebraska will go 13-0 if... 


eThe defensive line is at 


least acceptable. 


eTaylor has the kind of year 


he’s capable of having. 


Nebraska will go 8-4 if... 
*Everything that could go 


wrong does. 


SPRING DEPTH CHART 


RCB Tahaun Lewis 5-11 170 so. 
Charles Fryar 5-10 175: sr. 
SS Reggie Cooper 6-3 200 so. 
Mark Blazek 6-2 200 sr. 
Ss Tim Jackson 6-0 190 sr. 
Mark Blazek 6-2 200 sr. 


AS} tsi 
185 so. 


P John Kroeker 5-1 
Scott Beckler 


OFFENSE 
SE Morgan Gregory 6-0 185 jr. 
Chip Bahe 5-10 175 so. 
LT Bob Sledge 6-2 270 sr. 
Tom Punt 6-8 270 so. 
LG Andy Keeler 6-3 265 sr. 
Mark Antonietti 6-2 265 sr. 
C Jake Young 6-5 260 jr. 
Jeff Anderson 6-4 270 jr. 
RG John Nelson 6-1 260 jr. 
Bill Bobbora 6-3 260 jr. 
RT Doug Glaser 6-7. 295 jr. 
Terry Eyman 6-6 265 so. 
TE Todd Millikan 6-3 245 sr. 
Monte Kratzenstein 6-4 225 jr. 
QB Steve Taylor 6-0 205 sr. 
Gerry Gdowski 6-1 195 jr. 
FB Sam Schmidt 6-1 230 jr. 
Bryan Carpenter 5-10 200 jr. 
IB Ken Clark 5-9 200 jr. 
Terry Rodgers 5-7 170 so. 
WB Richard Bell 6-0 195 jr. 
Jamie Worden 5-10 175 sr. 
PK Chris Drennan 5-9 180 jr. 
Gregg Barrios 5-8 180 so. 
DEFENSE 
OLB Broderick Thomas 6-3 235 sr. 
Jeff Mills 6-3 220 jr. 
LT Willie Griffin 6-3 275 sr. 
Joe Sims 6-4 265 so. 
MG Mike Murray 5-10 240 jr. 
Brian Edgren 6-1 260 so. 
RT Paul Brungardt 6-7 255 so. 
Ken Wells 6-5 285 jr. 
OLB Jon Marco 6-1 220 sr. 
Mike Croel 6-3 215 so. 
SLB Randall Jobman 6-3 230 jr. 
LeRoy Etienne 6-1 230 jr. 
WLB Pat Tyrance 6-2 230 so. 
Chris Caliendo 6-3 240 jr. 
LCB Lorenzo Hicks 6-0 195 sr. 
John Custard S969. sk. 
] 
0 
3 
2 
0 
2 
] 
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OKLAHOMA STATE COWBOYS 


Big Eight Preview 


Pokes Prepare for Miracle: 
Parting of Big Red Sea 


Pat Jones was talking about the 
natural ebb and flow of college foot- 


ball, how the relative strengths of 


teams seem to run in cycles. 

“I don’t think there are many peo- 
ple who can go out and say, ‘We're go- 
ing to win 10 or ll games a year: 
Unfortunately for us two of ‘em are in 
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this league,” said Oklahoma State’s 
fifth-year head coach. 

Those two, of course, are Oklaho- 
ma and Nebraska. Oklahoma State 
has defeated the Sooners only three 
times during Jones’ lifetime. There’s 
been a lot of ebb and not much flow 
in that series. 


Jones was 13 years old the last time 
the Cowboys defeated Nebraska. The 
year was 1961. Soviet premier Nikita 
Krushchev was in the news. “West 
Side Story” won several Academy 
Awards, although “The Hustler,’ 
“Judgment at Nuremberg,” “Splen- 
dor in the Grass,” and “Through a 
Glass Darkly” also were popular 
among movie goers. 

“La Dolce Vita” was a foreign film 
making the rounds in U.S. theaters. 

The Nebraska-Oklahoma State ser- 
ies was only in its second season, and 
Oklahoma State won, 14-6, the Cow- 
boys’ second consecutive victory over 
Coach Bill Jennings’ hapless Corn- 
huskers. 

How sweet life was in Stillwater. 

Twenty-six tries and seven head 
coaches later, Oklahoma State is still 
trying to post victory No, 3 over 
Nebraska. Bob Devaney arrived at 
Nebraska in 1962, directed the Corn- 
huskers to a 14-0 victory over Okla- 
homa State in Lincoln, and, well, you 
know the rest. 

The best Oklahoma State has done 
against Nebraska since then was a tie 
in 1973. Jim Stanley’s Cowboys 
snapped an ll-game losing streak to 
Nebraska with the 17-17 tie, which 
preceded Oklahoma State’s current 
14-game losing streak to the Corn- 
huskers. 

Ebb and flow, you say? 

It’s been all ebb. 

In the 10 seasons Jones has been 
at Oklahoma State, the first six as an 
assistant, Nebraska and Oklahoma 
have been above the Big Eight cycles. 

Sure, Colorado finished second and 
Nebraska was third in 1986. But one 
upset didn’t put Colorado in a class 
with the Cornhuskers and Sooners. 

“There have been different people, 
in shifts, who have made legitimate 
runs at them,’ Jones said. 

First, Missouri. Then, Oklahoma 
State and Colorado. 


Senior Cowboy defensive 
lineman Marcus Jones (60) is 
one of OSU’s most talented 
defenders. 


But have any other teams gained 
significant ground on the “Big Two” 
of the Big Eight? 

“T don’t know,” said Jones. 

Oklahoma State has won 34 games 
and made three bowl appearances 
during his four seasons as head coach, 
But the Cowboys, as good as they have 
been, haven't been able to defeat 
either Oklahoma or Nebraska. 

Ebb and flow? Not at the top of the 
Big Eight. And probably not this sea- 
son, either. 

If Oklahoma State has a hope of 
knocking off Oklahoma or Nebraska 
this season, it's based on quarterback 
Mike Gundy. 

The 5-foot-Ll, 180-pound junior 
from Midwest City, Okla., certainly 
hasn’t been intimidated by the Big 
Two. 

Gundy started as a freshman, for 
only the second time in his college 
career, against Nebraska in Lincoln, 
He remembers going up to the line 
of scrimmage and staring facemask- 
to-facemask at Danny Noonan, the 
Cornhuskers’ All-American middle 
guard. 

Even though it was a cold, damp 
evening, Noonan wasn't wearing so 
much as a tee-shirt beneath his jersey. 

“T was cold and didn’t know if I 
wanted to be there anyway. He had 
his shirt (jersey) tucked under his 
pads. His belly was sticking out, I 
thought, ‘Man, we're in trouble. This 
guy is crazy,’ Gundy recalled, 

Even so, Gundy wasn’t intimidated. 
He has “some gunslinger in him,” ac- 
cording to Jones. 

The week after his baptism under 
fire in the Nebraska game, Gundy had 
to contend with Oklahoma and its All- 
American linebacker Brian Bosworth, 
whom Gundy had met at a banquet 
for Sooner recruits when he was a 
high school senior. Bosworth “told me 
if 1 went anywhere else, he'd kill me?’ 
Gundy said. But was he intimidated? 

Apparently not. He wanted to put 
Bosworth’s name on his football shoes, 
a psychological tactic Bosworth often 
used on opposing players. 


Jones wouldn't Vet Gundy do it 


Gundy became a starter his fresh- 
man year out of desperation, Jones 


said, 


Now, that decision looks like the 
work of a genius. Gundy completed 
117 of 225 passes for 1,525 yards and 
eight touchdowns as a freshman. And 
he threw only five interceptions. 

He was named the Big Eight New- 
comer of the Year by United Press In- 
ternational and the Big Eight 
Offensive Newcomer of the Year by 
the Associated Press. He was honora- 
ble mention all-conference, and The 
Sporting News rated him the best 
freshman quarterback in the country; 

Not bad for a quarterback who 
“didn’t know more than 10 plays” the 
first time he went into a varsity game. 

But Gundy is intelligent. 

“He can beat you with his mind 
and the intangibles, too,” said Jones. 

He's also “a tough guy.” 

Late in the fourth quarter of a game 
against Iowa State his freshman vear, 
Gundy was slammed to the ground by 
a Cyclone defensive tackle. As Gun- 
dy stood in the huddle prior to the 
next play, looking at the Lowa State 
detensive linemen, he noticed the 
tackle was still staring at him. 

So he made an obscene gesture. 

When Gundy came to the line of 
scrimmage to take the snap, the 
bearded lineman was seething. “I told 
him he looked like a lumberjack,” 
Gundy said. 

“He stepped across the line and 
came directly at me.” 

The officials stepped in, and before 
tempers cooled, the Iowa State play- 
er had been ejected from the game. 

Afterward, Gundy walked out of 
the locker room and “the (Iowa State) 
guy was standing there.” 

Gundy sized up the situation, then 
turned around and went the other 
way. 

He’s as bright as he is tough. 

Gundy wasn’t a victim of the 
sophomore jinx last fall. He led the 
Big Eight and ranked 32nd in the na- 
tion in total offense, primarily on the 
strength of his passing. He complet- 
ed 170 of 287 for 2,106 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He threw LI intercep- 
tions and ranked 20th in the nation 
in passing efficiency. 

With 3,792 career passing yards, he 
already ranks 14th on the conference 


career passing list. 


No doubt about it, Hart Lee 
Dykes is the most celebrated 
Big Eight wide receiver 
of the 1980s. 


Any discussion of Oklahoma State's 
prospects for this fall has to begin 
with Gundy. He’s the best in the Big 
Eight at what he does. 

Hart Lee Dykes was the best in the 
conference at what he did last season 
— catch passes. Counting his perfor- 
mance in the Sun Bowl, Dykes caught 
64 passes for 1,050 yards, both school 
records, The 6-4, 210-pound senior 
ranked first in the conference and 
Uth in the country in pass receiving 
and was a first-team All-Big Eight 
selection, 

He already holds most of Oklaho- 
ma State's pass receiving records and 
needs only 458 yards to pass Nebras- 
ka’s Johnny Rodgers as the Big Eight’s 
all-time leading receiver. If he stays 
healthy, that’s almost a certainty. 

Dykes is an All-American. can- 
didate. 

Oklahoma State’s other returning 
offensive starters are tackles Jason 
Kidder, a 6-3, 272-pound senior, and 
Byron Woodard, a 6-3, 300-pound 
senior; guard Chris Stanley, a 6-5, 
260-pound junior; center John Bois- 
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vert, a 6-3, 250-pound senior; and 
fullback Garrett) Limbrick, a 6-3, 
220-pound senior. 

The Cowboys should be solid up- 
front, losing only Doug Meacham, a 
three-year starter at tackle. In addi- 
tion to the returning starters, several 
other lettermen figure in the picture 
there, among them Mike Wolfe, a 6-5, 
255-pound senior; Matt Kolb, a 6-5, 
250-pound senior; Kim Johnson, a 
6-2, 265-pound senior; Scott Webb, 
a 6-5, 240-pound sophomore; and 
Brent Davis, a 6-4, 240-pound 
sophomore, 

If the line can open some holes, 
Barry Sanders will run through them. 

The 5-8, 195-pound junior tailback 
from Wichita, Kan., is the obvious 
successor to Thurman Thomas, 

Sanders should be ready to come 
into his own after being a back-up to 
Thomas for two seasons. He's a proven 
performer, having filled in as a fresh- 
man, when Thomas was less than 100 
percent, and finished as the Cowboys’ 
second-leading rusher. 

Sanders rushed for 653 yards on 11 
carries last season and led the nation 
in kickoff returns, averaging 31.3 vards 
per return. He ranked second in the 
nation in punt returns, averaging 
16.27 yards per return, and 39th 
among the nation’s all-purpose 
runners. 

Sanders had the distinction of scor- 
ing on a rush, a pass reception, a kick- 
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Oklahoma State Cowbo ys 


Coach Pat Jones (left) 
expects a much-improved 
defense thanks to defensive 
back Melvin Gilliam (center) 
and David Bailey, switched 
during spring from the line 
to rush end. 


off return and a punt return last 
season. His running will be an excel- 
lent complement to the passing com- 
bination of Gundy and Dykes. 

Sanders’ back-up) probably will 
come from a group that includes 
Mitch Nash, a 5-10, 190-pound senior; 
Vernon Brown, a 6-0, 197-pound 
sophomore; and Gerald Hudson, a 
5-9, 202-pound redshirt freshman. 
Devin Jones, an understudy to Lim- 
brick at fullback last fall, could see 
some action at tailback as well. 

Dykes is Gundy’s favorite target but 
not his only one. Curtis Mayfield, a 
6-1, 165-pound sophomore, has abili- 
ty, as does flanker Jarrod Green, a 6-1, 
194-pound junior. Redshirt freshman 
Robert Kirksey, 6-1, 185, also may be 
ready. 

The tight end will be new, with 6-5, 
235-pound junior Vance Vice, and 
6-4, 265-ponnd senior David Dick 
among those getting a good look. 
Both have moved from interior line 
positions. 


Considering the Cowboys have had 
J.R. Dillard and Brien Keith playing 
tight end in recent seasons, the posi- 
tion will be a concern until Vice, Dick 
or someone else establishes himself. 

Gundy’s understudies include 
Chris Smith, a 6-2, 185-pound red- 
shirt sophomore, and Kenny Ford, a 
6-0, 175-pound redshirt freshman. 

Both were highly regarded recruits 
out of high school, Smith in Ponca 
City, Okla., Ford in Port Arthur, Tex. 

The Cowboys give every indication 
of being at least as good on offense as 
they were last season, when they 
ranked seventh in the nation in scor- 
ing and Mth in total offense. 

“You would have to think the 
strengths of our ball club are the 
offensive line, our skill players and our 
overall team speed,” Jones said. 

Defense is somewhat of a concern. 
primarily because of inexperience. 
Only five starters return. But they're 
good ones: linebacker Sim Drain [T1, 
a 6-2, 200-pound junior; cornerback 
Melvin Gilliam, a 6-0, 175-pound 
senior; stroug safety Rod Smith, a 6-2, 
195-pound junior; and tackles David 
Bailey, a 6-4, 240-pound senior, and 
Marcus Jones, a 6-2, 245-pound 
senior. 

Drain, who's from Stillwater, was 
second-team All-Big Eight last sea- 
son, after leading the Cowboys tn 
tackles with 108. He also broke up 


three passes and intercoptad awl 


yor, 


The other linebacker will come 
from a group that includes converted 
fullback Mike Aboussie. a 6-2, 
225-pound sophomore; Vernon Vic- 
tor, a 6-2, 205-pound junior; Bobby 
Raynor, a 6-2, 210-pound redshirt 
freshman; and Rick Walstad, a 6-0, 
200-pound junior who's moving from 
defensive end. 

Gilliam, who switched from free 
safety to cornerback three games into 
last season, also was second-team All- 
Big Eight. He finished with 69 tack- 
les and intercepted five passes as did 
Smith, who returned two for 
touchdowns. 

Both earned All-American honora- 
ble mention last fall. 

Curtis Luper, 6-0, 195; Milton 
Cockrell, 5-9, 180; and Rodderick 
Gaines, 6-1, 210, all are three-year let- 
terman seniors. Chris Lowery, a 6-2, 
192-pound junior, has lettered twice. 

Luper and Gaines both were tried 
at defensive end in the spring. 

Among the others in the secondary 
picture are Fred Gaines, a 6-2, 
192-pound junior, and juco transfers, 
Jason Juhl and Lamar McGriggs. 

The Cowboys aren't lacking in 
talent. 

Bailey, yet another second-team all- 
conference performer last season, and 
Jones will anchor the defensive line. 

Bailey led the linemen in tackles 
with 83 and had three quarterback 
sacks. 

Sophomores Brandon Colbert, 6-0, 
250, and Ruben Oliver, 6-1, 237, are 
the top candidates at noseguard. 

In addition to Luper and Gaines, 
the competition at defensive end in- 
cludes Greg McCalister, a 6-1, 
235-pound senior; Derrick Alexander, 
a 6-3, 220-pound sophomore: Mark 
Walker, a 6-3, 205-pound sophomore; 
and Cecil Wilson, a 5-l1, 190-pound 
sophomore who's moving from defen- 
sive back, 

Cary Blanchard is back to handle 
the placekicking responsibilities, and 
the sophomore from Hurst, Tex., 
could double as the punter. 

With the departure of Cary Coop- 
er, who enabled Oklahoma State to 
rank second in the conference and 
fourth in the nation in net punting, 
that’s a definite concern. Hl 


Light Grey: returning starter 
Dork Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Black: returning All-American 
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Tulsa 
Houston 
Wyoming 
SW Louisiana 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Missouri 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma 
Kansas 

lowa State 
West Virginia 


THE EXTREMES 


Okla. State will go 9-2 if... 


«The offensive line gives 
Gundy enough time to find 
Dykes or hand off to 
Sanders. 

«The Cowboys show marked 
improvement defensively. 


Okla. State will go 7-4 if... 


elt’s not prepared for a 
Sept. 24 date with Texas 
A&M. 

*The Pokes are burned out 
for Dec. 4 match with Texas 
Tech in Tokyo. 


TE 
LT 
LG 
Cc 
RG 
RT 
SE 
QB 
TB 
FB 
FL 
PK 


CL] 


SPRING DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


Vance Vice 
David Dick 
Jason Kidder 
Mike Wolfe 
Chris Stanley 
Matt Kolb 

John Boisvert 
Kim Johnson 
Scott Webb 
Brent Davis 
Byron Woodard 
Mike Wolfe 
Hart Lee Dykes 
Curtis Mayfield 
Mike Gundy 
Kenny Ford 
Barry Sanders 
Mitch Nash 
Garrett Limbrick 
Devin Jones 
Jarrod Green 
Robert Kirksey 
Cary Blanchard 


DEFENSE 


EE 
LT 
NG 
RT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
DB 
DB 


David Bailey 
Greg McCalister 
Ken Grant 
Larry Fuller 
Marcus Jones 
Brandon Colbert 
Shaw Mackey 
Jeff Patterson 
Mark Walker 
Derrick Alexander 
Mike Aboussie 
Mahcoe Moore 
Sim Drain 
Vernon Victor 
Rod Smith 
Roderick Gaines 
Melvin Gilliam 
Curtis Luper 
Chris Lowery 
Fred Gaines 
Milton Cockrell 
Jason Juhl 

Cary Blanchard 
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Big Eight Preview 


Sooner Jewelry Box to a 
If Youngsters Prove Worthy 


Barry Switzer acknowledged the 
appearance with a smile. 

“Eddie Murphy,” Switzer said to a 
contingent of Big Eight Skywriters. 

The young man to whom Switzer 
referred wore a maroon and yold 
University of Southern California 
sweatsuit and a USC baseball cap. 
And he did look a little like Murphy, 
in the face, anyway. 

But he was a bit too stocky. 

“Jamelle Holieway,” Mike Treps, 
Oklahoma’s sports information direc- 
tor, announced for the benefit of those 
who didn’t recognize the OU quar- 
terback. 

Holieway, a sophomore at the time, 
was surrounded by the writers. 

He settled into a chair and held 
their attention for the next half hour, 
sliding through questions like so 
many frustrated tacklers. Even the ar- 
rival of the always quotable Brian 
Bosworth didn’t make a significant 
dent in Holieway’s audience. 

“We're all characters here?’ said 
Holieway, who had just turned 19. 

Around his neck were three braid- 
ed, gold chains — the pendants in- 
cluded his jersey number, 4, with a 
diamond inset; a gold script “I Love 
California” and a “John 3:16” around 
a gold cross. He wore two earrings in 
his left ear lobe, one a Playboy bunny 
head, the other a small diamond. 

Holieway, who's from Carson, 
Calif., conceded that by Oklahoma 
standards, “I’m a character. But in 
California, this is normal.” 

One piece of jewelry Holieway 
wore, however, was unique to Oklaho- 
ma. The ring on the middle finger of 
his right hand, with a diamond- 
studded No. 1, didn’t come from 
California. It signified the mythical 
national championship the Sooners 
won in 1985, when Holieway was a 


Cornerback Lonnie Finch is 
Oklahoma's No. | defensive 
back after three senior 
starters left. 


freshman. 
And no one had more right to wear 


such a ring than Holieway. In fact, if 


he hadn't taken control of Oklahoma’s 
wishbone offense, the Sooners might 
not have been wearing championship 
rings. 

You probably know the story by 
now. 
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When Troy Aikman went down 
with a broken ankle in the second 
quarter of a 27-14 loss to Miami, 
Holieway stepped in and led Oklaho- 
ma to eight straight victories and the 
sixth national title in the school’s rich 
history. 

He was first-team All-Big Eight and 
conference Offensive Newcomer of 
the Year. But the most impressive ac- 
complishment was that national 
championship. No freshman had ever 
quarterbacked a national title team. 

There are those who argue that the 
Sooners would have won their 
school’s seventh national champion- 
ship last season — something they 
nearly accomplished under Holie- 
way’s guidance his sophomore year — 
if Holieway had been healthy for their 
Orange Bow! showdown with Miami. 

No disrespect to Charles Thomp- 
son, his talented young back-up, but 
when it comes to being a wishbone 
quarterback, Holieway is “the best 
ever to play the position,’ according 
to Switzer. 

Assuming the 5-foot-9, 180-pound 
senior is fully recovered from the 
knee injury that sidelined him at the 
end of last season, Holieway will be 
an All-American and Heisman Trophy 
candidate. 

Even though he didn’t play the full 
season, Holieway led Oklahoma in 
rushing, passing and total offense and 
was tied for second in scoring last fall. 
He ran for 860 yards and 10 touch- 
downs and completed 21 of 62 pass- 
es for 548 yards and seven TDs. 

He was nominated four times for 
Big Eight Player of the Week honors 
and named second-team All-Big 
Right. 

Holieway, who’s played in only one 
losing game as a starter since he came 
to Oklahoma, enters the season 


ranked third in school history in total 
offense, with 4,138 yards; sixth in pass- 
ing, with 1,606 yards; and ninth in 
rushing, with 2,532 vards. 

Thompson, a sophomore from 
Lawton, Okla., is solid, too, and gives 
the Sooners “two of the best quarter- 
backs to be found anywhere,” Switzer 
said. ; 

Thompson was second on the team 
in rushing last season, gaining 731 
yards on only 105 carries — an aver- 
age of nearly seven yards per carry — 
and scoring 10 touchdowns. 

Holieway is one of five starters 
returning on offense. Two are line- 
men; guard Anthony Phillips, 6-3, 
280, and center Bob Latham, 6-5, 
265. 

Phillips, a senior from Tulsa, is a 
candidate for the Outland Trophy and 
Lombardi Award, after a junior year 
in which he was first-team All-Big 
Eight, for a third consecutive time, 
and a Football News All-American. 

He’s also an excellent student, hav- 
ing earned Academic All-Big Eight 
honors three times and GTE/CoSIDA 
Academic All-American recognition 
last season. 

Latham, a senior from Claremore, 
Okla., was unanimous, first-team All- 
Big Eight a vear ago and has a chance 
to become the best center in the 
Switzer era, according to the Sooner 
coaches. 

“He plays above his abilities,” said 
Offensive Coordinator Merv Johnson. 

Phillips and Latham are particular- 


lv important to Oklahoma’s hopes of 


success this season because “I think 
it’s obvious we have to rebuild our 
offensive line?” said Switzer. 
Up-front, the Sooners lost two All- 
Americans, tight end Keith Jackson 
and guard Mark Hutson, as well as 
Jon Phillips and Greg Johnson. 
Their replacements will come from 
a group that includes tackles Gary 
Bennett, a 6-3, 272-pound senior; 
Mark VanKeirsbilck, a 6-2, 265-pound 
junior; Tre Giller, a 6-5, 270-pound 
sophomore; David Shoemaker, a 6-5, 
265-pound junior; and Zarak Peters, 
a 6-4, 240-pound sophomore; as well 
as guards Terron Manning, a 6-2, 
280-pound sophomore; and Larry 
Medice, a 6-4, 275-pound sophomore 


Senior 
halfback 
Anthony 

Stafford (25) 
has the best 


per-carry 

average 
(6.9 yards) of 
any returning 
Big Eight back. 


who, like Peters, sat out last season 
because of the NCAA's Proposition 
48. 

Bennett and Vankeirsbilck both 
were moved to tackle during the 
spring, Bennett from guard and 
VanKeirsbilck from center. Junior 
Mike Wise, 6-6, 265, is a letterman 
center. 

The Sooners also have a host of red- 
shirt freshmen in the offensive line, 
among them Brian Brauninger, 6-5, 
230; Mark Blodgett, 6-3, 275; Jerry 


David Lawrence, 6-2, 
Mitchell, 6-7, 297; and Dalton Young, 
6-1, 280. 

Duncan Parham, a 6-5, 245-pound 
senior from Seville, Fla., moves up to 
replace Jackson at tight end, with Bil- 
ly Dykes, a 6-3, 250-pound redshirt 
freshman among those competing in 
back-up roles. 

The other returning offensive start- 


270; Anthony 


ers are split end Carl Cabbiness, a 6-1, 
190-pound senior, and halfback An- 


thony Stafford, a 5-7, 175-pound 
senior. 

Cabbiness caught 10 passes for 235 
yards and three touchdowns. His 
back-up figures to be Artie Guess, a 
5-H], 175-pound sophomore who 
caught three passes for 51 yards and 
a touchdown. 

Stafford, the fastest back on the 
team with 4.4 speed in the 40-vard 
dash, has been compared to former 
Sooner All-American Greg Pruitt. He 
rushed for 583 yards and nine touch- 
downs last season, on only 84 carries. 
He also caught three passes for 66 
yards and one touchdown and led the 
team in kickoff returns, with LU for 
280 yards. 


Leon Perry, a 6-1, 225-pound 


junior, returns to play either halfback 


or fullback after redshirting last fall. 
As usual, competition for playing 
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time at running back will be intense. 
The Sooners are loaded with talent, 
though unproven in many cases. 

Fullback Rotnei Anderson, a 6-1, 
210-pound senior, started at the end 
of last season after Lydell Carr was in- 
jured. He rushed for 586 yards, aver- 
aging 6.3 yards per carry, and scored 
two touchdowns. 

Halfback Damon Stell, a 6-0, 
193-pound senior, has earned three 
letters as has Eric Mitchel, a 6-1, 
200-pound senior who's played half- 
back and quarterback. 

Among the others who could figure 
in the picture at halfback are John 
Green, a 5-10, 200-pound letterman 
senior; and highly regarded redshirt 
freshmen Rod Fisher, 6-1, 185; Ted 
Long, 5-l1, 178; and Mike Gaddis, 6-2, 
200. 

“We feel we have some real talent 
among our redshirt freshman running 
backs,” Switzer said. 


== 


Veteran 
Richard Dillon 
(41) aims to 
continue OU’s 
tradition of 
great 
linebackers. 


The offensive backfield definitely 
should be a team strength, especially 
with a healthy Holieway in charge. 

Assuming that’s the case, defense 
is more of a concern for Oklahoma. 

Only four starters return from the 
group that ranked No. | in the nation 
in total defense, scoring defense and 
pass defense last season: tackle Cur- 
tice Williams, noseguard Dante Wil- 
liams, linebacker Richard Dillon and 
cornerback Lonnie Finch. 

Still, “we have some folks who have 
played before and contributed in a 
quality way,” said Defensive Coordi- 
nator Gary Gibbs. “We probably have 
more we can Count on now than we 
did in 1984, when we were faced with 
a similar situation.” 

Curtice Williams a 6-3, 270-pound 
senior, made 54 tackles last season, 
including four for 13 yards in losses. 

Dante Williams, a 6-2, 260-pound 
junior, was credited with 37 tackles to 


earn second-team All-Big Eight 
recognition, despite missing the sea- 
son opener with a pulled hamstring. 

Curtice Williams, from Pine Bluff, 
Ark., and Dante Williams, from 
Gainesville, Tex., aren’t related. 

Dillon, a 6-0, 215-pound senior 
from Ringling, Okla., is an outstand- 
ing linebacker who's been over- 
shadowed in the past. He was second 
on the team in tackles last season, 
with 60, even though he was forced 
to miss four games because of a knee 
injury, 

Dillon, an English major, was first- 
team Academic All-Big Eight. 

Finch, a 6-3, 188-pound senior, is 
in his third season of starting, 
although he had problems with inju- 
ries as a freshman and sophomore. 

Scott Garl, the other cornerback, 
also is a three-year letterman. He’s a 
6-1, 200-pound senior from Hominy, 
Okla. 

The remainder of the Oklahoma 
secondary, like most of the defense, 
will be new. Finch and Garl likely will 
be joined by Ken MecMichel, a 6-1, 
200-pound junior, at free safety and 
Kevin Thompson, a 5-11, 187-pound 
junior, at strong safety, with Tony 
Prince, a 6-2, 195-pound sophomore, 
backing them up. 

The task of replacing defensive 
ends Darrell Reed and Troy Johnson 
will fall on the shoulders of a group 
that includes Greg Dixon, a 6-2, 
225-pound junior; Adrian Cooper, a 
6-6, 230-pound sophomore; Wayne 
Dickson, a 6-4, 207-pound junior; 
and James Goode, a 6-4, 220-pound 
sophomore who could be the best of 
them all. 

Goode, who's from Houston, 
missed last season because of a knee 
injury. 

Freshman redshirts could play a 
key role at defensive end, too. Among 
those getting a look are 6-4, 
215-pound Steve Lee from Fontana, 
Calif, and 6-5, 230-pound Proctor 
Land from Fairfax, Va. 

The interior line, a strength with 
Curtice and Dante Williams, figures 
to be filled out with part-time start- 
ers Scott Evans, a 6-3, 240-pound 
sophomore, and Tony Woods, a 6-5, 
270-pound, three-year letterman 
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senior, as well as Tom Backes, a 6-5, 
240-pound sophomore, and Marcus 
Lowe, a 6-2, 240-pound sophomore. 

Stacey Dillard, a 6-7, 275-pound 
tackle from Clarksville, Tex., is one of 
several talented redshirt freshmen 
who could help in the defensive line. 
Among the others are Tyrone Rodg- 
ers, 6-5, 245 pounds, from Carson, 
Calif., and Nate Williams, 6-3, 250, 
from Houston. 

Linebacker, like the secondary and 
the defensive end positions, is a ques- 
tion going into the season. Among the 
top candidates to join Dillon are Kert 
Kasper, a 6-3, 238-pound senior; 
Chris Wilson, a 6-3, 220-pound red- 
shirt freshman; and Frank Blevins, a 
6-4, 220-pound sophomore. Again, 
redshirt freshmen could be a key. 

Senior Todd Thomsen returns to 
handle the punting and kickoffs, and 
sophomore R.D. Lashar is back to do 
the placekicking. Lashar was success- 
ful on 10 of 15 field goal attempts and 
59 of 63 extra-point kicks last season. 

His longest field goal was 53 yards, 
and he had others of 48 and 46 yards. 

Thomsen averaged 38.4 yards per 
punt on 34 punts. 

The Sooners, like rival Nebraska, 
reload. They don’t rebuild. 

“I don’t believe in rebuilding,” 
Offensive Coordinator Jim Donnan 
said. “In a program like Oklahoma’s, 
you will always have excellent people 
waiting in line.” 

Oklahoma may make some adjust- 
ments to compensate for graduation 
losses. Offensively, for example, Don- 
nan worked on an improved passing 
game during spring practice. “We'll 
try to establish a short, controlled 
passing game. We have to be more 
than one-dimensional, and we believe 
we have the athletes, particularly in 
our backs, who have the ability to do 
that,” he said. 

Holieway, more than anyone, has 
that ability. He’s one dimension Ok- 
lahoma can’t very well do without if 
it’s to win a fifth consecutive Big 
Eight championship and take another 
trip to Miami for the Orange Bowl on 
New Year’s Day. That’s becoming old 
hat in Norman. But it never gets 
boring. 

Ask any of the Sooners. 


Light Grey: returning storter 
Dark Grey: returning All-Big 8 
Black: returning All-American 


1987 RECORD (11-1) 


North Texas State 
North Carolina 
Tulsa 

lowa State 
Texas 

Kansas State 
Colorado 
Kansas 
Oklahoma State 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
Miami, Fla. 


THE EXTREMES 


Oklahoma will go 12-0 if. . . 
*Holieway returns to 
full-speed. 

*The young defenders de- 
velop as expected. 


Oklahoma will go 9-3 if. . . 
*The Sooners get off to a 
slow start. 

«The defense has unexpect- 
ed problems. 
elnjuries plague the quarter- 
back spot. 


SPRING DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

TE Duncan Parham 
Billy Dykes 

LT = Mark VankKeirsbilck 
Tre Giller 

LG Terron Manning 
Larry Medice 

C Bob Latham 
Mike Wise 

RG Anthony Phillips 
Larry Medice 


RT Gary Bennett 
David Shoemaker 
Harold Jones 

SE Carl Cabbiness 
Arthur Guess 

QB Jamelle Holieway 
Charles Thompson 

LHB Anthony Stafford 
Rod Fisher 
Ted Long 

RHB Eric Mitchel 
Damon Stell 
Mike Gaddis 

FB Leon Perry 


Rotnei Anderson 
PKR. D. Lashar 


DEFENSE 


LE Adrian Cooper 
Proctor Land 

LT Curtice Williams 

Stacey Dillard 

Dante Williams 

Darrell Kirby 

RT Scott Evans 
Tom Backes 

RE James Goode 
Tracy Gordon 

WLB Richard Dillon 

Chris Wilson 

Steve Lee 

Kert Kaspar 

Frank Blevins 

LC Lonnie Finch 
Jerry Parks 

FS Kevin Thompson 
Cedric Davenport 

SS Ken McMichel 

Lance Swanson 

Scott Garl 

Chris Melson 

P Todd Thomsen 


NG 


SLB 


-5 245 sr. 
-3 250 fr. 
-2 265 jr. 
-5 270 so 
-2 280 so. 
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All-Big Eight? 


BECAUSE OF YOUNG RETURNING TALENT AND THE LOSS 
OF STAR SENIORS FROM 1987, PICKING A PRESEASON 
ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM IS SOMETHING LESS THAN SCIENTIFIC, 


The stars fell from the sky, 

When the 1987 football season 
ended, so did a lot of stellar Big Eight 
careers. Gone are Oklahoma's five All- 
Americans, half the All-Big Eight 
offense and all but one on defense. 

Carl Sagan, TV scientologist, might 
have called it the Black Hole effect. 
Old stars like Oklahoma State’s Thur- 
man Thomas, OU’s Keith Jackson 
plus the Sooner quartet of defensive 
demons, Nebraska's John McCormick 
and Neil Smith, and even Colorado's 
high-altitude punter Barry Helton 
vanished and left a void. 

So, which stars will burn brightest 
in ’88? That's tough to call. But count 
on two things; the Big Reds will loos- 
en their All-Big Eight stranglehold, 
and a lot of talented players will go 
unhonored, 

Here’s why. First, both Oklahoma 
and Nebraska lost some great seniors 
who've got to be replaced by talent- 
ed youngsters. Add the fact that teams 
like OSU, Missouri and Colorado 
return mini-stars from last year, and 
it’s easy to see them muscling in on 
the plaque and certificate business. 
Still, many studs will settle for just a 
warm handshake because several po- 
sitions in the Big Eight (quarterback, 
center, receiver, cornerback, running 
back) are top-heavy with talent. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACK 

At this position, the Big Eight 
boasts as many overpowering leaders 
as the Soviets. Just guess how many 
option quarterbacks have won All- 
American since Emory Bellard 
dressed up the wishbone T. There's 
been just three: OU’s Jack Mildren in 


1975, Texas’ Marty Akins of 1975 and 
1987’s Taylor in Huskerland. But look 
behind him. If Oklahoma can put 
Humpty Dumpty back together 
again, the Sooners have two-time All- 


Big Eight Jamelle Holieway. And if 


they can’t, you’ll see speedy Charles 
Thompson, who had the skill to beat 
Nebraska and rush for 731 yards, 72 
more than the gifted Taylor. There's 
more — Mike Gundy was the best Big 
Eight quarterback in the NCAA’s 
statistical eyes because he was the 
highest rated (passing efficiency, that 
is) QB who met the minimum re- 
quirement of 15 passes per game. 

So, any from that quartet have the 
talent to win All-Big Eight, possibly 
All-American, Taylor, of course, has 
the best run-pass pedigree. Holieway 
averaged 95.6 yards rushing per game 
last year and could have hit the 
1,000-yard mark if he hadn’t missed 
the last two games. Although hitting 
only 34 percent of his aerials, Holie- 
way’s passing efficiency rating was ac- 
tually higher than Taylor’s, who hit 46 
percent with 902 yards and 13 TDs. 
Thompson may be as good as Holie- 
way. To win first-team All-Big Eight, 
Gundy can only hope that Holieway 
and Taylor scat after 1988, 

Like Holieway last year, Taylor 
enters the fall with media-hype 
momentum and talent to burn, And 
the feeling here is that it would be a 
joy to see the option-feedin’,, beef- 
eatin’ Big Eight land one, if not two, 
running quarterbacks on All- 
American teams and put the pass- 
happy coastal QBs to shame (remem- 
ber, all the top throwers seem to be 
near large bodies of water). It’s 
possible. 


First Team Quarterback: Steve Tay- 
lor, Nebraska. Second Team: Oklaho- 
ma’s quarterback — whoever’s 


healthy. 


RUNNING BACKS 

With long-standing studs like Tho- 
mas of OSU and Nebraska's Keith 
Jones (the league’s two top rushers 
last year) out of eligibility, picking all- 
stars at this spot degenerates into 
eenie-meenie-meinie-moe, Do you 
pick by most yards returning? By 
potential? Yards-per-carry average? 
TDs? 

Let’s try warped logic. 

Like at quarterback, the Big Eight 
has a high concentration of “good” 
backs, any of whom could be all- 
league. Brutish Joe Henderson of 
Iowa State returns after rushing for 
1,232 yards and being flipped an All- 
Big Eight fish by the Associated Press. 
But he needed 262 carries to grind 
out those yards, That’s an average of 
24 totes a game (barely getting 4.7 
yards a carry). Some grandmothers 
could get 1,000 yards on 24 carries a 
game. Plus, he only scored five TDs, 
and, shoot, Nebraska had a third-team 
I-back with five TDs. 

So, Joe’s good, but not any more so 
than Barry “Colonel” Sanders of Ok- 
lahoma State. The small, but tough 
Sanders was named second-team All- 
American by AP after Notre Dame's 
Tim Brown made “return specialist” 
a socially acceptable status. Sanders 
led the nation in punt and kickoff 
returns, but that’s no guarantee of 
1988 success unless the opposing spe- 
cial team slugs he outraced last fall 
come back. Nebraska’s Rod Smith 
(1986 NCAA punt return champ) 
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___ All Big Eight? 


Some of the biggest names in the Big Eight play one position: 
quarterback. Colorado's Sal Aunese (top left) and Mike Gundy 
(top right) of Oklahoma State are young enough to win all-star 
honors next year, but it'll be Jamelle Holieway (bottom left) 
of OU and Nebraska's Steve Taylor (bottom right) who 
dominate the league in '88. 


learned quickly last year that foes get 
the heebie-jeebies when they see 
“return specialists” and try to stop 
them at all costs. 

Also impressive are senior halfback 
Anthony Stafford of OU (with 583 
yards and a 6.9 yards-per-carry aver- 
age, the gaudiest of this year’s backs), 


junior Tommy Stowers of Mizzou (707 
yards), senior Arnold Snell of KU (691 
yards) and Husker senior Tyreese 
Knox (428 yards as Jones’ backup). 
Plus, Colorado has a trio of sharp 
runners. 

The thought here is to go with 
speed, but don’t bet the house on this. 


First Team Running Backs: Barry 
Sanders of Oklahoma State and An- 
thony Stafford of Oklahoma. Second 
Team: Joe Henderson of Iowa State 
and Tommy Stowers of Missouri. 


RECEIVERS 

Three players return who’ve won 
All-Big Eight honors at some point, 
but there’s a no-namer who’s better 
than two of ’em. Pencil in Hart Lee 
Dykes of Pokesville — he’s an All- 
American. Dennis Ross of ISU was 
named All-Big Eight in 1987 while 
catching 53 passes, and Willie Vaughn 
of Kansas was all-league in ’86 when 
he snared 43 tosses. That year his 
longest reception was 25 yards, but in 
1987 he averaged 26 yards a catch and 
still didn’t make All-Big Eight. 
Strange as that was, we see more 
strangeness in ’88. Look out for 
Nebraska wingback Dana Brinson 
(perhaps the fastest feet in the Big 
Eight), who's plugged into “receivers” 
even though he’s more of an “all- 
purpose” back. For two years, he’s 
averaged almost 100 all-purpose yards 
per game. Look for him and OU’s 
Stafford to challenge Sanders of O- 
State as the league’s best in that 
category. Even though Brinson will be 
lucky to catch 20 passes in Nebras- 
ka’s system (he’s had 13 each of the 
last two years), he may be as danger- 
ous as Dykes, or moreso. 

We like a Mutt and Jeff combo at 
this position. 

First Team Receivers: 6-foot-4 Hart 
Lee Dykes of Oklahoma State and 5-9 
Dana Brinson of Nebraska. Second 
Team: Willie Vaughn of Kansas and 
Dennis Ross of Iowa State. 


TIGHT END 

Despite some respectable talent 
around the league, it should be a two- 
man race here. Nebraska senior Todd 
Millikan has been a part-time starter 
for two years and has the size, speed, 
hands and consistency to run away 
with the All-Big Eight title. He’s aver- 
aged over 20 yards a catch both in 
1986 and ’87. He'll have to squash his 
injury bug, though. If Millikan sits out 
a lot, sophomore Tim Bruton of Mis- 
souri has gotten rave reviews out of 
Columbia and could nip him. 
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Baker of Kansas return after fine sea- 
sons, and both caught almost twice as 
many passes as Millikan and Bruton 
(13 each). Baker actually led KU with 
27 receptions, with five catches 
against both OU and Nebraska. 

Still, they’re not in the same league. 

First Team Tight End: Todd Millikan 
of Nebraska. Second Team: Tim Bru- 
ton of Missouri. 


CENTER 

Talk about power! Every starting 
center in the Big Eight returns for 
1988. That doesn’t mean they’re all 
good. Some weren't worth a hoot last 
season, and they'll just be 21-year-old 
Bozos this fall instead of 20-year-old 
Bozos. But some were quite good. 
Some were fantastic. 

Erik Norgard of Colorado and Cur- 
tis Wilson of Missouri fall under the 
“‘good-but-not-good-enough”’ 
category. They've got “honorable 
mention” written all over them. It’s 
Bob Latham of Oklahoma and 
Husker Jake Young at the top, which 
should be a classic battle, not unlike 
the Holieway-Taylor media compari- 
sons of 1987, for all-star honors at the 
conference and national levels. 
Should either team play for No. 1 on 
New Year’s Day, their centers will 
have had a big part in that success. 

As per the Holieway-Taylor race of 
1987, Latham (as the reigning All-Big 
Eight first teamer) should start the fall 
with a media-hype and momentum 
edge. But not much. 

First Team Center: Bob Latham of 
Oklahoma. Second Team: Jake Young 
of Nebraska. 


TACKLES 

The Big Eight lost all but one of its 
heavyweights (literally) from 1987. 
Behemoths like Greg Johnson and 
Jon Phillips (OU), Keven Lightner 
(NU) and Pat Ryan (CU) dominated 
the “all” lists for several years, and 
only Bob Sledge of Nebraska returns 
with an honored resume: honorable 
mention All-Big Eight and All- 
American last fall. 

So, Sledge should have a lock on 
one preseason slot, but the other side 
is wide open. It could be Missouri’s 
Carl Bax (who’s played every position 
in the offensive line), or O-State mon- 


sters Jason Kidder and Byron Woo- 
dard (a 300-pounder), or NU’s young 
Doug Glaser. 

We see Nebraska sneaking back 
toward its stout offensive line tradition 
of the early ’80s. 

First Team Tackles: Bob Sledge of 
Nebraska and Carl Bax of Missouri. 
Second Team: Jason Kidder of Okla- 
homa State and Doug Glaser of 
Nebraska. 


GUARDS 

Probably no position on the presea- 
son All-Big Eight team has as 
dominant a figure as guard. Senior 
Anthony Phillips of Oklahoma was 
All-American in 1986 and has won 
All-Big Eight for three years. But 
there’s not another guard in the 
league who got so much as honora- 
ble mention last year, Nebraska’s 
Andy Keeler will be a two-year start- 
er and was picked by teammates as 
the 1988 NU Lifter of the Year. Plus, 
the Buffs have a pair of stout guards 
who might challenge Keeler for what 
Phillips leaves behind. Colorado's Joe 
Garten (a sophomore) and Darrin 
Mullenburg (a junior) are good. But 
not good enough in 88. 

First Team Guards: Anthony Phil- 
lips of Oklahoma and Andy Keeler of 
Nebraska. Second Team: Joe Garten 
and Darrin Mullenburg of Colorado. 


KICKER 

If you consider this a “position,” 
then Jeff Shudak of Iowa State may 
dominate here as Phillips does at 
guard. This school-record setter 
kicked 20 field goals. Because ISU 
scores so few TDs and must kick field 
goals, he has All-American potential. 
R.D. Lashar of Oklahoma and Chris 
Drennan of Nebraska are also fine 
kickers — Lashar had 10 field goals 
and Drennan didn’t miss a single PAT. 
Drennan, as a sophomore, is the old- 
est. So, it looks like a kick-scoring 
horse race for several years. Give 
Lashar a slight edge over his Big Red 
rival because OU will probably have 
more field goal opportunities in light 
of Nebraska’s fourth-down philoso- 
phy: “When in doubt, go for it.” 

First Team Kicker: Jeff Shudak of 
Iowa State. Second Team: R.D. Lashar 
of Oklahoma. 


Two of the most talented and 
deep positions in the league 
will be cornerback and 
defensive end/outside 
linebacker. MU’s Adrian Jones 
(top) is the best of the former 
and CUu’s Alfred Williams 
could be outstanding among 
the latter. 


DEFENSE 


DOWN LINEMEN 

Got any aces? Go fish! 

Big Eight down defensive stardom 
was wiped out. Nebraska and Colora- 
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do were loaded with interior people 
last year, but both lost tons of seniors. 
The only returning interior linemen 
who got even a sniff from all-star 
voters were Dante Williams of OU 
plus Steve Vandegrift and Darryl 
Darling of Mizzou. 

Williams’ competition at noseguard 
is thin. NU’s pesky Mike Murray 
should be a good player and will prob- 
ably whip 80 percent of the centers 
he faces. But his smallish frame will 
hurt him against the better 20 per- 
cent. Tom Reinhardt of Colorado was 
a 235-pound linebacker last fall, but 
he'll probably be a 245-pound 
noseguard in 1988. Like Murray, he’s 
quick (4.7 in the 40), and that helped 
him make honorable mention All-Big 
Eight in 1986 as a linebacker. Still, his 
quickness could disappear if he bulks 
up too much this summer. 

At tackle, we'll plead insanity. This 
is another position that makes pick- 
ing a 1988 preseason All-Big Eight 
team only slightly more scientific than 
voodoo. The proven performers are 
gone. First, David Bailey of OSU was 
second-team All-Big Eight last year at 
tackle, but he’s moved to strong-side 
end for the Pokes. Of the truly 
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With most of its defensive stars 
graduated, the Big Eight 
may find NU linebacker 

LeRoy Etienne (left) and CU end 

Steve Vandegrift win celebrity 

status this fall. 


“down” players, Vandegrift leads all 
returners with the most tackles for 
lost yardage. But he officially is called 
an “end” in MU’s four-man front. 
Curtice Williams of Oklahoma led 
the Sooner front wall in tackles last 
year and should be good. But so 
should part-time starter Scott Evans 
and just about anybody out of the 
Sooners’ talented defensive line hunt- 
ing party. And the same for Ray Val- 
ladao of Nebraska — even though he 
didn’t start a game last year and 
missed three weeks of spring practice 
and isn’t even listed as a probable 
starter, Arthur Walker of Colorado is 
no slouch either. 

It'll be hard to pick Bailey as a first- 
team defensive end (which he could 
be) in spite of his super talent, be- 
cause he’s never played there before, 


But he deserves something. 

So, hang on for some abracadabra 
picks. 

First Team Noseguard: Dante Wil- 
liams of Oklahoma. Second Team: 
Mike Murray of Nebraska. 

First Team Tackles: nomadic David 
Bailey of Oklahoma State (with an 
asterisk) and Steve Vandegrift of Mis- 
souri (with another asterisk). Second 
Team: Curtice Williams of Oklahoma 
and Ray Valladao of Nebraska. 


ENDS/OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 
Thank goodness it gets easier. Tho- 
mas of Nebraska will be great, and 
you can type a big -30- on the end of 
that. Next, we'll just pretend the 
above-mentioned Bailey doesn’t exist. 
Otherwise, you'd have to include him 
as a definite contender for the other 
first-team slot. Instead, we've got 
some pure breeds to review. Alfred 
Williams and Kanavis (pronounced 
cann-i-bal) McGhee of Colorado eat 
halfbacks alive. These sophomores 
have played “end” before. Then 
there’s marvelously talented Sooner 
James Goode, covered with stardust 
despite never having played a down 
of major college football. Led by Tho- 


mas, this could be the Big Eight’s 
most talented position. 

First Team End/Outside Lineback- 
ers: Broderick Thomas of Nebraska 
and Alfred Williams of Colorado. Se- 
cond Team: Kavanis McGhee of 
Colorado and James Goode of Ok- 
lahoma. 


INSIDE LINEBACKERS 

Again, the league lost oodles of 
great seniors, and again, Nebraska 
seems to lead in the “stud factor?’ 
Senior LeRoy Etienne (pronounced 
EN-yur-bakfeeld) is an overwhelming 
choice for one spot. Sim “Clogged” 
Drain of Oklahoma State should be 
outstanding if he can regain his eye- 
popping quickness of 1986 (before he 
bulked up). Michael Jones of Colora- 
do was honorable mention All-Big 
Eight last year, and his buddy Don 
DeLuzio made 141 tackles two years 
ago as a sophomore and should be 
good if he ever recovers from injuries. 

Sophomore Curtis Moore of Kan- 
sas was the Big Eight’s Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year in ’87, and he 
should make a lot of tackles again this 
fall. Plus, senior Richard “Marshall” 
Dillon of Oklahoma finally has a 
chance to get out of Dante Jones’ 
shadow. 

The envelope, please. . . 

First Team Inside Linebackers: Le- 
Roy Etienne of Nebraska and Sim 
Drain of Oklahoma State. Second 
Team: Curtis Moore of Kansas and 
Richard Dillon of Oklahoma. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 

For those who hate puns, get a barf 
bag handy. It’s safe to say all the safe- 
ties are gone, and the cornerbacks 
should corner the all-star market. 
Everyone who made first-team All- 
Big Eight last year (Rickey Dixon and 
David Vickers of OU, Mickey Pruitt 
of CU and Erik McMillan of MU) 
were safeties, and they’ve all signed 
NFL contracts. Everyone who made 
second-team All-Big Eight last year 
(Melvin Gilliam and Rod Smith of 
OSU, Charles Fryar of NU and Adri- 
an Jones of MU) play or have played 
cornerback, and they return. 

Should we just vote a straight tick- 
et and re-elect the incumbents? Let’s 


not. The league again offers a plethora 
of talented defensive backs, and we're 
banking on some upsets. Five players 
with honorable mention status return: 
Pat Ray of Mizzou, Mark Blazek of 
Huskerville, Jeff Dole of the Iowa cau- 
cus, Clint Normore of NCAA basket- 
ball champ and football chump 
Kansas, plus Erick Harper of KSU. 

Then there’s Lonnie Finch of Ok- 
lahoma and Tim Jackson of Nebras- 
ka (and possibly fellow Husker Reggie 
Cooper). 

The unsafe predictions for 1988: 

First Team Defensive Backs: Adrian 
Jones of Missouri, Charles Fryar of 
Nebraska, Clint Normore of Kansas, 
plus (multiple choice) Melvin Gilliam 
or Rod Smith of Oklahoma State. Se- 
cond Team: Lonnie Finch of Oklaho- 
ma, Jeff Dole of Iowa State, plus loser 
of Gilliam-Smith matchup, and (mul- 
tiple choice) Mark Blazek or Tim 
Jackson of Nebraska. 


Confused? 

Big Eight football in ’88 will do that 
to you. 

PUNTER 

Finally, let’s end this madness with 
the ultimate madness. The best pun- 
ter in the league will be a guy who 
was a backup last year but kicked it 
silly in practice, and the No. 2 choice 
will be a fellow who was a so-so fourth 
in the conference in ’87, but he gets 
the runner-up nod by default. For all 
you rabid puntniks, the Big Eight’s a 
wee bit off this year. 

First Team Punter: Keith English of 
Colorado. Second Team: John Kroek- 
er of Nebraska. 

(Beware: the Surgeon General 
warns that picking 1988 preseason 
All-Big Eight teams in the summer 
can lead to poor mental hygiene. For- 
tunately, the first hard frost should kill 
the germs of confusion, Until then, 
just say, “Maybe.”) 
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It’s time to scout the country and 
find the top prep football players in 
the country. It’s early you say! We've 
just finished basketball and wrestling 
recruiting and heck, the baseball 
coaches don’t complete their recruit- 
ing until sometime in June; so it won't 
be time for football recruiting, you 
scream! True, unless you are a recruit- 
ing fanatic who can’t stop thinking 
about this stuff. Come to think of it, 
you are taking time to read this 
column, so you must be interested, 
right? 

Believe me, people around the 
country are interested. Recruiting is 
a year ’round business, so there are 
many people who are already calling 
around the country asking coaches 
who the top players are. Some funny 
answers come up at this point be- 
cause college coaches have only seen 
these young prospects for a season or 
two. And you’ve got to remember 
there'll be late bloomers next fall. 
However, this writer was able to come 
up with a pretty good list of some of 
the top talent in the country. Some 
areas are more saturated than others 
with information available and, 
guaranteed, this list will be somewhat 
different when August and September 
roll around. But here’s an early list to 
get your mouth watering for next 
February. . . 


WEST 


Out West in the fertile land of 
California, two players rank in the 
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country’s top 10. Russell White has 
been one of the most sought after 
running backs since his freshman 
year. White (6-1, 190, 4.5) is already 
a legend in Encino, where he has 
rushed for 4,645 yards and 69 TDs. 
The bloodline is pretty good in the 
White family, as Russell is the nephew 
of USC Heisman Trophy winner 
Charles White, who led the NFL in 
rushing last season for the Los An- 
geles Rams. That family tie gives USC 
the lead and many feel that Russell 
will be the next great tailback for the 
men of Troy. But don’t count out 
UCLA, Notre Dame and Oklahoma. 
Another great one is Tamasi Amitu- 
anai (6-4, 290, 5.0), a defensive tack- 
le out of Vista, Calif. He’s so good, the 
pros are already looking at him. Ami- 
tuanai has dominated all opponents 
in one of the toughest regions in the 
country. The only question right now 
on Amituanai is his grades. 

Terry McDanial (6-5, 240, 4.8) of 
Pasadena, Calif., is another defensive 
tackle that has a lot of people talking. 
McDanial excells in harassing quar- 
terbacks due to his great quickness. 
Banning High School in Wilmington, 
Calif., will graduate another great 
offensive lineman this year in Bobby 
Whitfield (6-6, 255, 5.0). Banning al- 
ways produces great talent and Whit- 
field is one of the best line prospects 
out of there in a long time, and his 3.8 
GPA looks nice, too. You will get an 
argument out of the folks in Anaheim, 
Calif., as to who is the best running 
back out West: White or their favorite, 


Derrick Brown (5-11, 185, 4.4). When 
the two went head-to-head, Brown 
won the individual battle by rushing 
for 230 yards. On the year Brown 
rushed for 1,400 yards. The top quar- 
terback in California is Perry Klein 
(6-3, 180, 4.7), who is transferring 
from Pacific Palisades to Carson. 
That’s sure to cause some controversy 
since Carson has one of the top pro- 
grams in the country every year due 
to what many people feel are illegal 
recruiting practices. Carson will put 
up a fight for him, though, since he 
threw for 3,900 yards a year ago. Klein 
will have one of the top offensive line- 
men in the country blocking for him 
in Morris Unutoa (6-4, 240, 4.8). A 
great pulling guard who is quick 
enough to get on safeties. Carson 
High sent seven players to Division I 
schools a year ago and many feel they 
will send that many again. Sebastian 
Glaze (6-2, 220, 4.7) of Granada Hills, 
Calif., is the best LB prospect in the 
state. Jim Klein (6-3, 197, 4.6) of Los 
Angeles Loyola High is the son of 
former USC All-American Bob Klein. 
Many feel Jim has the same kind of 
ability. When talking about top 
prospects in California, you can’t 
leave out LB Matt Butkus (6-3, 225, 
4.7), son of former Chicago Bear great 
Dick Butkus. 

In Tucson, Ariz., people are raving 
about scatback Michael Bates (5-11, 
185, 4.4). A touchdown waiting to 
happen, Bates ran a 10.3-100 meters, 
good enough for the second fastest 
time in the United States for his age 
group. In Picoria, Ariz., scouts love 
the size and ability of OL Eric Ipock. 
At 6-5, 300 pounds, this mountain is 
ready to play college ball right now. 
The state of Washington houses two 
of the nation’s best in Yakoma LB 
Kyle Foye (6-2, 215, 4.7) and 
Spokane’s Dinny Hansan (6-6, 240, 
4.9), a defensive lineman from Goza- 
ka Prep. Foye was in on 83 unassist- 
ed tackles a year and has been an 
all-stater since his sophomore year. 


THE MIDLANDS 


In the Midlands a lot of attention 
will be given to Lawton, Okla., where 


one of the top running backs in the 
country lives. Bewell Brewer (5-10, 
180, 4.4) has been a legend in the 
Sooner state since he was a sopho- 
more. All he did a year ago was lead 
the Wolverines to the state title while 
rushing for 1,700 yards despite an in- 
jured ankle. Reportedly, Brewer has 
been a Sooner fan all his life, but don’t 
count out the Cowboys, Huskers and 
Irish in this chase. Another great run- 
ning back will come from Del City, 
Okla., in the person of Lamel Fore- 
man (5-11, 175, 4.5), Foreman showed 
enough brilliance to also draw atten- 
tion nationwide. Oklahoma City Mil- 
wood’s Joe Mickey (6-2, 230, 4.7) is 
one of the top tight ends in the 
country. 

Omaha Creighton Prep has turned 
out another great one in the state of 
Nebraska in defensive lineman Junior 
Bryant. At 6-5, 261 pounds, Bryant 
can run a 4.8, 40, and is unstoppable 
at the line of scrimmage. At Millard 
South, Scott Beran (6-0, 165, 4.5) will 
receive a lot of attention as a QB. D.J. 
Rezac (6-1, 213, 4.7) of Omaha West- 
side is the top LB in the Cornhusker 
state and David Noonan (6-4, 245, 5.1) 
of Lincoln Northwest is the younger 
brother of former Husker great Dan- 
ny and a top notch center/DT 
prospect. 

Everyone draws the same conclu- 
sion about Denver, Colo., native 
Vance Ross: he is one of the most ex- 
plosive players in the country. At 5-9, 
160 pounds, Ross can fly and usually 
draws double coverage. In Boulder, 
Colo’s Joe Barry (6-2, 215, 4.6), 
you have one of the nation’s best in- 
side backers. Look out for a couple of 
running backs in Bernie Leggett from 
Colorado Springs and James Hill from 
Widefield, Colo. Kansas City Rock- 
hurst has another great prospect in 
DB Rob Gamble (5-ll, 175, 4.5). 
Rockhurst will turn out some of the 
nation’s best every year. RB Corey 
Brown (5-ll, 175, 4.5) of St. Louis 
Sumpter has drawn the attention of 
the nation. Missouri sports two of the 
top offensive linemen in the country 
in Mike Bedoski (6-6, 265) of Jeffer- 
son City, and Tony Williams (6-6, 275) 
of River View Gardens. 

Another top-five running back lives 


in Tabb, Vir. He’s Terry Kirby (6-3, 
215, 4.5), an all-world back who is be- 
ing compared to everyone from Mar- 
cus Dupree to Earl Campbell. In four 
playoff games last year, Kirby rushed 
for 1,162 yards in leading Tabb to a 
state title. He has 5,282 career yards 
at eight yards a clip and 74 career 
touchdowns. His junior year alone, 
Kirby rushed 2,867 yards at nine yards 
a pop and 43 TDs. Heck, if Kirby 
doesn’t make it in football, he can go 
play basketball where he is a two-time 
all-state selection with 1,557 career 
points. The thought is that this future 
Heisman Trophy candidate will stay 
close to home and definitely play for 
an I-formation team. 

Believe it or not, Tabb, Vir., has a 
defensive tackle that means as much 
to their defense as Kirby does to their 
offense. Chris Slade (6-5, 220, 4.65) 
is another that everyone in the coun- 
try will want. 

Toledo, Ohio sports one of the top 
DBs in the country in Myron Bell 
(6-2, 200, 4.6), a pure strong safety 
type who is one of the top hitters in 
the country. Duke Tobin (6-1, 175, 4.7) 
is one of the top QBs in the country 
from Arlington Heights, Il]. Duke 
should understand the game; his dad 
coaches for the Chicago Bears. Mo- 
tor City LB Lewis Lowe (6-3, 240) is 
the best LB in Michigan. A madman 
on defense, Lowe couldn't be neutral- 
ized. He accounted for 91 tackles and 
six sacks. The top option QB in the 
country just might be Jason Olejnic- 
zak (6-0, 190, 4.4) of DeCorah, Iowa. 
Olejniczak has led his team to a 20-1 
record the last two years. 


SOUTHWEST 


The top player in the country just 
might play in a small Texas town 
called Cuero. While most of us may 
never see Cuero, you can bet every 
college football recruiter in the coun- 
try knows the exact route to the tiny 
town with the big-time running back. 
When it’s all said and done, Robert 
Strait (6-2, 220, 4.6) may be the all- 
time leading prep rusher. A starter 
since his freshman year, Strait has 
rushed for 6,983 yards, 103 TDs and 


Cuero has only lost five games since 
the Earl Campbell clone has been on 
campus. After a junior year in which 
Strait rushed for 3,515 yards and 52 
touchdowns, many were saying Strait 
was the best prospect to come out of 
Texas in 10 years. 

Already the recruiting war has 
started with Strait coming out public- 
ly and saying that Oklahoma has been 
his favorite since the seventh grade; 
that a trip to Norman was his way out 
of poverty, Texas fans started putting 
pressure on their coaching staff a year 
ago, telling Longhorn Head Coach 
David MeWilliams that the Horns had 
to sign Strait or else. Since UT will 
have the tailback slot open, you got 
to believe that the Cuero star will take 
a serious look at the Horns. Most ex- 
perts believe that Strait would be a 
much better J-formation tailback any- 
way. However, Strait has that life-long 
dream to be a Sooner. Without a 
doubt, he can name his own school. 

Texas puts out more than one back 
every year with star status written all 
over him. Springtown’s Todd Wage- 
man (6-0, 185, 4.5) rushed for 1,897 
yards a year ago and is bigger and 
stronger this year. Corpus Christi 
Carroll’s Tiandre Sanders (6-0, 195, 
4.4) is rated high nationally. At quar- 
terback, J.J. Joe (5-l1, 170, 4.6) may 
be one of the best option QBs in the 
country. Reggie Perry (6-1, 195, 4.7) 
of Denison is versatile enough to fit 
into an option or passing scheme, plus 
he has already scored a 1000 on his 
SAT. Lance Landry (6-1, 170, 4.6) of 
Port Arthur Jefferson passed for 2,400 
yards a year ago to draw national at- 
tention. Dallas Carter High has two 
All-American players in LB Jesse 
Armstread (6-3, 202, 4.55), who was 
the Parade Magazine Sophomore of 
the Year, and Derrick Evans (6-3, 195, 
4.4), a strong safety with a lineback- 
er’s mentality. Texas always has a line- 
man or two that everybody wants. 
John Karkoska (6-3, 240, 5.0) of Al- 
dine and Earl Dotson (6-5, 275, 5.0) 
of Beaumont West Brook are the 
headliners in the offensive line. Shan- 
non Nevodomski (6-3, 265, 4.9) of 
Humble is the best in the DL. Deer 
Park’s Tony Venetoulias is a highly 
regarded kicker. 
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Down South two running backs 
grab the headlines: Darrell Williams 
(5-H, 185, 4.5) of Mobile, Ala., and 
Eric Geter (6-2, 185, 4.55) of Newnan, 
Ga. Williams rushed for 1,776 yards 
and 25 TDs in 13 games, while Geter 
is the type of athlete that will be an 
All-American on offense or defense. 
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Recruiting by Regions 


Eric Turrel (6-1, 180, 4.5) of Tallahas- 
see Godby may be the top utility play- 
er in the country. Florida is loaded 
with great linebackers. Richard 
McKenzie (6-4, 220, 4.5) out of 
Lauderdale has all-world ability, as 
well as Jimmy Wimberley (6-3, 230, 
4.6) of Jacksonville. Tullahoma, Tenn. 
feels that Antonio London (6-4, 205, 
4.55) is the best LB prospect in the 
country. Baton Rouge, La. has a prize 
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QB prospect in Chad Lop (6-2, 198, 
4.7), while Chuckie Burnette (6-1, 
175, 4.7) of Burlington, N.C. threw for 
over 1,600 yards a year ago. Up front 
Lee Brown (6-4, 310) of Louisville, 
Miss., has 5.3 speed to go along with 
that big frame, while folks in Cumber- 
land, Kty., love big Norman Williams 
(6-6, 280). Sterling Palmer (6-7, 240, 
4.9) of Fort Lauderdale may be the 
best in the South in the DL. DL Dan 
Rodgers (6-3, 250, 4.9) of Duncan, 
S.C., is the best player in that state. 
Florida always produces great 
receivers and Horace Copeland (6-4, 
185, 4.5) of Orlando heads the list this 
year. Matt Frier (5-11, 172, 4.5) of Live 
Oak, Fla., and Andre Booker (6-3, 
185, 4.5) of Sarasota, are rated just as 
high. 


EAST 


Back East, running back Rudy Har- 
ris (6-2, 217, 4.6) of Brockton, Mass., 
can make an argument for top-five 
status nationwide. Three great LB 
prospects come from the East in Mike 
Booth (6-2, 205, 4.7) of Brashear, Pa., 
Reggie Terry (6-2, 226, 4.7) of Hem- 
stead, NY., and Arthur Bussey (6-4, 
225, 4.7) of Camden, N.J. Brian For- 
tay (6-3, 205, 4.7) of East Brunswick, 
N.J. could be the best QB in the East. 
Jody Dickerson (6-1, 180, 4.7) of 
McKes-Rox, Pa., threw for 1,644 yards 
and 15 TDs a year ago to stay in con- 
tention for that title. The East’s best 
OL may be Sean Bowman (6-2, 255) 
of Jamestown, N.Y., while Alonzo 
Spellman (6-5, 250, 4.7) of Mount 
Holly, N.J. has everyone’s attention on 
the defensive side of the line. Cherry 
Hill, N.J. sports one of the top tight 
ends in the country in Ted Page. 


Remember, this is a very early list 
of some of the top players in the coun- 
try. Without question, these players 
are great. But after school opens next 
fall you will see some new names on 
national lists, and some of these will 
drop off. At least for now, all you 
recruiting fanatics have something to 
talk about. We'll leave you with this 
thought — it’s a great year for run- 
ning backs. 
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Jerry List remains the top pass- 
catching tight end in Nebraska histo- 
ry, and during his 1970-72 career, he 
made 64 receptions and, of course, 
played in the historic OU-NU battle 
for No. 1. 

Today, he works in Lincoln for 
FirsTier bank in its brokerage subsidi- 
ary. He and wife Susie have three chil- 
dren: Matt (age 19), Tracy (18) and 
Gregg (Il). 

List was a junior in the Game of the 
Century and recalls that the 1972 
rematch loss to OU was “extremely 
difficult.” From the few losses and 
many victories he experienced in ath- 
letics, List says he’s learned some 
valuable lessons, which became even 
more valuable when he was diag- 
nosed with multiple-sclerosis, now in 
remission. 

“You never give up in athletics,” 
List says. “Against Oklahoma, we 
never felt we could lose. The one 
thing that stands out from the Okla- 
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homa game in ’71 was our mental 
preparation. During that last drive, we 
were so geared to not making mental 
mistakes. There was a tremendous 
amount of mental discipline and con- 
centration, to the point of being 
stressful and exhausting. 
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“But athletics taught me keep af- 
ter it. With the MS, I'd have trouble 
getting up sometimes, and I'd keep 
saying to myself, ‘I can do it. I can get 
up’ The little things like tying shoes 
that used to be so easy gave me trou- 
ble, and that makes you re-evaluate 
your life. 

“Today, I get around and pretty 
much do what I want to do.” 

Right out of college, List made a 
brief stab at professional football 
when he tried out for the Oakland 
Raiders, making it into some presea- 
son games before being traded to 
New England where he was released. 
Since then, he’s grown into a long 
career with FirsTier. 

“One of the fondest memories I 
have from playing for Nebraska was 
actually in 1972)’ says List. ‘“We 
played Army at West Point, and I real- 
ly enjoyed seeing the history and the 
tradition of that area. We won some- 
thing like, 77-7. Looking back, I 
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honestly feel like the talent on the ’72 
team was as good if not better than 
it was in ’7]. That’s one reason why 
I think losing to Oklahoma the next 
year was so difficult, but that doesn’t 
seem nearly so important now. Your 
health, your family. Those are areas 
of your life where winning is the most 
important.” 

With Steve Taylor homing in on 
several Nebraska records this fall, it’s 
an appropriate time to check on the 
fellow who holds most of the marks 
Taylor is assaulting. That would be 
Turner Gill. 

Today, Gill plays baseball in Wil- 
liamsport, Penn., home of the 
Cleveland Indians AA farm club and 
where the former Husker quarter- 
back appears ready to make his major 
league move. 

According to Indians’ Director of 
Player Development Dan O’Dowd, 
Gill is hitting a nifty .276, which is en- 
couraging because, “the only knock 


Turner Gill 


against Turner so far has been his 
hitting. , 
“Otherwise,” says O’ Dowd, ““Turn- 
er has got what it takes. He’s a versa- 
tile athlete and just a winner in 


general, which is one of his biggest as- 
sets — he brings a winning attitude 
to the dugout.” 

After Gill suffered a head injury 
playing Canadian football, he opted 
for baseball and signed with 
Cleveland in late 1986. He’s now the 
starting shortstop in Williamsport, 
just north of Harrisburg, Penn. 

O’ Dowd says Gill has a reasonable 
shot at making it to Cleveland soon, 
even though the Indians have brought 
up several talented infielders through 
their farm system recently. “Turner 
has potential to contribute as a utili- 
ty player — the kind of guy who can 
help you at third, short. or second 
base. Most everyone in the organiza- 
tion is tickled to death about Turner. 
He’s well liked. It’s just a matter now 
of continuing to make good contact 
at the plate and moving up. 

“Turner making it in the major 
leagues wouldn’t surprise us one 


bit.” 


A Great-Rate 


Line 


1-800-728-4242 


(when calling in Omaha, 334-4500) 


Nebraska has the Great Front Line. 


We have the GREAT-RATES, day-in and day-out. And 
now you find out what those rates are, 24-hours a day, 


everyday! Call our toll-free Great-Rate Line to get up- 
to-the-minute quotes on some of the most competitive 


interest rates around on your savings deposit. 


All deposits insured up to $100,000 per account by the PSLIC 


OCCIDENTAL NEBRASKA. 


FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK 


Preseason Annual 79 


For Your Total 
Entertainment Picture ... 
Cablevision Is All That’s Missing. 


Discover Our Difference — 
There’s Something for Everyone 
Plus Over 45 Exclusive College 
Football Games This Season on ESPN! 
Call 467-0300 NOW! 


CableVision 


MORE THAN JUST TELEVISION 
390 N. Cotner — Lincoln 


Q: How do you decide which movies 
for the team to watch on the Friday 
night before a game? I’ve always won- 
dered if there was a show of hands by 
the players or if the coaches decided. 
Have there ever been times when you 
didn’t go to movies and did something 
else instead? Gerald Kimball, Lexing- 
ton, Neb. 


A: I’m involved in the movie selec- 
tion. The biggest problem we have is 
to find one that’s suitable for guys 
who are 19, 20 or 21 years old. When 
we go to a smaller town like Manhat- 
tan or Stillwater, where there are only 
three or four movies in town, we've, 
on occasion, just opted to let them 
watch television. There’s some awful 
stuff these days. 

I’m no particular prude, but we 
don’t think it’s a good idea to send a 
football team to some rotten movie. 
We mostly pick movies that are rated 
PG or a fairly decent R, but we try 
to stay away from that for the most 
part. We look for movies that don’t 
have excessive sex or violence in 
them, and sometimes, that’s hard to 
do. 


Q: In this year’s pro draft, ESPN 
had a nice interview with Neil Smith 
and Boyd Epley, but ESPN went back 
to the old angle that Nebraska “builds” 
its players with strength training and 
comes up with overachievers, guys 
who don’t stand out in the NFL. | 
thought Epley did a good job of ex- 
plaining how weights improve our 
players, but I could tell ESPN was still 
hinting at the burnout issue. If they'd 
just look at people like Mike Rozier and 
Jimmy Williams and a lot of other 
guys, they'd see that the burnout bus- 
iness just isn’t so. Paul Haman, 
Bakersfield, Calif. 


A: It’s not true that our players get 
burned out on weights. It is true that 
some players get addicted to weights. 
We've had players kind of get irate 
when they can’t lift. 

I’ve heard the comment that our 
players are rated too high, but that’s 
kind of a two-way street. Either we're 
getting a lot of them or they (the pro 
scouts) aren't getting enough. I guess 
it would be kind of a slam to us if a 
lot of diamonds in the rough would 
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come out of Nebraska. It'd mean 
were not doing a good job of 
coaching. ; 

I’ve heard pro scouts say they 
should be careful on Nebraska play- 
ers because they don’t get much bet- 
ter. But the same is true of some high 
school players, especially players who 
have contact in spring football. It’s 
easy to get fooled by players in Texas, 
Alabama, Georgia or places where 
they have spring practice. They'll im- 
prove, but not as much. 


Q: I’ve noticed hoiv the Kickoff Clas- 
sic is going to be a night game. It seems 


to me this could be a negative for the 
Huskers because players are more 
tuned in to playing around 1:30 p.m. 
all the time. That was part of Oklaho- 
ma’s problem with Miami. OU never 
played at night and Miami had sever- 
al games, some at the end of the sea- 
son, too. What kind of problems do 
you think you'll face with the night 
kickoff and the change in time zones 
since you won't have the time to ad- 


just like you would in a bowl game? 


Fred Hascall, Omaha, Neb. 


A: That’s not the real problem. The 
two most unpredictable games of the 
year are the first game because you’re 
breaking in a lot of new players, and 
the bowl game because you’re com- 
ing off a five- to seven-week layoff. 
You’re completely out of your normal 
rhythm for the regular season. Duffy 
Daugherty used to say he always 
thought the national champion 
should be crowned at the end of the 
regular season because bowl teams 
are different teams. And there is an 
element of truth in that. I know the 
competition is more even in bowl 
games, and that accounts for a lot of 
the unpredictable things that happen. 

But the real problem is the num- 
ber of distractions and living out of a 
suitcase for 10 days to two weeks. If 
you go to Oklahoma on Friday, there’s 
no great advantage for them. But if 
you go to Norman and stay 10 days, 
that would be a distinct advantage. 
Look at the teams from the Big Ten 
and the problems they’ve had in the 
Rose Bowl. Bo Schembechler has 
only won one Rose Bowl, and that was 
when Michigan played Washington. 
When you lose to USC or UCLA 
seven or eight times, I think the 
familiarity of the surroundings has 
something to do with it. 

The Orange Bowl would be no 
problem at all if you played a North- 
ern team. But when you play a 
Southern team used to the heat and 
one that has the advantage of its own 
field, that’s worth seven to 10 points 
before the game. 


If you have questions for Coach 
Osborne, please address them to Ask 
Tom Osborne, PO. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, Neb. 68501.@ 
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Where Dreams Come True 


BEHIND A MICROPHONE IS WHERE 
KENT PAVELKA HAS LONGED TO BE. 


Some kids dream about scoring the 
winning touchdown as the clock is 
running out, or deciding the basket- 
ball game with a bull’s-eye at the fi- 
nal gun. 

Hey, that’s the nature of red- 
blooded American youths cruising 
the friendly fields of athletic strife 
across the land of the free. 

Not so for Kent Pavelka. 

Oh, he was a red-blooded Ameri- 
can boy, all right — and still has the 
scarlet of the University of Nebraska 
pounding in his veins. But he never 
hankered for heroics on the field or 
court. 

Rather, Pavelka’s make-believe, 
three and a half decades ago, was to 
tell the world about the winning 
touchdown or the beat-the-gun 
basket. 

“At a very early age, I would pre- 
tend I was a sportscaster,” says the na- 
tive of Lincoln, born in 1949, a year 
in which Nebraska U. won only four 
football games. 

Happenings in Memorial Stadium, 
on a down cycle at that time, blos- 
somed to 6-4 by the time Pavelka 


graduated from high school in 1967, 
halfway through Coach Bob 
Devaney’s Dandy Decade. And foot- 
ball fortunes were in full bloom be- 
fore the 9-3 season of 1974, the 
second year of Tom Osborne’s Fruit- 
ful Fifteen. 

That was the season Pavelka final- 
ly started to believe in the make- 
believe of his adolescence — because 
1974 was the year he became sports 
director at Omaha Radio KFAB. 

He moved into radio’s major league 
from KHUB in Fremont, Neb., where 
he served his apprenticeship. 

“I used to sit in front of the televi- 
sion set, with the sound turned down, 
and try to do play-by-play,” Pavelka 
says, rekindling the wishful yearnings 
of those kid years, 

Were they serious dreams? 

“Oh yes,’ Pavelka says without hesi- 
tation — as instantly as he now calls 
a neat NU football feat or a slick 
Husker trick in basketball. 

He is quick to dust off 30-year-old 
memories to recall his microphone 
heroes. “I grew up in Lincoln, and I 
listened to Lyell Bremser, Bob Zen- 


Pavelka 
(center) is 
joined each 
Saturday by 
color 
commentator 
Gary 
Sadlemeyer 
(right) and 
analyst 
Jack Payne. 


ner and Dick Perry. My ‘affairs’ with 
Husker football and basketball pre- 
date my broadcasting career by a long 
shot. I used to sit in the knothole sec- 
tion at Nebraska football games, and 
I watched basketball in the old 
Coliseum. It’s been a lifelong thing.” 

Knothole section? To explain to the 
moderns — are you ready for this? — 
that was the cheap-seat, wooden- 
bleacher area for kids behind the 
south end zone, before Devaney’s suc- 
cess expanded Memorial Stadium 
into its present bowl. 

Coliseum? That’s the “old barn” on 
campus, where sentiment still 
bounces off the steel-beam rafters. 
The structure, still used by some NU 
athletes, yielded varsity basketball to 
the spic-and-span Devaney Sports 
Center some 10 years ago. 

So now Pavelka dreams no more, 
but thrives on his KFAB titles of 
Operations Manager (in charge of an- 
nouncers and music programs) and 
Sports Director. 

The double-duty is time demand- 
ing, with Pavelka’s week-day routine 
starting on a two-hour, talk-music- 
news show (Omaha's most popular) at 
6 a.m. After those sessions with Walt 
Kavanagh and Don Cole, Pavelka 
opens his executive's desk until 5 p.m. 

KFAB is the network’s flagship sta- 
tion, feeding a conglomerate of radio 
stations in both sports. 

Pavelka’s Midlands fame started 
with the 1974-75 Huskers basketball 
season, when he succeeded Jack 
Payne as KFAB's cage voice. He con- 
tinues enthusiastically today. Pavelka 
was on the station’s supporting cast 
for football, starting in 1974, when 
Bremser was in his prime. 

“The first season in football, I did 
just a post-game show with an assis- 
tant coach,” he says. Pavelka then 
graduated to the regular “color com- 
mentator” before stepping into the 
play-by-play spotlight. 

Bremser, who blended football 
with his position of station manager, 
announced his pending retirement 
surprisingly in 1983, soon after NU 
walloped Penn State, 44-6, in the in- 
augural preseason Kickoff Classic. 

“He came in after the Kickoff Clas- 
sic and said that this was going to be 
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his last year?’ Pavelka says. “He was 
inferring that I'd better get ready. He 
had not really said I was going to take 
over. So I asked him?” 

Bremser’s confirmation was like ig- 
niting the fuse on a rocket as Pavelka 
soared up to his Cloud Nine. 

“I realized it was a completely 
different experience from when I did 
Fremont High games on KHUB a 
few years before,’ he recalls light- 
heartedly, “It’s one of the biggest col- 
lege football networks in the country. 
I was very fortunate to be given the 
opportunity, It’s a task that challenges 
one’s creative abilities.” 

Through the 46 years he called 
Husker football games, Bremser’s 
popular expression for an exciting de- 
velopment on the field was punctu- 
ated by such a robust statement as 
“Man, woman and child! He's going 
the distance for a touchdown!” The 
man-woman-child theme became 
Bremser’s stamp, renowned on NU 
airwaves. 

Pavelka did not conjure up a vocal 
substitute. “Whatever comes out is 
spontaneous,” he says, and about the 
closest he comes to a trademark is in 
basketball. Frequently, a shot head- 
ed for the rim stirs Pavelka’s tonsils 
with a drawn-out “It’s g-o-o-d!” 

Pavelka concedes that he might 
question a referee's call on occasion, 
but never-never second-guesses a 
coach, as do many sports analysts. 

“There’s not a sportscaster in cap- 
tivity who knows one one-hundredth 
as much as a coach,” he says. “Those 
who say they do flatter themselves.” 
That theory undoubtedly is one rea- 
son why it is easy for Pavelka to knock 
on doors at NU. 

“I’ve always had a real good rela- 
tionship with all coaches in both 
sports,” he says. That includes the late 
Joe Cipriano and basketball succes- 
sors Moe Iba and Danny Nee, and the 
connection with Osborne blankets all 
of Pavelka’s KFAB days, 

Pavelka and Osborne have present- 
ed a football pre-game show for 14 
years. “He's not a difficult interview,” 
Pavelka says. “He’s extremely articu- 
late. I put together questions ahead 
of the show because I don’t believe 
in winging it. But other angles always 


surface.” 

Four microphone pals complete 
Pavelka’s team for football: Gary Sad- 
lemeyer, Jack Payne and Al Mackie- 
wicz are at the same site, with Tom 
Johnson at home in the studio provid- 
ing nationwide football updates. John- 
son and Pavelka travel as a twosome 
in basketball. 

“Tt’s a good crew,’ Pavelka says, ap- 
preciatively. 

Crew members, though, might 
have secret reservations about Pavel- 
ka’s hijinks during a game. 

“T don’t keep my seat real well?’ he 
says. “I need to use my hands. I’m not 
conscious of what motions I’m doing 
physically. But it helps to be 
animated, 

“The people who sit next to me 
often complain they come out of a 
game with bruised arms and sweat- 
ers pulled loose. I’m not aware of it,” 
he says, with some degree of delight. 

Though football draws the most 
listeners, Pavelka has no preference 
between his hybrid football-basketball 
assignments. 

“T really enjoy both of them equal- 
ly. Each is a real challenge on the ra- 
dio. On TV, it wouldn’t be nearly as 
much fun. It’s a real challenge to tell 
the whole picture.” ; 

That packages his professional 
philosophy and obligation: “I take it 
very seriously. It’s a responsibility to 
a lot of people. 

“The Nebraska fans who tune in, 
since they can't be at the game, 
deserve to get the entire experience 
relayed, Not just where the ball is, but 
the emotion involved. After all, 
Nebraska football and basketball are 
extraordinary emotional experiences.” 

To fill that bill, Pavelka puts his 
whole being — voice and flying arms 
— into his “g-o-o-d’’ emotional 
presentations. 

Pavelka, completely happy with ra- 
dio work, has no aspirations to switch 
to television, 

“Absolutely not,” he says. “At one 
time, I thought I might. But now I 
would not want to give up the satis- 
faction I get out of creating a picture 
on radio.” Also, he says radio lets him 
retain his visible anonymity, as op- 
posed to television faces being recog- 


nized at off-air functions. 

For example, he is able to go to a 
restaurant and not be recognized. “I 
like it that way. I can go out and be 
myself.” 

Pavelka says he never has lost com- 
posure or become speechless during 
the pressure of a football game, and 
that his two most memorable games 
were in 1986. 

They were the 27-24 NU win at 
South Carolina and the 20-17 loss to 
Oklahoma in Lincoln, Each was 
decided in the final seconds, he 
recalls, and “the atmosphere in both 
stadiums was unbelievable.” 

Pavelka declines genuine forecasts 
on the 1988 Husker football team but 
looks ahead with optimism. 

“Tt’ll be a big upset if they're not 
as good as usual. They have some un- 
answered questions up front, defen- 
sively. But they've had questions 
before and always found the answers.” 

Pavelka’s athletic biography marks 
him as a member of the reserve 
basketball team and a cross-country 
runner in what he generally calls an 
“average” career at Lincoln Northeast 
High School. He matriculated at 
Nebraska and concentrated on being 
a spectator and broadcast-journalism 
major as he put muscle into his child- 
hood fantasy. 

Pavelka has a sharp observation on 
the career longevity of a play-by-play 
announcer: “Lyell Bremser called 
football for 46 years.” 

The name Pavelka, by the way, is 
Czechoslovakian, and his grand- 
mother was made famous by Willa 
Cather, the renowned author of 
Nebraska historic novels. 

Grandma, an immigrant who set- 
tled in central Nebraska, was the sub- 
ject of Cather’s book, My Antonia. 
The story concerns a young im- 
migrant’s struggle on the plains of 
Nebraska. 

My Antonia was on bookshelves 
long before a youngster in Lincoln 
started the make-believe sportscast- 
ing that set the foundation for what, 
after all, was not an impossible dream. 

Two generations later, his vocal 
sports pictures fly out over the same 
plains where Grandma Pavelka’s toils 
became famous. 
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Chuck Pool 


HUSKER COACH JOHN SANDERS PONDERS 
THE STATE OF COLLEGE BASEBALL, FROM SIGNING 
18-YEAR-OLDS TO WINNING TITLES. 


There may be no more convincing 
piece of evidence that points to just 
how successful the Nebraska baseball 
program has become under John 
Sanders than the fact that at the con- 
clusion of the 1987 major league sea- 
son, there were four of Sanders’ 
former players in the big leagues. First 
baseman Pete O’Brien of the Texas 
Rangers, and reliever Tim Burke of 
the Montreal Expos, who had previ- 
ously established themselves, were 
joined by pitcher Bob Sebra (Expos) 
and outfielder Steve Stanicek (Mil- 
waukee Brewers). 

But an even more telling stat is that 
three of those four greatly enhanced 
their professional prospects by play- 
ing for the Huskers. 

It wasn’t always the case. In the two 
decades prior to Sanders’ arrival in 
Lincoln, Nebraska produced a total of 
three players (Stan Bahnsen, Dwight 
Siebler and Ryan Kurosaki) in the 
majors and only one (Bahnsen) had a 
career of any note. 

Major league scouts now view the 
college game in a different light. With 
the rise in popularity of college base- 
ball, the level of play has increased 
and with that the level of scouts’ in- 
terest. The number of players who 
make it to the majors is an added 
benefit. 

“T can’t say this objectively, since 
I’m so deeply involved, but every time 


Nebraska senior John Lepley 
wasn't drafted out of high 
school, but he’s become a 

consistent, four-year winner for 
the Huskers. 
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we can turn out a Pete O’Brien, a Tim 
Burke or a Paul Meyers (a 1985 
Husker All-American), it makes the 
scouts that much more willing to 
come back and take a look at the play- 
ers that we have the next year,’ 
Sanders said. 

But Sanders has molded his play- 
ers for the most part from the type of 
athletes who might not have gotten a 
chance to play pro ball if it weren’t for 
the college alternative. 

“We've gone into the marketplace 
for some high-profile talent, and we've 
had some success there,” Sanders said 
pointing to their 1987 list of recruits 
that included players such as Doug 
Tegtmeier, Mike Zajeski and Eric 
Helfand. “But we've also made it our 
policy to look for the players who 
might scare off another school. Play- 
ers who we can afford to be patient 
and forgiving with and another school 
or the pros might just pass over.’ 
Sanders added. 

Like Pete O’Brien. 

“Pete was a player who had a lot of 
raw ability, but who needed a place 
where he could develop. We were 
able to offer him the setting to do just 
that, and he became a heck of a play- 
er. By and large, that’s the type of 
player that we look for — a player 
who has room to develop;’ Sanders 
says. 

O’Brien certainly did develop. He 
was drafted in the 15th round by the 
Rangers in 1979 and three years later 
he made his professional debut. He 
hit his first career home run off of 
Gaylord Perry in September of 1982 
and has averaged right at 20 homers 
and 85 RBIs in his career. Because of 
the wealth of talent at first base in the 
American League, with players such 
as Don Mattingly, George Brett, and 
Kent Hrbek grabbing most of the 
headlines, O’Brien toils in relative ob- 
scurity, So much so that he, along 
with his former Husker teammate 
Tim Burke were recently named to 
The Sporting News “All Underrated 
Team.” But his success wasn’t lost on 
scouts who found him just the first ex- 
ample of Sanders’ philosophy produc- 
ing results. 

Burke was another example. ‘““Tim 
was a scatter-armed high schooler 


when he first came here,’ Sanders 
remembers. “He threw in the mid 
’80s and couldn’t hardly find the 
plate, But again, we were able to work 
with him and give him the time to de- 
velop, and he left here a second-round 
pick,” Sanders adds. 

Both players continue to help 
Sanders and his program, even 
though they are years removed from 
the college scene. “They are our best 
recruiting tools,‘ Sanders says. 

Many of Sanders’ top players have 
come not from the highly publicized 
areas of the country, but from the 
colder climates. 

“We look for the cold-weather ath- 
lete, because many times you can find 
a player who has great athletic abili- 
ty, but has never had the chance to 
concentrate on baseball because of 
weather restrictions,’ Sanders says. 

Such a player was former Husker 
outfielder Joe Scherger, who came to 
Nebraska from Montana in 1977. 

“Joe was a solid, all-around athlete 
who decided to pursue baseball. Not 
many scouts get a chance to see play- 
ers in places like Montana, unless a 
team from there goes to a national 
tournament. Joe came to Nebraska 
and was able to concentrate on one 
sport and channel all of his talents 
into one sport.” 

In his four seasons at Nebraska, 
Scherger was named to either the first 
or second team All-Big Eight squad 
each season and he went on to play 
professionally in the San Diego Padres 
organization. 

Paul Meyers was another multi- 
sport athlete, and even though he 
projected well under Sanders’ guide- 
lines, he still came as a surprise to 
some. 

“Paul was a well-rounded athlete 
who we projected high on our athletic 
index because of his speed. The fact 
that he developed so well and so fast 
was simply a matter of his being able 
to concentrate on one sport,’ Sanders 
said. 

Meyers, who received little or no 
interest from pro scouts after his 
senior year at Omaha's Westside High 
School, moved himself front and 
center by earning All-American 
honors as a junior at Nebraska, and 


It's very likely that Coach 
John Sanders will notch his 
500th win at Nebraska early in 
1989, which will be his 13th 
season with NU. 


he went on to become a fourth-round 
selection of the San Francisco Giants 
in 1986. 

Another factor in the success of 
Sanders’ program is the fact that he 
has always encouraged his players to 
sign with pro teams when they are 
drafted, even though in many cases 
they still have a year of eligibility left. 

“T still feel the same way about that 
(signing) as I did when I first came 
here,’ Sanders says. “I encourage our 
players to sign. We don’t want to do 
anything to hurt their chances and we 
want to see them treated fairly, It 
helps our program when players we 
have here are drafted. It also helps us 
when we deal with the professional 
scouts. They know that our kids are 
signable;’ Sanders adds. 

The term “signability” is a crucial 
one for both the college and profes- 
sional talent scout. For Sanders it 
means how committed a player is to 
the letter he signs to attend Nebras- 
ka after he is confronted by a profes- 
sional offer. For a pro scout it means 
how ready that prospect is to sign 
with them. 
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Signs from the Dugout 


Over the years, Sanders has seen 
his share of close calls. He has gone 
after and signed some _highly- 
recruited talent, only to lose them in 
the draft. 

In 1982, Sanders and his staff se- 
cured the signature of lefthander Bob 
Kipper out of the Chicago area, only 
to see him sign with the California 
Angels in the first round of the draft. 
The next year, the Huskers signed 


Brian Holman out of Wichita and Bill 
Wilkinson out of Denver, only to see 
them selected high and move on. 
Both Kipper and Wilkinson have 
made it to the majors and Holman is 
one of the Expos’ top prospects in the 
Triple A level, 

But Sanders has also had his share 
of successes in addition to his 1987 
haul. He was able to hang on to catch- 
er Bill McGuire, and eventually the 
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big receiver out of Omaha became a 
first-round draft pick. He was also 
able to sign and keep pitchers Steve 
Gehrke and Sebra, who had been 
high drafts out of high school, but 
Sanders wonders how often that 
might happen in the future. 

“I think that the professional teams 
are committed especially to signing 
all the young arms that they can find. 
A pitcher can move right up the lad- 
der if he has the stuff, and they (the 
pros) don’t want to wait for three or 
four years for pitchers. You take a 
pitcher like Steve Gehrke. He was a 
fifth-round pick out of high school by 
the Cubs, but we were able to keep 
him. Last year we signed Dennis 
Burlingame and he was a fifth-round 
pick by the Braves. They stayed after 
him all summer and signed him just 
before school began,” Sanders said. 

But he refuses to be frustrated by 
the competition. “When you go after 
the high-profile players, you enter an 
area with more anxiety. But while we 
will always pursue any player who is 
interested in us, we never lock our- 
selves into three or four players. We 
have backups, and the thing is, over 
the years some of those backups 
turned out to be better players for us 
than the players we lost’ he adds, 

The draft itself is a curious contrap- 
tion. The relationship between col- 
lege baseball and its professional 
counterpart is different than, say, foot- 
ball or basketball. Neither of those 
two sports, with a few notable excep- 
tions in basketball, are really interest- 
ed in opening a direct pipeline to the 
high schools for their talent. 

Part of the reason is that the physi- 
cal demands of those games require 


| further physical maturity than the col- 


lege years can offer. But another rea- 
son is the fact that both pro football 
and basketball evolved out of the col- 
lege game and needed the tie-in from 
former college stars to develop their 
own followings. 

Baseball was just the opposite. Pro 
baseball had been thriving on the na- 
tional scene since the turn of the cen- 
tury and the type of game that it was 
allowed for young, talented players 
who could make a quick move if they 


had the skill. Baseball also had an 


elaborate set-up of farm teams that 
could feed the majors with talent, in 
much the same fashion as the colleges 
do football and basketball. 

It wasn’t that college baseball 
wasn’t producing quality players. As 
far back as Lou Gehrig, who launched 
many a home run for Columbia be- 
fore it became his custom as a mem- 
ber of the Yankees’ fabled 
‘““Murderer’s Row,’ players were able 
to take the detour to college without 
suffering the consequences, But as a 
rule, college baseball players who 
made it to the majors were not 
primarily baseball players when they 
went to school, but instead were 
multi-sport stars who then found 
baseball the sport that offered them 
a career. 

Such a player at Nebraska was Bob 
Ceryv, who starred for four seasons in 
both baseball and basketball in the 
late 1940s and early 1950s before 


moving on to a long career in pro 
baseball. But as a rule, the college 
players were not looked on as an area 
of first concern. 

Things began to change when base- 
ball instituted its first free agent draft 
in 1965. The decision to hold a draft 
was based on a desire to create a bet- 
ter competitive balance. For years, 
baseball’s talent search was a wide 
open affair and as a result, the rich 
(the Yankees, Dodgers) who could af- 
ford to scout heavily got richer. 

An interesting sidelight to this era 
was the days of the “Bonus Babies.” 
These were the highly-sought-after 
players who could bid one team 
against another. It wasn’t uncommon 
for the most highly-prized to com- 
mand bonuses upwards of *150,000. 
What makes that figure so interesting 
is that many of the first-round play- 
ers in the 1987 draft found themselves 
in tough negotiations for similar 
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figures. 

The first draft in 1965 was dominat- 
ed by high school picks, even though 
the top pick was a college player (Rick 
Monday by the Kansas City A’s out of 
Arizona State). Nebraska contributed 
one of the top players to come out of 
that first draft as well, when Stan 
Bahnsen was taken by the Yankees in 
the fourth round. 

It took 12 years for the college 
game, which had been growing stead- 
ily both in popularity and in reputa- 
tion in the baseball world, to 
out-produce the high school ranks in 
the total number of players taken in 
the draft. 

That occured in 1977, and the next 
year Nebraska made a move of its own 
toward a brighter baseball future 
when Sanders took over the program. 

College baseball today is thriving. 
The College World Series, once a 
popular event in the host city of Oma- 
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NU outfielder Ken Ramos was a sixth-round draft pick of the 
Chicago Cubs out of high school, but he went the college route 
and has become Nebraska's leading hitter this spring. 
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year’s program is available with options. 


PACKAGE A 


Package A begins August 15, 1988 with 
daily Skywriter’s reports — a pre-season 
school-by-school Big 8 Round-Up and con: 
tinues with the Kick-Off Classic, the first 
game of the year. 


Your action packed football package will 
also include our Annual Football Section on 
August 21, Extra Point — the latest pre- 
game reports, and Sunday Journal-Star 
post-game coverage. We'll wrap up the sea- 
son with a full week of football news at bowl 
time. 


At last year's price of $15.95! 
PACKAGE B 


When you order Package B you will re- 
ceive everything in Package A plus coverage 
surrounding the Letter of Intent Day, Spring 
Practice, and the Red & White Game. 


All the seasons of football for the unbeliev- 
able price of only $17.95. 


Both packages will feature analysis, com- 
mentary, action photos, the continuing run- 


Please send 0) Package A at $15.95, 0 Package B at $17.95, gift subscription 
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down of prep and pro sports, as well as all 
the capital, regional, and Nebraska news. 


BONUS 


When you order the football package for a 
friend or relative, we'll send them our 1988 
commerative IT’S TIME! poster/scorecard. 
Because you're so thoughtful we'd like to 
also send a poster to you. Our way of saying 
thanks. 


Or order a package for yourself. We'll still 
send you the IT’S TIME! poster/ scorecard. 


Covers mailing costs anywhere in the USA and/or APO numbers, Complete order form by checking 
appropriate package and mail check or money order to: HUSKER HOT NEWS PAK & MORE, 


Signs from the Dugout _ 


ha and few other places, has become 
a highly marketable NCAA event, 
complete with live cable coverage of 
all the games and a new network con- 
tract for the championship game. The 
1984 Olympic team, which was domi- 
nated by players from colleges, 
produced a memorable list of today’s 
best young talent in the major leagues 
(Will Clark, Mark McGuire, Mike 
Dunne and Barry Larkin, to name but 
a few). While the relationship be- 
tween the pro and college ranks at 
times is highly competitive, no one 
can doubt that it has also been a 
mutually beneficial one. 

“I think that you'll see even more 
programs become competitive, be- 
cause the college game continues to 
grow,’ Sanders says. “And because we 
are able to develop the kind of talent 
(for the pros) that we have, our 
popularity with the professional ranks 
will continue to develop, as well?’ Hi 


JSPCO., Circulation Dept., Box 81609, Lincoln, NE 68501. 


and card to those listed below. 
| have enclosed $ 


SEND TO: 
Name. 
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City 
Your Name. 


City 


State. Zip 
Gift Card should be signed from: 
PCOS ENN CO i a PHONG 
State. Zip. 
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The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 
encourages the heroes of 
the sports world to be 
positive influences to the 
youth of America. You do 
not have to be an athlete 
to be a positive influence. 
You can help the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes by becoming a 
supporting member. Write 
to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, P.O. 
Box 71, Milford, Nebraska 
68405 or call Wendell 
Conover at (402) 761-3166. 


Skip Bayless 


A Grin’s Fairy Tale 


SKIP BAYLESS GOES WHERE NO MAN HAS GONE BEFORE: 
TO AN ORANGE BOWL CHASE THAT'S OUT OF THIS WORLD 


You can’t wait. Your heart’s thump- 
ing like a bass drum in a halftime 
show. Your stomach’s turning the way 
the leaves will. You can taste the red- 
hot hotdogs, feel the fall chill, hear 
the touchdown roar. You remember 
Robert Duvall’s line in “Apocolypse 
Now.’ Duvall said, “I love the smell 
of napalm in the morning.” 

You love the smell of pigskin on a 
fall Saturday morning. 

But you have to know NOW. Will 
Oklahoma find a 3,458th way to beat 
Nebraska? Will Missouri or Colorado 
or Oklahoma State find its way to Mi- 
ami for the Orange Bowl? Will Kan- 
sas or Kansas State find another John 
Had] or Lynn Dickey or a way to beat 
Oklahoma in anything but basketball 
and humility? 

I know, YOU HAVE TO FIND 
OUT NOW OR YOU’LL GO 
CRAZIER THAN BRIAN 
BOSWORTH! Please, take off that 
helmet and lie down on my magic car- 
pet. Just say the magic words — 


“We're No. 1” — and we'll take a 
quick ride through the 1988 Big Eight 
season. 


Aug. 27: Nebraska quarterback 
Steve Taylor throws his helmet in the 
Heisman Trophy ring by throwing five 
TD passes (one to himself), running 
for three more scores, kicking the fi- 
nal extra point, then telling a national 
TV camera, “The only guys from Ok- 
lahoma who could have stopped us 
tonight are Highway Patrolmen.” No. 
3 Nebraska annihilates No. 6 Texas 
A&M, 77-6, in the Kickoff Classic. 
Sports Illustrated calls Steve “the 
most dazzling Taylor since Elizabeth” 
and says Nebraska “scores quicker 
than any college team since Loyola 
Marymount.” 

Nebraska vaults over UCLA and 
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Alabama to No. 1 in the AP poll. 

Sept. 3: At Lincoln, a Nebraska fa- 
vored by 77 beats Utah State, 78-0, in 
a game that lasts just two quarters. 
During halftime, Utah State players 
disguise themselves as a marching 
band and escape unnoticed. Steve 
Taylor returns an interception for one 
of his 14 TDs. Asked if he ran up the 
score, Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne 
says, “Utah State has a very explosive 
team.” 

In other Big Eight action (or trac- 
tion), Kansas State’s purple wonders 
are turned to grape juice at Tulsa, 
66-0, in a game that lasts just three 
quarters, when poor K-State coach 
Stan “and Ollie” Parrish has to be 
taken for psychiatric treatment after 
claiming to have contacted a planet 
called Gloob on his headset. As Par- 
rish is led away, he laughs and yells, 
“The Gloobules are coming to take 
over Earth and they hate football! I'll 
never have to coach again!” 

The NCAA announces K-State is 
under investigation for accepting 
money from athletes to allow them to 
play. 

Sept. 10: OU Coach Barry Switzer 
announces he is redshirting quarter- 
back Jamelle Holieway, who hasn’t 
fully recovered from knee surgery. 
Holieway at first doesn’t quite under- 
stand, saying, “I don’t look good in 
red shirts, but I'll wear one if I have 
to, as long as it’s by Sergio Tacchini.” 
OU sends its basketball team to 
Chapel Hill, where it beats North 
Carolina in football and basketball. 
Mookie Blaylock intercepts four pass- 
es in each game. 

In another stunning story, K-State 
admits it wants Kansas basketball 
coach Larry Brown to coach the 
Wildcats football team, whose play- 
ers cite fraternity rush week for their 
forfeit to Towa. ESPN analyst Dick Vi- 
tale says he’s so sure Brown won't take 
the job that Vitale will “milk every 
cow within a 50-mile radius of Man- 
hattan, Kansas” if Brown does. 

In another Game of the Decade, 
No. 1 Nebraska beats No. 2 UCLA, 
55-3, at the Rose Bowl. Hollywood 
headlines scream, “UCLA Again the 
Big Easy for the Big Eight?’ The 
Bruins have had sand kicked in their 


ture quickness and cuddly cuteness 
that he offers Thompson the lead role 
in “ET. IL” Thompson devastates 
Switzer by accepting. 

Oct. 1: In Norman, new OU QB 
Eric Mitchel fumbles a record 23 
times, losing 17, if not his job and 
mind, as the Sooners struggle past 
Iowa State, 16-13. Switzer rages, ““To- 
day we ran the fishbone. We held onto 
the ball like it was a live crappie.” 

At the Orange Bowl, 4-0 Missouri 
scores its biggest upset in a decade 
by outscoring Miami, 31-30, as QB 
John Stollenwerck outduels Steve 
Walsh, four TD passes to three. Mis- 
souri players chant, “We'll be back, 


WH) we'll be back.’ Meaning, for the Jan. 


faces three straight years, by OU, then 
Nebraska twice. 

Steve Taylor does commentary for 
ABC while quarterbacking. Via a hel- 
met microphone he says, “I’m drop- 
ping back. ..my primary receiver is 
covered so I’m scrambling to my right 
because the outside linebacker on 
this side is so slow he couldn't catch 
a cold. Watch this move I put on him.” 

Hollywood director Dennis Hop- 
per is so impressed he offers Taylor 
a multi-movie deal to play a charac- 
ter called Roboquarterback. Taylor 
stuns Cornhusker fans by accepting. 

Sept. 17: K-State remains without 
a head coach as Larry Brown wres- 
tles with the offer, saying, “I’m only 
considering it because it would be the 
ultimate challenge.’ In New Orleans, 
the Wildcats, trailing Tulane, 54-0, af- 
ter three quarters, opt to play the 
fourth quarter in the French Quarter. 

Sept. 24: At the Coliseum in L.A., 
No. 2 OU re-enacts the Oklahoma 
Land Run as six backs each gain 100 
or more yards in a 68-28 devastation 
of No. 8 USC. OU Coach Barry Swit- 


zer says Charles Thompson played% 
“the finest game I’ve ever had a wish-. 


bone quarterback play.” 
However, director Steven Spielberg 
is so taken with Thompson’s minia- 


1 Orange Bowl. 


In Manhattan, Louisiana Tech 
beats K-State, 38-0, before a crowd of 
four. 

Oct. 8: In Dallas, Switzer resorts to 
single-wing Siamese ball carriers to 
eliminate fumbling. With two backs 
at a time clutching the ball, Damon 
Stell/Anthony Stafford gains 168 yards 
as OU holds off Texas, 10-9. The Soon- 
ers play the entire game without a QB 
under center. 

But even wilder news comes out of 
Manhattan, where Larry Brown stuns 
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BIG RED COUNTRY 43 


LEESAPP ) 
ENTERPRISES 


LEE’S FORD-MERCURY 


NEW AND USED CARS & TRUCKS 
FULL PARTS & SERVICE 
RENT-A-CAR 
“It Pays To Drive To Ashland” 
1602 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, NE 
789-7155 @ LINCOLN 
342-6767 @ OMAHA 
944-3367 @ ASHLAND 


LEE SAPP LEASING 


LEASING PLANS TAILORED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS 
DAY — WEEK — MONTH — LONG TERM 
9902 SOUTH 148th STREET 
OMAHA, HE 68138 
402/895-3113 


BIFALS 


LEE SAPP COMPUTER 
SERVICES & SALES 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
COMPUTER AND RELATED EQUIPMENT SALES 
9902 SOUTH 148th 
OMAHA, NE 68138 


i 
I 402/895-3113 


Memorex 


A Burroughs Company 


ASHLAND STATE BANK 


COMPLETE MODERN BANKING FACILITIES 
CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES e ALL TYPES OF LOANS 


VISA & MASTERCARD @ SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 


DRIVE-IN BANKING 
“You Really Rate At Ashland State” 
2433 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, NE 
944-2111 @ ASHLAND 
341-5123 @ OMAHA 


LEE SAPP INSURANCE 


COMPLETE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 
HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE — HEALTH 
9904 SOUTH 148th STREET 
OMAHA, NE 68138 
402/895-0990 


Independent 
Insurance 
Agen. 


AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL 


LOCAL, OUT OF TOWN & 
WORLDWIDE RESERVATIONS 
RENT-A-CAR AND TRUCK OF NEBRASKA, INC. 


$7 E. LOCUST 
CARTER LAKE, 1OWA 51510 
AIRPORT — 712/347-6008 
WEST OMAHA — 402/685-3113 
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an all-Missouri crowd of 22,450 by 
showing up to coach K-State. Brown's 
QB? Scooter Barry, who came off the 
bench like a chip off dad Rick’s block 
to help Kansas win the NCAA basket- 
ball title, Changing sports, Scooter 
has been allowed to transfer and play 
football without sitting out a year. 

Barry throws three TD passes as K- 
State shocks a Missouri suffering a let- 
down after its upset of Miami. K-State, 
21-20! From his players’ shoulders, a 
tearful Brown says, “We're off to see 
the Wizard!” 

ESPN does live updates of Dick Vi- 
tale, milking cows and saying, ‘Oh, 
baby, I’m a PTM (prime-time 
milker).” 

Oct. 9: The entire OU squad is af- 
flicted with what the Sooners call 
“Bevyo’s Revenge” after Switzer allows 
them to eat corny dogs from the Texas 
State Fair Midway following the vic- 
tory over the Longhorns. From the in- 
firmary, Stell/Stafford comment/com- 
ment, “At least we're only playing 
Kansas State this week.” 

Oct. 15: In one of the all-time 
greatest upsets, K-State stuns OU and 
75,000 in Norman, 3-0, on a record 
last-second 71-yard field goal by 
4-foot-LL Omar Omar, a computer 
science major frorn Ceylon who Lar- 
ry Brown discovered while driving by 
an intramural soccer game. 

Omar, just picking up American 
football lingo, says, “Those mothers 
were talkin’ a lot of trash just before 
I kicked, but you can tell ‘em I’m one 
bad dude.” 

So many Sooners are too sick or 
weak to play that Switzer is forced to 
start a 127-pound student trainer 
named Rodney “Wrong Way”’ Butter- 
worth at left halfback. Fleeing tack- 
lers, Butterworth is the first OU back 
ever to gain a minus 100 yards. But- 
terworth, a vegetarian, was the only 
member of the OU traveling party 
who refused to eat a corny dog. 

A pale, drained Switzer says, ““We 
just lost the Toilet Bowl.” 

Oct. 21; On the eve of the titanic 
Kansas State-Nebraska clash, the 
NCAA announces the Cornhuskers 
have been placed on one-year proba- 
tion for slipping in a hereford called 
“Bill Bovine” at offensive tackle. 


A Grin's Fairy Tale 


Coach Osborne admits, “We were 
struggling without Steve Taylor and I 
thought we needed better pass pro- 
tection. At least the guy — uh, the 
cow — was registered in our agricul- 
tural school. I thought it was legal?’ 

Osborne opts to forfeit to K-State. 

Oct, 29: In a downpour at K-State, 
Scooter Barry passes to Omar Omar 
on a fake 60-yard field-goal attempt 
with time running out, and Omar 
slogs untouched for the TD that beats 
Oklahoma State, 6-0. Sports Illustrat- 
ed features Larry Brown, Barry and 
Omar on its cover dressed as the tin 
man, scarecrow and lion with the cap- 
tion “Dorothy's Team,” 

Brown announces the team has 
dedicated the season to Bobby Bates, 
a 14-year-old blind parentless 
paraplegic with terminal cancer who 
lives for Wildcats football. Several Big 
Eight teams protest, saying Bates 
gives K-State an unfair advantage. 

Noy. 5: In Lawrence against Kan- 
sas, Brown celebrates a mixed- 
emotions homecoming with a 14-14 
tie. Brown says, “If a tie is like kiss- 
ing your sister, then my sister is 
Sophia Loren.” 

Nov. 12; With a wind chill of mi- 
nus 49, K-State beats 12-point-favorite 
Towa State, 6-0, in Manhattan, when 


a Scooter Barry pass intended for 
Lawrence Tolbert is blown 40 yards 
off course and lodges in the facemask 
of guard Eric Zaeblin, who thinks he 
has lost his contact lenses and ac- 
cidentally runs through the endzone. 

Laughing and erying, Coach Brown 
says, “It’s destiny. Auntie Em! Auntie 
Em!” 

The NY. papers adopt the Wildcats 
as “Manhattan's Team.” 

Novy, 19: Playing for the Big Eight 
title in a driving snowstorm in Boul- 
der, K-State appears to be beaten by 
a TD pass at the final gun, but Colora- 
do QB Sal Aunese inadvertently has 
thrown his ice-covered glove 24 yards 
to Jo Jo Collins, The football actually 
has slipped backward into the hand- 
warming pouch of blitzing K-State 
cornerback ‘Tyreese Herds, who 
doesn’t find the ball until he takes off 
his jersey amid K-State’s locker room 
celebration, 

The 0-0 tie sends the Wild-Wild- 
Wildcats (5-4-2) to the Orange Bowl 
to face unbeaten Penn State, which is 
installed as a 34-point favorite. Biting 
into an orange, Omar Omar says, 
“Life’s a beach, man.” 

Bobby Bates is cured. 

In other Big Eight action, Nebras- 
ka beats Oklahoma, 35-31. 
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Non-Conference Woes and Wows 


In National Lampoon’s movie 
“Animal House,” one scene ends on a 
rather intimidating note as some 
wimpy college guys and their spur-of- 
the-moment girlfriends go to an 
earthy saloon where they meet a cou- 
ple of hulking, tavern “regulars;’ who 
introduce themselves by saying, ““We 
wanna dance with your dates.” The 
college wimps are more than happy 
to oblige. 

In college football, it’s not too far 
beyond reason to compare a team’s 
non-conference opponents to a 
“date’’ Both involve a little match- 
making, both usually take place on 
weekends and both can in varying 


degrees be called “attractive.” In that 
case, nobody in the Big Eight will be 
trying to muscle in on Nebraska's 
weekend companions this fall as the 
Cornhuskers enjoy and/or endure the 
league’s toughest non-conference 
schedule by far. NU faces Texas A&M, 
UCLA and Arizona State, plus two 
patsies, which contrasts sharply with 
Colorado’s overstated slate of Fresno- 
Oregon-Colorado States, which helps 
qualify the Buffs as the Big Eight 
school with the easiest non- 
conference schedule. 

Depending on whether one likes to 
play prestigious foes or just sheepishly 
pound on the Larrys, Moes and Cur- 


lys of college football, either extreme 
could be called attractive. And that 
leaves the rest of the Big Eight in a 
happy-or-unhappy medium. 

Starting at the top, though, Nebras- 
ka opens the season in New Joyzy 
against A&M in the Kickoff Classic. 
With 31 NCAA violations alleged 
against them this spring, the Aggies 
may come dressed in new uniforms 
(black stripes, 10-digit numbers 
across their chests, plus  ball-and- 
chain footwear), but Coach Jackie 
Sherrill returns plenty of talent from 
last year’s 10-2 team that thumped 
Notre Dame in the Cotton Bowl. 
A&M features some of the top in- 
dividual talent (including linebacker 
John Roper and halfback Darren 
Lewis) in America. This assumes no- 
body will be declared ineligible. 

Over the past four years, A&M has 
gone 6-5, 10-2, 9-3 and 10-2 and won 
three Southwest Conference champi- 
onships (Oklahoma State also plays 
the Aggies, but more on that later). 
So, the Huskers have by far the tough- 
est season opener. 

There is some debate on whether 
or not Nebraska has the next week off. 
Utah State is scheduled. But the 
Huskers then go to Pasadena to test 
the pastels-versus-power theory, 
which goes something like this: 
UCLA wins a bowl, gets high presea- 
son ratings, travels to the Midwest, 
gets its brains beaten out by Oklaho- 
ma or Nebraska, goes home, does 
good in the Pac-10, wins a bowl, gets 
high preseason ratings, travels to the 
Midwest, etc. Sort of a perpetual no- 
tion theory that the Bruins will also 


Still wearing the pastels that 
made Sooner Brian Bosworth 
nauseous, UCLA (with Eric Ball at 
tailback) will try to beat 
Nebraska and stop its recent 
slide versus the Big Eight. 
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be good, but not good enough. 

The national media generally 
report this theory as the “Corn-fed 
Huskers” and “Beef-eating Sooners” 
dietary equation. Either way, UCLA 
has found it hard to digest. Playing in 
the Rose Bow] will not be easy for NU 
(UCLA was 10-2 in ’87), but until 
proven invalid, the pastels-versus- 
power theory should hold true again. 

Coach Tom Osborne’s team then 
gets an officially sanctioned week off 
before playing Arizona State in Lin- 
coln. With a new head coach, ASU 
could be unpredictable, but former 
boss John Cooper did a respectable 
job of recruiting over two years, so 
there’s a chance the Sun Devils (7-4-1 
last year) could be bowl material 
again. 

Finally, Nebraska plays the UNLV 
basketball team to complete its non- 
conference slate (five games here be- 
cause of the Kickoff Classic). 

If it weren't for that fifth game, Ok- 
lahoma might have challenged for the 
toughest schedule in 1988, only a year 
after the Sooners were taunted for 
playing the University of Sominex, 
Twinkie State, Canine U. and the 
University of Texlax. 

This season, however, OU faces 
four major college programs. Being 
called a major college program 
doesn’t guarantee these teams will be 
good, but it’s almost certain they 
won't be horrible. 

Starting with a road opener at 
North Carolina, the Sooners definite- 
ly have the second toughest start in 
the Big Eight. NC was just 5-6 last 
year, but playing on the road is never 
easy and it was only four years ago 
that the Tar Heels were a preseason 
No. 5 pick. There’s no need to dwell 
on the fact that all the players from 
that team four years ago are gone. 
Just pretend they'll be good. Realisti- 
cally, Oklahoma should face a moder- 
ate challenge, the kind of game OU 
should win but that will be competi- 
tive enough to learn from. 

Oklahoma's second non-conference 
game is against Arizona (4-4-3 last 
year) in Norman. The Wildcats bare- 
ly lost to some fine teams last year (by 
two points to 9-3 Iowa, and two points 
to 8-4 USC) while tying Washington 


If Oklahoma throws more in '88, the Sooners face a tough test 
against USC super sophomore safety Mark Carrier, who is the top 
returning Trojan tackler with 115 stops. 


and the above-mentioned Sun Devils. 
Arizona also lost to Washington State 
and tied California, gutless wonders 
by most accounts. 

A good guess then is that the Wild- 
cats (with a recent tradition of turn- 
ing out good teams) should give OU 
a tougher test than North Carolina, 
which ought to be respectable in its 
own right. 

Then come the real toughies. 


Southern Cal doesn’t subscribe to 
the old pastels-versus-power theory. 
The Trojans are 3-2-1 against Oklaho- 
ma and have had the good sense not 
to play Nebraska since winning one 
and tying one back in 1969-70. USC 
returns 15 starters from last year’s 
team, including (you got it) Heisman 
Trophy candidate Rodney Peete. 
Coach Larry Smith’s team has a Top 
10-ish look going into 1988, and the 
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Non-Conference Woes and Wows 


Sooners could face their toughest 
regular-season challenge (outside of 
Nebraska and Miami) since 1984. 

Oklahoma's last non-conference 
game is against Texas, which should 
be a very interesting contest. UT 
comes off a 7-5 year, including a win 
over Pitt in the Bluebonnet Bowl. Af- 
ter slipping badly under former coach 
Fred Akers, the Longhorns appear to 
be headed back to prominence be- 
cause of improved talent as well as an 
improved attitude. Eric Metcalf could 
be one of the best all-purpose backs 
in the country, and there are enough 
quality athletes on defense to make 
Coach David McWilliams think UT 
could be in the Southwest Confer- 
ence hunt with A&M. 

Because of such stout foes, if 
Nebraska and Oklahoma go undefeat- 
ed through their non-conference 
schedules, they ought to be racing 
stride-for-stride toward another One- 
Two showdown. 

For the rest of the league, Big Eight 
bashers will find out quickly if the 
conference is, indeed, rebounding or 
relapsing. 


Missouri and Iowa State rank as a 
tie for the third-toughest, non- 
conference schedule in 1988. 

Coach Widenhofer and the Tigers 
open Sept. 10 against whatever is left 
of Utah State after its Sept. 3 game 
with Nebraska. Then Mizzou plays 
Houston, which is allegedly much 
better than its 1-10 version of 1986. 
Allegedly. 

The test comes against Indiana (8-4 
last year), and the Hoosiers return six 
offensive starters plus (gulp) nine 
defensive starters and both second- 
team players at the two vacated spots. 
With almost the entire offensive line 
returning, along with nifty halfback 
Anthony Thompson, Indiana should 
give Missouri an excellent chance to 
put up or shut up. 

A week later, Woody's fellows play 
defending national champion Miami 
in the Orange Bowl, which should 
prove an excellent opportunity to 
throw up. 

Iowa State opens with a reasonable 
test, Tulane, which should prove in- 
teresting since the Green Wake held 
Florida State to 73 points, Memphis 


Nebraska's 
tender 
defensive line 
will get an 
early test from 
Jerry Fontenot, 
one of 
Texas A&M’s 
best offensive 
linemen in 
years. 


State to 45, Louisville to 42 and 
powerful LSU to only 41 points. 
Somehow, Coach Mack Brown’s team 
went 6-5 and to a bowl game before 
he took the North Carolina job. They 
also beat ISU, 25-12, last year. 

Next on the agenda is a respecta- 
ble Baylor team that also went 6-5 in 
1988. ISU enjoys a Goldy Locks start: 
not too hard, not too soft. 

If Iowa State can’t be competitive 
with those guys, Jimmy “Thank You 
For Your Support” Walden may start 
promoting whines like this: When can 
we stop playing Iowa? 

Hayden Fry’s Hawkeyes have been 
gleefully flogging ISU these past five 
years by an average score of 51-10, And 
1988 may not be much different. 

Finally, Iowa State plays Northern 
Iowa, probably the only “weak” team 
on its non-conference schedule. 

Even with a new head coach, Kan- 
sas looks to get thrown to the wolves 
immediately and probably with trag- 
ic results. KU opens with Baylor — 
and, again, the Bears are okay — but 
then travels to Auburn (9-1-2 last 
year). Kansas lost, 49-0, in 1987, and 
even Larry Brown couldn't pull this 
one out. The game was originally slat- 
ed for Lawrence but moved to Alaba- 
ma, evidently so migrant wheat 
harvesters wouldn't be scared off, mis- 
taking the sounds out of Memorial 
Stadium for somebody getting sucked 
into a wheat thrashing machine. 

One thing that can be said for the 
Big Eight next fall is that every team 
has at least one heavyweight on the 
non-conference schedule. There will 
be plenty of opportunities early to see 
if league teams can be competitive 
outside the conference. 

Kansas State boasts of one such 
powerhouse — Iowa. In fact, the 
Hawkeyes play three Big Eight 
schools: KSU, Iowa State and Colora- 
do. Because the Wildcats open the 
season with Tulsa (3-8 last year), it’s 
possible Coach Stan Parrish may ac- 
tually go into Iowa City with a win un- 
der his belt. Maybe. Tulsa may have 
been pitiful last year, but the Hurri- 
cane still beat KSU, 37-25, in what 
was by far K-State’s best offensive per- 
formance of the year. It'll be a must- 
win situation for both schools, which 
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can be kind of unnerving in a season 
opener. 

If KSU can’t beat Tulsa, look for 
another virgin sacrifice to Iowa and 
probably Tulane a week later. Parrish 
has another decent shot at beating 
Louisiana Tech (3-8 last year and only 
2-3 against those dreaded direction- 
al schools: Northeast Louisiana, 
Northwest Louisiana, Southwest Mis- 
souri State, North Texas State and the 
University of Tennessee at Chat- 
tanooga). 

Oklahoma State comes awfully 
close to KSU in terms of playing a 
limp-wrist schedule. Beating up on 
doormats helped the Cowboys to a 
fine 10-2 record last year, and Coach 
Pat Jones has a decent chance of go- 
ing 3-1 in 1988, but 4-0 looks tough. 

OSU opens with South-by- 
Southwest Louisiana in Stillwater. 
Two weeks later, the Pokes host Texas 
A&M in what could be the Probation 
Bow] since both schools have been 
getting a lot of mail from the NCAA 
lately. 

A&M, of course, will have a tremen- 
dous edge here because the Aggies 
will be into their fifth week of the sea- 
son while OSU will only be playing 
its second game. 

O-State “concludes” its non- 
conference, sort of, a week later 
against hapless-until-proven-other- 
wise Tulsa. Also remaining on the 
schedule, however, is a Dec. 4 meet- 
ing with Texas Tech in Tokyo for let’s 
call it the Import Quota Bowl. Tech 
was 6-4-1 last year, but by that late 
day, the Red Raiders will probably be 
a different team altogether, so it’s hard 
to figure if OSU will face a toughie. 
It’s also hard to figure why they would 
play such a game. Some people argue 
that “bowl” games are attractive to 
recruits, but who is Pat Jones going to 
recruit? Sumo _ wrestlers for 
noseguards? 

The Big Ejight’s doggiest non- 
conference schedule belongs to 
Colorado, which should give the Buffs 
a decent chance at going 3-1 into the 
league race. CU opens with Fresno 
State (6-5 last year, including a loss to 
— gadzooks — Utah State) in Boul- 
der before traveling to Iowa for the 
Buffs’ only true test. Next on the 


menu will be Oregon State and 
Colorado State (between them, those 
two teams lost 20 games last year). 

So, each Big Eight team seems to 
stand a decent chance of winning at 
least a couple of non-league games, 
and even though Oklahoma and 
Nebraska have clearly the toughest 
slates, the Huskers and Sooners also 
appear quite capable of going 4-0 if 
everything falls in place. 

Considering the talent coming 
back, the Big Eight’s in good shape 
to possibly improve on its 1987 record 
of 19-13 (59 percent) against non- 
league teams. With that mark, the 
league was third among the nation’s 
major conferences last year, and only 
one win away from tying the South- 
west Conference for second place. 
Not surprisingly, the rugged 
Southeastern Conference led every- 
body with a 69 percent winning mark 
against outside teams (not including 
bowl games). 

All told, the Big Eight will face 10 
teams (in a total of 14 games) that ap- 
peared in bowl games last season. 

Television is a different matter, 
though. Nebraska and OU hog all the 
great sectional and inter-sectional 
matchups. The Kickoff Classic and 
UCLA clash are already set for TV, as 
is the Sooner trip to Southern Cal. 
The OU-Texas rivalry is all but a lock 
for the tube. If Nebraska beats both 
A&M and UCLA while Arizona State 
gets off to a good start, then the ASU 
game in Lincoln could be TV materi- 
al, but it'll probably be a close call, 
as their televised matchup in 1987 
didn’t get very good ratings. 

Other Big Eight teams may have a 
hard time getting their non- 
conference games on the air. Oh sure, 
Missouri could win its first three 
games, rush for 600 yards each time 
and produce an early Heisman 
Trophy candidate, and that would 
make the Miami game attractive. 
Naturally, you’d think somebody 
would televise OSU and Tech in the 
Trade Embargo Bowl, but who would 
watch it? 

At the very least, give the Pokes 
credit for arranging the most creative, 
if not most attractive, “date” of the 
football matchmaking season. 


TEXAS TECH 


Stellar receiver Wayne Walker 
(top) of Texas Tech will lead the 
Red Raiders in their late-season 

clash with Oklahoma State in 

Tokyo. lowa noseguard Dave 
Haight (above) may qualify for 

All-Big Ten and All-Big Eight 
since the powerful Hawkeyes 
play all three of their non- 
conference games against 
Big Eight teams. 
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NEBRASKA GOT TWO SHOTS AT BOB SLEDGE. 
HE BECAME A HUSKER THE SECOND TIME 
AND NOW APPEARS HEADED FOR AN 
ALL-STAR FINISH. 


Disappointment changed to desire 
for Bob Sledge, and the Omaha native 
became a major college offensive 
tackle. He succeeded and continues 
to excel, quietly. 

Once shunned by the University of 
Nebraska, Sledge returned to his 
home state to earn second-team All- 
Big Eight honors last season. 

But initially, Sledge decided against 
attending college in Lincoln. Instead, 
he enrolled at the University of South 
Dakota after graduating from Omaha 
Gross High School in 1984. That was 
because Nebraska refused to offer 
Sledge a scholarship. 


“T was highly recruited by (Nebras- 
ka). I was with them down to the 
wire,” says Sledge. “At the end, they 
asked me if I wanted to walk on. I was 
disappointed with that a little bit.” 

Although he heard from Iowa State, 
Iowa, Kansas State and later Kansas, 
he chose to become a Coyote. The 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
offered Sledge a scholarship to play 
football and wrestle. High school 
friends went to South Dakota, 
however, and he wanted to try play- 
ing football there. 

He stayed just a semester. 

Sledge thought he could immedi- 


Sledge (62) 
helped 
Nebraska to a 
surprisingly 
easy win over 
UCLA. 


ately contribute to the Coyote pro- 
gram, but he claims he never got a 
chance. An injury kept him out of a 
game he was scheduled to start and 
he failed to earn a letter. 

Discouraged a second time, he ap- 
proached Coach Tom Osborne, re- 
questing another chance. Although 
the Husker coach insisted he does not 
like to take players away from other 
programs, since Sledge was transfer- 
ring anyway, he could try football. 

Stan Macaitis, Sledge’s high school 
coach, attempted to dissuade the 
young player from transferring to 
Nebraska, saying he should stick with 
his commitment. 

“I guess it’s a good thing he didn’t 
listen to me,” Macaitis says. 

Along with disappointment in play- 
ing time at South Dakota, Sledge 
based his decision to transfer to 
Nebraska on “benefits” of a Division 
I school. He lists bowl games, public 
recognition, program support and fa- 
cilities as factors in his decision. 

The move from South Dakota not 
only satisfied Sledge, but also the NU 
coaching staff. 

“Bob is a kid we probably should 
have taken out of high school,” says 
Offensive Line Coach Milt Tenopir, 
citing marginal height as a possible 
concern against the 6-foot-2 Sledge. 
“He might be the exception as far as 
athletes who have transferred here.” 

Sledge claims he did not enter the 
Nebraska camp feeling he had some- 
thing to prove, but he admits not 
receiving an NU scholarship out of 
high school bothered him. 

“Tt kind of did at first,’ he says. “It 
wasn’t a grudge or anything. I just 
knew I could play down here. I didn’t 
get a chance the first time.” 

Sledge participated in Nebraska’s 
1985 spring practices and redshirted 
the following fall. 

Practice competition in Memorial 
Stadium differed greatly from what he 
faced in South Dakota. 

“They had some good players up 
there, but it’s just not the same,” he 
says. “Down here, everybody can play. 
Not everybody could play that was up 
there.” 

But Sledge could. He occupied the 
“swing,” or fifth, tackle position as a 
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Husker sophomore and earned a 
letter. 

He still remembers his first ex- 
perience as a Husker during the 1986 
season opener against Florida State. 

“My first time on the field...1 
knew that it was worth it,” says Sledge. 

Moving into a starting position as 
a junior, Sledge helped the Huskers 
average 373.5 yards per game on the 
ground and 489 total offensive yards. 

That experience alongside left 
guard Andy Keeler and center Jake 
Young, who both return, should make 
the Husker offensive line strong in 
1988. Doug Glaser and John Nelson 
earned playing time as reserves a year 
ago and should step into starting roles 
next fall on the right side. 

“We feel we have a solid No. 1 line,” 
Tenopir says. “We think we're going 
to be in good shape there. Our con- 
cern right now is depth.” 

Sledge calls the offensive line a 
“pretty close-knit group.” Young and 
Sledge share an apartment and Keel- 
er lives across the street. “We hang 
out together,’ Sledge says. 

The friends often play cards 
together. Sledge has been known to 
come out on the losing end of a game 
or two. 

“He normally does, so we like him 
to play,” says Keeler. “He's a legitimate 
doormat. If he said he likes to play 
golf, he’s terrible at that, too.” 

Sledge listed fishing as his favorite 
hobby, but mentioned golf as his 
pastime. 

Keeler seriously says his friend 
makes playing offensive guard easier. 
Sledge is knowledgeable, Keeler says, 
and owns an even more important 
trait. 

“He's competitive. He wants to win 
out there more than anybody. He 
doesn’t like to lose” 

Macaitis can attest to both the in- 
telligence and skills of the Corn- 
husker left tackle. And Macaitis could 
be considered a good judge of foot- 
ball talent. He coached John MeCor- 
mick, Nebraska’s consensus 
All-American offensive guard a year 


ago, Bruce Blankenship, a recent NU - 


recruit, and Dave Mayhan, a varsity 
guard at Iowa. 
“(Sledge) is certainly in the class of 


A graduate of Omaha Gross, 
Sledge could become that 
school’s second straight All- 
American Husker lineman; John 
McCormick was a consensus all- 
star last year. 


those people,’ Macaitis says. “He’s an 
intelligent fellow. He was able to do 
blocking schemes that really enabled 
us to run the ball well.” 

Gross High School finished second 
to Creighton Prep in the state playoffs 
during Sledge’s senior season. Sledge 
captained the team and was the lead- 
ing tackler. 

Offense was not the only side of the 
ball where Sledge excelled. 

“In high school, being the caliber 
athlete he was, he wasn’t going to 
stand out half the game,’ Macaitis 
says. “He was out there as much as 
possible.” 

Once in college, Sledge optioned to 
specialize in his offensive skills. 

“There’s something about offense, 
knowing what you have to do and do- 
ing it, instead of defense and react- 
ing to what happens,” he says. 

Sledge not only gave up playing 
defense, but he also abandoned his 
baseball, track and wrestling careers 
after high school. He finished second 
at the state wrestling tournament, but 
does not miss the sport. 


“Wrestling was fun when it was 
there. But I was glad it was over with.” 

Once he decided on a team and be- 
gan concentrating his efforts on open- 
ing holes for running backs, Sledge 
improved his skills. 

Nebraska coaches stressed proper 
technique from day one, Sledge says. 
He developed that proper technique 
in time and bulked up from his high 
school playing weight of 240 pounds 
to 270. 

He also learned. 

“Overall, the biggest things are 
knowing what you have to do against 
any one defense and good technique 
— taking the right steps, staying low 
and knowing where you're going,” 
Sledge says. 

When offensive linemen execute 
correctly, Nebraska runners and quar- 
terbacks produce yards and points. 
Satisfaction for Sledge comes in offen- 
sive success and not notoriety. 

He enjoyed being named second- 
team All-Big Eight, sure, but game 
and season statistics mean much 
more to Sledge. 

“The biggest thing for us is rush- 
ing yardage,’ he says. “We try to shoot 
for a 350- to 400-yard average a game. 
We try to shoot for more than that, 
but we'd like to have an average 
around 400, When Steve (Taylor) and 
the other backs have a good day, we 
feel like we did a pretty good job.” 

Sledge leaves little doubt which 
play he likes to hear Taylor call. 

“It's got to be the counter sweep 
because it’s one of the few plays 
where the tackle pulls,” he says. While 
Keeler pulls ahead of Sledge and cuts 
the defensive end and seals the corn- 
er, the tackle gets the defensive 
back. 

“It’s pretty fun. After going against 
a guy who weighs 280 the whole 
game, then you get to go against a guy 
weighing about 180. You can show 
your stuff. You can break a big play 
and that’s the best feeling when you 
can break a big play.’ 

While he plays aggressively in the 
trenches, Sledge appears laid back off 
the field. As Nebraska outside line- 
backer Broderick Thomas puts it, the 
first time someone meets Sledge, they 
may wonder if the offensive tackle will 
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Use Our Game Plan 


Today’s students need a plan for 


efficient, profitable use of their time... 
and they get if from Cliffs Publications. 


From junior high through college 
Cliffs Notes are unequalled as an aid 
for understanding classic literary as- 


signments...and making better grades. 


Cliffs Test Preparation Guides are 
becoming the top choice of students 


who want to score higher on the ACT, 
SAT and other standardized tests. And, 
Bilingual Books are providing a fast, 
refreshing way to understand and use 
foreign languages. Cliffs Publications: 

Their winning strategies are available 
at fine bookstores everywhere. To get 
more information send coupon today. 


a. 
NOES? 


Cliffs Notes, Inc., 


Box 80728, Lincoln, NE 68501 


Cliffs Notes, Inc., 
Box 80728, Lincoln, NE 68501 
Please send more information 
and complete title listings for: 
OC) Cliffs Notes 
OC Cliffs Test Preparation Guides 
OC Bilingual Books 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 
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speak. ‘ 

Sledge admits he’s not very Boosting The Huskers 
outgoing. 

“T don’t really talk too much if I’m For 


unfamiliar with somebody,’ he says. 
“Once I get to know somebody, I 25 Great Years 
don’t really keep to myself?’ 

No one, including Sledge himself, 
would dare call the two-year Nebras- Salutes The Cornhuskers 
ka letterman a rah-rah guy. “He leads and 
by example," says Keeler Invites Your Membership 

Occasionally, Sledge says, he will 
assert himself if the situation calls for Paul Schorr III Dr. Kirk Lewis, M.D. Hugh Hunt 
such action, Lincoln Omaha Blair 

“He has the attitude I like all play- President Vice President Secretary 
ers to have,” says Thomas. “He’s go- 
ing to go out there and give 100 
percent. He gets the job done.’ 

Despite being less than aggressive 
in person, Sledge can turn into a 
ae tee ee stipe jersey Ne. Contact Don Bryant 116 South Stadium, University 

Tenopir claims Sledge exemplifies of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68588 (472-2263) for information. 


a Nebraska offensive lineman. 

“Bob is just an example of the rest 
of them,” Tenopir says. ‘“They all fall 
into the same mold. They know the 
job that has to be done. When the ball 
is snapped, they come out with a 
nasty attitude. That’s the way vou like 
them,” 


Maintaining tradition for Husker WE "RE 
offensive linemen, Sledge wore an un- 
usual haircut for a while. He sported 
a flattop, He has now let his hair grow O N YO U R TEAM = 


out somewhat. 


Nebraska's Largest Donor Group 


Lou Roper 
Lincoln 
Treasurer 


sun 
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_ “Maybe I look a little more civi- No matter what your game, you can count 
lized,” says Sledge, but he warned, “I on Mass Mutual to support your success. 
might go back to it. 

Sledge realizes he must eventually 
quit playing football. Ifan opportunity 
in the professional ranks presents it- The Omaha Agency The Lincoln Agency 
. , a sanaate “p Site Th L. Wilkinson, Ge | Agent Jack C bell, CLU, ChFC, General Agent 
self, he'll play. Othe rwise, “I’m not go bai hry Dotigs eer gen ac ig Str Bao Net cae gen 
ing to push it. Omaha, Nebraska 68114 Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 


Wher his football career does end, (402) 397-8600 (402) 475-1600 
Sledge plans to immediately reduce 
his weight. He hopes to use his busi- 
ness administration degree to some- 
day own his own business. 

At least one more football season 
remains in Bob Sledge’s future, but he 
sets no goals, 

“There’s always a little more that 
you want,” he says. “You're always 
looking for something better. I’m We insure success. 
satisfied with where I am now.’ Massachusetts Mutual Life insurance Company and Subsidiaries, Springfield, MA 01111 

He doesn’t sound like a disappoint- 
ed football player anymore. 
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Mark Owens 


Big Eight Sports Writers 
Vote on the Best — Off the Field 


THERE'S MORE TO THE BIG EIGHT FOOTBALL STORY 
THAN TOUCHDOWNS AND FIRST DOWNS. 


All it takes is a little upset stomach, 
and your favorite team could be in for 
a long day. 


Not to pick on Keith Jackson of 


ABC-Sports, but let’s say he’s got a 
chunk of potato salad in his gut, and 
it has the consistency of a deflated 
football. As the cameras roll, Jackson 
might say, “Whoa boy, I’ve never seen 
a team this sour. Their execution to- 
day is just indigestable. With the way 
those young studs are playing, I'll bet 
their coach has a knot in his stomach. 
It’s enough to make you throw up 
your arms in disgust.’ 

Maybe, just maybe, Jackson doesn't 
really despise your favorite team all 
that much. It just could be that Jack- 
son’s theoretical report on a college 
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football game is influenced by much 
more than action on the field. Maybe 
rancid potato salad he ate for lunch 
has helped cause what most fans just 
loathe, which is a perceived bias 
against their beloved team. Sounds 
crazy, but it’s possible. Sports writers 
and broadcasters, from the Big Eight 
and across the nation are human, too. 


Their office is the pressbox, and if 


they come to work with a smile on 
their face, then the game, the teams 
and their reports can all go a little 
smoother. 

So, when the media covers Big 
Fight football, are they smiling toothy 
smiles or grumbling? There's only one 
way to find out and that’s to ask, 
Which brings us to the Best and 


Make aagem ad 
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Worst of Big Eight football, from 
stadium food to locker room accomo- 
dations and beyond, just about any- 
thing that can affect how the media 
perceive the “big picture” of Big 
Eight football. All from the media's 
point of view. By polling writers and 
broadcasters, it’s clear that the land 
of the Big Reds and Little Sixes offers 
off-the-field observations that can be 
fun or funny or just plain funky. 

Which Big Eight head coach is the 
easiest to reach for an interview? 

Running neck-and-neck, it’s Barry 
Switzer of Oklahoma and Iowa State’s 
effervescent Jim Walden. 

The consensus is that on-the-go 
Switzer will talk if you can catch him 
and Walden will talk if he can catch 
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you. Though Switzer generally can 
put on a rather intimidating front to 
the media, he’s also the type who 
finds it hard to say ‘“‘no’’ Depending 
on his mood, the resulting quotes can 
be striking or old-hat. Walden, 
however, has made a whole-hearted 
effort to improve media relations in 
Ames following the departure of 
former head coach Jim Criner, who 
had become a tad caustic in his final 
days with ISU. 

He wants to be quoted. 

At the other end of the spectrum, 
Tom Osborne is still a toughie to 
catch. Busy like most head coaches 
are, Osborne generally sticks to 
Nebraska's in-season policy of doing 
interviews only after practices, during 
Tuesday news conferences and on 
game weekends. Most other Big Eight 
coaches grant office-hours interviews. 
Otherwise, it’s catch-as-catch-can 
with Osborne. 

However, that’s not all bad. 


Says one Big Eight football writer, 
“Once you get him, Osborne’s very 
informative and probably knows as 
much about what's going on with the 
other conference schools as anybody. 
Osborne doesn’t try to avoid you, he 
just stays within the rules for the most 
part.” 

Another writer feels that’s okay: 
“Yeah, well I'd have a lot more time 
for interviews if I was head coaching 
at Iowa State. The line of reporters 
outside the head coach’s office in 
Ames is a lot shorter than it is in Lin- 
coln. I can live with that.” 

The rest of the Big Eight coaches 
fall somewhere in between, for bet- 
ter or worse, according to the media. 

Pat Jones, Oklahoma State: “Talks 
way too fast.’ 

Bill McCartney, Colorado: “You get 
a distinct nice-guy image from the 
football program in Boulder about 
McCartney, and he is accessible, but 
once you get him, he can turn 


hostile.” 

Woody Widenhofer, Missouri: 
“This will be the decisive year for 
Missouri and Woody, because until 
now they haven’t won enough games 
to have to bother with many in- 
terviews.” 

Stan Parrish, Kansas State: “If 
you've got the time, he’s got the in- 
terview.” 

Finally, the jury is still out on new 
Kansas Coach Glen Mason, 

What Big Eight school has the best 
home-team locker facilities? 

This is where a lot of interviews 
used to take place. More often these 
days, the media get stories in desig- 
nated “conference rooms,” but many 
of those post-game quotes still come 
from the dressing room. 

Not surprisingly, the big guys — 
Oklahoma and Nebraska — lead the 
way. ““They’re like cover spreads out 
of Better Homes and Gardens,’ says 
one scribe. 
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Best and Worst 


What Big Eight school has the 
most cramped visitors locker room? 

Radio, television and print report- 
ers usually have more access to play- 
ers and coaches in the visitors 
dressing area as universities will oc- 
casionally take a play-it-by-ear ap- 
proach to interviews on the road, 
However, visitors quarters are notori- 
ously homely throughout college 
football. 

The Big Eight is no exception. 

The winner (or is it loser?) in this 
category is Oklahoma State by a hair 
with Nebraska running a close se- 
cond, Most sports journalists had 
strong memories of Stillwater; 

“A demilitarized zone.” 

“A shoebox, size 6-A.” 

“You go to Stillwater and you're al- 
ready down by three to seven points 
just by getting dressed there. It’s 
depressing for the media, so only God 
knows what the poor visitors must 
endure?’ 

At Nebraska, the architectural de- 


sign of the visitors quarters fascinates 
some folks. “D.X. Bible probably 


made the blueprints on the back of 


a soiled jersey and then had the fresh- 
man team build it by hand. It’s got 
ample space if your traveling squad 
consists of 5-foot-7 and 150-pound 
punters and extra-point holders. Peo- 
ple don’t seem to understand what a 
true miracle it is that Oklahoma has 
been able to win up there.’ 

Not all the Big Eight schools es- 
caped scrutiny. Says an out-of-town 
writer of his trip to Boulder, “Two 
years ago, a young kid reporter was 
standing on a chair in front of me be- 
cause the place was jammed, and not 
because there were a lot of journalists 
in there, He toppled backwards and 
wiped me out. I hurt my back and 
missed some usable quotes by Bob 
Valesente, which, at the time, was ex- 
traordinary,”’ 

Which Big Eight school serves the 
best pressbox lunches? 

There's a long-standing tradition 


among sports teams, both pro and col- 
lege, that meals of some sort should 
be served at games, lest sports writers 
and broadcasters become more irrita- 
ble than they might already be. Some 
schools — preparing feasts and splen- 
did desserts — take this project more 
seriously than others, And some 
sports writers — eating everything in 
sight — take it more seriously than 
others. However, some news organi- 
zations disdain this ritual and contend 
their reporters will become behold- 
en to the teams if they eat their food. 
So they abstain. 

They are the exceptions. 

Overall, the whole pressbox lunch 
episode is hardly a serious matter for 
most, but food — no matter where it’s 
served — is always a hot topic. So, 
within the Big Eight, the chief chef 
has been picked and it's Colorado. 
Not because the Buffs and Sports In- 
formation Director Dave Plati serve 
gourmet food, it’s just that CU pre- 
pares a lot of it, with plenty of var- 


DON’T JUST THREATEN TO SEND 
YOUR KIDS TO BOYS TOWN. 


Come along yourself. Have a great time exploring the National Historic Landmark campus, 
one of Nebraska’ top tourist attractions. They'll love our Hall of History —a museum about children, 


Movies, life-size figures, a circus wagon, and more are used to tell the 70-year history of 
Boys Town’ care for abused, neglected, and handicapped children. 


Enjoy our tree-shaded picnic grounds. Then visit the Father Flanagan Historic Home, , 
Dowd Memorial Chapel, and the Two Brothers Statue. 


Admission and guided tours are free. Stop at our Visitors Center, 
136th and West Dodge Road, for a map and information. 


Open daily, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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iety. Plus. . . 


“They don’t spy on you to see if 


you're going back for seconds,” says 
a writer, 

No school was singled out as the 
worst of pressbox lunch preparers, but 
there was one no-no mentioned time 
and again by the scribes: no matter 
where's it’s served, beware of the 
potato salad. 

Which of the Big Eight schools has 
the most fetching cheerleaders? 

Since most sports reporters are 
men and most of the Big Eight games 
last year were lopsided enough to 
cause one’s mind to wander, it stands 
to reason that many a pair of binocu- 
lars strayed from the hash marks to 
the sidelines. And the competition 
here was close, so they say: 

“Last year, it was a tossup between 
Oklahoma State, which is rebounding 
after a few down years, Oklahoma, 
which has the luxury of both a cheer- 
leading entourage and a ya-ul squad, 
and Iowa State, which has a far superi- 
or cheerleading team compared to its 
football team.” 

“Oklahoma has definitely passed 
Oklahoma State.” 

“Nebraska had one gal named their 
homecoming queen, and she'd have 
to rate as the Big Eight Most Valua- 
ble Cheerleader.’ 

But there are also skeptics. 

“Tf they're not covered by the 25-90 
scholarship limits, I’m not interested 
in ‘em.” 

Which school has the prettiest 
campus? 

Surprisingly, the choice among 
sports reporters was not Colorado. 
Almost to a man, here’s their reason: 

“Colorado's campus is a junk yard, 
but everything else around it is un- 
believably beautiful and that makes 
for lovely trips to Boulder but pretty 
blah atmosphere once you get there.’ 

The winner in a surprise upset is 
— Kansas. For those who have been 
there, the gently rolling hills on cam- 
pus and the always-green landscaping 
make Lawrence a peaceful example 
of what American college campuses 
should look like. 

Here’s how the rest of the Big Eight 
campuses stack up. 

“I like Colorado, Yes, there are 


parts of the Boulder campus that are 
junky, but it’s Rocky Mountain junky, 
which beats Manhattan junky any 
day.” 

“Stillwater is very well kept, very 
neat and very clean. But it still looks 
like an Army base to me.” 

“There's something very, well, how 
shall [ say — average — about 
Norman.” 

“Right around the stadium in 


Columbia, it’s got a great atmosphere, 
with the bow] on one end and the hill. 
The stadium would look a heckuva lot 
nicer, though, if they’d pay somebody 
to pick up all those white rocks in the 
end zone and just paint a huge ‘M’ 
there. I've always half expected some 
lunatic fan to start grabbing those 
white rocks and start throwing them 
at Barry Switzer or something.” 
Best fans? 


What a Difference! 
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Here’s one category that’s got to be 
broken down into even smaller 
categories. Otherwise, nobody would 
win in the eyes of Big Eight sports 
reporters. The first problem is that 
Big Red fans, both in Norman and 
Lincoln, tend to only stake their claim 
as “best fans” when there’s a big-time 
showdown to be played. Second, 
schools like Oklahoma State and 
Colorado often have great fans in at- 
tendance, but it’s just that there aren't 
many of them. And can you really say 
they have the “best” fans if they never 
show up? So, here are the sub-topics. 

Best big-game fans? 

A runaway, of course, with Oklaho- 
ma and Nebraska fans dominating the 
rest of the league, just like their 
teams. Some examples of what the 
reporters think... 

“Oklahoma-Texas and Oklahoma- 
Nebraska is as good as you're going 
to see in the Midwest, year-in and 
year-out.” 


“There simply hasn’t been a better 
college atmosphere than the 1986 
OU-Nebraska game. Those schools 
have the best combination of unin- 
hibited students and lunatic fringe 
alumni.” 

Best year-round fans? 

Here, the competition is fairly stiff. 
The Huskers and Sooners got their 
share of votes, mostly because of their 
habitual sellouts and in spite of rather 
blah fan enthusiasm for run-of-the- 
mill games. 

Colorado got high marks, and OSU, 
too. 

But not Kansas. 

“Bless their hearts, Jayhawk fans 
are so patient to put up with football 
until it’s basketball season.” 

“T have generally presumed, 
though I’ve rever paid attention, that 
they don’t pass out game programs in 
Lawrence. They pass out game pil- 
lows instead.” 

Of the Cowboys, one scribe says: 
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“OSU fans don’t really get involved 
with football games at Stillwater. 
Shoot, they’re just waiting to hear the 
OU scores over the PA so they can 
boo.” 

“T’ve said it before, and I'll say it 
again, those Nebraska fans must be 
100 years old because they sure don’t 
make any noise most of the time. Now, 
I'll give ‘em credit for being pretty 
loud 100-year-olds for Oklahoma, but 
that’s about all.” 

And OU? “If Switzer’s not got ’em 
scoring in the 50s, the fans just sit on 
their hands.” 

So, who could possibly qualify as 
the most supportive, day-in and day- 
out fans? Try Colorado, and here’s 
why one reporter thinks they should 
get the nod: “Eighty-five percent of 
the students are bombed before they 
ever get to the game, and 75 percent 
of the alums are crocked. So it gets 
incredibly crazy. It doesn’t matter 
who the Buffs are playing because I 
don’t think the fans can tell anyway. 
It does get real quiet, though, at half- 
time when everyone goes to the rest- 
rooms.” 

However, when it comes to the 
more serious business of doing their 
jobs, sports reporters rely heavily on 
each schools’ sports publicity office. 
This is no laughing matter. 

So the ultimate question is. . . 

Which Big Eight school has the 
best-run sports information office? 

Since Nebraska and Oklahoma ob- 
viously have more sports information 
to distribute, it’s not surprising to ex- 
pect them to get a lot of votes, which 
they did. But Mike Treps of OU and 
Don Bryant have some stiff competi- 
tion from Doug Vance of Kansas — 
that’s right, KU. 

Here are the verdicts. 

Nebraska: “The Huskers have the 
best media guide in the Big Eight, bar 
none. It’s got more information than 
anybody, and it’s better organized.” 

“Nebraska’s got a nice, roomy 
pressbox. Plus, they’re fast with game- 
day stats.” 

“Nebraska ranks up there pretty 
good, but they never have enough 
cookies at halftime.’ 

Oklahoma: “OU does a fine job, 
but their pressbox chairs are mon- 


strosities.” 

“If you're doing a feature on a 
coach or player, they'll make it hap- 
pen. It’s all so easy with the Oklaho- 
ma people.” 

“OU’s big thrill is getting its me- 
dia guide out before anybody else. But 
I'd rather they put it out later and put 
more information in it. The way it is 
now, they could use it as a prize in 
boxes of Post Toasties. It’s that small.” 

But there’s an occasional knock 
against the Big Reds. Even though 
both Oklahoma and Nebraska have 
been recognized nationally for their 
top-notch pressbox work and general 
excellence, sometimes the little guys 
feel lost. From the smaller daily 
newspapers and broadcast stations 
comes a repeated squeak. 

“T feel lost in a land of giants in 
Norman,” says one scribe. “I get the 
feeling just because I’m from a small 
paper, I’m kind of on my own com- 
pared to a Sports Illustrated or Los 
Angeles Times. And I know those guys 
really are big-time sports writers. But 
I’ve got a job to do too.” 


Sighs and groans come out of 


Nebraska, too, along the same lines, 
even though each writer dutifully ac- 
knowledges that the Sooners and 
Huskers face far more demands from 
the national media than other Big 
Eight schools, including Kansas, 
which gets most of the nice-guy votes. 

Kansas: “KU falls into the happy 
medium category,” says a veteran 
reporter. “They're professional in 
what they do. They try to help. Their 
media guide's all right, plus they're 
pretty fast in the pressbox. Nice place, 
all around, even though you've got to 
admit their requests from the media 
are non-existent compared to OU and 
Nebraska.’ 


So there vou have it. The Sooners | 


and Huskers not surprisingly 
dominate most of the “bests” but still 
claim some of the “worsts” in the 
overall picture that sports writers and 
broadcasters see. Even with some 
competition here and there from 
OSU, Colorado and Missouri (not un- 
like this vear’s football race), the Big 
Reds are still the schools most likely 
to leave a good taste in the media’s 
mouth. 
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Nebraska’s Red-White game ended 
ho-hum style without many wild or 
goose-pimply plays that got the crowd 
of 30,000 worked up into a lather, but 
there was some immortality to be 
shared, Hundreds, if not thousands, 
of boys and girls, aunts and uncles, 
even moms and dads mingled after 


the game to grab countless shreds of 


satisfaction. Maybe the White team 
couldn't catch Morgan Gregory on his 
59-yard punt return, but more than 
a few Husker fans got a piece of him, 
For both players and fans alike, it is 
a strange yet wonderful ritual; 
Gregory and teammates like him gave 
away tiny pieces of themselves in the 
form of autographs. 

Autographs mean a lot to Nebras- 
ka’s fans and football players. 

“Tt’s amazing,” says redshirt fresh- 


Mark Owens 
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man wingback Nate Turner from Mt. 
Carmel High School in Chicago, “I 
knew when I came here that football 
was popular in Nebraska, but I had no 
idea it was this popular. Last spring 
I didn’t even suit up for the Red- 
White game — I was just standing on 
the sideline in street clothes, But af- 
ter the game was over I was mobbed 
by kids asking for autographs, and | 
must have signed 200, It took forever 
to get out of the stadium, and my par- 
ents had come over for the game and 
they couldn't believe it either. People 
back in Chicago can’t believe me 
when I tell them how much attention 
the fans give football players, But it’s 
true. [It was a pleasant surprise.’ 

If you ask the Huskers they'll say, 
almost to a man, that signing auto- 
graphs is a 99,9 percent wonderful 


Autographs 


FEW HUSKER FRESHMEN EVER EXPECT 
THE FAN ATTENTION THEY RECEIVE. BUT AT 
NEBRASKA, IT’S JUST A SIGN OF THE TIMES. 
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time. 

“Twas here on my recruiting visit, 
and people just came up to me for an 
autograph,” says All-American line- 
backer Broderick Thomas. “I thought 
to myself, ‘Are these people crazy? 
I'm just a high school kid!’ But I really 
like it. When I was a kid, Moses Ma- 
lone was playing for the Houston 
Rockets, and I asked him for his au- 
tograph, but he said, ‘No! and that 
really hurt me. So now, [ never turn 
down kids. Maybe the only bad time 
to ask for an autograph is after a loss 
or when we're running late for team 
meetings, and then I might talk my 
way out of it with an adult. But kids, 
anytime. The best time, of course, is 
after a win. But for me, any time is a 
good time.” 

Not surprisingly, Thomas is proba- 
bly Nebraska's top autograph target, 
and since coming to Lincoln, he says 
he’s signed 300,000 and going on a 
million.” 

It may be only about half the foot- 
ball players who actually have gotten 
somebody else’s autograph. Some, 
naturally, have been so busy in their 
own sports careers that their coaches 
or dads or older brothers have been 
their heroes. Others, like Thomas and 
Turner, have gotten and still keep au- 
tographs. 

“Earl Campbell?’ says Thomas. 
“We used to lift weights together.’ 

For Turner, it was a Chicago Bear, 
still tucked away for posterity in 
Turner’s personal scrapbook at home. 

Signing some autographs can have 
more impact than others. 

“At Coffeyville Junior College, we 
didn’t get asked often at all,” says free 
safety Tim Jackson. “If anything, it 
was probably more the instructors 
who would ask you for autographs. 
But this one time, it was just a girl | 
had class with in my last year, even be- 
fore I decided to transfer to Nebras- 
ka. She said she wanted my autograph 
not because I was a star at Coffeyville 
so much as she thought I was going 
to make it to the big time someday. 
I'll never forget that.” 

Players like Jackson and fellow CJC 
tranfer and current NU fullback 
Bryan Carpenter have a unique view 


of Nebraska’s mania for autographs, 
especially Jackson, who also attend- 
ed Kansas State. 

“Gosh, I don’t think I got asked 
three or four times while I was at 
Kansas State,” Jackson recalls. “The 
first time it happened I was on my 
recruiting visit with some other high 
school guys, and we stayed at the 
Holiday Inn. We walked down the 
hall to go to a recruiting dinner or 
something, and a group of college 
girls walked up to us — get this — 
and asked if we're basketball players. 
We had to tell ‘em the truth. They 
didn’t really hold the football players 
in very high regard at Kansas State.” 

After the Red-White game, it was 
clear NU autographs were prized. 

“Who'd you get?” 

“Let’s see, I got a Broderick Tho- 
mas, and over here is a Dana Brin- 
son,” says an NU coed, turning her 
game program up and down and side- 
ways to read her treasure. 

“Who else?” 

“T also got a Jake Young and a Ter- 
ry Rodgers.” 

“Those are pretty good.” 

“Yeah,” she says, turning to explain, 
“T got ‘em for my niece.’ 

Adults seem to say that a lot: “I got 
‘em for my (fill in the blank).” 

But some adults don’t beat around 
the bush. 

“Oh I've definitely seen the 


coaches give out autographs,’ says 


Turner, who guesses he’s signed close 
to 1,000 autographs in his two years. 
“Mostly it’s the adults who'll ask the 
coaches, But they just don’t draw the 
crowds like we do. We get the kids.’ 

If WC. Fields had seen the feed- 
ing frenzy after the Red-White game, 
he'd probably have fainted, consider- 
ing his fabled intolerence for rug rats. 

Turner, for example, was surround- 
ed, and his smiling face was hidden 
by shaking game programs, notebooks 
and scraps of paper. 

“Can I have your wristbands?” 

“Can I have your chinstrap?” 

“Can I have your glove?” 

Turner was half dressed by day’s 
end. 

“Sometimes they do get a little ag- 
gressive,’ he says. “But they don't 
mean any harm, and it’s important to 
them. Basically, it comes down to that 
they think you’re neat, even if they 
don’t know your name. Let’s be 
honest, it is nice for your ego.” 

It’s natural that one’s ego would be 
massaged by immortality, for it’s quite 
possible — as both Turner and Tho- 
mas have seen — that today’s auto- 
graphs will eventually become a 
cherished scrapbook of the 2lst 
century, 

(A tip for autograph hounds: the 
ideal time to get a Husker signature 
will be Aug. 13, when Nebraska hosts 
its annual photo day, open to the 
public.) 
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Mighty Jake Young 


POTENTIAL HAS GIVEN WAY TO REALITY, AND NEBRASKA‘S 
_ JUNIOR CENTER HEADS FULL-BORE TOWARD STARDOM, 


Mickey Joseph calls Young “weird.” Coach Milt Tenopir prefers 
“tenacious,” and Dave Rimington simply says “great.” 
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Jake Young has gone into a gym, 
out of curiosity, several times and 
tried to duplicate the shot. 

The result is always the same. “I 
don’t think I’ve even hit the back- 
board,” he said after football practice 
one day this spring. “I'll never be able 
to do that again, 

“Tt was a once-in-a-lifetime thing.” 

Young was recalling the day he hit 
a shot from midcourt at halftime of a 
Texas Tech-Texas A&M_ basketball 
game in Lubbock, Texas. He was a 
senior at Robert E. Lee High School 
in Midland, Texas, at the time, on a 
recruiting visit to the Texas Tech 
campus. 

He had purchased a program that 
contained a lucky number, entitling 
him to compete in the halftime con- 
test sponsored by a local bank. Each 
contestant attempted three shots, 
from the free throw line, the top of the 
circle and halfcourt. 

The half-court shot was worth the 
interest on $1 million for a week, 
more than $2,000, to anyone who 
could make it. And Young, who made 
the free throw and missed from the 
top of the key, did. “It was purely 
luck,” he said. “I never had an inkling 
it would go in. 

“Tt was a total surprise.’ 

Young’s surprise eventually turned 
to disappointment. All he got from 
the experience was national media at- 
tention. He never collected the 
$2,000 prize. 

The NCAA ruled that he couldn't 
accept the money and still be eligi- 
ble for intercollegiate athletic compe- 
tition. 

Figuratively speaking, as well as 
literally, Young has paid a significant 
price to get where he is now. 
However, Nebraska’s junior center 
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doesn’t regret it, not a bit. He’s 
philosophical about the NCAA’s rul- 
ing. “I guess you can’t really miss 
something you never had. Sure, I'd 
like to have the money,” Young said. 
“But it was fun.” 

Besides, barring the unforeseen, 
there’s bound to be a lot more money 
than that in Young’s future. He’s given 
himself plenty of options, both on the 
football field and off it. 

He’s a student and an athlete, and 
you can take your pick in what order. 

Last fall, he was named to the Col- 
lege Sports Information Directors of 
America District VII All-Academic 
team, earning a 3.52 grade-point aver- 
age in finance. 

He also was second-team All-Big 
Eight, an honor even more impressive 
when you consider he was the first 
“true” sophomore to start in Nebras- 
ka’s offensive line since 1973. 

Young already is one of the most 
dominant centers in the conference, 
if not the country, according to Milt 
Tenopir, who coaches the Corn- 
huskers’ offensive line. “I don’t think 
there’s any question,” Tenopir said. 

“As far as we're concerned, Jake’s 
as good a center as we've seen of the 
people we've played against. Publici- 
ty and national attention don’t always 
come because of performance. Some- 
times, it’s who gets the most ink. But 
he’s going to be outstanding if every- 
thing holds up for him. Jake’s definite- 
ly at the top of his class as a center.” 

And, of course, as a student. 

“T think he was a 4.2 (grade-point 
average) student out of high school. 
I don’t know how you could be one 
of those. I guess he took a lot of 
honors courses where they gave bo- 
nus points so he had better than a 4.0 
average.’ Coach Tom Osborne said. 

A 4.0 average is perfect in many 
high school grading systems. 

Young is driven by a desire for per- 
fection, both in his studies and in his 
performance as a football player. 

He was All-District and All-State at 
Midland Lee, the school from which 
Nebraska recruited All-American 
tight end Junior Miller. The Dallas 
Morning News rated him the No. 3 
high school offensive lineman in the 
state as a senior. Cornhusker tackle 


Despite 
shoulder 
surgery, Young 
is expected 
next fall to be 
at 100 
percent, or 
in his case, 
100 miles 
an hour. 


Doug Glaser, a junior starter from 
Mesquite, Tex., was No. 2 on the 
Morning News list. 

But Young’s desire, his unrelenting 
intensity, was probably the charac- 
teristic that attracted most college 
recruiters to him. 

“Jake goes 100 miles an hour on ev- 
ery play,’ said Tenopir, probably the 
most vocal of Young’s many support- 
ers. “He had that the day he got here. 
You never see him loaf on a play in 
practice. He goes all out and when 
practice is over, he’s spent. He doesn’t 
save anything. 

“He’s just a unique kid. You look 
at him and you wouldn't think he 
could do the things he does. That’s 
the thing in evaluating kids on film — 
you just don’t know what their men- 
tal makeup is, the heart and stamina. 


“Jake’s the most tenacious in- 
dividual I’ve ever seen. He gives us 
a different dimension there (center). 
He's very aggressive and makes the 
others (in the line) aggressive.” 

Young, who stands 6-foot-5 and 
weighs 260 pounds, came to Nebras- 
ka as a 235-pound offensive guard. 
When he arrived, Tenopir called him 
“the most advanced offensive lineman 
(for his age) we've had in the 13 years 
I’ve been here. 

“Jake’s got the type of intensity to 
project great things. The kid has the 
potential to be a truly great one, in the 
category of an Outland Trophy or 
Lombardi Award winner,’ Tenopir 
said. 

As a freshman, Young played in 
junior varsity games but practiced 
with the varsity and played in some 
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varsity games. Not even Dave Riming- 
ton, an All-America center who won 
two Outland Trophies and a Lom- 
bardi Award, played in Nebraska's line 
his first fall. 

Rimington probably could have. 
But a knee injury forced him to red- 
shirt as a freshman and enabled him 
to get a spring's worth of experience 
before he lined up with the Corn- 
husker varsity, 

Before Young, the last offensive 
lineman at Nebraska who avoided a 
redshirt was Rik Bonness, an All- 
American center in 1974 and 1975. 

Bonness also was an excellent stu- 
dent, earning Academic All-American 
recognition as a senior, 

Determination and athletie ability 
aren't always enough to succeed as a 
college football player. 

“The mental part of the game is 
somewhat limiting. There are some 
who have the physical ability to play 
as freshmen, but they don’t have the 
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ability to pick it up fast enough,” Os- 
borne said. 

“That doesn't necessarily mean in- 
telligence. Sometimes, kids are smart 
in school, but they don’t seem to have 
enough football instincts or they 
haven't played in a good enough (high 
school) program to pick it up.” 

Young, who picked Nebraska over 
Texas and Texas Christian, had the 
necessary instincts, the football savvy. 

He was recruited by the Corn- 
huskers with center in mind but he 
preferred guard and didn't move to 
center until last spring, after the po- 
sition was depleted by knee injuries 
to John Nichols and Chris O’Gara. 

Rimington, a first-round National 
Football League draft choice and now 
an All-Pro center for the Cincinnati 
Bengals, spent some time helping 
Young adjust to his new position, 

“T think the kid’s going to be great.” 
said Rimington. 

“He has the physical potential. He’s 


exceptionally quick, And I wish I had 
the height he has.’ 

Young’s transition to center wasn't 
without its problems, however, He 
spent considerable time after practice 
with quarterback Steve Taylor, snap- 
ping the ball. “You can look great do- 
ing everything else, but if the 
quarterback doesn’t have the ball, it 
won't matter,’ Rimington said. 

Getting in synch with a quarter- 
back takes repetition, day after day. 

Rimington told Young just to relax, 
which was easier said than done, 

Young's development as a center 
was delayed by a broken leg, suffered 
in a pass protection drill three days 
after he was promoted to No, 1 on the 
depth chart for the first time. 

Young stayed in Lincoln last sum- 
mer to rehabilitate the leg. He 
worked out regularly in the weight 
room, the swimming pool and on the 
Cybex. At times, his patience wore 
thin. 
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“Some days [ was down and out 
and I didn’t know if (d ever be ready 
to play again,” he said, 

Young is extremely quick off the 
ball, so quick, in fact, it often seems 
as if he’s offsides. “I don’t think that’s 
possible, although IT am able to start 
moving forward at the same time I’m 
snapping the bal] back,” he said. 

That quickness contributed to 
problems he and Taylor had with 
snaps early last season. “We had a 
couple of fumbles against UCLA.” 
said Young, “But that was my fault. I 
wasn't getting the ball back far 
enough. The coaches changed my 
stance to correct the problem.” 

That centers and quarterbacks 
need considerable repetition with 
snaps was evident again this spring 
when freshman Mickey Joseph had 
difficulty handling Young’s snaps. 
“He's a weird center,’ Joseph said af- 
ter one scrimmage, 

Joseph meant no disrespect, 

Unique would have been a better 
word for Young’s ability as a center, 
“As far as what we require out of a 
center, the finesse things, the scram- 
ble blocking, Jake would be pretty 
hard to beat. He's very talented in that 
way,’ said Tenopir. “He’s got a 
tremendous knowledge of the (col- 
lege) game for the short time he’s 
been here.” 

Occasionally, Young’s enthusiasm 
hampers as much as helps his play. It 
can be a kind of double-edged sword. 

He needs to learn to pace himself, 
according to Tenopir. That’s an area 
in which he’s improved since last 
season. 

“Jake knows better when he has to 
go all-out and bust his tail?’ Tenopir 
said. “He's learned on draws and pass 
pro, that type of thing, to be less ag- 
gressive, to have a better base on him. 
He’s a better technique player. Plus, 
he’s gotten stronger. 

“T could see that a lot (during the 
spring) when he went one-on-one 
against our guys (middle guards), 
They didn’t just plow him over’ 

Young isn’t satisfied with the 
degree to which his strength has im- 
proved, 

“T need to get a great deal 
stronger,” he said. “I’m working at it. 


Hopefully, it's going to come: 


Even though he’s the youngest of 


the returning starters in Nebraska's 
offensive line, Young will be a leader 
this fall, just by his presence. 

“T think the temperament of a Jake 
Young permeates the rest of the kids. 
He's a go-getter, and I’ve seen him im- 
prove our inside people (guards) just 
because they work alongside him, 
They enjoy it. They all like a little 
faster pace.” said Tenopir. 

Young defers to those around him. 
He doesn’t hide the respect he has for 
his teammates in the line, seniors 
Andy Keeler, John Nelson and Bob 
Sledge, and junior Jeff Anderson. 
“T’ve learned with lots of help from 
other players?’ he said. 

Young is far from complacent. 

“T’ve got to keep working,” he said. 
“T want to get to the point where | 
can say I’m one of the better players, 
and I'm playing with guys like Andy, 
Bob, John and Doug (Glaser) who 
have reached that point. They're all 
awfully good players. And I learn from 
them. 

“T want to keep improving, not hit 
any plateaus. It really helps me that 
everybody helps each other out. We 
like each other. ..1 think.” 

Young laughed as only those whose 
future is bright can laugh. 

He's well on the way to earning a 
place on the list of the best centers 
in Cornhusker history, joining 
Rimington, Bonness, Mark  Tray- 
nowicz, Bill Lewis, Tom Davis, Tom 
Novak, Charles Brock and Lawrence 
Ely, all of whom were All-Americans. 

But if football doesn't work out, 
about as likely as Kansas State win- 
ning the Big Eight championship this 
fall, there’s always a business career. 

“I'm here first of all to get an edu- 
cation. That’s why they brought me 
here,” said Young. 

He’s met most of his general edu- 
cation requirements and can now 
concentrate on classes in his major. In 
the fall, “itll pretty much be all 
business.” 

Young meant most of his courses 
will be in the business college. But 
you could take his remark at face 
value. He's all business, He’s paid the 
price, and he'll continue to do so. 
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Coach's 
Choice 


COACHES MUST OFTEN 
PICK BETWEEN THE 
CONSISTENT VETERAN 
AND THE GIFTED BUT 
GREEN YOUNGSTER. 


In their recruiting endeavors, col- 
lege football coaches admittedly place 
a high priority on luring “the best ath- 
lete” to their campus. 

They scour the country for these 
glittering blue chippers: prep All- 
Americans; record-setting passers, 
runners and receivers; fast, rangy line- 
men and elite kickers, 

The criteria for these thorough- 
breds are a litany of top skills: raw 
speed, quick feet, a 35- to 37-inch ver- 
tical leap, upper-body strength, a 
strong passing arm and quick release, 
instinctive running ability, good 
hands, good eye-foot-ball coverage 
coordination, ete, 

Funny thing, though, once the 
head coach assembles his younger 
hotshots, and blends them with his 
veteran players, the tapestry of his 
team is woven around the steady, con- 
sistent, if unspectacular, performers. 

Nebraska’s Tom Osborne is no ex- 
ception to this approach, 

“You have to go with the consisten- 
cy, as opposed to the raw talent,” says 
the red-headed Husker boss, with the 
hindsight of 15 head-coaching seasons 
and 15 bow! trips. 
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Bill Callahan 
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Early on at least, what Osborne is 
proclaiming is that his “best athletes” 
are no guaranteed cinch to lead 
Nebraska to the promised land of Top 
10 tenancy, a major bowl invitation 
and maybe a shot at the national 
championship. 

Progression on the Cornhuskers’ 
depth charts is based on a grading sys- 
tem that awards a 2.0 for a perfect 


Il-back is one position where 
Nebraska will have a spectrum 
of youthful enthusiasm 
(Terry Rodgers, above) and 
veteran experience. 


performance in scrimmages or games. 

“If a player is 95 percent effective, 
then he would grade to a 1.97" Os- 
borne says. “We figure 1.85 for any 
athlete indicates that he is good 
enough to play, 

“If he has great talent, too, to go 
with his grade, then that’s fine. But if 
a player with definite raw talent 
makes a mistake every third play, 
that’s a breakdown which hurts the 
team — and something we can't 
afford.” 

For sure, the “big play” superstars 
are great box-office in any sport. But 
so is a winning program. Among the 
nation’s major college coaches, the 
team concept, so ardently espoused 
by Osborne, is gospel. 

Also in the forefront is Joe Pater- 
no, Penn State’s eminent spokesman 
for college athletic values. 

“Nobody ever really gets good 
without the help of a lot of other peo- 
ple,” says the architect of two nation- 
al championship squads (1952 and 
1986). “Sooner or later, the good ones 
become aware of the fact they need 
their teammates. 

“They may not change character- 
wise — they may still be a little self- 
ish — but they come to the 
realization, ‘Hey, I’d better be a team 
player, or I'm not gonna have a chance 
to show what I can do.” 

Coach LaVell Edwards of Brigham 
Young, who spoofed the skeptics in 
1984 with his national championship 
team, endorses the consistent team 
player. “especially at quarterback. 

“The guy who performs down- 
after-down and doesn’t make mistakes 
is who we go with,” says Edwards, 
whose Cougars have won 11 Western 
Athletic Conference titles, the last 10 
consecutively, and have been involved 
in 12 bowl games. 

Even a relative newcomer to col- 
lege coaching, Missouri’s Woody 
Widenhofer takes a practical look at 
the talent-versus-experience factor in 
selecting his starters. 

“You generally go with the steady 
guy,’ he says. “Coaches who put a lot 
of reliance on ‘potential’ usually wind 
up ‘fired?” 

It's a dilemma that all football 
coaches have encountered through- 


When the 
stakes are 
high, Osborne 
says error-free 
football is 
critical. 


out their careers. Almost uniformly, 
they preach and practice the team 
credo. They bespeak their preference 
for the “good ol’ boy” player — relia- 
ble, experienced and productive — 
over the super-talented younger 
challenger — flashy, spectacular, but 
inconsistent and error-prone. 

But the youthful mavericks will get 
their turn at bat eventually, some 
sooner than others if certain positions 
become depleted. Few coaches will 
ignore inherent ability — unless the 
player's attitude sours completely and 
is disruptive to squad morale. Possi- 
bly, too, the injury bugaboo can im- 
pair or destroy his talents. 

“Tf an individual has a lot of talent,” 
Osborne points out, “you have to 
spend more time in helping him de- 
velop to the point where he can be 
an asset to your team. You would also 
assume that more playing time builds 
greater consistency in the gifted 
person.” 

While Paterno insists he'll “play the 
consistent guy, because in the long 
run, you'll be better off doing that.” 
he predicts his “patience” with the 
super athlete on another, slightly 


whimsical premise. 

“We're talking now about the 
degree of ability?’ says the Nittany 
Lions coach. “The super athlete — 
how super is he? Is he a guy that, in 
three plays, can win a game for you? 
You'd probably have a little more pa- 
tience with that guy.’ 

BYU's Edwards takes a more liber- 
al view toward the eager, enormously 
qualified athlete than perhaps Os- 
borne or Paterno. 

“Guys with talent are the ones you 
ultimately want in a ballgame,” Ed- 
wards says. “If you’ve got a talented 
player, not ready to start, you're go- 
ing to have to work him in, and give 
him a chance to succeed.” 

Or, not succeed, as Don Faurot — 
longtime Mizzou football coach and 
administrator — puts it: “Some play- 
ers deserve a chance to prove that 
they can play, or prove that they can- 
not play.’ 

Todav’s head coaches might well 
differ with Faurot’s philosophy. Still 
a vibrant, clear-thinker at 86 years of 
age, he coached Missouri in an era 
(1935-56) when the game itself was 
less intensified, less demanding, less 
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Coach's Choice 


pressurized — and when football in- 
come was not the financial bulwark 
of the entire men’s and women’s ath- 
letic programs. 

So, except in late-game emergen- 
cies, does a head coach dare experi- 
ment with, or groom, his young, super 
athlete(s) for future stardom in the 
heat of battle — at the expense of a 
proven, consistent veteran? 

Osborne seems to indicate 
way... 

“There’s just a ‘break point’ where 
great athletic ability, or potential, isn’t 
enough,” says the Husker head man, 
“and you have to go with the player 
who is consistent. 

“If vou put 10 guys out there who 
are tuned in to what you're trying to 
do, and one who isn’t, that will cause 
a breakdown in your performance 
that you can’t tolerate. It’s equally im- 
portant to have consistent play at all 
positions.” 

Cougar Coach Edwards agrees 
with Osborne on the need to have sta- 
bility in the offensive line because 
“you're counting on a coordinated ef- 
fort there, and can’t get it done if one 


no 


SSeS 


The BYU staff talked 
LaVell Edwards (left) into starting 
a gifted but erratic quarterback, 
and the Cougars paid for it with 
three losses. Penn State’s Joe 
Paterno (right) says there are 
times to gamble with 
a young stud. 


player is making mistakes. 

“If the more talented guy is a wide 
receiver.’ he adds, “I'd be more in- 
clined to get him in there sooner. A 
dropped pass is not a crucial error. 
But a ball carrier can’t be careless be- 
cause that can hurt you anytime. [ also 
feel that at linebacker and on the 
defensive line, you can bring the other 
guy (super athlete) in.” 

When it comes down to biting the 
bullet, i.e. substituting a questionable, 
big-play producer for a proven start- 
er, Paterno has definite taboos. 

“The guy who is not predictable or 
consistent can kill you,” says the Penn 
State main man, “‘in spots like the 
corners, secondary, quarterback. Par- 


ticularly on defense can he hurt you, 
and at quarterback.’ 

Edwards recalls that in BYU’s 1987 
spring practice “the majority of our 
coaches wanted to go with the quar- 
terback who could deliver the big 
play. I let them talk me into it. 

“Halfway through last season we 
stood 3-and-3. I decided at that point 
to make a quarterback change. We 
won the next six in a row.’ 

The Cougar quarterback who or- 
chestrated the turn-around, inciden- 
tally, was Sean Covey, then a 
sophomore. He's Edwards’ team lead- 
er going into the ’88 season. 

All three coaches acknowledge that 
the swift, game-breaker type has to 
replace the player of ordinary talent 
in late-game situations to salvage a 
victory. 

“There comes a point in some 
games where you have to rely on 
speed,” Osborne concedes, “someone 
who can hit the home run. You're 
forced to take a chance and go with 
the talented athlete.’ 

Enter Paterno. “At this stage, a 
major mistake isn’t going to lose the 
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The Coaches’ Scorecards 


Coach's Choice 


The three coaches whose opin- 
ions are the basis of the accom- 
panying story — Tom Osborne, 
Joe Paterno and LaVell Edwards 
— have 53 years of aggregate ex- 


Even more impressive is their 
huge success rate, establishing 


their profession, 

In fact, Paterno and Osborne 
are separated by an eyelash’s 
width in their career winning 
percentages. The Penn State 
coach has won 80,993 percent of 
his games in 22 seasons. For the 


® 
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perience as head football coaches. 


each solidly in the elite section of 


America’s Greatest Hero or 20 ears! 


Cornhuskers, Osborne's report 
‘ard shows an 80.987 winning 
percentage for 15 seasons. 

BYU's Edwards checks in with 
a 74.7 winning percentage for 16 
campaigns at the Mormon insti- 
tution. 

Paterno’s scorecard shows 207 
wins, 48 losses and 2 ties. Os- 
borne’s teams have won 147, lost 
34 and tied 2, Edwards owns a 
146-49-1 record. 

The trio’s bow] appearances as 
head coaches: Paterno 19, Os- 
borne 15 (all consecutive), and 
Edwards, 12. 


game,” he says. “The game’s been lost 
unless you can do something to win 
it. You could use the super talent in 
that circumstance, as opposed to 
starting the guy who might make 
enough early mistakes to get your 
team down by two TDs.’ 

Obviously, the psychological aspect 
of handling the “best athletes” dur- 
ing their “down” periods requires a 
deft touch by the head coach, One- 
time prep or junior college heroes, 
now lanquishing on the bench, can 
impact on the squad's morale, Tem- 
peraments frazzle easily, Confidence 
and/or performance wane for those 
who once enjoyed the best of times, 
athletically, 

It is a scenario that all head 
coaches have witnessed, time and 
again, while pursuing their quest for 
a winning season, They can only hope 
that the athlete extricates himself 
from the web of disillusionment, 
grows up in the process, regains his 
competitive edge, and ultimately 
achieves academic and_ athletic 
SUCCESS. 

Nationally prominent coaches such 
as Osborne, Paterno, Edwards, Barry 
Switzer, Terry Donahue, Bo Schem- 
bechler, Bobby Bowden and others of 
that stature don’t promise any of their 
recruits a rose garden, 

“If you've given a plaver a reasona- 
ble chance to excel)’ Osborne says, 
“but because of a personality factor, 
a lack of maturity or discipline, or 
whatever, he doesn’t want to play 
within the parameters you and your 
coaches have established, then you 
have to find someone who can make 
the adjustment and contribute to the 
team.” 

“Lack of concentration” is the in- 
consistent plaver’s Cardinal sin, in 
Edwards’ judgment. 

“My reaction depends on what his 
particular problems are, You've got to 
be able to know your people. Ifa kid 
is working hard to improve his skills 
and Jearn the system, vou tend to be 
a little more patient with him. 

“But — if he repeatedly shows a 
lack of concentration, that bothers me 
more than any one thing.” 

Dealing with the “super athlete” 
syndrome, Paterno feels that “there 


must be a limit to your patience be- 
cause the way you handle a kid like 


that has a great impact on the rest of 


your squad, 

“If he isn’t asked to do his share 
and doesn’t work at practice — things 
like that — there'll be other people 
who think they don’t have to work 
either. , .and they don’t have the abil- 
ity of the the super athlete.” 


““You simply just 
play the guy who 
you think will 
make your feam 
most effective.’’ 
— Tom Osborne 


Any discussion, or dissection, of the 
super athlete’s psyche at the college 
level suggests that the head coach's 
role in resolving this ongoing dilem- 
ma is one of his most challenging and 
meaningful duties. 

Indeed, whenever the “blue 
chipper” develops the “blues” or a 
“chip” on his shoulder, a confronta- 
tion with the coach inevitably will fol- 
low. . .either on the practice field, in 
the locker room or in the privacy of 
the coach's office. Even in the best- 
regulated college football families, 
these “showdowns” occur all too fre- 
quently. 

That’s when the coach-counselor, 
having played this same scene 
hundreds of time before, must not be 
too sympathetic, or too arbitrary. Just 
lay it on the line, stressing the team 
concept. 

Profiting from his neophyte years as 
Penn State’s head coach, when he was 
perhaps more lenient with disgrunt- 
led stars, Paterno now can analyze 
the “problem” from the vantage point 
of 22 head-coaching years. 

“T think that most recruits who 
come here now are well aware of the 
fact that this is not the place for a guy 
who wants to be a one-man show. He's 
gonna have to pay his dues, work like 


everybody else, and eventually he'll 
get a lot of rewards. 

“It (football) is a team game. A 
coach has got to really believe that, 
and he’s got to have enough will- 
power not to play the gifted athlete 
who is not a team player.” 

And, as for Nebraska’s Osborne — 
well, he doesn’t forsee any youth- 


(“not really anything dramatic”) in the 
1988 remodeling of his football team. 
His is a more simplistic approach. 

“1 don’t put that much emphasis on 
the big-play athlete.” he says. “You 
simply just play the guy who you 
think will make your team most ef- 
fective.” 

A pretty persuasive theory, — 


versus-experience position 


scraps especially considering the source. 
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HUSKER HOOPS 
Mike Babcock 


Trailing 
With No 
Time-Outs 
Left 


OF ALL THE BATTLES 
DANNY NEE HAS 
FOUGHT AND WON IN 
BASKETBALL, THE MOST 
SATISFYING WIN HAS 
BEEN WITH WIFE JANET. 

SHE BEAT CANCER, 


Janet Nee occasionally has to re- 
mind her husband that things could 
be worse. 

She probably had to remind him of 
that after the Nebraska basketball 
team finished this season with a 13-18 
record, in fact. Janet’s husband, of 
course, is Cornhusker Coach Danny 
Nee. And “he was so disappointed by 
this season,” she said recently. 

Danny Nee is an intense competi- 
tor, a man who refuses to accept 
defeat. 

Still, Janet Nee reminds her hus- 
band every once in a while: “There's 
always going to be a little smack on 
the cheek to get us back to reality.” 

She speaks from experience. 

Janet Nee is an intense competitor 
herself. “I’m a fighter who married a 
fighter, I guess’ she said. 

Less than eight years ago, she 
fought a 12-month battle with cancer 
and won. 

“Tt was the hardest thing I’ve ever 
done, beating that disease,’ she said. 
After diagnosing the lymphoma, doc- 
tors gave her less than a year to live. 

But they didn’t, or perhaps 


couldn't, take into account her will to 
survive, the kind of fighting spirit 
which has come to characterize her 
husband. 

“T never gave a thought to cancer 
until I was 25,’ Janet Nee said. 

“And then I had it. 

“In my family, longevity was the 
thing. Nothing like that had ever hap- 
pened to anyone before.’ 

She and her parents didn’t expect 
it. “We were shocked,” she said. 

But they were evidently prepared, 
emotionally, to handle the situation. 
“My parents told me there was a rea- 
son for it,” said Janet. “They told me 
I had the strength to get over it.” 

And so she did, walking away from 
Pittsburgh’s Mercy Hospital a winner. 

Afterward, she used to drive by the 
hospital on her way to work, and as 
she went past, she'd think about all 
the people still there, all the suffering. 

“That helps me keep things in per- 
spective. It’s something I promised 
myself I’d never forget,” she said. 

“It kind of gives you strength at 
times when you lack that strength.” 

Strength? Janet Nee remembers 
being hospitalized and receiving eye- 
brows instead of flowers from her 
friends because one 
chemotherapy caused her to lose eye- 
brows and eyelashes. 

She was so sick because of the 
treatments, she couldn’t eat. But “I 
would spend an hour with the mirror, 
putting them on. I would muster up 
the strength,” she said. “Your vanity 
becomes so important to you.” 


Janet spent three years paying off 


the medical bills that accumulated 
during the fight with cancer. She had 
a payment book, and each month 
she'd tear out a coupon and mail it 
with a check. 

Along with the final payment, she 
included a note of thanks, “saying 
how lucky I was being treated there. 
I had to send something beyond the 
money,” she said. “They saved my life. 

“Thank goodness for the people 
who chose that (medical) profession. 
They were the right people, in the 
right place, at the right time.” 

A simple twist of fate, perhaps? “I 
believe in fate,’ Janet said. “I’ve been 


type of 


at the hands of fate a couple of times, 
and it’s been good to me.’ 

It doesn’t take much to believe that 
fate had a hand in bringing her and 
Danny together for the first time. 
They met in the lobby of a Marriott 
Hotel near Pittsburgh, where Danny 
was staying on a recruiting trip. 

The trip was successful. Nee says 
he found a “diamond in the rough,’ 
the recruit who became his wife. 

“My parents always told me some- 
day I would meet someone who 
would be so wonderful,” Janet said. 

At first, she wasn’t sure Danny was 
that someone, though, especially af- 
ter she discovered he was the head 
basketball coach at Ohio University. 

It wasn’t the Ohio University that 


Nee’s family 
has endured 
far greater 
pressure than 
any Big Eight 
basketball 
team. 


bothered her. It was the coach part. 

“IT never gave it (coaching) any 
weight. I was a little leery about tak- 
ing Danny home to meet my parents,” 
she said. “In my family, you were an 
attorney, a doctor or a steel worker, 
but not a basketball coach.” 

Her hesitation was reinforced by a 
wariness of New Yorkers. “I always 
thought they were brash,” she said. 

Danny Nee grew up in Brooklyn, 
NY. 

Still, Janet couldn't help but notice 
her future husband, who “‘looks like 
my dad. Danny about slugged me the 
first time I told him that,” she said. 

The ironies don’t end there. 

She’s 10 years younger than Dan- 
ny, whose mother was exactly 10 years 
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Life in the Three-Second Lane 


When the Nebraska basketball 
team left on its two-week trip to 
Australia and New Zealand, Janet 
Nee packed up the kids, Nora 
and Kevin, and went to Pitts- 
burgh to visit her parents. 

She decided to bypass the trip 
to Australia, not only because she 
didn’t want to be away from the 
children but also because it 
wouldn't have been a vacation for 
her and her husband, Cornhusker 
Coach Danny Nee. 

Like Nebraska’s season-opening 
trip to Hawaii for the Maui- 
Hawaiian Airlines Classic, which 
she also skipped, Australia “was a 
business trip for him,” Janet said. 
“T realize it’s business, that Dan- 
ny’s got all those people to keep 
happy. 

“I would’ve been in the way, 
He’s got a job to do, and I'd 
never intrude.” 

That doesn’t make it any easier 
to say no to trips to exotic places, 
though, When the team left for 
Hawaii at Thanksgiving, “I cried,’ 
she said. 

Still, Janet Nee has learned 
that the business of basketball 
coaches and pleasure don’t mix. 
She and Danny once took a “‘va- 
cation” to Passaic, N.J., where 
Danny had to watch some high 
school players he was recruiting. 

They figured they could at 
least spend some time together. 
When they arrived at the gym- 
nasium, “Danny told me I'd be 
the only woman there,’ said 
Janet. 

“I thought he was kidding.” 
He wasn't, though, as she dis- 
covered when they walked in the 

door. 


younger than his father. She’s a blue- 
eyed brunette, just like Danny’s mom. 
And during one of her stays for 
chemotherapy treatment in Mercy 
Hospital, Janet’s roommate was an 
elderly lady named Nora Nee. 

She and Nora, who was no relation 
to Danny, became surprisingly close 


Janet turned right around, got 
back in the rental car and went 
shopping. 

“That was our vacation,” she 
said. 

The Nees usually try to take a 
brief vacation in the spring, after 
second semester classes are done 
and before summer school be- 
gins. This year, however, because 
of the Australia trip, they’ve had 
to postpone their vacation until 
August, when they plan to attend 
an annual coaches’ get-together 
sponsored by Nike shoes. 

“Right now, as far as I’m con- 
cerned, there’s no off-season,” 
Danny Nee said. “If it’s not the 
camps, it’s speaking engagements. 
If it’s not speaking, it’s recruiting. 
And if it’s not recruiting, it’s 
promoting the Rebounders or the 
Australia trip.” 

The Cornhuskers were sched- 
uled to leave for Australia May 12 
and return May 28, after playing 
four games in the Melbourne 
area, one in Tasmania and three 
in New Zealand. 

“When we come back from 
that trip, they (the players) are 
going to know a lot more about 
us, meaning the coaching staff, as 
people and we're going to learn 
more about them. We hope there 
will be a mutual respect and a 
better understanding, that it'll 
bring us closer together,’ Nee 
said. 

The experience will help the 
players grow and prepare them 
for next season. 

“T wouldn't give up three 
weeks with my family, otherwise,” 


he said. @ 


during their short stay together, even 
though Janet had to be on a respira- 
tor and Nora was in constant trouble 
with the nurses for getting out of bed 
to smoke. 

“Sometimes, they had to put her in 
a straightjacket (to prevent her from 


oe 
> 


smoking),” Janet said with a laugh. 
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Trailing With No Time-Outs Left 
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In retrospect, her meeting Nora 
Nee was ironic, “almost to the point 
of being spooky,” she said. 

“My life is filled with ironies.” 

It’s appropriate that the Nees’ 
2'%-year-old daughter is named Nora. 

“T’ve written (Nora) notes, and I’ve 
told Danny, ‘If anything should ever 
happen to me, I hope you would tell 
her how special she is because of 
everything I’ve been through, and 
how she beat the odds even more 
than I beat them,” Janet once told a 
reporter. 

Because of her experience with 
cancer, she was told she could never 
have children, Nora and Kevin, who 
turned 4 months old in May, provide 
further evidence that fate has smiled 
on her. 

The children and their needs have 
become a focus of Janet Nee’s life. 
They've also made it more difficult, 
if not impossible, for her and Danny 
to find time to spend with each other, 

“My hobby is trying to find quality 
time to spend with Danny,’ she said. 

She’s come to accept the life of a 
coach’s wife. “When I married Dan- 
ny, I didn’t understand what was in- 
volved,” said Janet. “You can't really 
understand (beforehand), 

“Every coach’s wife has the same 
experiences. We're no different.’ 

Attending games, for example. 
When disgruntled fans make dis- 
paraging remarks about her husband, 
“it’s difficult to bite my lip, to turn a 
deaf ear” she said. “I want to be 
defensive, to get upset at the fans.” 

The constant media attention .. . 

“Our lives are an open book. We 
don’t do anything without being 
scrutinized. So when we shut our 
door, we try to leave it shut,” Janet 
said. 

“We have to become a reclusive 
couple. We're not trying to be selfish 
with ourselves. But we need time 
together’ 

They also need time to themselves. 

“At first, there was some jealousy. 
I thought Danny should spend all his 
free time with me. But he has to have 
time for himself, too,” she said. 

Because of the demands of his job, 
particularly in building a program, 
Danny Nee spends little time at 
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home. 

“T think the toughest thing for the 
wife of any professional person is fill- 
ing in the time when he's away from 
home,” said Danny Nee, “She be- 
comes the person who raises the fa- 
mily. She handles the leaky faucet or 
the flooded basement. She handles 
the kids when they're sick. She pays 
the bills.” 

Janet Nee has grown accustomed 
to taking care of things herself. “You 
can't learn to be self-sufficient. You 
have to be born that way," she said. 

“Tl cut the grass when it has to be 
cut, and Danny will come home and 
say, ‘Why did you do that?’ I tell him, 
“Because you don’t have the time’ I'll 


usually give him 24 hours. Then, if 


something isn’t done, I’ll just do it my- 
self, I get impatient, frustrated.” 
The children take up most of her 
time now. She could empathize with 
the housewife she saw on a recent 
Phil Donahue television show. 
Donahue: “So you don’t work for 


a living, then?” 

Housewife: “I beg vour pardon? I 
have three boys.” 

When the children allow her a rare 
break from tending to their needs, 
Janet uses her seemingly boundless 
energy, her creative instincts, to 
decorate and redecorate their home. 

Danny doesn’t always agree with 
her tastes. “We fight about it all the 
time,’ she said with a laugh. 

“This is my house, my Devaney 
Sports Center. He comes home and 


something might be different. But he | 


has to be assured I’ve made the right 
decision,” 

With Danny's schedule, even dur- 
ing the off-season, they don’t have an 
opportunity to establish close friend- 
ships with other couples. 

Moving to Lincoln from Athens, 
Ohio, just two years ago, “we had to 
start from block No. 17’ Danny said, 

“Any relationship we've developed 
at Nebraska started from the simplest 
level and went from there. If vou're 


a Nebraskan, you have a support sys- 
tem, your in-laws, your family, high 
school friends and acquaintances 
you've made through the years. But 
when you're the Nees, you come in 
blank, empty, with no connections to 
the University. There’s no support 
group. It’s like the guy from IBM 
moving to another area.” 

Actually, there’s been no off-season 
for Nee since he arrived at Nebraska, 

When he accepted the job, “I made 
a commitment that I was going to get 
out, market, promote, talk about 
Nebraska basketball?’ he said. “So I’m 
doing that a lot. There are nights 
when I might be in town, but Janet 
can't call it a night at home because 
after practice, I'll eat, shower, change 
clothes and go out to speak some- 
where — Beatrice, York, Friend, Clay 
Center.’ 

Janet occasionally goes along, just 
so they can have some time together, 
“At least we've got an hour or so in 
the car, time alone to talk)’ she said. 
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The assistant coaches and their fa- 
milies provide a support group. But 
their children are all older and they 
have different interests. 

“We just don’t have a chance to get 
to know people on an intimate basis. 
Other than the friends I have in Pitts- 
burgh, I don’t have time to cultivate 
friendships with people we could do 
things with on a regular basis,’ Janet 
said. ‘Friends don’t like to be put on 
the back burner. 

“It can be very frustrating.” 

She's never been one to sit at home. 
Before Nora was born, she made road 
trips with Danny. She liked to get out. 

That made living in Athens, Ohio, 
difficult. “I was a goer.” she said. 

“With no place to go.” 

Her parents still live in Pittsburgh. 
That explains why Janet wanted Dan- 
ny to apply for the head coaching job 
at the University of Pittsburgh, which 


came open at the same time the 
Nebraska job opened up. Danny, 
however, wasn't interested in 
Pittsburgh. 

Looking back at it, Janet believes 
coming to Nebraska was the right 
thing to do. Maybe fate had a hand in 
it. 

Adjusting to Lincoln “hasn't been 
difficult.” she said. “People here have 
been extremely warm and friendly. 

“When we lived in Athens (Ohio), 
we were only three and a half hours 
from Pittsburgh. I felt a lot of guilt 
(not driving home more often), Here, 
I understand I can’t get home as 
often, and I’m less melancholy. 

“There's less of a feeling of loneli- 
ness about my family, really.’ 

She still enjoys going home to visit. 
But “I’ve got my own home now.’ 

The Nees are Nebraskans. 

And they don’t plan to move in the 


immediate future. Dauny Nee is de- 
termined to take the Cornhuskers to 
the top. “I know he wouldn't leave 
here until he got the job done,” said 
Janet. “And if Danny can’t do it, no 
one can, That’s not just because he’s 
my husband, either.’ 

Nee is as dedicated to Nebraska as 
he is to his profession. “It’s in the 
man’s blood,” Janet said. 

“He doesn’t have red and white 
blood cells. I think he’s got little 
basketballs in his veins.” 

At times, Janet Nee may seem sub- 
serviant to her husband in his profes- 
sion. But that’s her choice. It's as 
important to her as it is to him. 

She’s just as intense about life, just 
as much a competitor, just as self 
sufficient in her own way, 

“They say opposites attract but 
we're so alike it’s scary,” she said. 

It couldn't be a better match. 
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Gym Dandies 


NEBRASKA WON THE NCAA 
MEN’S GYMNASTIC TITLE PLUS HONORS 
IN SEVERAL SPORTS. 
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Nebraska men’s gymnastics has 
returned to the summit. 

After a four-year absence, Nebras- 
ka returned this spring to the NCAA 
throne by edging previously top-rated 
Illinois in the national championships 
held at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center. 

Coach Francis Allen and his squad 
did it in spectacular fashion, scoring 
an NCAA meet record 288.15 points, 
which beat the old mark of 287.80 set 
by the Cornhuskers in 1983 when NU 
claimed its last national crown. 

With that win, the sixth NCAA 
team title for Nebraska in the past 10 
years, the Huskers snapped a three- 
year string of second-place finishes in 
the national meet and solidified their 
reputation as the dominant men’s 
gymnastics program of the decade. 

In the past 10 years, Nebraska has 
finished in the Top 3 on nine occa- 
sions, and only once (1984) falling as 
low as fifth. No school in America can 
make that claim. 

By winning his sixth NCAA team 
title as Husker coach, Allen has 
pushed Nebraska even closer to the 
top of the all-time NCAA team cham- 
pionship list. Penn State leads with 
nine, followed by Illinois with eight 
and the Huskers are only two behind 
in third place. 

A pair of seniors paced Nebraska’s 
return to the top. 

Tom Schlesinger, from Boulder, 
Colo., and Kevin Davis, of Lithonia, 
Ga., finished their collegiate careers 
in spectacular fashion. 

Schlesinger came up short on 
defending his 1987 NCAA all-around 
title as he finished fourth this year, but 
he was Nebraska’s most consistent 
high scorer in the tight team race. 


Schlesinger posted the best scores of 
all competitors in the parallel bars 
and still ring portions of team com- 
petition, scoring 9.80 in both cases, 
and he posted the second highest 
mark (9.85) in the high bar, which 


helped seal the championship as it _ 


was Nebraska's last rotation in team 
final competition. Illinois went into its 
last rotation only .75 points behind 
the Huskers. In no event did he place 
lower than 10th. 

Davis was also spectacular. He 
posted a 9.9 to lead all gymnasts in the 
pommel horse, and his scores ranked 
in the Top 10 in every event except 
the vault. 

What won the title for Nebraska, 
though, and what prompted Francis 
to call this the best team he’s ever had 
was depth. Without individual super- 
stars like Scott Johnson of the 1983 
Husker team that set the old NCAA 
scoring record, this year’s squad over- 
powered the competition with con- 
sistency. 

In the six events, Nebraska had at 
least four athletes score in the Top 10 
all but one time: the vault. The other 
team finalists, Illinois and UCLA, 
dominated the double-digit rankings. 

Sophomore Bob Stelter, for exam- 
ple, showed his well-established vault- 
ing expertise by posting the highest 
score (9.7) in the team finals, and he 
was outstanding in the floor exercises 
and rings as well, 

Sophomore Patrick Kirksey had 
three Top 5 performances, Junior 
Mike Epperson on three occasions 
scored in the Top 7. Mark Warburton, 
another sophomore, ranked third and 
fourth in the rings and parallel bars, 
respectively. While Nebraska had 
only one competitor rank last in an 
event during the team finals, second- 
place Illinois suffered that incon- 
sistency four times. 

With the team championship in 
hand, Nebraska proceeded to take 
home its share of individual honors 
the next night, highlighted by Davis’ 
successful defense of his NCAA title 
in the parallel bars. He was co- 
champion with Schlesinger in 1987. 
Davis was Nebraska’s only individual 
champion this year. 


Making All-American. however. 
were Schlesinger in the rings (fifth), 
high bar (third) and all-around 
(fourth); Stelter in the vault (fifth); 


vis also in the still rings (fourth) and 
all-around (third). 

Nebraska’s parade of five All- 
Americans was the most since 1982, 


and it helped push the Husker total 
number of All-Americans to 98, with 


Kirksey in the vault (sixth); Warbur- 
ton in parallel bars (second); and Da- 


ATTENTION! 


Pickup and 4 x 4 owners 
Motorhome and R.V. owners 
Buses, Ambulances and 
Commercial owners 


—— 


Free flow design for top performance and 
retains the quality sound. 


The installation of an IRONTUFF muffler to your truck 
or van could help increase your gas mileage and 
improve the performance of your vehicle. 


Heavy Duty Mufflers 
are a heavy gauge, Migwelded, Muffler That Lasts. 


Visit us today and let us show you how 
We could improve your vehicles exhaust system. 


a ¥ 
Lincoln {( 
Ainsworth Norfolk 
Grand Island Beatrice 


HAUST PROS 


Kearney 
North Platte 


Preseason Annual 127 


Gym Dandies _ 


88 of those honors coming in the past 
decade. The beauty of it is that three 
of those All-Americans will return 
next year. 


WOMEN’S GYMNASTICS 

Coach Rick Walton’s Huskers suc- 
cessfully defended their Big Eight 
Conference title then advanced all 


eS 


they finished LOth. 
Nebraska continued its domination 
of women’s gymnastics by winning its 


seventh league title in 14 years. Their 


closest competition in Big Eight 
championships is Oklahoma with 
three crowns. 

NU climbed as high as No. 7 in the 
national polls, and the Huskers’ third- 


the way to the NCAA meet, where _ place finish in the Midwest Region- 
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als was the best in school history. In 
an unprecedented feat, three Huskers 
broke the 38.0 all-around mark this 
season: Michele Bryant, Crystal 
Savage and Jeaneane Smith, who set 
the Nebraska record with a 38.3 score. 

The ’88 Huskers set a slew of team 
records, most noteworthy being the 
team score. With a 190.1 against Mis- 
souri, Nebraska beat its old mark by 
nearly four points. 

Nebraska's individual records were 
made by Bryant in the vault (9.75), 
Savage in the bars (9.85), Smith in all- 
around, and Lisa McCrady in floor ex- 
ercise (9.7, tying the school mark). 

Like the men, NU’s women’s team 
is in good shape for 1989 as those 
school record holders all have eligi- 
bility remaining. 


HOOPS 

The Nebraska women’s basketball 
team won its very first Big Eight Con- 
| ference championship as Coach 
| Angela Beck’s squad was led by NU 
all-time leading scorer Maurtice Ivy, 
The 22-7 Huskers also continued 
their two-year, 22-game winning 
string at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center. 

With 22 victories, the team came 
within an eyelash of Nebraska's school 
record for most wins in a season, The 
1978-79 squad’s 23-13 mark is tops. 

For her accomplishments, Beck 
was named Big Eight and District V 
Coach of the Year, and the All- 
American Ivy was named Big Eight 
Player of the Year as she finished with 
a 19.2 career scoring average on 2,13] 
points. 

In post-season action, the Huskers 
advanced to the Big Eight tourney se- 
cond round before falling to Kansas. 
Nebraska still earned an NCAA tour- 
nament bid, where they bowed in the 
first round to Southern Cal. It was 
also the Huskers’ first trip ever to the 
NCAAs. 

Along the way, Nebraska set school 
| season records with its .759 winning 
percentage, Ll Big Eight Conference 
wins, 50.0 field goal shooting percen- 
tage and 41.3 three-point shooting 
percentage. NU also set team bests 
with 80.6 points and 39.2 rebounds 
per game in Big Eight action. 
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Freshman Peter Williams set a 
world record in the 50-meter 
freestyle. 


SWIMMING 

Paced by freshman Peter Williams, 
the Nebraska men’s swim team 
placed 10th in the NCAA meet, by far 
the best Husker finish ever. 

Williams received All-American 
honors for his third-place finish in the 
100-yard freestyle with a  school- 
record 43.50 time. Husker diver 
Lewis Meyers finished fourth on the 
10-meter tower to also win All- 
American accolades. 

Previously, Nebraska's best showing 
in the NCAA meet was a 19th-place 
finish last year. 

Also, Williams set a world record 
in the 50-meter freestyle just one day 
after the NCAA event in an “all- 
comers” meet, which was held at the 
same site in Indianapolis. 

His 22.18 winning time was quite 
a contrast to his ninth-place finish in 
the 50-yard freestyle during NCAA 
competition. 

Success for NU swimming may 
only just be warming up. Of the UJ 
athletes at the NCAA meet, 
All-American or honorable mention 
status, and only one competitor has 
exhausted his eligibility. 


10 won | 


SOFTBALL 


Nebraska won its fifth straight Big 
Eight Conference women’s softball 
championship and received an auto- 
matic berth in the NCAA tour- 
nament. 

Tournament MVP Donna _ Dear- 
dorff paced the Huskers to a 2-0 win 
over Oklahoma State, ranked No. 2 


nationally, in the title clincher by 
throwing a five-hit shutout. Deardorff 
didn’t allow a run during the tourney 
and blanked OSU twice on identical 
five-hitters. 

Oklahoma State, 55-7 after the 
championship, hadn’t lost to a Big 
Eight team all season, Nebraska en- 
tered the NCAA tournament with a 
35-17 mark and No. Ul ranking. 
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TOP 20: 
RACE FOR NO. 1 
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NATIONAL TOP 20 


Clay Henry 


South Rises Again in Battle for No. I 


In basketball, it is said that a large 
number of teams have a chance to win 
a national championship. Mathemat- 
ically, any of the 64 teams invited to 
the NCAA tournament could emerge 
as the winner. 

That’s not the case in Division I 
football. Only a select few can win the 
mythical national crown. This vear, 
there are only about 15 with a legiti- 
mate shot at the national title. Oh, 
there will be 20 in the year’s first poll, 
but not all of them have realistic 
chances. 

For argument’s sake, let’s divide 
those 15 championship contenders 
into three classes of five. We'll call the 
first five the “prime contenders,’ the 
second five will be labeled “possible 
contenders” and the third five “dark- 
horse contenders.’ There’s another 
category — let’s call it “name con- 
tenders” — with teams which don’t 
appear good enough on paper, but 
could win enough votes on the basis 
of name, tradition and regional voting 
power—if things break right. 

Here’s a breakdown, with odds in 
parentheses, Las Vegas style: 


PRIME CONTENDERS 
Florida State (7-2) 
Miami, Fla, (8-4) 
Southern Cal (40-1) 
Louisiana State (12-4) 
UCLA (42-4) 


POSSIBLE CONTENDERS 
Oklahoma (15-4) 
Nebraska (415-4) 

Texas A&M (15-4) 
Auburn (20-4) 

Clemson (20-1) 


DARKHORSE CONTENDERS 
Ohio State (25-4) 
Michigan (30-1) 
Oklahoma State (35-4) 
Notre Dame (34-4) 
Arkansas (35-1) 


NAME CONTENDERS 
Penn State (50-1) 
Washington (50-1) 
Texas (50-4) 


Georgia (50-1) 
Alabama (50-4) 


We'll explore the prospects of each 
team in the top three categories. We'll 
write off the “name contenders’ by 
explaining that each has merit, but is 
not at the lofty level each reached 
earlier in this decade, 


FLORIDA STATE 

The Seminoles don’t have to im- 
prove much to become national 
champions. They need only to be one 
point better than last season, Their 
only blemish in an L-] season was a 
26-25 loss to national champ Miami, 
Fla., when a two-point play failed. 

There were some holes to fill, but 
there was experience and talent on 
hand to accomplish that in the spring. 
For instance, FSU lost a great quar- 
terback in Danny McManus, but has 
a proven winner returning in senior 
Chip Ferguson. 

In fact, Ferguson pulled off come- 
back victories several times in the last 


three years when McManus 
either hurt or ineffective. 

And, the Seminoles have plenty of 
talented underclassmen to challenge 
Ferguson. 

There is a long list of headliners 
returning among the 13 holdover 
starters. Cornerback/return specialist 
Deion Sanders was a unanimous first 
team All-America last year. Coach 
Bobby Bowden calls Pat Tomberlin 
“the best tackle in America.” 
Noseguard Cohill Haggins should be 
All-America, too. 

The Seminoles are touting tailback 
Sammie Smith for Heisman Trophy 
consideration, He returns as the na- 
tion’s second leading rusher. He has 
scored 11 runs of over 20 yards in his 
FSU career, 

The biggest concern for Bowden 
ahead of the fall was at inside line- 
backer where two holes were left by 
graduation. Keith Carter moved up on 
the strong side and Melvin Smith on 
the weak side. 

Offensively, one of the biggest loss- 


Was 


The Sooners and Huskers had better wish each other good luck if 
Tom Osborne (right) and Jamelle Holieway hope to meet in 
another One-Two clash. 
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The Pac-10O features two of the nation’s best teams, one being 
Southern Cal, led by senior Rodney Peete. 


es will be tight end Pat Carter, the 
school’s best ever at his position. 
However, there are three returnees 
with experience and talent, including 
senior Tom O'Malley. 


MIAMI 


The Hurricanes lost heavily to the 
National Football League draft, but 
not enough to please most of their 
rivals. With a few breaks, Miami could 
be a rare repeat national champ. 

The talent is so deep at Coral Ga- 
bles, even some tested veterans were 
hardpressed to hold positions during 
the spring. A prime example was at 
quarterback where Steve Walsh, su- 
perb last year as a sophomore, had to 
produce an outstanding spring to hold 
off standout sophomore Craig 
Erickson, 

Walsh remains the starter going 
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into fall, but Coach Jimmy Johnson 
assures he will use both. 

The Miami defense lost some spec- 
tacular performers, but replacements 
have the same ability — they can all 
run and are physically dominating 
hitters. 

And there are plenty of holdovers, 
Some of the replacements might ac- 
tually be better, too. For example, 
middle linebacker George Mira 
missed the Orange Bow] because of 
steroid use, but the fill-in was better. 
That was Bernard Clark, a stocky, 
rocket. Clark is bigger and faster than 
Mira. 

Talented Willis Peguese will step 
up to replace Daniel Stubbs at left 
end. Outside linebackers Randy 
Shannon and Rod Carter are deluxe 
hitters with great speed. 

Wide receiver Michael Irvin and 


fullback Melvin Bratton, both depart- 


ed, were special players, but the Hur- 
ricanes shouldn't miss them, 
Sophomore back Leonard Conley and 
junior wide-out Dale Dawkins will be 
superb, too. 

If there is a problem, it will be the 
schedule. It’s as tough as the Hurri- 
canes have played lately, It starts with 
Florida State and Michigan, has Notre 
Dame in the middle and finishes up 
with Louisiana State, Arkansas and 
Brigham Young in the final three 
weeks. 


SOUTHERN CAL 

The Trojans were only 8-4 last year, 
but they are talking national champ- 
ionship in Coach Larry Smith’s se- 
cond campaign, USC has the one 
major ingredient that is needed for a 
run at the national crown — a magi- 
cal quarterback. 

Senior Rodney Peete, who set 12 
USC passing and total offense records 
last season, gives Smith all the intan- 
gibles at quarterback. He missed 
spring practice to play baseball—then 
broke a bone in his passing hand 
when he was hit by a pitch in his first 
at bat — for the second straight 
season. 

However, the Trojans aren't worried 
about him for the fall. His hand 
should be fine. They do worry about 
tailback Steven Webster. He suffered 
a knee injury in the regular-season 
finale against UCLA. He is expected 
to return in the fall, but whether he 
will have the form of last year when 
he rushed for 1,109 yards remains to 
be seen, 

Regardless, the Trojans will have 
plenty of ability at tailback. They have 
sophomore Scott Lockwood. All 
Lockwood did last year was become 
the first true freshman to start a game 
at USC since Charles White. He car- 
ried only 42 times, but had a pair of 
38-yard scoring sprints, USC’s longest 
TD runs of the season. 

Three outstanding offensive line- 
men return along with fullback Leroy 
Holt, an all-league type. Holt was in- 
eligible for spring practice, but is ex- 
pected back in the fall. 

The rest of the skilled position play- 
ers were on hand for spring drills, 
although there was nothing for them 


to prove. Tight end Paul Green and 
split end Erik Affholter are returning 
starters. Green was all-league. 

There will be some holes to fill at 
linebacker, but the defense should be 
outstanding. The entire line returns 
along with three of the four starters 
in the secondary. Tackle Tim Ryan, 
and safeties Cleveland Colter and 
Mark Carrier, are being billed as All- 
Americas. 

The biggest hole is at weakside 
linebacker, but Delmar Chesley 
might be the answer. He saw limited 
action last year. But, when called on 
for a full game at Oregon, Chesley set 
a USC record with 27 tackles! 

The schedule won't be easy, but it 
will be convenient. The Trojans play 
seven of their ll games in California, 
including home nonconference 
games with Oklahoma and Notre 
Dame. 


LOUISIANA STATE 

The Tigers return only I starters, 
but the recruiting has gone so well in 
recent years that there is no panic in 
Baton Rouge. Plus, there is rifle-arm 
junior quarterback Tommy Hodson to 
rally around. 

Hodson, All-SEC as a sophomore, 
will be throwing to an entire new cast 
of wide receivers. But, most think he 
will have good targets. Hodson, who 
proved his poise as an underclassman, 
is 19-3 as a starter at LSU. 

And, he'll have Harvey Williams 
back at tailback after a scare follow- 
ing major reconstructive knee sur- 
gery. His knee was pronounced fit at 
the end of spring. There is outstand- 
ing depth with Eddie Fuller and Slip 
Watkins. Veterans Victor Jones and 
Jay Egloff return as alternates at 
fullback. 

The top wideouts will be Tony 
Moss and Ronnie Haliburton with a 
challenge from redshirt freshman 
Todd Kinchen. The tight end will be 
6-7 Willie Williams. 

Outside linebacker Ron Sancho 
will lead the defense. He will start for 
the fourth season. Eric Hill, the start- 
er on the other side, missed the spring 
after an off-campus altercation, but 
could return in the fall. 

The Tigers are loaded in the defen- 


sive line. All-SEC noseguard Darrell 
Phillips and ends Karl Dunbar and 
Clint James provide experience and 
talent. All-SEC David Browndyke 
handles placements. 

If there are problem spots, they will 
be in the offensive line and defensive 
secondary. It should help that tackle 
Ralph Norwood, a starter last year, 
will return following successful knee 
surgery. Three-year starter Greg Jack- 
son will move to weak safety in an ef- 
fort to improve that area, 


UCLA 

The Bruins were hard hit by gradu- 
ation, but they have an outstanding 
quarterback. Some think Troy Aik- 
man, the former Oklahoma Sooner, is 
the odds on favorite for the Heisman 
Trophy. 

However, the Bruins, with only 
eight starters back, will have to put 
things together in a hurry. They face 
Nebraska in the second game on 
Sept, 10. Everyone expects UCLA to 
be strong by midseason. Under Coach 
Terry Donahue, the Bruins have al- 
ways finished strong. They have won 
bowl games in the last six seasons, in- 
cluding 5-0 in the Rose Bowl. 

Aikman threw for 2,500 yards and 
17 touchdowns last season, finishing 
second in the nation in passing effi- 
ciency. He threw only three intercep- 
tions in the first 10 games before 
finishing with eight, 

UCLA lost running back Gaston 
Green, but the replacement is a bona- 
fide star. Eric Ball, bothered by inju- 
ries the last two seasons, rushed for 
227 yards and four touchdowns in the 
1986 Rose Bowl. 

Along with Aikman and Ball, the 
UCLA staff also thinks as many as six 
other returnees deserve preseason 
All-America consideration. That 
would include outside linebacker 
Carnell Lake, noseguard Jim Wahler, 
cornerback Darryl Henley, center 
Frank Cornish, kicker Alfredo Velas- 
co and tight end Charles Arbuckle. 

Lake; only 204, gets the job done 
with blazing speed and quickness. 
The battle at the other outside line- 
backer slot will match seniors Billy 
Ray and Eric Smith, both injured last 
year. 


Chance Johnson should get an op- 
portunity for national attention now 
that All-American Ken Norton has 
graduated. Doug Klilne will be 
challenged by Randy Austin and Bri- 
an Jones for Norton's spot. 


OKLAHOMA 

Injuries prevented the Sooners 
from making the kind of spring 
progress hoped for by Coach Barry 
Switzer. That means they will be short 
of their usual awesome self at the start 
of the fall. It also means two-a-day 
practices will be crucial. 

Depth at quarterback could be a 
concern if Jamelle Holieway’s knee is 
not healed by the fall. The Sooners 
are also anxious about the knee of All- 
American offensive guard Anthony 
Phillips. 

The defense, one of the nation's 
best (below only Miami's) over the 
past four seasons, could not cope with 
their opposite number during the 
spring because of inexperience at 
linebacker and end, 

However, some suspect that OU's 
superb young talent in the offensive 
backfield had a great deal to do with 


For the second year in a row, 
halfback Harvey Williams leads 
LSU to a high preseason ranking. 
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those problems, Three redshirt fresh- 
men at halfback (Mike Gaddis, Rod 
Fisher and Ted Long) were spectacu- 
lar. The Sooners also looked solid at 
fullback where Leon Perry returned 
after a medical redshirt. 

OU looked at ways to put more 
passing zip in its offense, but how 
much of it will remain in the fall is 
anyone’s guess. The Sooners also 
spent a lot of time in the I-formation, 
presumably to protect quarterback 
Charles Thompson. 

All of those repetitions against the 
I-formation should have helped the 
defense, too. OU’s top foes for 1988 
(Southern Cal, Texas, Oklahoma State 
and Nebraska) all operate from that 
offensive set, 

Even if the Sooners are down from 
last vear, they could be good enough 
to rate as the favorite in every game 
next season, It might even be a mis- 
take to leave them out of the top five. 
If some of those new linemen (defen- 
sive tackle Stacy Dillard and offensive 
guard Terron Manning) who missed 
most of the spring are as good as ad- 
vertised, the Sooners will make 
another run at the national charmpi- 
onship. 


NEBRASKA 

The Cornhuskers are the only team 
in the Big Eight Conference with a 
pair of returning All-Americans, That 
would be quarterback Steve Taylor 
and defensive end Broderick Thomas. 
There are eight other starters back, 


enough that there won't be much of 


a drop in Lincoln, 

Nebraska will be strong up the 
middle. Offensively, it has a standout 
at center in Jake Young to go with Tay- 
lor and I-back Tyreese Knox. Two 
other starters return in the offensive 
line. Defensively, linebacker LeRoy 
Etienne may be the league’s best at 
his position. Mark Blazek returns at 
free safety, 

The return of wingback Dana Brin- 
son and tight end Todd Millikan gives 
Taylor a pair of big-play operatives to 
use in the explosive Nebraska passing 
game. 

The Cornhuskers lost their top 
three defensive tackles, Ray Valladao 
is the only experienced player lett. 
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And, with the Cornhuskers so talent- 
ed at end (and cornerback), most ex- 
pect foes to pound it up the inside. 

That may be the best tactic, anyway. 
Foes might be glad to grind it out 


against the Cornhuskers in hopes of 


keeping what could be one of the best 


of Coach Tom Osborne's offenses off 


the field. 
TEXAS A&M 


The Aggies have plenty of losses 
from their Cotton Bowl championship 
team, but they have stockpiled talent 
with the kind of recruiting hauls 
which have drawn repeated probes by 
local newspapers (and the NCAA). 

And A&M has a schedule that will 
either earn them a national champi- 


The talent is so 
deep at Coral 
Gables, even 
some tested 
veterans were 
hardpressed to 
hold positions 
during the spring. 


onship or give a coach a reason to cry. 
The Aggies open a rugged 12-game 


slate against Nebraska in the Kickoff 


Classic before meeting LSU, Alaba- 
ma and Oklahoma State in Sep- 
tember, 

To make things even more taxing, 
the Aggies must visit both Arkansas 
and Texas — their top challengers — 
in their quest for a fourth straight 
Southwest Conference championship. 

The Aggies return 13 starters, but 
also have 20 talented second teamers 
back, That should give them a 
nucleus to roll past most of their foes 
on form alone. Plus, A&M's outstand- 
ing kicking game returns intact. 

Outstanding linebacker John 
Roper, first team All-America, will an- 
chor the defense. Adam Bob and Aa- 
ron Wallace give the Aggies standouts 
at inside linebacker, too, Alex Morris 
is superb at cornerback, 

The headliners on offense are end 
Rod Harris and guard Jerry Fontenot. 


There are some holes in the offensive 
line, but it is a solid bet the Aggies 
will be good up front again. 

The major concern seems to center 
around the quarterback, The Aggies 
rotated three under center last year. 
Craig Stump graduated, but Bucky 
Richardson, Lance Pavlas, Felton 
Ransby and transfer Chris Osgood are 
still around. Richardson, a bullish 
runner, is the likely starter. 

The Aggies must replace their 
offensive backfield. That won't be a 
problem with bluechip prospect Dar- 
ren Lewis and Larry Horton, last 
year’s backups, ready to step forward. 


AUBURN 

If championships are won with 
defense, the Tigers should make a run 
at the top. They have three all-stars in 
the defensive line. 

Defensive tackle Tracy Rocker 
should be the preseason favorite to 
win the Lombardi Award. Tackle Ron 
Stallworth and noseguard Benji 
Roland are not far behind. 

No one has better receivers than 
Auburn. At wide receiver, the Tigers 
are loaded. Lawyer Tillman, Freddy 
Weygand, Alexander Wright and Greg 
Taylor are all potential pro players, 
Tight end is talented and two-deep 
with Walter Reeves and Lee Marke 
Sellers. 

The Tigers have Reggie Slack at 
quarterback to replace Jeff Burger, 
but he should be pushed by Scott 
Gurosky. 

If there are any question marks at 
Auburn, they are at running back. In- 
juries cloud the picture, Sean Smith 
is the healthiest body, but he could 
lose his spot if James Joseph and 
Stacy Danley return in the fall. Joseph 
missed spring with a cracked knee 
cap and Danley had bone spurs. 

Defensively, Auburn lost outside 
linebacker Aundray Bruce, the No. | 
player in the NFL draft, along with 
its top cornerbacks. Free safety Carlo 
Cheattom, a potential All-American, 
might have to move to a corner if 
youngsters don’t come through. 

The offensive line should be a 
strength, Tackle Jim Thompson might 
be the best at his position at Auburn 
in over a decade. The guards are solid. 


The kicking game, always a strength 
at Auburn, will be superb. 

The schedule will not be easy. The 
Tigers dropped Florida State, but they 
will finish with Florida, Georgia and 
Alabama. They also must visit LSU. 


CLEMSON 

The Tigers have been building to 
this season for three seasons. They 
have 18 returning starters from the 
team which beat Penn State in the 
Citrus Bow! for its 10th victory. And, 
out of 23 seniors, 18 have won three 
letters. 

Nine starters return from the group 
which ripped Penn State for 499 
total yards. Fifth-year senior quarter- 
back Rodney Williams, the MVP of 
the Citrus Bowl, has a 22-8-2 record 
as a starter. 

Terry Allen returns at tailback af- 
ter a sensational freshman season, He 
rushed for 973 yards, double Clem- 
son’s record for a rookie. Backup Wes- 
ley McFadden, a junior, led the 
Atlantic Coast Conference with 8.7 
yards per rush, And, junior Joe Hen- 
derson made 366 yards on 68 at- 
tempts from the third-team spot. 

Gone are the top three tacklers 
from the defense which was second 
nationally against the rush. However, 
Clemson was two-deep on defense 
last vear. Hence, they will not have a 
drop off. 

End Jesse Hatcher, tackle Ray- 
mond Chavous and cornerback Dar- 
nell Woolford are the top defenders. 

The secondary may be Clemson's 
strongest area. All four starters return. 
They have a collective 11 letters. 
Woolford, first-team All-America, al- 
lowed his man to catch only seven 
passes last season. He also returned 
two punts for touchdowns. 

The schedule might test the Tigers, 
Although they will outclass the ACC, 
five league games will be on the road. 
They also must face Florida State. 


OHIO STATE 

The Buckeyes lost their quarter- 
back, the nation’s top linebacker and 
their head coach. However, 13 start- 
ers return, including eight on offense, 
Plus, new head coach John Cooper's 
record suggests the Buckeyes will be 


in the fight for the Rose Bow] berth 
again. 

And, if they make it, Cooper knows 
how to handle things. He coached Ar- 
izona State to a Rose Bowl champion- 
ship two years ago. 

The Buckeyes will be solid at run- 
ning back and wide receiver. The 
offensive line should be especially 
strong, even by Ohio State standards. 
There is also good depth in the defen- 
sive line. 

Center Jeff Uhlenhake should be 
an All-American. Tackle Joe Staysniak 
is another standout. Vince Workman 
returns to tailback after a year at wide 
receiver, Linebacker Michael McCray 
is the best defender. 

The big question mark would be at 
quarterback. True sophomore Greg 
Frey is the heir apparent. There are 
also concerns at linebacker, the 
secondary and with the kicking game. 

Interestingly, those are the areas in 
which Cooper's teams at Tulsa and 
Arizona State were sound, He earned 
his keep as an assistant coach in the 
secondary. His quarterbacks have al- 
ways been turnover free. And, the 
kicking game has always been spotless 
under Cooper. 

Ohio State may be rebuilding, but 
the enthusiasm of a new coach should 
help erase the memories of Jast sea- 
son's four losses and the controversial 
ouster of Earl Bruce as head coach. 


MICHIGAN 

The Wolverines suffered through a 
rare rebuilding vear in 1987. That 
shouldn’t happen again, At least, it 
usually doesn’t take Coach Bo Schem- 
bechler two seasons to rebuild. 

Michigan has 12 players returning 
with starting experience on offense, 
That includes all of the key operatives 
in the passing game — quarterback 
Demetrius Brown, wide receivers 
Greg MeMurtry and John Kolesar and 
tight ends Jeff Brown and Derrick 
Walker. 

Four starters return from what was 
a solid offensive line. Tackle Mike Hu- 
sar and center John Vitale were All- 
Big Ten last year. Vitale is a three-year 
starter, 

The defense is less experienced 
(only six starters return), but could be 


more talented than the offense. The 
best of the returnees is All-American 
tackle Mark Messner, a two-time all- 
league selection. 

One of the question marks would 
be at tailback where the Wolverines 
lost school rushing leader Jamie Mor- 
ris, Allen Jefferson is the only return- 
ing letterman. However, his 8.9-vard 
average (on 29 rushes) was tops last 
year. He missed the last six games af- 
ter breaking an arm. 

The Wolverines will have to be pre- 
pared at the outset. They open at 
Notre Dame before playing host to 
defending national champ Miami, 
Fla. 


OKLAHOMA STATE 

The Cowboys have a chance at a 
national championship. All they have 
to do is run through their conference 
schedule with an unbeaten record. 

Oh, that’s never happened, but O- 
State returns most of the stars from 
its Sun Bowl championship club 
which lost only to Oklahoma and 
Nebraska. 

While OSU was outclassed by the 
Cornhuskers, it was at least competi- 
tive with the Sooners. With both the 
Big Eight Conference heavyweights 
reloading, O-State has at least a 


All-SEC tight end Walter Reeves 
helps give Auburn the best 
receivers in America and 
a shot at No. 1. 
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chance at pulling off a miracle cham- 
pionship. The Cowboys are at least 
good enough to rate as a preseason 
top 15 pick. 

And, OSU can turn some heads 
with its usual nonconference success. 
The Cowboys entertain Southwest 
Conference power Texas A&M. 

OSU returns quarterback Mike 
Gundy, split end Hart Lee Dykes and 
All-American return specialist Barry 
Sanders on offense. 

The defense, although porous last 


year, should be improved because of 


experience. Cornerback Melvin Gil- 


liam is the top player on that side of 


the ball. 

Some position switches should help 
the defense, too. David Bailey will 
switch from tackle to rush end, his 
natural position. The Sooners have 
had enough trouble with Bailey out 
of position. He’s a solid bet to be even 
more of a factor at his new spot. 

The offensive line, not a strength 


Senior Chip Ferguson holds the 
key to Florida State’s hope fora 
national championship as he 
replaces Fiesta Bowl MVP 
Danny McManus. 
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the past two seasons, may become 
one this season, It has matured. Plus, 
the kicking game will be good again. 

O-State lost All-American Thurman 
Thomas to graduation, but Coach Pat 
Jones thinks a rotation of Sanders, 
Mitch Nash and Vernon Brown will 
more than compensate. 


NOTRE DAME 

The Irish looked like it was in the 
middle of the national championship 
hunt last year after winning eight of 
its first nine games. Losing the last 
three not only knocked them out of 
the chase, but it left Coach Lou Holtz 
in a mood for change in the spring. 

Holtz put two of his three captains 
in new spots during spring training. 
The biggest move called for Mark 
Green, twice Notre Dame’s top rush- 
er, to switch from tailback to flanker. 

That shouldn’t be a total surprise. 
Green served as the backup there to 
Tim Brown, the departed Heisman 
Trophy winner, two years ago as a 
freshman. 

The other major move had Andy 
Heck going from tight end to offen- 
sive tackle. It’s the second time in 
three vears that the Irish has moved 
its tight end inside. 

Green’s switch to flanker won't 
leave Notre Dame shorthanded in the 
backfield. It returns its top six rush- 
ers, including the touted sophomores 
Ricky Watters and Tony Brooks. The 
latter hails from Tulsa Washington, 

The Irish spent most of the spring 
working on their passing game, which 
deteriorated late last season. The can- 
didates at quarterback are Tony Rice 
and Kent Graham. Rice is a better 
runner, Graham the better dropback 
passer. 

The defense lost five starters, but 
the top two tacklers (linebackers Ned 
Bolear and Wes Pritchett) return. 
Most of the spring defensive work 
centered around quicker operatives, 
including several members of Notre 
Dame’s outstanding recruiting class- 
es of the past two seasons. Barry Al- 
varez was added as defensive 
coordinator. 

The schedule will be tough again. 
Miami, Pitt, Penn State, Michigan, 
Michigan State and Southern Cal are 


among the foes. However, Notre 
Dame will play seven home games for 
the first time in school history, which 
will help. 


ARKANSAS 

The Razorbacks have finished se- 
cond in the Southwest Conference in 
all four seasons under Coach Ken 
Hatfield. With Texas A&M _ loaded 
again, it may be hard to change that. 

However, Arkansas could be better 
than last year when it was a presea- 
son favorite. Injuries at quarterback 
kept that team short of its mission. 

A revamped passing game and a 
few adjustments in the secondary 
(designed for curtailing the pass) 
should help, too. The Hogs may be in 
the I-formation more to guarantee 
that bullish running back James 
Rouse gets his hands on the ball more 
than he did last year in the wishbone. 

The Hogs promise to be trimmer 
in the offensive line, too. Freddie 
Childress, All-SWC guard, is. still 
huge. But he had lost 50 pounds to 
315 by the start of the summer. He is 
expected to be down under 300 by 
fall. He might be the nation’s best 
offensive lineman at that weight. 

Duncan, Okla., product Quinn 
Grovey will be the quarterback after 
spending a lot of time on the field 
with departed Greg Thomas injured 
last season, 

Defensively, the Hogs think defen- 
sive end Wayne Martin is an All- 
American. He was hobbled most of 
last year with knee problems. He was 
a terror in the spring. 

Free safety Steve Atwater is a stand- 
out. He should be better since the 
Hogs lessened his load by changing 
from a three- to a four-back 
secondary. 

The defense was also boosted by a 
couple of position switches. Odis 
Loyd moved from rover to outside 
linebacker. Outside linebacker Kerry 
Owens moved to rush end where he 
will alternate with Bubba Barrow. 
Owens and Barrow should give the 
Hogs a much improved pass rush. 

Kendall Trainor will be stripped of 
his punting duties, leaving him to con- 
centrate on placements. Allen 
Meacham will be the punter. 
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QUARTERBACKS 


All-American 


Former Sooner, Current Husker 
Top QBs in All-American Race 


CREAM OF THE CROP 

1. Troy Aikman, UCLA, sr., 6-3, 217. 

Aikman, a fifth-year senior transfer 
from the University of Oklahoma, is 
the early-line favorite to go first in the 
1989 National Football League spring 
draft according to Scout’s Notebook 
88, put together by Pro Football 
Weekly. He was the Sooners’ starting 
quarterback in 1985 before he broke 
his left leg against Miami of Florida 
in the fourth game of the year. The 
Henryetta product transferred to 
UCLA when Jamelle Holieway 
bloomed as a wishbone quarterback 
in Aikman’s absence. Aikman sat out 
a year before blossoming himself in 
the pro offensive set used by UCLA. 
He completed 65.2 percent of his 
passes last year, for 2,527 yards and 
17 touchdowns with only eight inter- 
ceptions. Only one other quarterback 
in school history has thrown for more 


touchdowns and yardage in a season 
(Tom Ramsey's 21 and 3,124 yards in 
1982), 

Ifhe had not had such a poor game 
against Southern Cal in the season 
finale, Aikman would have led the na- 
tion in passing efficiency. He finished 
second (163.6) to Syracuse’s Don 
McPherson (164.3), 

Scout's Notebook ’88 says if he had 
tried to enter this vear's pro draft, 
more than half the NFL teams would 
have tried to offer Atlanta huge pack- 
ages for the rights to select him first. 
He will be among the top three 
preseason candidates to win the Heis- 
man Trophy Award as the best collegi- 
ate player in the nation. 

Aikman finished second in the vot- 
ing for the Davey O’Brien Award as 
best quarterback in the nation. He 
was also one of seven Bruins who 
earned All-Pacific 10 first-team 


Here's what 
the fuss is all 
about: UCLA 
quarterback 
and Heisman 
Trophy 
candidate 
Troy Aikman as 
a high school 
senior at 
Henryetta, 
Okla. 
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honors and was named Player of the 
Year in the conference. 

Aikman was named second-team 
All-American by the Associated 
Press, United Press International, The 
Sporting News, Football News, and 
College and Pro Football Newsweekly. 

His best game came against Arizo- 
na State when he led the Bruins to a 
31-23 victory, completing 22 of 31 
passes for 328 yards, including 13 of 
16 in the second half for two 
touchdowns. 

2. Steve Taylor, Nebraska, sr., 6-0, 
190, 

Taylor’s clutch ability was best 
summed up in one play in the Fiesta 
Bow] 31-28 loss to Florida State. The 
versatile quarterback hit Morgan 
Gregory for a 57-yard gain to the 
Seminoles’ two-yard line which more 
than likely would have led to a Corn- 
huskers’ comeback victory. But the 
play was called back because of an 
illegal formation. Taylor has shown he 
can both pass and run against the 
best. 

Taylor was named first-team All- 
American last year by Football News, 
third-team AP, and honorable men- 
tion by UPI. He was also selected 
first-team All-Big Eight and with a 
good start against one of the nation’s 
best teams, Texas A&M, in the Kick- 
off Classic on Aug. 27, he should be 
among the early Heisman Trophy 
candidates. 

Taylor passed for 902 yards and 13 
touchdowns last year, with a school- 
record 659 yards rushing for a quar- 
terback. He also tied the Big Eight 
record for touchdown passes in a 
game when he struck for five against 
UCLA last year, outdueling Aikman. 

Among other honors Taylor has 
reaped while at Nebraska are: 
Sugar Bowl MVP in 1987. He com- 
pleted 11 of 19 passes for 110 yards 
and one touchdown and rushed 20 
times for 63 yards and one 
touchdown. 

*In his debut at quarterback, he com- 
pleted 10 of 16 passes for 130 yards 
and two TDs and rushed for 139 yards 
and two touchdowns on 12 carries in 
a 34-17 victory over Florida State. Was 
named National Offensive Player of 
the Week by Sports Illustrated and 


CNN for that effort. 

®Also known as the fastest-ever 
Nebraska quarterback with a 4.54 
timing in the 40. As a senior at Lin- 
coln High School in San Diego, Calif., 
he broke the school total offense 
record with 3,211 yards, breaking the 
old mark set by Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Marcus Allen, 

About the only thing he hasn't 
done is beat Oklahoma. But stick 
around; he says he has plans. 

3. Jamelle Holieway, Oklahoma, sr., 
5-9, 180. 

“He's the best ever to play the po- 
sition,” Sooners head coach Barry 
Switzer said. 

As evidence for Heisman Trophy 
credentials, one must consider only 
one statistic. In his almost three full 
seasons as leader of OU's wishbone, 
the Sooners have lost only one game 
in which he has played. 

Already he has surpassed career 
rushing totals by other great OU quar- 
terbacks Thomas Lott, Jack Mildren, 
Steve Davis and J.C. Watts. Holieway 
has gained 2,532 yards on 442 carries 
and 27 touchdowns. 

Was named honorable mention All- 
American by AP and UPI. 

The only question is whether he 
will have recovered from corrective 
surgery on his left knee that forced 
him to miss last year’s Missouri and 
Nebraska games and the Orange 
Bowl. 

Holieway broke into tears at a press 
conference when he was first coming 
to grips with his injury. He told of 
receiving phone calls from Nebraska 
coach Tom Osborne and former Texas 
coach Darrell Royal as well as flow- 
ers from the Oklahoma State coach- 
ing staff. Even after missing a good 
chunk of the season, he still led OU 
in rushing, passing and total offense. 
He could redshirt and play in 1990. 
If he does play, he would enter the 
season third in OU career — total 
offense with 4,138 yards, sixth in pass- 
ing with 1,606 yards and ninth in 
rushing with 2,532 yards, 

Two-time All-Big Eight quarter- 
back and second team last year. Was 
named Big Eight Offensive Player of 
the Year in 1986. 

Only time will tell if Holieway’s 


Before the fall is over, Oklahoma will have faced two of the 
nation’s most heralded quarterbacks: USC’s Rodney Peete (left) 
and Steve Taylor (right) of Nebraska, who is only the third 
All-American option QB in history. 


ready in the fall. He missed all of 


spring practice. 

“T wonder if I'll be able to cut like 
I used to,” he says. 

If he is able, you will see his name 
at the top of most every award sheet 
around the country, 

4. Rodney Peete, Southern Cal, sr., 
6-2, 190. 

Since 1888, the Trojans have won 
eight national championships, ap- 
peared in an unprecedented 25 Rose 
Bowls and produced four Heisman 
Trophy winners. Peete would like to 
become No. 5 on that list in USC’s 
100th anniversary year. 

This dynamic quarterback set 12 
USC career, season and game records 
in passing and total offense last year 
while ranking fourth in the country 
in passing efficiency. He also plays for 
the Trojans’ baseball team. 

Coach Larry Smith likes Peete so 
much that he has picked him first- 
team PAC-10 preseason quarterback 
ahead of Troy Aikman. 

Peete has his work cut out for him, 
however. 


“With Boston College, Oklahoma 
and Notre Dame, we have a non- 
conference schedule that is among 
the toughest in the country,” said 
Smith. “There are several things we 
must improve on. We must better uti- 
lize Peete’s versatility as a runner and 
passer. Rodney is a legitimate Heis- 
man Trophy candidate if there ever 
was one. He’s the heart and soul of 
our team. He has the athletic ability 
and the national statistics, he’s an ex- 
citing, gutsy plaver who has the knack 
for making big plays. Off the field he 
has unbelievable charisma and class. 
He’s a great team player and a quiet 
leader. On top of all that, he’s very 
humble.’ 

He was named AII-PAC 10 first- 
team and Offensive Player of the Year 
by the media covering the conference, 
ahead of Aikman. He was an AP and 
UPI honorable mention All-American 
and The Sporting News listed him “A 
Notch Below” in its All-American 
preview; has a strong arm and runs a 
4.5, 40. 


He holds school records for career 


Preseason Annual | 39 


All-American Quarterbacks 


Only a junior, LSU quarterback Tommy Hodson has been setting 
school and SEC records for two seasons. 


pass attempts (722), completions 
(407), passing yardage (5,413), season 
attempts (332 last year), completions 
(197), yards (2,709) and touchdowns 
in a season (21 last year). 

What more need be said? 

5. Steve Walsh, Miami, Fla., jr, 6-3, 
195. 

Did something not even his 
predecessor Vinny Testaverde could 
do — win a national championship for 
Coach Jimmy Johnson as he beat Ok- 
lahoma 20-14 in the Orange Bowl. 

A fourth-year junior, he has easily 
stepped in to fill some pretty big 
shoes for the Hurricanes. He follows 
the likes of Testaverde, Bernie Kosar 
and Jim Kelly. 

Walsh has not lost a game in 12 
starts at Miami. He has displayed 
poise in pressure situations and his 
solid knowledge of the Miami passing 
game has been the foundation for his 
success. In his 12 games, he was 
sacked only 10 times and intercept- 
ed only eight. Walsh passed for 209 
yards against a Sooners’ defense that 
was No. | in the nation against the 
pass. He completed 18 of 30 for two 
touchdowns, including a 30-yard 
streak pattern to Melvin Bratton that 
Walsh called at the line of scrimmage 
because he saw confusion in the 
Sooners’ secondary prior to the snap. 

“He's less emotional than Bernie 
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was,” Johnson said of Walsh. “T don’t 
want Steve to be emotional. I can be 
hyper, but my quarterbacks can’t.” 

Walsh threw 19 touchdown passes 
in the regular season, but did not es- 
cape Testaverde’s shadow until after 
the Orange Bowl. In. Testaverde’s 
chance to win the national champi- 
onship against Penn State the year be- 
fore, he completed 26 of 50 for 285 
yards, but no touchdowns and five in- 
terceptions. The spotlight is now 
Walsh's. He proved he has nothing to 
prove. 

“T guess you call it living out a 
dream,” he said. 

Led the Hurricanes to victory over 
in-state rivals Florida and Florida 
State as well. Miami trailed the Semi- 
noles 19-3 late in the third quarter be- 
fore Walsh rallied the troops to a 
26-25 win. He had three touchdown 
passes in the second half, tosses of 49, 
26 and the game-winner was a 
73-vard bomb to Michael Irvin. 

Was named ESPN's Player of the 
Game in a 51-7 rout of Arkansas in 
Little Rock. He was 20 of 28 for 215 
yards in three quarters of work. 

If he can find someone to take [r- 
vin's place at wide receiver, he may 
be better than any of his legendary 
predecessors. 


BEST OF THE REST 


1. Todd Ellis, South Carolina, jr, 
6-3, 203. Was named second-team 
All-American as a freshman, throwing 
for 3,020 yards and 20 touchdowns, 
breaking three NCAA passing marks. 

2. Tom Hodson, LSU, jr, 6-3, ISI. 
Was first freshman to start for the 
Tigers and threw for a school record 
19 touchdowns to quell all doubts. 

3. Major Harris, West Virginia, 
soph., 6-1, 215. Named Freshman 
Quarterback of the Year by The Sport- 
ing News, ranked second among fresh- 
men in total yardage with 1,658, 
ahead of Florida running back Em- 
mitt Smith, but just behind Oregon's 
Bill Musgrave. 

4. Jeff Francis, Tennessee, sv, 6-3, 
208. Was ranked with Hodson and 
Florida's Kerwin Bell as one of the 
three top quarterbacks in the 
Southeastern Conference, 

5. Eric Jones, Vanderbilt, sr., 6-1, 
200. Ranked fifth in the nation last 
year in passing efficiency just behind 
Peete. Completed 61 percent of his 
passes and had 16 touchdowns to I 
interceptions. 

6. Mike Gundy, Oklahoma State, jr, 
5-Ll, 180. Established a Big Eight 
record for freshmen when he passed 
for 1525 vards and was named the 
conference’s Newcomer of the Year. 
Did nothing to hurt that reputation 
last year, 

7. Dee Dowis, Air Force, jr, 5-10, 
160, Broke his wrist at the end of the 
season and missed the Freedom 
Bowl, but prior to that, he rushed for 
1,315 yards as a wishbone operator, 
finishing just behind UCLA’s Gaston 
Green in the national rushing 
standings. 

8. Troy Taylor, California, jr, 6-3, 
180. Threw 18 touchdown passes 
despite missing the rest of the season 
after breaking a finger in the ninth 
game. 

9. Terrence Jones, Tulane, sr, 6-1, 
207. Was recruited along with Holie- 
way and Eric Mitchel by OU four 
years ago and has put together simi- 
lar numbers to Holieway’s in 
Louisiana 

10, Sean Covey, Brigham Young, jr. 
6-0, 190. Threw for 394 vards in a 
22-16 loss to Virginia in the Al- 
American Bowl. 


ACKS 
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All-American 


Song of the South is “Backs!” 


CREAM OF THE CROP 

1. Bobby Humphrey, Alabama, sr., 
6-1, 187. 

The Crimson Tide’s wiry back 
slipped through the Michigan defense 
for 149 yards rushing in the Hall of 
Fame Bowl, although he was over- 
shadowed by a 234-yard rushing ef- 
fort by the Wolverines’ Jamie Morris. 
Still it capped a stellar year for this 
Heisman Trophy candidate. 

He finished 13th in the nation in 
rushing with 1,255 yards on 238 car- 
ries and I touchdowns. His per-game 
average was 114.1 yards rushing. 

Scout's Notebook ’88 says: “If Penn 
State’s Blair Thomas and Texas’ Eric 
Metcalf redshirt, the top back in the 
88 NFL draft could be Alabama’s 
Bobby Humphrey. Humphrey is not 
only a great runner, but is also a fine 
pass receiver and a kick returner.’ 

Thomas is recovering from a late- 
season knee injury from last year and 
Metcalf may redshirt to perform in 
the Olympics. 

His best game in 1986 as a sopho- 
more was against Penn State when he 
rushed for 220 yards, threw for 57 
yards, returned kicks for 17 yards, 
scored one touchdown and set up 
another. Humphrey rushed for a 
school record 1,471 yards that season. 
He had three 200 yard-plus games in 
that sophomore season. The young- 
ster also scored 17 touchdowns and 
was named Southeastern Conference 
Player of the Year. 

Was named first-team All-American 
by The Sporting News and third-team 
All-American by AP. 

During his sophomore year, writers 
from Alabama were talking about his 
game against Penn State and one fel- 
low accidentally referred to him as 
Bobby Heisman. He’s hoping this year 
that the tag sticks with the rest of the 
writers around the country. 

2. Sammie Smith, Florida State, jr., 
6-2, 219. 

Smith finished ninth in the nation 
last year in rushing, with 1,230 yards 


on 172 carries for an average of 123 
yards a game. 

The only returning running back to 
post better figures than Smith was 
Penn State’s Blair Thomas. 

Among the leading rushers in the 
country, Smith was tied in the No. | 
spot for best average gain per carry. 
He and Nebraska's Keith “End Zone” 
Jones led the nation with an average 
gain of 7.2 yards every time they ran 
with the ball. To put that into per- 
spective, the leading rusher in the na- 
tion, Nevada-Las Vegas’ Ickey Woods, 
averaged 6.4 yards per carry, and a 
guy like Pitt’s Craig “Ironhead” Hey- 
ward, who finished second in the na- 
tion in total yards, averaged only 4.6 


Bobby 
Humphrey 
of Alabama 
lost his 1987 
Heisman 
glitter when 
Emmitt Smith 
and 
Reggie Cobb 
starred as 
freshmen. 
Humphrey's still 
very good. 


yards per carry. 

It appears that Smith has turned his 
game around after suffering through 
an injury-plagued season in which he 
had a perennial case of fumbleitis 
when he was able to carry the ball. 
Smith topped off 1986 with 205 
rushing yards in the All-American 
Bowl. 

“All of a sudden, he has become a 
force,” said Florida State Head Coach 
Bobby Bowden. 

Although Nebraska shut him down 
with only 28 yards on nine tries in the 
Fiesta Bowl this year, bigger and bet- 
ter things are expected from Smith. 

Named honorable mention All- 
American by The Associated Press. 


Preseason Annual 14) 


3. Eric Metcalf, Texas, sr., 5-9, 170. 

Metcalf fought off adversity to put 
together an excellent season last year. 
Prior to the season starting, the stu- 
dent newspaper, The Daily Texan, had 
reported that Metcalf would not play 
because of academic problems. Met- 
calf had the determination necessary 
to buckle down that summer and 
clear up the problem. He then went 
to work on Southwest Conference 
foes and was named second-team All- 
American by The Sporting News and 
AP. 

Metcalf is one of those slippery 
runners who is not afraid to take the 
ball up the middle, but he’s not going 
to run over anyone when he gets 
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there. He has to dart and dodge his 
way to daylight, but he does it with 
the sleekness of a cheetah turning on 
a dime. The Longhorns list him at 
180, but he is lucky if he hits the 
170-mark on the scales with a heavy 
bar of soap in his hand. Metcalf is so 
small that when he tucks his No. 2 
into the back of his football pants it 
almost looks more like a question 
mark on the back of his jersey, which 
might be appropriate this year. There 
are reports that the little scatback 
may redshirt to compete in the Olym- 
pic Summer Games in Seoul, South 
Korea. Metcalf has the look of a 
sprinter, but his specialty is long- 
jumping where he has consistently 


Reggie Cobb 
of Tennessee 
fuels the SEC 
rumor that 
deep South 
backs are the 
best in 
college 
football. 


been around the 27-foot mark in re- 
cent years. He didn’t finish among the 
top five at the NCAA Indoor Cham- 
pionships in Oklahoma City this 
winter, but many believe he has quite 
a future before him. He also has won 
the NCAA triple jump competition 
during his track career. 

He finished 23rd in the nation last 
year in rushing, but surpassed the 
1,000-yard mark with ease. Metcalf 
carried the ball 223 times and gained 
1,161 yards, scoring 10 touchdowns. 
His averages were 105.5 yards per 
game and 5.2 yards per carry. 

Although he was well down on the 
national rushing list, Metcalf was third 
in the country as an all-purpose run- 
ner. Those statistics are derived from 
rushing, receiving and return yardage. 
The only two backs ahead of him 
were Thurman Thomas of Oklahoma 
State and Eric Wilkerson of Kent 
State. Metcalf averaged 175 yards per 
game in all-purpose yardage. He 
finished the year with 1,925 total all- 
purpose yards. Thomas had 1,938 and 
Wilkerson 2,074. 

Metcalf finished sixth in the nation 
in punt returns, returning 24 for 324 
yards, averaging 13.5 yards per return. 
One of those he returned for a 
touchdown. 

For those with long memories, 
Metcalf is the son of former National 
Football League great Terry Metcalf, 
who had so many great years with the 
St. Louis Cardinals. Scout’s Notebook 
88 compared the two. 

“Eric is a faster, more explosive ver- 
sion of Terry, who was one of the most 
explosive players in the NFL,’ said 
the scouting report. “Like Terry, Eric 
is a great all-purpose back who runs, 
catches, returns punts and kickoffs 
and can change field position faster 
than a referee.” 

Longhorns Coach David McWil- 
liams is sitting on the edge awaiting 
Eric’s decision. 

“With what we have offensively, we 
are based a lot on the big play,’ he 
said. “With Eric Metcalf, you have the 
threat as far as making the big play.’ 

Without him, the Longhorns are 
just a bunch of good athletes watch- 
ing the Summer Olympics with 
mixed emotions. 


4, Emmitt Smith, Florida, soph., 
5-10, 185. 

They call him the Florida Flash. 
Among all the college players return- 
ing this year, Smith is the plaver who 
finished highest in last year’s Heisman 
Trophy balloting. He was ninth, just 
seven points ahead of Bobby Hum- 
phrey. Smith received two first-place 
votes to Humphrey’s five, but finished 
ahead of him on the strength of 42 
third-place votes to Humphrey’s 14. 

As the Gators’ newest star, he be- 
came the only freshman ever to rush 
for more than 1,000 yards in only 
seven games. Smith also put his name 
alongside Herschel Walker's as the 
only freshmen in Southeastern Con- 
ference history to lead the league in 
rushing. Smith, Walker and Tony Dor- 
sett are the only freshmen who have 
surpassed 1,300 yards rushing in their 
first season. His 1,341 yards was a 
school record. Other school records 
he set were: yards rushing in a game 
(224), most consecutive games with 
at least 100 yards rushing (6), most 
100-vard rushing games in a season 
(8), most all-purpose vards in a sea- 
son (1,525), most rushing touchdowns 
in a season (13), 

“He’s very deceiving,” said Alaba- 
ma Coach Bill Curry, who saw Smith 
carry for 224 yards against the Crim- 
son Tide. “It’s like when Herschel 
Walker played. It was hard to believe 
he was running that fast, but tacklers 
were diving and landing behind him. 
Emmitt's not that big, but he's so 
powerful and has that deceiving style. 
He shuffles his feet and makes tack- 
lers miss him. You can’t practice the 
way he runs, It’s a God-given talent.” 

His teammates and broadcasters 
and writers all thought he was some- 
thing special, too. 

“You see a lot of guys with speed, 
but they can’t do the things Emmitt 
can,” said former Florida quarterback 
Kerwin Bell. “That’s because thev 
aren't natural. Emmitt’s a natural. 
He'll run up to the line, stick a leg in 
to see if he likes it. Then, he'll go to 
the next hole and do the same thing. 
He’s always looking around. He just 
has the great vision that all the great 
ones have.” 


“He's football’s answer to Roy 


Hobbs—Emmitt Smith is The Natur 
al?’ said ESPN's Tim Brando. 

“What Emmitt Smith does have is 
superb vision and the balance of Karl 
Wallenda;’ wrote Jere Longman of 
the Philadelphia Inquirer. “He doestrt 
run so much as he skates, skimming 
along like an egg on a Teflon skillet, 
setting up his beefy convoy of block- 
ers and scudding through the slight- 
est puncture in a defense.’ 

Smith rushed for L00-plus yards in 
his final 28 games at Pensacola Es- 
cambia High School in Florida. 

Was named National Freshman 
Player of the Year by The Sporting 
News and UPI. 

Prior to Smith, Florida running 
backs had rushed for more than 170 
yards in a game only nine times in the 
school’s 8l-year history of football. 
Smith did it four times in his first five 
starts as a Gator. 

“Emmitt has been blessed with a 
natural ability to run a football in a 
manner that is truly a thing of beau- 
ty to watch,” said Florida Head Coach 
Galen Hall, 

But the nicest thing of all about 
Smith for Hall is that he has him for 
at least two more years and mavbe 
three. That’s an awesome thing for 
SEC coaches to worry about. 

“Emmitt Smith is probably the pre- 
mier runner in the United States,’ 
says Auburn Head Coach Pat Dye. 

5. Blair Thomas, Penn State, sr.. 
5-10, 189. 

The Nittany Lions are one of those 
rare teams that lets the statistics speak 
for themselves. If most any other team 
had a back with the talent of Thomas, 
he would have had the cover of the 
spring media guide to himself, an en- 
tire page of accolades neatly designed 
in his honor and possibly a flyer of his 
own calling him the No. 1 Heisman 
Trophy candidate in the land. 


If you're looking for this kind of 


recognition for Blair Thomas, you've 
come to the wrong school. This is 
Penn State. Mr. Clean, Mr. Team, Joe 
Paterno’s Penn State, where no one is 
bigger than the whole. 

And so it follows that Blair Thomas 
shares the front of the media guide 
with three other Nittany Lions. There 
is no single page all to himself, mere- 


Emmitt Smith of Florida was the 

leading freshman rusher in the 

nation last year, but he could 

have a hard time even making 
All-SEC this fall. 


ly a couple of columns back on page 
21 sandwiched between a couple of 
other guys whose last names start 
with the letter T. No big lifesize pic- 
ture of him running right into your 
living room. Just another of the 91 
mug shots of every player on the 
team, all, mind you, in dress shirts and 
ties. 

Once they're out of those coats and 
ties, however, it is easy to see what this 
team runs on—the energy of running 
back Blair Thomas, Like Metcalf, 
though, Thomas is a question mark. 
He tore the cruciate ligament in his 
right knee on Dec. 9 while practicing 
for the Citrus Bowl. Corrective sur- 
gery was performed on Jan. LU and his 
doctors told him he needed nine 
months of recuperation. That might 
not leave him time to get ready to play 
this year and force a redshirt  sit- 
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uation. 

Should he decide not to redshirt 
and he is healthy, he will make 
enough money as the top running 
back in the NFL draft to keep him- 
self in coats and ties for a lifetime. 

Scout’s Notebook ’88 says the Heis- 
man Trophy will be decided between 
UCLA quarterback Troy Aikman and 
Thomas. 

“Before his injury, Thomas was rat- 
ed at least on a par with Curt Warn- 
er and well ahead of D,J. Dozier 
(former Penn State backs now in the 
NFL) at similar stages of develop- 
ment,” Scout's Notebook 'S8 said. 

“He can do everything,” says Pater- 
no. “He is probably the best blocker 
we have, including fullbacks. He’s a 
great receiver. He has fantastic ac- 


celeration. He has a chance to be a 
really great back.” 

Thomas rushed for 1,414 vards in 
*87 and added another 300 yards in 
pass receptions. He is a franchise 
player and could be the best back in 
the country if he heals. 
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Was eighth nationally in all- 
purpose yardage and seventh in rush- 
ing yardage and would be the top 
returning back in the country on the 
rushing vardage list. 

His 1.414 rushing vards was the 
third best total in Penn State history. 
Thomas scored 13 touchdowns, 
running and two at the end of a pass 
reception. His averages were 161.09 
all-purpose yards per game and 
128.55 yards per game on the ground. 

In Penn State history, only Heisman 
Trophy winner John Cappalletti 
(1,522 in 1973) and Lydell Mitchell 
(1,567 in 1971) had better rushing 
seasons. 

Thomas finished the season with 
seven 100-yard plus rushing games, 
highlighted by a career-high 214 yards 
on 35 carries in the season finale 
against Notre Dame. The Nittany 
Lions are 8-0 in games in which Tho- 
mas has run for at least 100 yards, 

In 1986, he had a 92-vard touch- 
down run against Syracuse. His best 
overall game was against Temple 


Penn State 
will be the 
Beast of the 
East since 
_ Craig Heyward 
«| of Pitt turned 
pro. 


Blair Thomas of 


when he totaled 259 yards, 167 on 24 
rushing attempts, 51 on pass recep- 
tions and 41 on three kickoff returns. 

Thomas was elected third-team All- 
American by AP. 

“That Blair Thomas is a great play- 
er,’ said West Virginia Head Coach 
Don Nehlen. “We must have missed 
five million tackles on him alone.” 

“Blair is the best back we played 
against all year?’ said Notre Dame 
Head Coach Lou Holtz. And that in- 
cluded such backs as Jamie Morris of 
Michigan, Lorenzo White of Michi- 
gan State, Craig Heyward of Pitt and 
Bobby Humphrey of Alabama. 

And that’s saying a mouthful, 


BEST OF THE REST 

1. Keith Jones, Illinois, sr., 6-2, 209. 
Was leading kick returner in the Big 
Ten as a fullback in 1986. Figures 
more prominently in the offense this 
year, 

2. Barry Sanders, Oklahoma State, 
jr. 5-8, 180. Was named second-team 
All-American by The Sporting News as 
a kick return specialist. He should 
pick up where first-team All- 
American teammate Thurman Tho- 
mas left in the backfield this year. 

3. David Hudson, Iowa, sr., 6-2, 
230. This block of stone averaged 7.2 
yards per carry as a sophomore. 

4, Anthony Stafford, Oklahoma, sr., 
5-7, 175. Fastest running back on the 
Sooners’ squad which features speed 
merchants. Reminds Head Coach 
Barry Switzer of former OU great 
Greg Pruitt. 

5. James Rouse, Arkansas, jr., 6-1, 
218. Rushed for 1,004 vards and 17 
touchdowns last year. 

6. Darren Lewis, Texas A&M, 
soph., 5-l1, 205. Honorable mention 
All-American by AP as a freshman last 
year. Southwest Conference New- 
comer of the Year. 

7. Harvey Williams, LSU, jr., 6-2, 
203. Was on All-SEC checklists as a 
sophomore and can only get better. 

8. Durwin Greggs, Virginia, jr., 5-Ll, 
216. Led team in rushing as freshman. 

9, Darrell Thompson, Minnesota, 
jr, 6-2, 204. Rushed for 1,229 yards 
last year to lead the Gophers and 
finished 16th in the nation. 

10. Joe Henderson, Iowa State, sr., 
6-0, 202. Finished 15th in the nation 
with 1,232 yards rushing. 


RECEIVERS 


All-American 


Dykes May Catch All-Star Honors 


CREAM OF THE CROP 

1, Lawyer Tillman, Auburn, sr., 6-4, 
220. 

Scout's Notebook ‘88 says people in 
Alabama keep comparing Tillman to 
Ozzie Newsome, all-time great 
receiver for the Cleveland Browns. 
He is a big receiver with tremendous 
ability. Rated among top in college 
game by this NFL scout’s book. 
Named second-team All-American by 
The Sporting News. 

2. Hart Lee Dykes, Oklahoma 
State, sr., 6-4, 215. 

Was Uth in the nation in catches 
per game with 5.5. Named honorable 
mention All-American by AP. No. | 


ranked recruit in the nation out of 


high school in Bay City, Texas. Set a 
school record with 61 receptions last 
year. Great all-around athlete. As a 
9-year-old in 1977, he won the nation- 
al Pitch, Hit and Run contest and 
earlier in the year he won the nation- 
al Punt, Pass and Kick competition. 

3. Terrance Mathis, New Mexico, 
sr., 6-0, 190. 

Named _ third-team All-American 
last year by AP. Was fifth in the na- 
tion with 6.6 catches per game, grab- 


bing 73 balls for 1,132 yards. One of 


only five receivers in the nation with 
a 1,000-plus season. 

4. Greg McMurtry, Michigan, jr., 
6-3, 200. 

He filled in as a freshman when the 
Wolverines’ John Kolesar broke a col- 
lar bone. He caught 19 passes for 449 
yards. Has become a major focal point 
in the Michigan offense despite the 
problems at quarterback last season. 
With a year under the signal callers’ 
belts, look to this man to remind fans 
of another former great, Anthony 
Carter. 

5. Andre Rison, Michigan State, sr., 
5-10, 182. 

Scout’s Notebook 88 says he is a 
better prospect than New York Gi- 
ants’ Mark Ingram was in college. 
Will challenge McMurtry for Big 
Ten’s top honors. 


BEST OF THE REST 

1. John Ford, Virginia, sr, 6-3, 200. 
Scout's Notebook ‘88 rates him among 
top five in country. Says he is big, 
strong, fast, catches well and com- 
pares him to Miami's Michael Irvin. 

2. Rod Harris, ‘Texas A&M, sr, 5-11, 
180. First-team All-SWC by AP. 
Honorable mention All-American by 
AP. Average 14.8 yards per catch last 
vear. 

3. Jason Phillips, Houston, sr., 5-9, 
170, Led the nation in catches with 
99 and in catches per game with 9.0. 
Should prosper in Houston Coach 
Jack Pardee’s run-and-shoot offense. 

4, Dana Brinson, Nebraska, sr., 5-9, 
170. One of the most dangerous offen- 
sive threats in the Big Eight. Rushed 
for 250 yards, caught 13 passes for 
189, returned 22 punts for 222 and 
returned 14 kickoffs for 329, averag- 
ing 12.1 yards each time he touched 
the ball. 


5. Wayne Walker, Texas Tech, sr., 
5-9, 160. All-SWC and the league's 
greatest deep threat. 

6. Kimble Anders, Houston, jr, 
5-L1, 205, Caught 61 last year for 707 
vards, 12th in the nation with 5.5 
catches per game. 

7. Fred Hadley, Mississippi State, 
sr, 6-2, 173. Probably the most under- 
rated speed threat in nation, Second 
to only Tillman in the SEC, 

8. Dennis Ross, Lowa State, sr., 6-3, 
197. First-team All-Big Eight with 53 
catches for 673 vards and four touch- 
downs. 

9. Matt Bellini, Brigham Young, 
soph., 6-0, 175. Caught 51 last year 
with three touchdowns and 5.1 per 
game to rank in top 25 in nation, 

10. Tommy Kane, Syracuse, sr., 5-11, 
178. Scout's Notebook ’SS8 says he can 
run like the wind and jump Uhrough 
the dome, and he caught 14 touch- 
down passes last season. 


Hart Lee Dykes (left) is a tall player haunted by tall tales of NCAA 
no-no's at O-State, which could sour an All-American season. At 
6-foot-4, Lawyer Tillman (right) of Auburn is a “big” big-play receiver. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


All-American 


Big Eight, Pac Ten 
Produce Best of '88 OL 


CREAM OF THE CROP 

L. Andy Sinclair, Stanford, sr., 6-3, 
275, 

A couple of vears ago, the Cardinal 
got off to a great start thanks to the 
passing arm of John Paye who was 
given the pass protection and time to 
throw by the man in front of him. 
Andy Sinclair. They helped the team 
move into the Top 20 for the first time 
in a long time. 

In October when the Cardinal met 
defensive-minded Southern Cal, it 
was a different story. The Trojans shut 
down the Cardinal 10-0 and Stanford 
Coach Jack Elway was livid afterward. 

He called a team meeting with his 
offense and began chewing them up 
one side and down the other, 

“T told them I was tired of being 
clever, that I wanted them to fire out 
and hit people, slam the ball at them, 
one of those kinds of speeches.” El- 
way said, 


Durable Anthony Phillips of 
Oklahoma has made All-Big 
Eight all three years he’s started 
for the Sooners. 
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Just as he was getting up a head of 
steam, a voice was heard from the 
back of the room. 

“Coach, I hope vou'll consider a 
play action pass now and then,” said 
Sinclair. 

The place was roaring with langh- 
ter, Even the coaches loved it. 

“T owas stressing to be more 
dominating, more physical and Andy 
says. ‘Tt wouldn't hurt to throw a pass 
once in a while,” said Elway, laugh- 
ing. “He's a good guy.’ 

Not only is he a good guy, but he’s 
a great center. He can move them out 
when he has to or he can keep them 
out when the quarterback needs time 
to throw. Such versatility makes him 
an excellent prospect for the pros. 

“It’s fun getting into people,’ Sin- 
clair suid of blocking. “See, the thing 
is, we're not passive pass-blocking. 
Believe me, it’s aggressive.” 

It was his blocking that helped 
make a name for Pave and a consen- 
sus All-American of fullback Brad 
Muster. 

That’s why as a senior, Sinclair is 
the center of attention all across the 
country. 

2. Steve Wisniewski, Penn State, sr., 
6-4, 260. 

Scout’s Notebook “88 makes Wis- 
niewski one of the top five linemen in 
the nation for this season. The youn- 
ger brother of Leo is a starting short- 
side guard for the third consecutive 
season. And his first two, he found 
himself a first-team All-American 
selection by The Sporting News. He 
also was a first-team All-East selection 
and honorable mention All-American 
last year by AP. 

Leo played with the Nittany Lions 
in 1979-80 and later with the Balti- 
more Colts. His younger brother, 
Steve, was one of only four offensive 
players to start every game for Penn 
State last season. 


He and strongside guard Rich Kuzs 
were the only offensive linemen who 
did not miss a start. Wisniewski 
logged more playing time than any 
other plaver last fall, participating in 
789 offensive plays. He was particu- 
larly Outstanding in the Lions’ finale 
vs. Notre Dame, a game in which tail- 
back Blair Thomas gained a career- 
high 214 yards rushing. 

“Athletes have a lot of influence on 
people, especially little kids?’ said 
Wisniewski. “I think that they have to 
use it (the influence) to be a good role 
model. It’s funny that Pm one of the 
guys that I would have looked up to 
IQ) vears ago” 

He has started in two bow! games, 
the 1987 Fiesta Bowl and the 1988 
Citrus Bowl, 

He's one of the best. 

3, Anthony Phillips, Oklahoma, sr.. 
6-3, 280. 

This three-vear letterman from 
Jenks, Okla., is considered a leviti- 
mate candidate for the Outland 
Trophy and Lombardi Award. Phillips 
was named All-Big Eight for the third 
year in a row last season. A Football 
News first-team All-American in 1986, 
he is Oklahoma's starter at right 
guard. 

He is a durable performer, missing 


just two games in three seasons. Phil- 


lips is very physical and probably is 
the most versatile of OU's offensive 
linemen. He was rated by one reeruit- 
ing service as the No. L prospect in 
the state as a senior at Jenks, He he- 
gan his freshman season in Norman 
as a tackle, but moved to his present 
position when coaches overhauled 
the offensive line midway through the 
1985 season. He was redshirted in 
1984. Phillips is a kev member of the 
unit, termed the best offensive line in 
the country, one that was recognized 
as Player of the Game by CBS-TV af- 
ter the Texas game last vear. He is 19 
months younger than his brother Jon, 
who went in the NFL draft in April, 

Anthony is also a tremendous stu- 
dent, who has been first-team All- 
Academic in the Big Eight three years 
in a row as a business management 
major and second-team Academic All- 
American last vear. 

Both Anthony and Jon won All- 


State and All-American honors play- 
ing side-by-side on the Jenks offensive 
line. 

“When you're expected to play at 
a high level, it helps get you pre- 
pared.” said Anthony. “IT think I've 
earned All-America honors. Not only 
do I feel that I deserve it, but I've 
worked for it. I'd like to be a consen- 
sus All-American and I'd like to be 
one of the top candidates for the Out- 
land Trophy, That’s stuff you dream 
about doing. 

“This is my last year and 1 want to 
go out with a bang. I’ve played foot- 
ball most of my life and right now it 
is my life. When you get out of col- 
leg, unless you're brilliant, you can't 
make the kind of money you can play- 
ing in the NFL, Economically, it’s the 
best thing to do if you have the op- 
portunity. Just because you're an All- 
American doesn’t mean you'll go high 
in the draft. They draft people based 
on their ability and L have to prove 1 
have the ability to play in the pros. | 
believe I do.” 

4. Tony Mandarich, Michigan 
State, sr, 6-5, 297. 

Seout’s Notebook ‘SS lists Man- 
darich as the top offensive lineman in 
the country. 

“The huge Canadian is an agile, 
mobile monster who is light on his 
feet,” said the scouting report. 

He, along with 297-pound tackle 
teammate Pat Shurmur helped put 
Lorenzo White on the map. Ifa guy 
can't run after 600 pounds of beef has 
cleared the way, he’s in a lot of trou- 
ble. Their blocking was one of the big 
reasons White was a Heisman Trophy 
candidate last year. 


Mandarich was considered one of 


the best in the country last year and 
there's no reason in the world he can’t 
improve this season. 

The best way to evaluate his talent 
is to take a gander at White's statis- 
tics. He finished sixth in the nation 
in rushing with 1,459 yards, averag- 
ing 132.6 a game. White had to have 
some room to make that kind of yard- 
age, With Mandarich in the lineup 
and with another year’s experience 


under his belt, don’t be surprised if 


he doesn’t help another Spartan run- 
ning back make a name for himself as 


White did. 

Was named second-team All- 
American by AP and The Sporting 
News. It’s going to take a fluke to keep 
this guy away from one of the big 
trophies they give away to the best in- 
terior linemen this year. 

5. Mike Zandofsky, Washington, sr., 
6-2, 296. 

This guy also made second-team 
All-American in The Sporting News 
last year. He also is named by Scout's 
Notebook "88 as one of this season's 
top five linemen in America, 

One preview magazine that has 
been in the business for years and 
years, picked him as the best under- 
classman tackle in the country last 
season, ahead of Mandarich. 

With Southern Cal’s Dave Cadigan 
gone, it should be quite a race just in 
the PAC-10 for lineman of the year be- 
tween Zandofsky and Sinclair. 

“The offensive line dictates how 
much you can do offensively,” said 
Washington Head Coach Don James. 
“And we're not holding back much 
with linemen like Mike.” 

The Huskies have been known for 
talented running backs and tall, suc- 
cessful passers coming into the pros. 
New Orleans has reaped success with 
Reuben Mayes at running back and 
Dallas and Houston think they have 
a couple of quarterbacks on the verge 
of greatness with Steve Pelluer and 
Warren Moon. Both came from the 
Washington program. They didn’t get 
where they are today with average 
offensive linemen. And they just seem 
to fall off trees and into Washington's 
back vard. Zandofsky has to be con- 
sidered one of the prize apples. 


BEST OF THE REST 

1, Jake Young, Nebraska, jr., 6-4, 
250. Second-team All-Big Eight on 
AP and UPI lists. One of the, if not 
the, smartest centers in the nation. 
Was Academic All-American last year 
with a grade-point-average of 3.516 in 
finance. 

2. Bob Latham, Oklahoma, sr., 6-5, 
265. Unanimous All-Big Eight at 
center. Started as a freshman and may 
be the best at his position during Bar- 
ry Switzer's stint as head coach. 


3. Mark Stepnoski, Pitt, sr, 6-3, 


265. Rated second-best offensive line- 
man underclassman among all the 
major independents last year. 

4. Bob Kratch, Iowa, sr., 6-4, 270. 
Chosen among the top five linemen 
in the country this season by Scout's 
Notebook ‘8S. 

5. Pat Tomberlin, Florida State, sr., 
6-4, 300. Made third-team  All- 
American last year on the AP list. 

6. Freddie Childress, Arkansius, sr., 
6-4, 330. A third-year starter who has 
slimmed down from 350. 

7. Joe Tofflemire, Arizona, sr., 6-3, 
255. If not for Sinclair and Zandofsky, 
this guy would get a great deal more 
attention, 

8. David Williams, Florida, sr., 6-6, 
29(). Also among top five linemen in 
the country, according to Scout's Note- 
book ’88. 

9, Pat Crowley, North Carolina, jr., 
6-3, 278. Had a dynamic freshman 
season and was projected as one of 
best guards to ever play in the Atlan- 
tic Coast Conference. 

10. Mark Nua, Hawaii, sr., 6-7, 325. 
“Mark has all the ability to be a real- 
ly dominant player as an offensive 
lineman, and that is hard to do, We're 
expecting great things from Mark,” 
said Hawaii Head Coach Bob Wagner. 


Center Andy Sinclair of Stanford 
ranks as one of the most 
dominating offensive linemen in 
America. 
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All-American 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Rocker Tops Among Defensive Giants 


CREAM OF THE CROP 

lL. Tracy Rocker, Auburn, sr.. 6-3, 
258. 

Named third-team All-American by 
AP. and Scout's Notebook ‘88 calls him 
the best defensive lineman in the 


country if he can show he has 
returned 100 percent from knee 
surgery, 


Made Auburn one of the toughest 
defensive teams in the country last 
year along with this vear’s No. | NFL 
draft pick Aundray Bruce, chosen by 
the Atlanta Falcons. 

In nine of Auburn's 12 games last 
season, the defense gave up no more 
than one touchdown. They beat Texas 
31-3, Kansas 49-0, North Carolina 
20-10, Vanderbilt 48-15, Georgia Tech 
20-10, Mississippi State 38-7, Florida 
29-6, Georgia 27-11 and Alabama 
10-0. 


For the second time in four 
years the Sooners could have 
an All-American noseguard; 
Dante Williams might do 
it this fall. 
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The Auburn defense finished fifth 
in the country in scoring defense, al- 
lowing only 10.5 points per game. 
They were 10th in total defense, 16th 
in pass defense and 15th in rushing 
defense, But when it came to keep- 
ing the opponents off the scoreboard. 
the Tigers got the job done. and Rock- 
er is the kind of plaver that can help 
Auburn remain on that plateau. 

Although Bruce got most of the ink 
last year, a healthy Rocker would 
more than likely fill his All-American 
shoes this year, 

2. Mark Messner, Michigan, sr., 
6-3, 248. 

Was a first-team All-American 
selection on The Sparting News list 
and second-team All-American on 
AP's. 

Two-time All-Big Ten selection who 
led the Wolverines to a Top 10 rating 
in scoring defense. Michigan was 
ninth in the country, allowing only 
13.5 points per game. They also were 
in the Top 20 statistically in total 
defense, rushing defense and passing 
defense, finishing 15th, L9th, and 19th 
respectively in those categories. 

If Messner turns out to be as good 
as expected, his name should be at 
the top of the list when it comes time 
to start counting the votes in the Out- 
land and Lombardi Awards balloting. 

3, Dave Haight, Lowa, sr., 6-3, 270. 

They call it Big Ten for a reason, 
you know. This conference boasts 
some of the best front wall men in the 
country this year and Haight and 
Messner are two prime examples. 

This nose tackle made second-team 
All-American last year on The Sport- 
ing News squad. Because of his defen- 
sive prowess up front, the Hawkeves 
allowed opponents only 2.9 yards per 
carry last season. They finished 13th 
in the nation in total defense, but 
were even higher when it came to 
yards allowed per carry. They were at 
No. Ll in that category, 

Going against All-American Bob 
Kratch on a daily basis has done noth- 
ing but enhance each player's skills. 
If Joe Mott returns to the defensive 


lineup, you'll see a lot of teams run- 
ning outside on Iowa and throwing 
the ball, because there won't be any 
room at all to run up the middle on 
these guys. 

Haight will be looking to become 
a third-year All-Big Ten selection in 
the middle of this huge defensive 
wall, Don’t bet against him. 

4. Jeff Roth, Florida, sr.. 6-4, 255. 

A first-team All-SEC choice by UPI 
last year at middle guard. A first-team 
Sophomore All-American on the Foot- 
ball News team in 1986, A first-team 
Freshman All-American on the Foot- 
ball News team in 1985, 

When you think of Florida, Enmitt 
Smith automatically pops into your 
mind, but it is Florida's defense that 
has been the most consistent aspect 
of its performance the past four sea- 
sons. In three of the past four years 
(1984, °S5 and °S7) the Gators’ troops 
have led the SEC in total defense. 
Roth is one of the reasons, 

Roth has prospered despite playing 
under three different defensive coor- 
dinators since he arrived on campus. 
If that’s not enough hardship on a 
middle guard, he will be playing un- 
der a fourth this year when Gary Dar- 
nell takes over the reins on defense. 

Overall, Florida finished nivth in 
the nation last year in total defense, 
allowing only 268.7 vards per game. 
The Gators also finished ninth nation- 
ally in pass defense, allowing only 
131.3 yards per game. Roth’s pressure 
on opposing quarterbacks was a major 
reason. The Gator defense was se- 
cond in the nation in fewest touch- 
down passes allowed (4). Only 
Oklahoma and South Carolina were 
better, allowing three. 

5. Majett Whiteside, California, sr., 
6-2, 260. 

This anchor at noseguard has 
reaped PAC-10 honors for three con- 
secutive seasons and there will be no 
way to keep him off the board for a 
fourth. 

If there is going to be one “impact” 
group on the Cal defense in ‘SS, it 
figures to be the defensive line where 


the biggest problem is figuring out 
how a team can have four returning 
starters among just three positions. 
Whiteside is not going to be the odd 
man out, however. He solidifies the 
middle position, while outside line- 
backer Joel Dickson was moved to 
tackle late in the season and still 
wound up with eight sacks. 

When big plays do occur, it’s often 
the invisible man doing the tough 
work in the trenches that should truly 
be getting the credit. That description 
would fit Whiteside who has started 
32 of 33 games at the thankless posi- 
tion the last three years, where life is 
a constant double-team. 

Although anonymous to many, he 
has earned the respect of the confer- 
ence coaches who have accorded him 
league honors for three years in a row. 
Whiteside has accounted for 24% 
tackles behind the line and 11 sacks. 
He has 213 career tackles. 

Whiteside is one tongh cookie to 
move out of the way. In the weight 
room, he has a 530-pound squat and 
a 365-pound clean pull. He creates 
havoc because of his quickness off the 
ball. This Golden Bear finished the 
season with 73 tackles, four sacks and 
nine tackles behind the line. 

He earned second-team UPI All- 
West Coast honors last year in addi- 
tion to first-team Freshman All- 
American honors by Football News in 
1985. 


BEST OF THE REST 

1. Jim Wahler, UCLA, sr., 6-4, 264. 
Had 75 tackles last year and is mov- 
ing from tackle to his natural position 
at noseguard, Was named honorable 
mention All-American last season. 

2. Dante Williams, Oklahoma, jr. 
6-2, 260. Named second-team All-Big 
Fight last year and had 24 unassisted 
tackles last season, one stop behind 
the line, broke up one pass, caused 
one fumble and recovered one 
fumble. 

3. Darryl Smith, Mississippi, jr. 
6-0, 230. Was selected second-team 
Freshman All-American by Football 
News in 1986. Although he’s small, he 


has great quickness at noseguard, ex- 
cellent lower body strength, lateral 
movement and consistently runs the 
40 in 4.9. 

4, David Bailey, Oklahoma State, 
sr, 6-4, 230. Has steadily improved 
with each year and is considered the 
anchor on the Cowboys’ defense, Had 
43 unassisted tackles in 1986. 

5. Rhondy Weston, Florida, sr., 6-5, 
278. You could easily flip-flop Weston 
with his teammate Jeff Roth in this 
category and top five linemen in the 
country. Weston was a first-team All- 
SEC selection and honorable men- 
tion All-American last year. 

6. Don Gibson, Southern Cal, 
soph., 6-3, 250. “Gibson is a tough, 
hard-nosed inside player who got a lot 
of valuable experience as just a fresh- 
man last year and performed above 
par,’ says Head Coach Larry Smith. 
“He'll only get better”’ He had 61 to- 
tal tackles at noseguard, four for loss- 
es, blocked three passes and a field 
goal, and recovered a fumble. 


Tracy Rocker f 
looms as a { 
strong favorite _ {| 
for the toa 
Outland 


Trophy as he 
continues the 
defensive 
tradition at 
Auburn. 
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7. Wayne Martin, Arkansas, sr., 6-5, 
258. Missed spring practice because 
of disciplinary reasons and might be 
in top five in country if he hadn't. Had 
29 unassisted tackles last year, nine 
for losses and 64 sacks. Martin also 
caused two fumbles and broke up six 
passes. 

8. Curtice Williams, Oklahoma, sr., 
6-3, 265. Had excellent season despite 
fighting injuries. Finished with 54 to- 
tal tackles, four for losses and one 
sack. His best game was against 
Colorado when he had 13 tackles. 

9, Bill Goldberg, Georgia, jr., 6-3, 
266. Is dominating force on defensive 
line. Had seven tackles as a freshman 
in G-Day game, most in the game and 
then was named Most Promising 
Defensive Sophomore last spring be- 
fore putting together the season that 
proved the voters right. 

10. John Budde, Michigan State, sr., 
6-3, 230. One magazine ranked him 
the top underclassman in the Big Ten 
last year among defensive linemen. 
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All-American 


Roper, Thomas Stand Out 
Among Standup Defenders 


CREAM OF THE CROP 

1. Broderick Thomas, Nebraska, sr., 
6-2, 235, 

Named first-team All-American on 
the Walter Camp list and second- 
team All-American on the lists of AP. 
UPI and The Sporting News. 

Was All-Big Eight first team as 
selected by AP and UPI. 

No one can force an opponent to 
run in the opposite direction from his 
position like Thomas can. His mere 
presence spells impending doom for 
those who venture too close to him 
on the football field, which means 
anywhere between the boundaries. 
That’s how much range he has. In 
fact, many teams finally started run- 
ning the ball in his direction because 
of one of two things. They either 
figured if they ran away from him, it 
allowed him the room to kick in his 
speed and catch the back from be- 
hind. Or, number two, they figured 
they might as well get it over with and 
it was a much quicker death if they 
just ran it at him instead of delaying 
the inevitable. 

He recorded 73 tackles last vear, 41 


Nebraska's LeRoy Etienne is one 
of the Huskers’ fastest inside 
linebackers in years. 
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unassisted and several liuundred at- 
tempts which put unbelievable fear 
into the ball carrier, virtually turning 
backs who ran the 40 in 4.5 into backs 
who ran the 40 in 4.4. 

Thomas had nine tackles behind 
the line for losses totaling 58 yards 
and was fifth in the Big Eight in sacks 
with 6% for 43 yards in losses. 

He caused two fumbles, recovered 
another, broke up three passes and in- 
tercepted another. Was a unanimous 
All-Big Eight pick for the second vear 
in a row, led or shared the team lead 
in tackles three times. His best game 
was against Oklahoma when he had 
10 tackles, but you know he would 
trade it all for a winning score on the 
scoreboard at the end of the game. 
That can only serve to make him that 
much meaner going into this vear, 

You can look and search and look 
and search, but you're not going to 
find a better player at this position 
even if Thomas has an off year. That's 
how good he is. 

Definite Lombardi Trophy candi- 
date. There aren't many who doubt 
him. 

2, John Roper, Texas A&M, sr., 6-2, 
215. 

First-team All-American by AP and 
Football Writers 
America. Consensus Southwest Con- 
ference Defensive Player of the Year. 
Consensus first-team AllL-SWC. Had 
104 tackles, including 15 sacks and 1 
tackles for losses. Pressured the quar- 
terback 1 times and caused two fum- 
bles. Also blocked three passes and 
recovered a fumble. 

Roper returned a blocked kick for 
a touchdown against Louisiana Tech 
and had four sacks. Also had four 
sacks against Arkansas in a game that 
decided the host of the New Year's 
Day Cotton Bowl. 

Had three sacks against LSU in a 
game he was voted Player of the 
Game by ESPN. 

Great all-around 


athlete with 


Association of 


EBACKERS/ENDS 


tremendous strength and speed (4.6 
in the 40). 

In the L986 Cotton Bowl against 
Auburn he had seven tackles for 19 
yards in losses. 

Should be top contender for But- 
kus Award, honoring the finest line- 
backer in the country. 

Led the team in tackles last year 
with 104, 70 of them unassisted and 
recovered one fumble. He also broke 
up three other passes. 

The defense Roper led last year was 
No. 1 in the SWC in total defense (al- 
lowing only 244.7 yards per game), in 
pass defense (135.4 yards per game), 
and No. 2 in rushing defense behind 
Arkansas. 

Against LSU in the season opener 
on ESPN, the Aggies’ defense allowed 
the Tigers only 98 vards on the 
ground. Roper sacked quarterback 
Tom Hodson three times for 25 yards 
in losses and had 12 tackles in the 
game. Although Texas A&M lost the 
game, it was a sign of things to come 
and futility for Aggie opponents on 
offense. 

Roper and Aaron Wallace are two 
of the most feared linebackers by 
SWC quarterbacks. Their devil-may- 
care style of play have earned them 
the nickname of “The Blitz Brothers.” 
Not many opposing quarterbacks vet 
much sleep the week before playing 
against this guy and his “Brother” 

They combined for 21 tackles and 
seven sacks in the most important 
game of the year — against Arkansas. 

3. Derrick Thomas, Alabama, sr.. 
6-4, 222. 

Thomas is listed as one of the three 
best outside linebackers in college 
football by Scout's Notebook ‘SS along 
with Roper and UCLA's Carnell Lake, 
Was also named second-team All- 
American by The Sporting News. 

“Thomas is as fast as Cornelius 
Bennett (his predecessor at Alaba- 
ma),” said the Scout's Notebook. Ben- 
nett was one of the most highly 
sought linebackers by the NFL on 
draft day. 

“Roper, Thomas and Lake are cat- 
quick, blitzing outside linebackers.” 
said the scouting report. 

Thomas is the veteran who led a 
very voung Alabama defense that still 


was able to finish 23rd in the nation 
in scoring defense, allowing only 16.8 
points per game. 

The Crimson Tide was 2Ist in to- 
tal defense (314.4 yards allowed per 
game), and 28th on pass defense 
(163.5 yards per game). The key here, 
however, is that Alabama had only 
three players back last year on that 
defense, so they lose virtually no one 
this vear. And with Thomas directing 
the way as a veteran this year, vou can 
expect his name and the Tide’s at the 
top of many defensive lists before sea- 
son's end, 

4, Carnell Lake, UCLA, sr., 6-1, 
210, 

Rated the No. 1 outside lineback- 
er in the country midway through last 
season by The Sporting News. By far 
the best OLB on the West Coast and 
one of the three best in the country. 
Eamed_ second-team All-American 
honors from The Sporting News and 
AP and “Almost All-American” by 
Foothall News. 

He made 94 tackles last year, third 
on the team behind early-round draft 
pick Ken Norton (125) and Chance 
Johnson (108). Of his 94, 53 were un- 
assisted, and he also recovered two 
fumbles, had one interception and 
broke up two other passes. Lake led 
the PAC-10 with 13 quarterback sacks 
and 19 total tackles (tied) behind the 
line, 

His two best games came against 
two of the best quarterbacks in the 
nation—San Diego State’s Todd San- 
tos and Nebraska's Steve Taylor. 
Against the Aztecs, Lake had nine 
tackles, six unassisted, three quarter- 
back sacks, an interception and two 
passes broken up, All this facing San- 
tos, the NCAA all-time passing leader. 

In the Nebraska game, Lake had 1 
tackles, five solo, a fumble recovery 
and one stop behind the line. 

First-team All-PAC-10 as voted by 
the coaches and runnerup in the 
coaches’ poll for the league’s Defen- 
sive Player of the Year just behind Ar- 
izona safety Chuck Cecil. 

Legitimate candidate for this year’s 
Butkus and Lombardi Awards. 

Thanks to two returning starters 
and several other experienced players, 
linebacker figures to be the strength 


of the UCLA detensive unit in “SS. 

Lake is small, but he may be the 
fastest linebacker in the nation run- 
ning the 40 in 4.37, He always seems 
to be in the opposing backfield, try- 
ing to take the handoffs before the 
quarterback can give it up to his own 
man, An example of just how fast he 
is, is the fact that Lake also returns 
kickoffs for the Bruins. Oh, by the 
way, he was recruited as a running 
back in 1985. 

5. LeRoy Etienne, Nebraska, sr., 
6-1, 230. 


Somewhat overlooked because of 


the accolades thrown Broderick Tho- 
mas’ direction and the attention he 
demands. 

Named honorable mention All- 
American by AP. Earned second-team 
All-Big Eight on AP and UPI teams. 
Was named first-team All-Big Eight 
on another squad. 

One of the hardest-hitting line- 
backers in the nation. Delivers the 
same sort of concrete-solid hits his 
predecessor Mare Munford used to 
punish runners with in his heyday. 

He led the “Black Shirts” in tack- 
les Jast vear with 75. Outshone UCLA 
linebacker Carnell Lake in’ their 
matchup, by coming up with 13 tack- 
les. Like Thomas, Etienne saved his 
best game for archrival Oklahoma, 
dealing out 15 tackles, the most in a 
game by a Cornhusker last year. Thir- 
teen of those were unassisted stops, 
also a career-high for him and a sea- 
son high for any Nebraska player. 
Etienne’s one fumble recovery also 
came against the Sooners and stopped 
OU’s opening drive inside the 
Nebraska 10-yard line. 

Was named Player of the Week in 


the Big Eight once and also Player of 


the Game by CBS-TV. 

At New Iberia High School in 
Louisiana, he was credited with 210 
solo tackles. Was honored by being 
named Louisiana's Defensive Player 
of the Year as a junior and a senior in 
1983 and 1984. Chosen first-team Pa- 
rade All-American for his feats. 

If they get by Thomas somehow, 
they still have to deal with Etienne. 
Not a pleasant prospect for any run- 
ning back and a good way to get a 


headache. 


BEST OF THE REST 

1. Burt Grossman, Pitt, sr, 6-6, 250, 
One of the most foreboding figures to 
play defensive end. Reminds of Ge- 
orge Andre of the Dallas Cowboys. 

2. James Francis, Baylor, jr, 6-4, 
222. Could easily be among the top 
five in the nation. Named honorable 
mention All-American by AP. 

3. Bill Hawkins, Miami, Fla.. sr, 
6-6, 245. Has performed in the 
shadow of Daniel Stubbs. Now that 
Stubbs is gone, opponents will find 
out there won't be much of a cliffer- 
ence with Hawkins in the spotlight. 

4, Ned Bolear, Notre Dame, sr., 6-2, 
233. Named second-team All- 
American by AP. 

5. Jon Leverenz, Minnesota, jr, 6-2, 
224. Has shown steady improvement 
in first two seasons. 

6. Bill Bryan, Fullerton State, sr. 
6-2, 225. Rated top linebacker as un- 
derclassman last vear in the Pacific 
Coast Athletic Association, 

7, Britt Hager, Texas, sr. 6-1, 215. 
First-team All-State and All-American 
in high school out of Odessa Permian. 

8. Rod Carter, Miami, Fla., sr., 6-1, 
217. Named honorable mention All- 
American by AP. 


John Roper of Texas A&M rates 
as a solid Butkus Award 
candidate. 
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Florida Pair Ranks as Primary 


SECONDARY 


All-American 


Candidates in Secondary 


CREAM OF THE CROP 

1, Deion Sanders, Florida State, sr., 
6-0, 180. 

The top athlete in the entire Class 
of 88, Scout’s Notebook ’88 says he is 
a great cover corner and punt return- 
er who also excels as a baseball 
player. 

Finished a very close third in the 
balloting for the Jim Thorpe Award 
for best defensive back in the coun- 
try last year, behind co-winners Rick- 


ey Dixon of OU and Bennie Blades of 


Miami, Fla. If Sanders had been a 
senior, they probably would have had 
to split the trophy three ways. 

“That was the best way, to give it 
to those two guys,” said Sanders. 
“They are the best. I will be back next 
year, and I will get that trophy.’ 

Named conseusus first-team All- 
American. Best cornerback in the 
nation. 

Bobby Bowden loves it when oppo- 
nents come to pass. 

“Deion can be as good as he wants 
to make himself?’ said Bowden. “It’s 
just how well he can handle the 
perfume.’ 

In Tallahassee, Fla., there is talk 


Florida State's Deion Sanders 
was a 1987 Thorpe Award finalist 
and is a strong preseason 
favorite. 
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that Sanders is the best natural ath- 
lete in Florida State history. He was 
a sixth-round draft pick out of high 
school by the Kansas City Rovals in 
1985. 

He plays outfield for the nationally 
prominent Florida State squad. He 
more than likely could make the 
basketball team if he wanted, The 
shooting guard averaged 24.6 points 
per game as a senior at North Fort 
Myers (Fla.) High School. 

In football he is just as talented a 
punt returner as he is a defensive 
back. And of the two, he would 
choose neither as his favorite position 
on the gridiron, He likes wide 
receiver. 

“T think that would really bring out 
the best in me,” he said. 

Bowden knew he had something 
special when Sanders was a sopho- 
more, That year, the Seminole star in- 
tercerpted a team-leading four passes, 
broke up another eight, was in on 61 
tackles, caused two fumbles and 
recovered another to earn All- 
American honors. 

2. Louis Oliver, Florida, sr,, 6-2, 
214. 

First-team All-American selection 
by The Sporting News. Second-team 
All-American on the UPI list and 
third-team All-American by AP and 


Foothall News. Expected to be one of 


the top candidates for the Jim Thorpe 
Award, A consensus first-team All- 
SEC choice in 1987. 

A former walkon who showcased 
his 4.38 speed last year making five 
interceptions to lead the team and 
deflecting 19 others, Also ranked se- 
cond on the squad in tackles with 72, 
51 of them unassisted. Oliver forced 
one fumble and recovered three 
others. 

“He is a great football plaver, an 
All-American and one of our team 
leaders,’ said Florida Head Coach 
Galen Hall. 

The Gators’ secondary has been 
perhaps the most impressive aspect 


of the defense the past few seasons. 
Florida defensive backs have permit- 
ted just eight touchdown passes in the 
last 28 regular-season games, just four 
last season, second in the nation to 
only Oklahoma. In total defense 
Florida was No. 1 in the conference 
and No, 9 in the nation (268.7 yards 
per game allowed). The Gators were 
also No. 9 in the nation in pass 
defense (131.3 yards per game 
allowed), 

Oliver is the nation’s premier free 
safety, 

3. Donnell Woolford, Clemson, sr., 
5-10, 195, 

This Jim Thorpe candidate is a 
first-team All-American from last 
year’s Football Coaches Association 
Kodak list and honorable mention All- 
American by AP. Was named second- 
team All-American as a kick return 
specialist by The Sporting News. 

Concensus All-ACC pick. 

Woolford was third in the nation in 
punt returns with a 15.5 yard average, 
returning two for touchdowns. His 
first return for a touchdown broke a 
school streak of 999 punt or kick 
returns in a row without a touchdown. 
Clemson had not returned a kick or 
punt for a touchdown since 1970 
when Woolford took the ball on his 
own 22-yard line and weaved through 
the Georgia Tech tacklers to paydirt. 

His other tally was on a 67-yard 
return against Wake Forest. 

Goes into this season fourth in 
Clemson history in punt return yard- 
age with 562 for an 1.5 yard average, 
a half-yard average behind Oklahoma 
State’s Barry Sanders nationally and 
one yard average behind the best in 
the nation, Stanford’s Alan Grant. 
Woolford needs 218 vards in returns 
this year to break the Clemson career 
yardage record. He had 345. total 
yards last season. 

And this is only the second best 
thing he does. His natural talent 
shows up at cornerback. Woolford al- 
lowed just seven passes to be caught 
by the man he was guarding in man- 
to-man coverage all season. He led 
the team in passes broken up (15), ty- 
ing the school record. He needs five 
more this year to break the career 
school mark of 33. Woolford also in- 


tercepted five passes last year to lead 
the team. 

“T don’t want to slight any of the 
other players we have had over the 
years, but as far as making things hap- 
pen, no one has done what Donnell 
Woolford has accomplished already at 
Clemson,” said Head Coach Danny 
Ford. “He is a special athlete who 
makes the big plays. None of our 
coaches would trade him for another 
defensive back we have ever had.” 

4. Steve Atwater, Arkansas, sr., 6-4, 
205. 

This top-notch senior does two 
things with the best—wraps up op- 
posing wide receivers and simply 
raps. 

He has been writing rap music 
since becoming a fan of the style since 
growing up in St. Louis listening to 
WZEN after school. 


As talented as he is in that area of 


expertise, he is much better at the 
other. 

If Atwater doesn’t put star statistics 
together this year, then his fellow 
secondary teammate Richard 
Brothers probably will. Arkansas 
returns its entire secondary and these 
are two of the finest in the land. 

Great speed, size and range and is 
a fierce hitter. Led the Hogs with four 
interceptions last year, one that he 
returned 16 yards for a touchdown 
leading to a victory over Mississippi. 

Atwater also had 67 tackles, 32 un- 
assisted, broke up five passes and 
recovered one fumble. 

A great athlete in all sports, mak- 
ing McDonald's All-American team in 
basketball as a high school senior. 

Going into this season, Atwater 
needs four interceptions to break the 
all-time school record. 

“If he will play with the confidence 
that Greg (Lasker, now a pro) did as 
a senior, I think he will be the All- 
American that we expect him to be,” 
said Bob Trott, Arkansas’ secondary 
coach, 

Runs a 4.5, 40-yard-dash and is as 
All-American off the field as he is on. 
His teammates vouch for him. 

“Steve's such an All-American kind 
of a guy, that it’s almost sickening,” 
said Arkansas’ All-American 
noseguard Tony Cherico last year. 


5. Charles Fryar, Nebraska, sr., 
5-10, 170, 

Honorable mention All-American 
by AP. Probably the most underrated 
player in the Big Eight. Fryar posted 
a second consecutive outstanding sea- 
son in 1987, recording 35 tackles, 25 
unassisted, breaking up seven passes, 
giving him 15 PBUs in his career, only 
four off the school record. 

Opponents don’t throw at him 
much any more, and as a result he had 
only one interception last year, but it 
was a big one, Nebraska led Oklaho- 
ma State 14-0 in the second quarter 
at Stillwater, but the Cowboys had 
driven to the Nebraska two-yard line 
and were about to get back in the 


game when Fryar leaped in front of 


Ronnie Williams, who is six inches 
taller than Fryar, and intercepted 
Mike Gundy’s pass in the end zone. 
The Huskers went on to win 35-0. 

As was the case for many of his 
teammates, Fryar had his best game 
against Oklahoma, making eight 
tackles. 

One of the hardest hitters among 
the Black Shirts. Tied the school 
record as a sophomore with eight 
passes broken up. 

Made All-State and All-American at 
tailback as a senior at Burlington City 
High School in New Jersey. Fryar, a 
cousin of NFL star Irving Fryar, 
rushed for 1,600 yards, intercepted 
nine passes and scored 32 touch- 
downs his senior season. He also let- 
tered in basketball and track. 


BEST OF THE REST 

1. Mario Mitchell, San Diego State, 
sr., 5-10, 185. “What I really want to 
do before I leave here is be on the 
‘Bob Hope Show’ (for All- 
Americans).” It’s tough making it in 
the secondary when you're playing in 
the pass-happy WAC, but this guy has 
talent. 

2. Falanda Newton, TCU, sr., 6-2, 
200. Named second-team All-Ameri- 
can by The Sporting News and hon- 
orable mention All-American by AP. 

3. Melvin Gilliam, Oklahoma State, 
sr., 6-2, 170. Had 69 tackles and five 
interceptions in ‘$7, tying teammate 
Rod Smith for most oskies. Switch 
from free safety to corner was tough. 


but he should shine this year now that 
he has settled in. 

4, Johnny Jackson, Houston, sr., 
6-1, 196. In one game last vear, he set 
an NCAA record by returning inter- 
ceptions 31, 53 and 97 vards for 
touchdowns as he helped lead the 
Cougars to an unbelievable 60-40 win 
over ‘Texas. 

5. Kevin Cook, Virginia, jr. 5-1, 
175, Was tied for fourth in the nation 
last year with eight interceptions. 

6, David Arnold, Michigan, sr, 6-3, 
196. Was ranked top underclassman 
defensive back in Big Ten last year. 

7. Cleveland Colter, Southern Cal, 
jr, 6-2, 190. Honorable mention All- 
American by AP. Reminds of former 
USC star safety Dennis Smith, 

8. Adrian Jones, Missouri, jr, 6-0, 
171. Recorded 76 tackles last year and 
a league-high 12 passes broken up. 

9. Mark Blazek, Nebraska, sr., 6-2. 
200. If he’s healthy he can be ove of 
the meanest hitters, but may have to 
split time with Tim Jackson. 

10. Lonnie Finch, Oklahoma, sr. 
6-3, 188. The guy that would come 
into the game last vear at Finch’s po- 
sition after the Sooners had blown 
teams away. Derrick Crudup, was se- 
cond on the team in interceptions. 
Finch figures to see more time this 
season and should pick off a few. 


Safety Louis Oliver of Florida 
hopes to become a two-time 
All-American. 
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BIG 


Al Fachback 


EIGHT BASKETBALL 


.--And They Lived Happily Ever After 


THE SUCCESS STORY OF BIG EIGHT BASKETBALL IN 1987-88 
WAS SUCH A BEST-SELLER THAT A SEQUEL WILL LIKELY FOLLOW 


You'd be a rich man today if in mid- 
November yon stopped off in Las Ve- 
gas and made a wager that in April 
two Big Eight Conference teams 
would be playing for the NCAA 
basketball championship. 

Sure, something like that could 
happen in wrestling and definitely in 
football. But hoops? Isn't this a game 
that was invented by all of those good 
folks from the Atlantic Coust and Big 
East Conferences, That’s what vou 
were led to believe when you watched 
the sport on CBS, ESPN, NBC or 
ABC, 

History was made April 4, when 
Oklahoma and Kansas tangled in 
Kemper Arena. The Big Eight no 
longer could be the lead-in for a Rod- 
ney Dangerfield show, Maybe the 
conference was finally getting 
respect, Getting the respect it 
deserved. It seemed like some net- 
work TV announcers were pained by 
talking about the great seniors of the 
Big Eight — Danny Manning, Harvey 
Grant, Mitch Richmond, Jeff Graver 
and Derrick Chievous. No other 
league could brag about such talent. 
But was there the dominant team that 
could capture the hearts of Ameri- 
cans? When Kansas and Oklahoma 
adyanced to the championship round 
the Big Eight didn’t have a loser. 

“What I think we need to do is 
market Big Eight basketball right 
now,” says Oklahoma State Coach 
Leonard Hamilton, “We have to take 
advantage of the situation. We have to 
take advantage of what is hot, Right 
now Big Eight basketball is very hot.” 

Nebraska Coach Danny Nee, who 
came into the league two years ago 
with Hamilton, agrees. 

“T like the TV package we have 
with ESPN, Look what it has done for 
the Big East. | could tell that it helped 
our program, We have to go out ancl 


5A rica D 
24 Preseason Annva 


continually sell the Big Eight. What 
Kansas and Oklahoma did is going to 
help all of our programs.” 

Billy Tubbs has fought for the im- 
age of the league ever since he arrived 
at Oklahoma in 1980. So he wasn't 
that surprised with the success. 

“T’ve been trying to tell people all 
along that the Big Eight is one of the 
top conferences around. We don't 
have lo take a back seat to anyone. All 
that we needed was some TV ex- 
posure to show people just how ex- 
citing and talented our league is. | 
think that it is critical now that we 
have to sustain what we've accom- 
plished?’ 

Since ancient history the league 
has been known as a football confer- 


i 


Big Eight coaches are eager to 
prosper from their role last 
season as new media darlings. 


ence. Nee and Tubbs, who coach at 
two of the biggest football factories in 
the country, don’t think this image has 
hurt at all. 

“First of all that notion has been 
accepted for the longest of times that 
you can’t have great programs in foot- 
ball and basketball,” says Nee. “But 
that certainly has been disproved by 
LSU, Oklahoma and Alabama. 

“The football program has helped 
us because we have financial benefits. 
It makes a lot of money, So that helps 
basketball. Look at the great weight 
facilities we have. That benefits the 
basketball players also. It has made us 
bigger and stronger.’ 

Tubbs says football also opened 
some doors, 

“When I first came to Oklahoma | 
used it as a big advantage going into 
houses and telling them about our 
program. If people know all about 
Oklahoma football, then they might 
want to come to see the school. 1 
could never tnderstand the theory 
that you couldn’t sustain a great foot- 
ball program along with a great 
basketball program, That never made 
sense to me.” 

The trick is going to be to keep Big 
Fight basketball going. Keep it in the 
limelight. And keep the national TV 
announcers talking about it. 

“T think the Big Eight is going to 
be good for a long time.” says Al 
McGuire of NBC. “Just look at the 
coaches you have there. [t's a great 
coaches’ league with established peo- 
ple such as Larry Brown, Billy Tubbs, 
Norm Stewart and Johnny Orr. And 
then you have the new guys like 
Leonard Hamilton, Danny Nee, Lon 
Kruger and Tom Miller. These people 
are outstanding coaches. 

“And L like the style of play in the 
Big Eight. They get up and down the 
court. They are very entertaining. 


They also have some great athletes.” 

The trick is to sustain. 

“T think the Big Eight will be able 
to continue to have great success. | 
don’t know if they can do what they 
did this year again, though.” said CBS’ 
Billy Packer, 

Let’s look now at some of the ta- 
lent the Big Eight schools will be try- 
ing to woo when the first national 
letter of intent signing date rolls 
around in November. 

Oklahoma had never been consi- 
dered a state that had produced great 
players, but that is beginning to 
change rapidly. It was a bonanza six 
years ago when such players as Way- 
man Tisdale, Mark Price and Steve 
Hale came from the Oklahoma prep 
ranks, Since then there have been All- 
Americans like Richard Dumas, Kevin 
Pritchard, Mike Maddox and Lee 
Mayberry (who signed with Arkansas 
this year). Let's not forget about 
Stacey King coming from Lawton, 
And Oklahoma State Coach Leonard 
Hamilton is crazy about his signing of 
6-foot-6 forward Byron Houston of 
Oklahoma State in November. 

The most ballyhooed player in the 
Big Eight states this year will proba- 
bly be from the Sooner state — Jeff 
Webster of Midwest City Carl Albert. 
Recruiters from all over the land have 
known about this gem ever since he 
was a high school sophomore. He's a 
big time prize who is going to be 
recruited by the world. He will sign 
with someone during the early 
recruiting period in November. Ok- 
lahoma and Oklahoma State are right 
in the thick of the picture. “And I ex- 
pect Kansas to get into it also,’ said 
one conference recruiter. 

Van Coleman, editor of the Nation- 
al Recruiters Cage Letter. has this to 
say about Webster. 

“Faced triangle zone on him all 
year, but twice busted loose for 37 
points. A raw but talented leaper who 
is just starting to scratch the surface. 
Scores in the paint and has touch to 
14 feet and runs like a deer in the 
transition game” 

Another top notch player from the 
state of Oklahoma that talent scouts 
are keeping a close eve on is Theo 
Stafford of Hugo, He's a 6-6 forward 


with outstanding athletic skills, “Web- 
ster is definitely the best player in Ok- 
lahoma, but I think a lot of people are 
going to be very interested in Theo 
because he does so many things well!” 
voiced one recruiter. 

Last year, guard Anthony Peeler of 
Kansas City was on the must list of all 
the big time programs. He broke the 
hearts of everyone, except the Missou- 
ri fans when he signed with the 
Tigers. The best from the state this 
year appears to be Chris Heller of 
Kansas City Rockhurst. 

“Thin, but mobile insider who has 
good springs and a nice touch to 16 
feet. Solid high post prospect. who, if 
he gets stronger and adds bulk, could 
be a real steal for the big time.” says 
Van Coleman. 

Other prizes in the state will be 6-9 
Montrel Nash of St. Louis Vashon, 6-8 
Clarence Cain of Wellston, 6-6 Todd 
Satalowich of Columbia Rock Bridge, 
6-11 Melvin Robinson of St. Louis Va- 
shon, 6-6 Robert Wallace of St. Louis 
Riverview and 6-5 Mike Moore of St, 
Louis Lutheran South. Nash is a raw 
talent who hasn't stopped growing 
vet. He's already 220 pounds, 

This does not look like it will be a 
great year in Kansas. The two most 
talented players may be 6-4 Tony 
Jackson of Wichita North and 6-1 Val 
Barnes of Wichita South. The B/C 
Report writes this about Johnson: “A 
dominating inside player who shot 67 
percent from the field ranging from 
18 feet. A dynamic rebounder who 
leaps and bangs. Needs a lefty 
dribble?’ 

Then the B/C Report has this to say 
about Barnes: “Excellent foot and 
hand quickness. This second guard 
deals in transition and is a velvety 
shooter who ranges to 20 feet. He 
lacks off-the-ball defense at this 
moment.” 

Nebraska is a state that is inconsis- 
tent in producing big time plavers 
year in and year out. According to the 
B/C Report, the two best players in 
this senior class may be 6-6 Bruce 
Chubick of Atkinson West Holt and 
Sean Denney of McCook. 

“A potenial Division I player,” says 
B/C about Chubick. “A 6-4 high jum- 
per who retrieved 13 rebounds as a 


freshman, Shoots fine, but needs 
more bulk and dribbling?’ And the 
following is said about Denney: “A 
coach’s son should emerge once cur- 
rent weight training pays off, Shoots 
three pointers, handles pressure and 
is team minded. Has okay feet.” 

The state of Colorado has been 
kind to some of the biggees of the 
game when it comes to recruiting 
prep talent, Unfortunately for the 
University of Colorado, the talent al- 
ways goes elsewhere. That's why the 
Buffaloes have been mired in the cel- 
lar of the Big Eight. Last year super 
guard Chuckie Sproiling of Denver 
went to St. John’s. And another top 
player from that city, Jamal Coleman, 
took off to Missouri. That kills the 
Bufts. 

Miller and his staff will try to keep 
6-7 Ken Turner of Denver Regis, 6-8 
Jamie Alterogtt) of Johnstown 
Roosevelt, 6-5 Lars Van Etten of 
Aurora Rangeview and 6-6 Tommy 
Price of Denver Manual close to 
home. 

The best of the bunch may be 
Turner. “I really like him,” said one 
recruiter. “He can either play a small 


Coming off a Final Four year, 
Oklahoma basketball may be 
down a little in 1988-89, but with 
center Stacey King returning, OU 

should be stout again. 
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ora big forward, He's an outstanding 
jumper who has nice shooting range. 


He's going to be recruited by a lot of 


people. He's an outstanding athlete.” 

The junior college ranks have 
propelled the Big Eight into ygreat- 
ness. Oklahoma was led by the likes 
of juco graduates Harvey Grant, 
Mookie Blaylock and Ricky Grace. 
Kansas State made a living from juco 
imports such as Mitch Richmond, 
Charles Bledsoe and Will Scott, And 
Kansas, Oklahoma State and Nebras- 
ka know all about the junior college 
ranks. They'll all be active once again 
because there's a great crop on the 
market ready to be plucked. 

There are two players at Barton 
Community College in Kansas that 
are going to create a crowd — 6-7 
Jackie Jones and 6-9 David Harris. 
Jones averaged 15.8 points and 10.3 
rebounds. He was a first-team, junior 
college All-American, Harris averaged 
10.9 points and 9.3 rebounds, 

“Theyre both big time players,’ 
said juco expert Jerry Mullins. 
“They're two of the best junior col- 
lege players in the country, They have 
a lot of skills and ean play a couple 
of different positions. Everyone is go- 
ing to recruit ther.” 

And the same can be said of Ter- 
rell Jackson, a 6-2 guard from Allen 
(Kan,) Community. He was a second- 
team All-American choice who aver- 
aged 21.9 points a game. He’s an out- 
standing perimeter shooter, 
people already know about him,” says 
Mullins. “He's really an outstanding 
athlete.” 

The state of Texas has the best 
junior college duo in the country — 
6-7 Larry Johnson of Odessa and 6-9 
Carl Herrera of Jacksonville. Both 
have all-world potential. Johnson was 
considered one of the top five high 
school prospects as a senior and 
signed with SMU. But there was con- 
troversy over his ACT seore and he 
decided to go to the juco ranks in- 
stead of sitting out a year at SMU, He 


was named Junior College Player of 


the Year after averaging 22 points, 15.1 
rebounds, 4.2 assists and four steals 
a game, He connected on 62.6 per- 
cent of his shots from the field. He 
will sign with someone in November. 
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Oklahoma is one of the five schools 
he has been slated to visit. SMU is not 
in the picture, He's an impact player. 
Herrera is the top big man in the 
junior college ranks. He's a native of 
Venezuela, He averaged 19.7 points 
and 1 rebounds. “He's going to come 
in and start for vou,” savs one recruit- 
er. “He can shoot the eyes out of the 
ball. And he’s an excellent rebound- 
er. The word is that Houston may be 
in the lead for him right now.” 
Another juco player that will draw 
interest from Big Eight schools will 
be 6-5 Mike Clark from Moberly, Mo. 
He was un honorable mention All- 


‘“We have to take 
advantage of 
what is hot. Right 
now Big Fig Eight 
basketball is very 
hot.’’ 


American choice as a freshman alter 
averaging 12.5 points a game. 

Now let’s take a look at some of the 
recruits coming into the Biz Eight 
Conference. 


COLORADO 


The Buffs need all the help they can 
get. They wound up signing two play- 
ers — 6-4 James Hunter of Detroit 
and 6-5 Randy Robinson of San Die- 
go. “T really like Hunter, He's going 
to help them. He’s a good athlete,’ 
praised Leonard Hamilton. Hunter 
averaged IS points and eight re- 
bounds. He selected Colorado over 
Houston and Temple. He led his team 
to a 25-1 record. 

Robinson was named Plaver of the 
Year in his league and was an All-CIF 
choice, He averaged 19 points, nine 
rebounds and blocked 35 shots. “Ran- 
dy is an outstanding prospect off and 
on the court.” said Tom Miller. “He 


comes from a winning program and 
made a tremendous impression on 
our players and staff when he visited 
us, He’s a great looking athlete, who 
is a good shooter and has a lot of 


skills.” 
IOWA STATE 


The Cyclones are definitely in a 
rebuilding process after graduating 
Jeff Graver and Sylvester Rhodes. 
Johnny Orr's crew signed only 6-1 
Justus Thigpen of Flint, Mich, Thig- 
pen will help at the ee guard im- 
mediately, He averaged 25,3 points a 
game, One of the most impressive 
stats was the fact that he hit on 55 
percent of his three point tries from 
the field. He was an all-state selection, 


KANSAS 

The Jayhawks had a very disap- 
pointing recruiting campaign, espe- 
cially for a national championship 
team. At press time they had signed 
only two players — 6-LL Omar Roland 
of Garden City (Kau.) Community 


College and Freeman West, a 6-5 
swingman from Paris (Tex.) JC. 
Neither were on any juco All- 


American teams. 

“What I think happened to Kansas 
was that no one knew what Larry 
Brown was going to do. They just 
weren't out there recruiting.” said one 
Big Eight coach. “It really hurt them. 
But I think the success they had this 
year will pay off big in the early sign- 
ing period this November, The Jay- 
hawks concentrated heavily on juco 
star Mo Brittian of Hutchinson (Kan.) 
JC. He was their prime target in the 
late recruiting period, but he wound 
up signing with Georgia Tech. 


KANSAS STATE 

The Wildcats are another tearm that 
needs immediate help after losing 
Richmond, Bledsve and Scott. They 
hit the junior college ranks hard. A 
plaver who should step into Bledsoe’s 
spot is 6-6 Reggie Britt of Coffeyville 
(Kan.) JC. He selected the Wildcats 
over Michigan, Purdue, Oklahoma 
and San Diego State. He averaged 20 
points and LU rebounds. He’s a strong 
inside plaver, 

K-State also hit Midland Junior 
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College, which has produced OU 
stars Ricky Grace and Mookie Blay- 
lock, and came away with 6-3 Billy 
Ray Smith. He averaged 13.5 points 
and 6.3 rebounds. He hit on 52.6 per- 
cent from the field and had 73 steals, 
59 assists and 19 blocked shots. 

A third junior college player 
brought into the fold was 6-1 LaKeith 
Humphrey from Barton JC. He aver- 
aged 16.9 points, 2.7 rebounds and 4.2 
assists. He’s expected to take over the 
guard spot left open by the gradua- 


tion of Scott. “He's the same type of 


plaver;’ said Jerry Mullins. And a 


fourth signee was Jeff Malham of 


Broken Arrow, Okla. He averaged 17 
points and five rebounds this year. 


MISSOURI 


The Tigers have great talent com- 


With several teams recruiting 
well, including Coach Danny 
Nee's Nebraska, Big Eight 
basketball promises even more 


parity in 1988-89, 
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ing back. Both Hamilton and Nee say 
they should be the favorite in the Big 
Eight race. The cream of the crop is 
Anthony Peeler, a 6-4 guard from 
Kansas City. He was a top 20 player 
in the nation. “He's really a great 
one,” says Nee. Peeler averaged 26.5 
points, 11.3 rebounds and 4.5 assists. 
If he can get eligible, he should start 
for the Tigers right away. He’s a great 
athlete. 

Stewart went into Denver and 
came home with 6-5 Jamal Coleman. 
All that Coleman did was average 36 
points a game and was named Player 
of the Year in Colorado. He'll be in the 
picture to take over Chievous’ small 
forward spot. He's a great inside 
scorer. Another small forward joining 
the Big Eight’s most talented team is 
Mike Wawrzyniak of Parma, Ohio. 
This 6-5 athlete led the state in scor- 
ing by averaging 39 a game. 

The Tigers also got an outstanding 
guard from Cincinnati in 6-3 PJ. 
Mayes. But Mayes was injured midway 
through his senior year and may be 
a question mark for his freshman 
campaign. The Mizzou recruiting sto- 
ry is a classic example of the rich get- 
ting richer. 


NEBRASKA 

“Let me tell you that Nebraska had 
one heckuva recruiting year” says 
Leonard Hamilton. “They got some 
players that you’re going to be hear- 
ing quite a bit about in the future” 

Nee is quite happy with his class. 
“T think we had a good, solid class. 
I’m pleased with the players we were 
able to sign. We're definitely on the 
right road and we're getting some 
good plavers. Progress is being made. 
We're not there yet, but we are get- 
ting closer.’ 

Indeed the Huskers are inching up 
the talent ladder thanks to the 
recruiting prowess of Nee. The big 
catch was landing 6-9 DaPreis Owens 
of Mansfield, Ohio. The Husker 
skipper laughed when he talked 
about how the recruiting services 
ranked this outstanding talent. 

“When we signed him he was 
regarded as a top 50 player. But we're 
like the stock market going up and 
down. Since he signed with us he 


probably dropped to a top 75 player. 
If he signed with Kentucky, he would 
have been regarded as uw top 25 
plaver”’ 

Owens can flat out play, He aver- 
aged 27 points, 14 rebounds and four 
blocked shots. He was the MVP of the 
Kentucky-Ohio All-Star game with 29 
points and 12 rebounds. The only 
thing that can keep him out of the 
Husker lineup is Proposition 48. He 
hasn't qualified. 

One recruit who should make it 
into the Husker cast is Ray Richard- 
son of Hiwasee Junior College in Ten- 
nessee. This 6-6 standout averaged 19 
points, seven rebounds and six assists. 
He connected on 51 percent of his 
three point tries. “Ray Richardson 
should be able to help us right away,’ 
says Nee. “He's really an outstanding 
shooter. He can make some things 
happen.’ 

Owens wasn’t the only standout 
Nee got from his familiar hunting 
grounds of Ohio. He lassoed 6-6 
Lewis Geter of Columbus. Geter 
averaged 18 points, U rebounds and 
3.5 assists. “He's a good, solid player.” 
says Nee. “He plays very good 
defense. And he runs the floor very 
well.” 

Coming in from the same high 
school that produced Detroit Pistons 
super star Isiah Thomas, St. Joseph's 
in Westchester, Il., is Carl Haves, a 
6-7 forward. “He's another guy that 
I know about and he can really play,’ 
says Hamilton. “He can be an out- 
standing Big Eight player)’ Haves 
averaged 22 points and nine re- 
bounds. “He's a bonafide sleeper that 
I think can really come on strong.” 
says Nee, 

The fifth signee is Eric Dolezar of 
LaPorte, Ind. This 6-3 guard averaged 
24.2 points and 9.1 rebounds. He also 
had 41 career dunks. “He impressed 
me as a hard nosed player!” praised 
Nee. “He's a good jumper. He does 
a lot of things very well.” 

The Huskers are putting the pieces 
together in their puzzle. It will 
become easier when DaPreis Owens 
becomes eligible. 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


Hamilton continues to upgrade the 


program and moves the Pokes closer 
to becoming a title contender. 
Another very good recruiting class 
was put together. 

“T like what we got,” Hamilton says. 
“We have some people that I think 
can help us right away. We're going to 
have 10 or 11 new players in the pro- 
gram this year, so it may take us a 
while to blend.” 

Three of the newcomers, the Cow- 
boys figure, will play right away — 6-6 
forward Byron Houston of Oklahoma 
City Star-Spencer, point guard Dar- 
win Alexander of New Orleans and 
6-4 Vaughn McDade of Iowa Lakes 
Junior College. 

Houston may be the head of the 
class. He’s an animal underneath the 
boards. He was the No. 2 player 
ranked in the state behind Lee May- 
berry, who signed with Arkansas. 
Hamilton loves Houston's intensity. 
“And he can shoot the ball better than 
people think,” says the OSU skipper. 

Point guard was a problem last year. 
The answer for the future is Alex- 
ander, the son of a high school coach. 
Alexander is a good athlete who just 
doesn’t make mistakes. McDade is a 
scorer deluxe. He’s already penciled 
in to start at the two guard. He aver- 
aged over 30 points and scored 50 in 
the national tournament. “He plays a 
little out of control at times, but he’s 
an excellent player,’ says Jerry Mul- 
lins, All three were signed early along 
with 6-4 Bill Dreher of Grand Junce- 
tion, Colo. 

Inked during the late recruiting 
period were 6-5 Shawn Davis of Fer- 
ridy, La, He averaged 24.6 points, I] 
rebounds and seven assists a game. A 
small forward was brought in from the 
juco ranks—Anthony Jones of Con- 
ners, Okla. He averaged 19.2 points 
and seven assists. OSU corralled 6-6 
Cedric Mackeon from Gonzales, La. 
He scored at a 20 point pace and 
grabbed 11 boards a game. And 
Hamilton is really high on 6-2 Corey 
Williams of Macon, Ga. 


OKLAHOMA 

Tubbs and his assistants Jim Kerwin 
and Mike Mims have done an out- 
standing job in recruiting in the past. 
They didn’t disappoint anyone this 


year, Once again the Sooners mixed 
junior college performers with some 
standout high school players to get the 
type of athletes that will mix into the 
high-octaine Sooner system, 

Oklahoma went again to its pipe- 
line at Midland JC and came away this 
year with 6-6 Skeeter Henry. He 
picked OU over Kansas, And the way 
you hear the Oklahoma coaches talk, 
he'll be tough to keep out of the 
lineup. “We really like him,” says 
Tubbs. “We think he can step in right 
away. He’s an outstanding athlete who 
shoots the ball well and also is an out- 
standing passer’’” Henry averaged 17 
points and eights rebounds a game. 

Another juco import is 6-1 Michael 
Harris of NEO. “I had him listed as 
one of the best juco guards in my 
area,” says Jerry Mullins. “He's more 
of a penetrator than Ricky Grace. He 
could play either guard spot. He 
didn’t play in a program that got up 
and down the court in junior college. 
But that won't be a problem for him, 
He's an outstanding shooter’ 

A third juco recruit coming to Nor- 
man is 6-8 Greg Bent of San Jacinto, 
Tex. He averaged 16 points and eight 
rebounds coming off the bench, He's 
counted on to back Stacey King at 
center and play some power forward. 
Shooting is his greatest asset. 

The most highly sought big man 
who signed was Brian Sallier, a 6-8 
forward-center from Port Arthur, Tex. 
He selected OU over Purdue and 
Pittsburgh. “He could very well be a 
two time All-American,” said recruit- 
ing expert Van Coleman. “He's that 
good.” Tubbs likes him also. “He's a 
foundation player. We think he can be 
a man-child. He’s one guy who has a 
chance to make a pretty good impact 
on the program.” 

The Sooners have relied on juco 
point guards. They know that Terry 
Evans of Oklahoma City Millwood 
will give them four solid vears at the 
position. “I hope he is our future 
Ricky Grace.’ Tubbs said. “Right now 
he’s probably further along than 
Ricky was in high school. He's a good 
shooter who makes very few mistakes. 
And I like the fact his team won two 
straight state titles.” 

The only player signed in the early 


period was 6-5 Roland Ware of Mem- 
phis. ‘“He’s one heckuva player,” says 
Leonard Hamilton. “He’s a great ath- 
lete who hits the boards really hard. 
He reminds me a lot of Byron 
Houston.” Ware, who finished second 
for Player of the Year in Tennessee to 
All-American Todd Day, averaged 19 
points and 13 rebounds. 

The recruit from last year that will 
be finally unveiled has the Sooners 
very excited — 6-7 Damon Patterson. 
“All of the players who have played 
against him in pickup games tell me 
Damon could have started for us this 
past season,” said Tubbs. The word is 
that the multi-talented Kalamazoo, 
Mich, native, who was sidetracked by 
Proposition 48, could play either 
guard or either forward position?’ @ 


Coach Norm Stewart of Missouri 

returns enough talent to again 

rate as an early favorite in the 
Big Eight race. 
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BIG EIGHT STATISTICS 


1987 
TEAM STATISTICS (National Rankings in Parentheses) 


RUSHING OFFENSE 


TEAM G Car Yds Avg TD Yds/G TEAM 

(1) OU 11 730 4717 65 52 4288 (1) OU 
(3) NU 11 673 4108 61 40 3735 (2 NU 
(4) CU 11 665 3370 51 28 3064 (14) OSU 
(13) MU 11 «615s 2,820 «46 «19S 256.4 (24) CU 
(23) OSU 11 490 2,401 49 31 2183 (67) MU 
(66) ISU. 11. «518 )~=—«1,644. «3.2 «10S 149.5 ~— (82) ‘ISU 
(76) KSU 11 #427 «#1394 33 5 126.7  (101)KU 
(7) KU 644) 453 BF «612 «61fOKH «= 2) KS 


RUSHING DEFENSE 


TOTAL OFFENSE 


G 
1 
17 
1 
am 
11 
14 
11 
1 


Car 


829 
835 
798 
788 
777 
824 
764 
726 


Yds 
5,497 
5,379 
4.637 
4.331 
3,711 
3,537 
3,012 
2,969 


Avg 


TOTAL DEFENSE 


TEAM G Car Yds Avg TD Yds/G TEAM G 
(8) OU 11 456 1,163 26 4 105.7 (1) OU a 
(9) NU 11 423 t1ZF 628 40) «|W (8) NU 14 
(44) CU 11 458 ti? Se 7 1663 (24) CU 14 
(56) MU 11 508 1,864 ar | a0 169.5 (47) MU W 
(87) OSU 11 522 2354. 45) AF 2140 (84) KU 14 
(102)KSU 11 +639 3.182 50 40 2893 (88) OSU 11 
(103) KU 11 +619 3.2565 458 85 (295.9 (98) KSU 11 
(104) ISU 11. 549 3416 62 43 £3105 (103) ISU 14 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
TOTAL OFFENSE 
RUSHING PASSING 
PLAYER Cl G Car Gain Loss Net Att Yds 
M. Gundy, OSU (32) SO 11 57 88 155 -67 287 2,106 
J. Holieway, OU JR 9 142 925 65 860 62 548 
S. Taylor, NU JR 10 130 794 «#135 659 123 902 
T. Thomas, OSU SR 11 250 1,644 31 1,613 0 0) 
B. Sadek, ISU SR 10 84 153 = 132 21 229 1,443 
S, Aunese, CU sO. 9 122 707 95 612 51 522 
K. Jones, NU SR 10 170 1,245 13 1,232 0 0 
J. Henderson, ISU dR 17 262 1250 18 1,232 fe) ) 
G. Swim, KSU JR 14 29 7 +23 -116 285 1,304 
K. Donohoe, KU oc 9 35 91 125 -34 143 981 
PASSING EFFICIENCY 

PLAYER cl G Att Cmp Pct Int Pct 
S. Aunese, CU SO 9 51 23 45.10 1 1.96 
J. Holieway, OU JR 9 62 21 33.87 3 4.84 
S. Taylor, NU JR 10 123 57 46.34 9 7.32 
M. Gundy, OSU(20) SO 11 287 170 59.23 11 3.83 
B. Sadek, ISU SR 10 229 117 ~=©51,09 6 2,62 
K. Donohoe, KU SO 9 143 72 «50.35 12 8.39 
G. Swim, KSU JR 11 235 115 48.94 14 4,68 


J. Stollenwerck, MU SO 11 137 60 43.80 5 3.65 
D. Degennaro, ISU JR 11 73 37 = 550.68 5 6.85 
M, Hatcher, CU SR 10 52 22 42.31 6 11.54 


Car 


704 
734 
750 
768 
809 
845 
862 
774 


Plys 
344 
204 
253 
250 
313 
173 
170 
262 
264 
178 


Yds 
522 
548 
902 
2,106 
1,443 
981 
1,304 
831 
450 
330 


Yds Avg 
2,289 3.3 
2.912 4.0 
axed =’ 
3,856 5.0 
4,467 5.5 
4,531 5.4 
4,901 5.7 
5,327 866.9 

TOTAL 
Yds Yds/PI 
2.039 5,93 
1,408 6.90 
1,561 6.17 
1,613 6.45 
1,464 4.68 
1,134 6.55 
1,232 7.25 
1,232 470 
1,188 4.50 
947 5.32 
Yds/At TD 
10.24 } 
8.84 7 
tsa UAB 
7,34 13 
6.30 7 
6.86 3 
5,55 8 
6,07 3 
6.16 1 
6,35 1 


Pct 


5,88 
11.29 
10.57 
4.53 
3.06 
2.10 
3.40 
ZAG 
1.37 
1.92 


Yds/G 


499.73 
489.00 
421.55 
393.73 
337.36 
321.55 
273.82 
269.91 


Yds/G 


208.1 
264.7 
3212 
350,5 
406.1 
411.9 
445.5 
484.3 


Yds/G 


185.36 
156.44 
156.10 
146.64 
146.40 
126.00 
123.20 
112,00 
108,00 
105.22 


Rating 
146.6 
135.7 
128.2 
128.2 
108.9 

98.1 
97.4 
94.7 
93.3 
78.9 
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Big Eight Statistics __ _ 
1987 


TEAM STATISTICS (Continued) 


PASSING OFFENSE 


TEAM G Att Cmp Int Pct Yds 
41) Okla. State 11 308 179 12 58.1 2,236 
59) lowa State 11 306 154 Tf 503 1,893 
) Kansas 11°317 #140 23 45.0 1,795 
) Kansas State 11 299 148 17 47.8 1,575 
) Nebraska 11 162 81 11 500 1,271 
) Colorado 11 128 ‘52 ‘9 423 961 
98) Missouri 11 162 66 6 40.7 891 
(101)Oklahorna 11 29 <4 4 343 ‘780 


( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


PASSING DEFENSE 


TEAM G Att Cmp Int Pct Yds 
(1) Oklahoma 11 248 108 25 43.5 1,126 
(3) Kansas 11 190 95 6 50.0 1,212 
(18) Kansas State 11 223 124 10 55.6 1,719 
(20) Nebraska 11.4311 «#1388 17 44.4 1,735 
(32) Colorado 11 292 154 14 52.7 1,814 
(39) lowa State 11 225 136 10 604 71,911 
(44) Missouri 11. 260 1385 12 51.9 1,992 
(75) Okla. State 1 2h | | TES Yo ess FT 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS (Continued) 


RUSHING 


PLAYER Cl G Car Yds Avg TD Yds/G 
T. Thomas, OSU (3)SR 11 2501,613 65 18 146.64 
K. Jones, NU (8) SR 10 170 1,232 7.2 13 123.20 
Henderson, IS (15) JR 11 262 1,232 47 5 112.00 
Holieway, OU (30) JR 9 142 860 6.1 10 95.56 


L. Carr, OU SR 9 105 676 64 8 75.11 
T. Jordan, KSU) =SR 10 169 692 41 1 69.20 
R, Delpino, MU SR 11115 750 65 9 68.18 
S. Aunese, CU SO 9 122 612 50 6 68.00 
C. Thompson, OU FR 11 105 731 7.0 10 66.45 
S. Taylor, NU JR 10 130 659 51 8 65.90 
T. Stowers, MU SO 11 151 707 4.7 1 64.27 
A. Snell, KU JR 11 184 691 38 3 62.82 
P. Collins, OU SR 11 82 626 7.6 8 5691 
B. Sanders, OSU SO 11105 603 5.7 8 5482 
R. Anderson, OU JR 11 93 586 63 2 53.27 
E. Kissick, CU SO 11 97 584 6.0 3 53.09 
A. Stafford, OU JR 11 84 583 69 8 53.00 
D, Wallace, MU SR 11 126 #552 44 4 50.18 
E,. Bieniemy, CU FR 11104 508 49 5 46.18 
T. Knox, NU JR 11 62 428 69 3 38.91 
K. Clark, HU SO 9 64 344 54 5 38.22 
M. Simmons, CU FR 9 69 332 48 4 36.89 
J.J. Flannigan, CUSO 11 76 387 5.1 3 35.18 
M. Hatcher, CU SR 10 81 339 42 2 33.90 
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SCORING OFFENSE 


YDA TD Yds/G TEAM G Pts Avg 
7.3 13 2033 (1) Oklahoma 11 829 5,497 
6.2 8 1721 (3) Nebraska 11 423 38.5 
58 4 1632 (7) Okla State 11 374 34.0 
5.3 10 143.2 (43) Colorado 11 268 244 
78 16 115.5 (64) Missouri 11 226 20.5 
7.8 5 874 (87) lowaStae 11 195 17.7 
55 5 81.0 (101Kansas 11.135 123 


79 9 70.9 (101)Kansas State 11 135 123 


SCORING DEFENSE 


YDA TD Yds/G TEAM G Pts Avg 
45 3 102.4 (1) Oklahoma ti «82 7.5 
6.4 11 110.2 (6) Nebraska 1t 133 ten 
7.7 11 156.3 (18) Colorado 11 180 164 
5.6 5 157.7 (31) Okla. State 11 209 19.0 
6.2 11 1649 (31) Missoun 11 209 19.0 
85 13 173.7 (99) Kansas 11. 398 362 
eae thes TWP. (100\owa State Tl 447 OG 
6.7 8 197.9 (101)Kansas State 11 421 383 


RECEIVING 
PLAYER Cl G Ct Yds TD Yds/C 
H.Dykes, OSU (11) JR 11 61 978 8 16.03 
D. Ross, ISU(17) JR 10 53 6783 4 12.70 
K. Dean, KSU SR 10 38 481 4 12.66 
T. Schulting, ISU SR 41 31 443 1 14.29 
J, Baker, KU SO 11 27 ~~ 300 0 11.44 
E. Bridges, ISU SR 11 26 324 2 12.46 
T. Jordan, KSU) SR 10 23 = 136 1 5.91 
W. Vaughn, KU JR 11 25 = 672 4 26.88 
R. Wiliams, OSU SR 11 25 278 2 11.12 
J, Green, OSU SO 11 24 259 ) 10.79 

SCORING 
PLAYER ci G TD XP FG Pts FGA 


T. Thomas, OSU (3)SR 11 18 2 0 110 10.00 
R. Lashar, OU (18) FR 14 0 59 10 89 8.09 
K. Jones, NU(19) SR 10 13 2 0 80 8.00 
Sanders, OSU (33) SO i1 13 0 0 78 = 7.09 
J. Shudak, ISU (40) FR 114 O Af 20 fr * se 
Holileway, OU (44) JR 9 10 0 0 60 £6.67 
C. Drennan, NU SO 11 0. 53: 6 71 ‘645 
G. Blanchard, OSUFR 11 0 40 9 67 6.09 
T. Whelihnan, MU) SR 0 25 13 64 582 
C. Thompson, OU FR 11 10 O 0 60 5.45 


Firsher helps keep 
Nebraska on its feet. 


Whether you're talking about making contributions 
to the university athletic program or helping recruit 
new business in Nebraska, Firslier plays an active role. 


As the largest home-based bank holding company 
in Nebraska, Firslier provides support to local com- 
munities and encourages new business development, 
both of which effect the economic welfare of the 
entire state. 

And as a major contributor to a variety of university 
foundations and projects, FirsTier provides ongoing 
support to the university. 

So, while Big Red brings Nebraska fans to their 
feet, Firslier helps keep them there. 


Your Firslier Team. Here to serve you well. 


= Firsiier Banks 


Omaha : Lincoin - Blair: David City: Grand Island - Kearney 


Firstier Bank, N.A., Omaha and FirsTier Bank. N.A., Lincoln, Members FDIC 


R.W, “Dick” Bailey. CLU 
Grand Island 
(308) 382-0385 


Perry J. Strombeck 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Milan R. Franzen 


John R. Chittick 
CLU, ChFC 


Michel L. Rinehart 
Fairbury 
(402) 729-3339 


Lee Thiessen 


Lyle W. Japp, CLU, ChFC Dennis R. Roper 
Omah Henderson 


Lincoln a Fi 
(402) 476-8575 (402) 496-6400 Falls City: (402) 245-5939 


t / 


Newt 


Raymond R. Solee 


M. Lee Hunefeld Stefan G. Jenkins Chris B. Krause 


Phyllis J. Andreasen Stan A. Andreasen 
Oakland 


Joe Viock, CLU, ChFC 


Lincoln Omaha South Sioux City Oakland CLU, ChFC CLU, ChFC Omaha 
(402) 476-8575 (402) 496-6400 (402) 494-3003 (402) 685-6282 (402) 685-6282 Omaha: (402) 496-6400 Valley: (402) 359.2575 (402) 496-6400 
> | To make sure that you and your family reach your financial goals, let us help = 


you draw up a winning game plan. A game plan that will assure your family’s 
financial security, protect you against the high cost of illness, and build funds — 
tax sheltered — for a more comfortable retirement. 
Call today. Helping you become a financial winner is our full-time career. 


These are some of the many New York Life Agents in this area — all good people to know. 


hes Lincoln General Office: 
L illiam S. dr. 
ae oe James W. Rasmussen, RHU, General Manager Wiles somes Ir 
(402) 476-8575 Cindy Heinrich, Office Manager (402) 476-8575 


Donald Hunter, Sales Manager . | 
Scott Bowhay, Sales Manager | 
Robert Lattimer, Training Supervisor 
1506 First National Bank Building 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 476-8575 


Nebraska General Office: 


Jerry Roberts, General Manager 
Glenn E. Bartley, Jr., CLU, Office Manager 
Gary Phillips, Sales Manager 
Michael F. Munter Lee Arellano, Sales Manager Kurt P. Kollmorgen 
Lincoln Dave Skutnik, Sales Manager Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 Bill Stott, Sales Manager (402) 476-8575 
“* James H. Moore, CLU, ChFC, Training Manager 
Phillip L. Bowers, CLU, ChFC, Training Supervisor 
11506 Nicholas, Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154 
(402) 496-6400 


Sioux City General Office: 


Mel Adema, General Manager 

George W. Molesworth, CLU, Office Manager 
Ken Wilson, Sales Manager 

Richard Peschan, Sales Manager 

Fred Hahne, CLU, Sales Manager 

Don Means, Training Manager 

Larry Lindstrom, Training Supervisor 

600 Fourth Street, Suite 900 

Sioux City, lowa51101 

(712) 279-8800 


New York Life.For all of your life. 


Life, Health, Disability Income, Group Insurance, Annuities, Pension Plans. 


Don R. Schaefer 
CLU, ChFC 
aha: (402) 496-6400 


Frederic L.A. Cady 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 
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David M. LeGrand Barbara L. Kreifels Chris M. Wadhams 
Nebraska City Hi Lincoln Lincoln 
(402) 873-7477 (402) 476-8575 (402) 488-2682 


Virgil C. Wadhams 
Li 


Kermit R. Erickson 
Arcadia 
(308) 789-6507 


incoln Lincoln 
(402) 488-9092 (402) 476-8575 


